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alf  that  be  round  about  him  bring  pi-ram 
him  that  ought  to  be  feared.    ... 

12.  He  shall  cut  off  the  spirit  of  princes:  he  is 
terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth. 
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EXPOSITION. 


PSALM    LXXVI. 

1.  In  Judah  is  God  known ;  his  name  is  great 
in  Israel. 

2.  In  Salem  also  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwel- 
ling place  in  Zion. 

3.  There  brake  he  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the. 
shield,  and  the  sword,  and  the  battle.     Selah. 

4.  Thou  art  more   glorious  and  excellent  than 
the  moumtains  of  prey. 

•  5.  The  stout-hearted  are  spoiled,  they  have  slept 
their  sleep ;  and  none  of  the  men  of  might  have 
found  their  hands. 

6.  At  thy  rebuke,  0  God  of  Jacob,  both  the 
chariot  and  horse  are  cast  into  a  dead  sleep. 

-  7.  Thou,  even  thou,  art  to  be  feared;  and  who 
may  stand  in  thy  sight  when  once  thou  art  angry  ? 

8.  Thon  didst  cause  judgment  to  be  heard  from 
heaven  ;  the  earth  feared,  and  was  still, 

9.  When  God  arose  to  judgment,  to  save  all  the 
meek  of  the  earth.    Selah. 

10.  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  shall  praise  thee , 
the  remainder  of  wrath  shalt  thou  restrain. 

11.  Vow,  and  pay  unto  the  Lord  your  God :  let 
all  that  be  round  about  him  bring  presents  unto 
him  that  ought  to  be  feared. 

12.  He  shall  cut  off  the  spirit  of  princes :  he  is 
terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth. 

1  VOL.  II. 


2  IN  SALEM  ALSO  IS  HIS  TABERNACLE. 

"  In  Judah  is  God  known  ;  his  name  is  great  in 
Israel." 

The  Holy  Ghost,  to  whom  all  the  future  is  pre- 
sent, very  frequently  in  the  Psalms  speaks  of 
things  which  are  to  come  in  the  past  tense,  as  here. 
"  In  Judah  is  God  known/'  The  days  are  coming, 
when  "  they  shall  all  know  me,  saith  the  Lord,  from 
the  least  to  the  greatest;"  none  will  require  to 
say  to  his  brother,  or  to  his  neighbour,  Know  the 
Lord.  "  This  is  my  covenant  with  them,  saith  the 
Lord,  when  I  shall  take  away  their  sins."  This  co- 
venant will  be  an  everlasting  covenant  with  Abra- 
ham's seed.  "  The  people  shall  be  all  righteous,  and 
shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever."  How  glorious 
shall  that  land  be,  where  God  is  known  to  all,  and 
where  universal  brotherhood  reigns !  then  will  this 
song  be  sung  in  the  land  of  Judah,  "  We  have  a 
strong  city:  salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls 
and  bulwarks."  "  Praise  -the  Lord  0  Jerusalem  : 
praise  thy  God,  0  Zion ;  for  he  hath  strengthened 
the  bars  of  thy  gates,  he  hath  blessed  thy  children 
within  thee  ;  he  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and 
fiUeth  thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat."  (Psalm 
cxlvii.  12). 

"  In  Salem  also  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwell- 
ing place  in  Zion." 

Christ  now  sitteth  at  the  right  band  of  God,  until 
the  appointed  time,  when  God  "  will  set  his  king 
upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion ;"  then  shall  he  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory ;  and  that  throne  shall  be 
for  ever  and  ever.  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion ; 
he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation,  and  hath  said, 
"  Here  will  I  dwell  for  ever ;  this  is  my  rest,  for  I 


MOUNT  ZION  ABIDETH  FOR  EVER.  3 

have  desired  it."  "  My  tabernacle  also  shall  be  with 
them ;  yea,  I  wiD  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be 
my  people ;  and  the  heathen  shall  know  that  I  the 
Lord  do  sanctify  Israel,  when  my  sanctuary  shall 
be  in  the  midst  of  them  for  evermore." 

"  There  brake  he  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the 
shield,  and  the  sword,  and  the  battle." 

There,  (viz.  in  Zion)  brake  he,  (viz.  that  God 
who  is  known  in  Judah,  and  whose  name  is  great 
in  Israel)  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the  shield,  the 
sword,  and  all  their  destructive  instruments  of  war ; 
and  they  shall  be  burned  with  fire.  The  same 
great  event  is  alluded  to  in  the  46th  Psalm,  "  He 
maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the  end  of  the  earth ; 
he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the  spear  in  sun- 
der ;  and  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire  ;"  even  in 
the  great  day  of  his  wrath,  when  he  "rends  the 
heavens,  and  comes  down,  and  the  mountains  shall 
flow  down  at  his  presence ;"  the  earth  will  be  re- 
moved out  of  her  place ;  the  cities  of  the  nations 
be  thrown  down,  and  the  mountains  be  carried 
into  the  midst  of  the  sea. 


Thou  art  more  glorious  and  excellent  than 
the  mountains  of  prey." 


The  only  mountain  unmoved  by  the  awful  con- 
cussion shall  be  mount  Zion,  "  which  at  no  time 
can  be  removed,  but  abideth  for  ever ;"  therefore 
shall  it,  in  that  day,  be  glorious,  and  exceDent ;  it 
will  be  "  his  glorious  holy  mountain  ;"  and  will  form 
an  exception  to  the  general  wreck,  "  in  the  day  of 
slaughter,  when  the  towers  fall."  The  Lord  will 
destroy  all  the  boasted  weapons  of  war:  all  who 


4  THE  STOUT  HEARJED  ARE  SPOILED. 

use  them  shall  be  the  first  objects  of  his  vengeance, 
and  especially  the  vast  concourse  of  armies  under 
Antichrist  and  his  ten  kings,  massed  together  in 
order  of  battle  on  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon  ;  to 
whom  the  following  sentence  particularly  refers. 

"  The  stout  hearted  are  spoiled,  they  have 
slept  their  sleep  ;  and  none  of  the  men  of 
might  have  found  their  hands." 

All  the  stout  hearted,  the  strong,  the  courageous, 
shall  be  spoiled.  There  will  be  great  accumulation 
of  spoil ;  for  Antichrist  and  his  subordinates  were 
the  spoilers  of  the  world ;  but  now  "  when  they 
Bhall  cease  to  spoil,  they  shaD  be  spoiled,  and  their 
spoil  shall  be  gathered,  like  the  gathering  of  the 
caterpillar."  (Isaiah  xxxiii.  4).  Thus  the  wealth  of 
all  the  heathen  round  about  shall  be  gathered  to- 
gether, gold  and  silver  and  apparel  in  great  abun- 
dance. "  And  the  Lord  will  smite  all  the  people 
that  have  fought  against  Jerusalem ;  (and  this  will 
be  the  manner  of  their  death)  their  flesh  shall  con- 
sume away  while  they  stand  upon  their  feet ;  ?tnd 
their  eyes  6hall  consume  away  in  their  holes;  and 
their  tongues  shall  consume  away  in  their  mouth." 
(Zechariah  xiv  .13).  It  will  be  a  new,  and  terrible, 
and  degrading  form  of  death,  to  which  they  shall 
be  subjected,  m  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger :  thus 
shall  they  sleep  their  sleep,  and  their  bands  be 
powerless. 

"  At  thy  rebuke,  0  God  of  Jacob,  both  the 

charioteer  and  horse  are  cast  into  a  dead 

sleep." 
"  Thou,  even  thou  art  to  be  feared  ;  and  who 

may  stand  in  thy  sight  when  once  thou 

art  angry." 


THE  WRATH  OF  MEX  SHALL  PRAISE  HIBT.  O 

*•  Thou  didst  cause  judgment  to  be  heard  from 
heaven  ;  the  earth  feared  and  was  still." 

"  When  God  arose  to  judgment,  to  save  all 
the  meek  of  the  earth." 

"  Behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  lop 
the  bough  with  terror,  and  the  high  ones  of  stature 
shall  be  hewn  down ;  and  the  haughty  shall  be 
humbled."  (Isaiah  x.  23).  In  that  day  when  the 
nations  shall  rush  like  the  rushing  of  many  waters; 
God  shall  rebuke  them;  and  (those  that  for  the 
moment  escape)  shall  flee  afar  off,  and  shall  be 
chased  as  the  chaff  of  the  mountains  before  the 
wind ;  and  like  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind ; 
and  behold  at  eveningtide,  trouble  ;  and  before  the 
morning,  they  are  not."  (Isaiah  xvii.  13).  "  Be  still, 
and  know  that  I  am  God ;  I  will  be  exalted  among 
the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth ;"  all 
who  survive  that  great  and  dreadful  day,  will  say 
"  Thou,  even  thou,  art  to  be  feared ;  and  who  may 
stand  in  thy  sight,  when  once  thou  art  angry  ;"  for 
"Thou  hast  spoken  to  the  nations  in  thy  wrath, 
and  hast  vexed  them  in  thy  sore  displeasure " 
God  will  distinguish  between  those  who  serve  him, 
and  those  who  serve  him  not ;  he  will  save  all  the 
meek  of  the  earth :  henceforward  and  for  ever 
"  The  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth,  they  shall  de- 
light themselves  in  the  abundance  of  peace." 


4< 


Surely  the  wrath  of  men  shall  praise  thee."' 


God  makes  the  wrath  of  men  subservient  to  his 
praise,  when  by  his  judgments  his  character  is  vin- 
dicated, and  made  manifest.  Thus  the  wrath  of 
Pharaoh,  and  his  oppression,  was  the  occasion;  of 
such  displays  of  divine  power  aa  to  shew  his  great- 


6     VOW  AND  PAY  UNTO  THE  LORD  YOUR  GOD. 

neas  and  glory;  the  wrath  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
against  Shadrach,  Meschaeh,  and  Abednego,  was 
the  occasion  of  praise  to  God,  in  quenching  the 
violence  of  fire.  The  nations  shall  be  angry,  and 
give  vent  to  their  impotent  wrath,  in  defiant  and 
blasphemous  language ;  then  will  God  make  their 
wrath  accrue  to  nis  praise. 


"  The  remainder  of  wrath  shalt  thou  restrain."* 

God  will  not  make  a  full  end ;  there  shall  be  as 
"  the  gleaning  of  grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done ;" 
the  few  survivors  will  be  so  awed  by  the  glorious 
majesty  of  the  Lord,  that  wrath  will  give  place  to 
terror ;  then  to  wonder,  and  adoration  of  him,  who 
is  the  doer  of  these  terrible  judgments,  "  God  mani- 
fest in  the  flesh." 

"  Vow,  and  pay  unto  the  Lord  your  God." 

The  praises  which  have  waited  for  God  in  Zion, 
will  now  begin ;  and  "  unto  him  shall  the  vow  be 
performed."  God  loves  those  who  vow,  and  perform 
their  vows :  thus  did  Jepthah  open  his  moutn  to  the 
Lord,  and  did  not  go  back,  although  it  involved 
the  loss  of  all  that  was  dear  to  him  on  the  earth. 
Be  not  rash  with  thy  mouth  ;  but  ponder  the  path 
of  thy  feet,  when  thou  comest  before  God.  In  the 
ages  to  come  all  will  delight  in  God,  and  will  both 
make  and  «  daily  perform  their  vows." 

"  Let  all  that  be  round  about  him  bring  pre- 
sents unto  him  that  ought  to  be  feared." 

God  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from  all  peoples, 
and  kindreds,  and  nations,  and  tongues,  tangible 
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expressions  of  their  love  and  adoration :  like  the 
wise  men  of  the  east,  they  shall  open  the  treasures 
which  they  have  brought  from  afar,  and  present 
unto  him  gifts,  ffold,  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh  ; 
thejr  shall  emulate  each  other  in  the  offerings 
which  they  present ;  and  he  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne  will  graciously  receive  them.  This  is  no 
ideal,  but  a  true  representation,  grounded  on  many 
scriptures,  as  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
world,  when  peace  and  truth  shall  be  universal,  and 
God  in  very  deed  shall  dwell  with  man  upon  the 
earth,  and  there  be  visible  in  his  holy  mountain. 

"  He  shall  cut  off  the  spirit  of  princes :  he  is 
terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth." 

In  that  day  when  the  stout-hearted  are  spoiled, 
"  he  shall  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex 
them  in  his  sore  displeasure:"  then  will  he  "cut 
off  the  spirit  of  princes  ;  and  be  terrible  to  the 
kings  of  the  earth,"  "  and  to  the  rich  men,  and  the 
great  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty 
men."  The  leaders  of  the  great  rebellion  will  be  the 
especial  objects  of  his  vengeance,  in  the  great  day 
efhis  wrath- 


PSALM    LXXVII. 

1.  I  cried  onto  God  with  mv  voice,  even  onto 
God  with  my  voice ;  and  he  gave  ear  unto  me. 

2.  Id  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  sought  the  Lord : 
my  sore  ran  in  the  night,  and  ceased  not :  my  soul 
refused  to  be  comforted. 

3.  1  remembered  God.  and  was  troubled :  I  com- 
plained, and  my  spirit  was  overwhelmed.     Selah. 

4.  Thou  holdest  mine  eyes  waking :  I  am  so 
troubled  that  I  cannot  speak. 

5.  I  have  considered  the  days  of  old,  the  years 
of  ancient  times. 

6.  I  call  to  remembrance  my  song  in  the  night : 
I  commune  with  mine  own  heart;  and  my  spirit 
made  diligent  search. 

7.  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  for  evert  and  will  he 
be  favourable  no  more  I 

8.  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  evert  doth  his 
promise  fail  for  evermore  t 

9.  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he 
in  anger  shut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?     Selah. 

10.  And  I  said,  This  is  my  infirmity:  but  I  will 
remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
High. 

11.  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord  : 
surely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of  old. 

12.  I  will  meditate  also  of  all  thy  work,  and  talk 
of  thy  doings. 

18.  Thy  way,  0  God,  is  in  the  sanctuary :  who 
is  so  great  a  God  as  our  God  ? 

14.  Thou  art  the  God  that  doest  wonders  :  thou 
hast  declared  thy  strength  among  the  people. 
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15.  Thou  hast  with  thine  arm  redeemed  thy 
people,  the -eons  of  Jacob  and  Joseph,     Selah. 

16.  The  waters  saw  thee,  0  God,  the  waters  saw 
thee ;  they  were  afraid :  the  depths  also  were 
troubled. 

17.  The  clouds  poured  out  water;  the  skies  sent 
out  a  sound :  thine  arrows  also  went  abroad. 

18.  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  was  in  the  heaven  ; 
the  lightnings  lightened  the  world :  the  earth  trem- 
bled and  shook. 

19.  Thy  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  thy  path  in  the 
great  waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not  known. 

20.  Thou  leddest  thy  people  like  a  flock  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron. 


a 


I  cried  unto  God  with  my  voice,  even  unto 
God  with  my  voice ;  and  he  gave  ear  to 


me. 


The  life  of  Christ  was  a  life  of  prayer ;  "  0  my 
God,  I  cry  unto  thee  in  the  day  time,  and  thou 
hearest  not,  and  in  the  night  season,  and  am  not 
silent."  While  he  exhorted  men  to  pray  always, 
and  not  to  faint,  he  himself  was  a  perfect  example 
of  this  great  duty ;  thus  his  faith  never  wavered, 
and  whatsoever  he  asked  of  God  he  received. 
There  is  a  beatiful  illustration  of  this  confidence  in 
God,  at  the  raising  of  Lazarus,  "  Father,  I  thank 
thee  that  thou  hast  heard  me,  and  I  knew  that  thou 
hearest  me  always."  He  prayed  without  ceasing ; 
he  was  continually  with  God. 


n 


In  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  sought  the  Lord." 


His  was  a  life  of  troubles,  yet  not  such  as  are 
known  among  men ;  }ie  was  wholly  free  from  all 
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those  heart  burnings  which  arise  from  envy  and 
jealousy  and  disappointed  hopes ;  an  entire  stran- 
ger to  the  sorrows  of  the  world ;  "  for  the  sorrow  of 
the  world  worketh  death."  It  was  sin  which  oc- 
casioned all  his  trouble,  and  profound  grief;  sin, 
but  not  his  own ;  he,  the  holy  one  of  God  was  sur- 
rounded by  sinners,  ever  violating  that  sacred  law 
which  was  so  dear  to  his  soul ;  as  he  saith  in  the 
119th  Psalm,  "  0,  how  I  love  thy  law,  it  is  my 
meditation  all  the  day."  Because  of  the  sins  of 
men  his  soul  was  full  of  troubles,  and  his  life 
drew  nigh  unto  the  grave."  (Psalm  lxxxviii.  3). 
"  Trouble  and  anguish  have  taken  hold  upon  me ; 
yet  thy  commandments  are  my  delights."  In  the 
day  of  his  trouble  he  sought  the  Lord,  and  said, 
"  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I  am* 
in  trouble ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me ;  in  the  day 
when  I  call,  answer  me  speedily."  (Psalm  cii.  2). 

"Mysore  ran  in  the  night,  andeea&ud  i*ut ; 
my  soul  refused  to  be  comforted." 

It  was  an  internal  sore ;  a  heart  disease ;  a  trou- 
bled soul ;  a  soul  so  troubled  as  to  refuse  to  be 
comforted ;  "  for  the  reproaches  of  them  that  re- 

1)roached  God  fell  on  him  ;"  and  he  was  alone  in 
lis  sorrow,  and  in  the  deep  dejection  of  his  soul ; 
he  had  no  comforters,  nor  any  to  symathize,  or 
to  mingle  their  tears  with  his.  "  I  am  like  a  pelican 
of  the  wilderness ;  I  am  like  an  owl  of  the  desert ; 
I  watch,  and  am  as  a  sparrow  alone  on  the  house 
top."  (Psalm  cii.  6). 


« 


I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled;  I 
complained,  and  my  spirit  was  overwhel- 
med." 


HE  WATERED  HIS  COUCH  WITH  IHS  TEARS.    1 1 

How  could  the  remembrance  of  God  occasion 
trouble  to  his  soul,  seeing  he  lived  on  God,  and  de- 
lighted in  God,  and  that  all  his  happiness  was  bound 
up  in  him  f  It  was  this  intense  devotion  to  God, 
(whom  all  around  him  were  disregarding  and  dis- 
honouring^ that  occasioned  his  profound  grief; 
"  horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me,  because  of  the 
wicked  that  forsake  thy  law."  (Psalm  cxix.  53). 
When  he  remembered  God,  and  beheld  his  law  set 
at  nought,  and  despised,  then  was  he  troubled,  and 
his  spirit  was  overwhelmed  within  him. 

"  Thou  holdest  mine  eyes  waking ;  I  am  so 
troubled  that  I  cannot  speak." 

Although  his  face  when  seen,  could  not  fail  to  de- 
pict the  habitual  grief  of  his  soul ;  (for  the  face  of  a 
man  is  usually  the  index  of  his  heart,)  yet  it  was 
in  seclusion  and  retirement  that  he  gave  full  vent 
to  the  profound  grief  which  overwhelmed  him: 
thus  "he  watered,  his  couch  with  his  tears,"  for 
hour  after  hour  in  the  silent  watches  of  the  night, 
his  eyes  trickled  down  with  tears,  and  ceased  not, 
until  his  sight  became  dim  with  weeping,  and  "  by 
reason  of  the  voice  of  his  groanng,  his  bones  did 
cleave  unto  his  skin."  "  Depart  from  me  all  ye 
workers  of  iniquity,  for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the 
voice  of  my  weeping ;  the  Lord  hath  heard  my 
supplications,  the  Lord  will  receive  my  prayer." 
(Psalm  vi.  8.) 


PSALM    LXXVIIi 

"  I  have  considered  the  days  of  old,  the  years 
of  ancient  times," 

The  change  in  the  style  and  subject  is  so  great, 
that  it  evidently  appears  to  have  been  his  utterance 
on  a  different  occasion,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
better  to  mark  the  distinction  by  dividing  the  Psalm. 
Any  other  man  in  considering  the  days  of  old, 
could  only  do  so  by  the  aids  of  sacred  or  profane 
history  ;  but  this  man,  whose  "  goings  forth  were  of 
old,  even  from  everlasting,"  could  consider  the  past, 
as  one  who  had  himself  been  personally  conversant 
with  it :  his  former  being  was  not  a  blank  in  his 
memory,  he  knew  whence  he  came,  and  remember- 
ed well  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was :  and  as  one  who  had  been 
living  in  the  past,  he  could  and  did  consider  "  the 
days  of  old,  and  the  years  of  ancient  times." 

"  I  call  to  remembrance  my  song  in  the  night." 

Our  Lord  was  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing. 
These  apparently  conflicting  passions  were  con- 
spicuous in  our  great  Exemplar  :  for  while  absorb- 
ed in  profound  grief,  because  of  sin,  immediate 
relief  always  flowed  into  his  soul,  when  lifting  his 
eyes  to  the  contemplation  of  God ;  thus  he  says  in 
the  119th  Psalm,  "  Unless  thy  law  had  been  my 
delights,  then  had  I  perished  in  my  affliction."     In 
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tho  42nd  Psalm,  the  same  mixture  of  sorrow  and 
joy  appears,  as  when  he  says  in  the  6th  verse,  "  0 
my  God,  my  soul  is  cast  down  in  me ;"  and  almost 
in  the  same  breath,  he  adds,  "  Yet  the  Lord  will 
command  his  loving-kindness  in  the  day  time,  and 
in  the  night  his  song  shall  be  with  me,  and  my 
prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life,"  And  here,  also, 
"  I  call  to  remembrance  my  song  in  the  night." 
And  again  in  the  119th  Psalm,  "  Thy  statutes  have 
been  my  song*  in  the  house  of  my  pilgrimage." 

"  I  commune  with  mine  own  heart ;  and  my 
spirit  made  diligent  search.,, 

After  his  song  in  the  night,  the  great  Shepherd 
of  the  sheep  bethinks  him  of  his  lon^-lost  beautiful 
flock — the  house  of  Israel :  he  meditates,  and  his 
"spirit  makes  diligent  search  :"  in  the  following 
three  verses,  we  have  placed  before  us  the  subject 
of  his  meditations : 

"  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  for  ever  ?  and  will  he 

be  favourable  no  more  ?" 
"  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  t  doth  his 

promise  fail  for  evermore  V9 
"  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?   hath 

he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender  mercies  V* 

"  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  for  himself,  and 
Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure ;"  yet  because  they 

Erovoked  him  to  anger  with  their  strange  vanities, 
e  brought  upon  them  his  three-fold  judgment — 
the  famine,  the  sword,  and  the  pestilence :  thus  he 
brought  them  low,  for  their  iniquity  ;  and  when 
these  heavy  chastisements  failed  to  bring  them  to 
repentance,  he  delivered  the   ten   tribes  into  the 
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"hands  of  the  Assyrians  ;  and  the  two  tribes  he 
gave  first  into  the  hands  of  the  Chaldeans,  and 
afterwards  of  the  Romans ;  since  which  they  have 
been  dispersed  among  all  nations  :  nearly  two 
thousand  years  have  elapsed,  and  to  this  day,  the 
displeasure  of  God  rests  upon  them  :  they  have 
been  a  persecuted,  down  trodden  people,  a  re- 
proach and  a  bye-word  among  the  nations.  How 
long  is  this  to  continue  f  Will  the  Lord  cast  off 
for  ever  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  Hath 
he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender  mercies  V9  How 
many  generations  of  them  have  come  and  gone, 
and  still  they  continue  exiles  from  their  land,  and 
from  the  country  into  which  God  had  brought 
them  with  aji  high  hand,  and  an  outstretched 
arm.  "  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  1"  Is 
Israel  no  more  to  be  remembered  f  Will  the  year 
of  their  redemption  never  come  ? 

"  And  I  said,  This  is  my  infirmity ;" 

I  reason  as  a  man  reasoneth,  who  is  but  of  yes- 
terday, and  knoweth  nothing. 

"  But  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  Most  High. 

I  will  remember,  that  years  are  with  God  but  as 
moments,  and  that  with  him  "a  thousand  years  are 
but  as  yesterday,  when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch 
in  the  night." 

"  I  will  remexnber  the  works  of  the  Lord : 
surely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of 
old." 
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T  will  remember  thy  holy  covenant  with  Abra- 
ham, saying  "  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance."  I  will  re- 
member thy  wonders  on  behalf  of  thy  people  in 
Egypt;  how  thou  didst  divide  the  sea  by  thy 
strength  ;  and  didst  march  before  them  in  the 
wilderness,  in  a  cloud  by  day,  and  in  the  shining 
of  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  to  whom  thou  didst 
deliver  thy  holy  oracles,  "the  giving  of  the  law,  and 
the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises."  I  will  call 
to  remembrance  thy  works,  and  thy  wonders  of 
old ;  and  thus  will  1  assure  myself,  that  long  con- 
tinued as  our  dispersion  has  been,  and  though 
we  seem  to  have  been  quite  forgotten  by  thee,  a 
time  will  surely  come,  when  thou  wilt  take  away 
all  thy  wrath,  and  blot  out  all  our  transgressions 
from  thy  sight ;  when  thou  wilt  "  remember  thy 
congregation,  which  thou  hast  purchased  of  old, 
the  rod  of  thine  inheritance,  which  thou  hast  re- 
deemed ;  and  this  Mount  Zion,  wherein  thou  hast 
dwelt" 

"  I  will  meditate  also  of  all  thy  works." 

As  he  saith  in  another  Psalm,  "My  meditation 
of  him  shall  be  sweet :"  he  mused  on  the  work  of 
God's  hand*,  and  invites  us  to  do  so  likewise,  say- 
ing, "  Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they 
frow  :  they  toil  not  neither  do  they  ppin ;  and  yet 
say  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory, 
was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these."  Then  again 
of  the  fowls  of  the  air,  for  whom  God  provides 
their  food ;  all  these  he  considers  in  connection 
with  their  Maker,  saying,  "  Lord,  how  manifold  are 
thy  works ;  in  wisdom  thou  hast  made  them  all ; 
the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches." 
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"  And  talk  of  thy  doings." 

"  I  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  ma- 
jesty, and  of  thy  wondrous  works:"  he  upheld 
the  honour  of  God  :  he  glorified  him  upon  the 
earth:  and  this  will  form  the  employment  of  his 
endless  life :  when  he  shall  be  a  High  Priest  upon 
his  throne,  then  he  will  "  talk  of  his  doings/' 

"  Thy  way,  0  Lord,  is  in  the  sanctuary  ." 

This  is  the  sanctuary  of  which  Christ  is  a  minis- 
ter :  "the  true  tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched, 
and  not  man."  It  is  the  habitation  of  his  holinesfl. 
It  is  that  sanctuary,  or  most  holy  place,  into  which 
by  faith  we  have  access  ;  of  which  Christ  is  the 
door,  through  whom  we  enter  in,  and  are  saved  • 
His  way  is  in  the  sanctuary :  there  we  learn  his 
way,  and  find  out  his  secret  counsels  :  "  for  the 
secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him."  It 
was  not  until  he  entered  the  sanctuary,  that  he 
understood  the  end  of  the  ungodly,  who  prosper 
in  the  world,  and  increase  in  riches.  Here  mystery 
often  shrouds  the  dealings  of  God  with  men,  but 
"  his  way  [is  known  in  the  sanctnary,"  and  all  his 
judgments  are  there  made  manifest. 

"  Who  is  so  great  a  God  as  our  God  V9 

The  gods  of  the  heathen  are  idols,  who  speak 
not,  nor  see,  nor  know ;  "  but  our  God  is  in  the 
heavens,  who  hath  done  whatsoever  it  hath  pleased 
him  :"  He  is  the  only  true,  and  living  God ;  whose 
understanding  is  infinite,  whose  power  is  bound- 
less, and  all  whose  works  are  done  in  truth. 
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"  Thou  art  the  God  that  doest  wonders." 

A  wonder  is  something  miraculous,  something 
beyond  the  reach  of  men;  and  aD  God's  works 
are  so,  from  the  greatest  to  the  least,  from  the  glo- 
rious orb  of  day  to  the  structure  of  the  blade  of 
grass ;  all  are  wonderful 

"  Thou  hast  declared  thy  strength  among  the 
people." 

"He  calleth  things  which  be  not  as  though  they 
were ;"  for  the  time  is  yet  future,  when  God  will  de- 
clare, and  make  manifest  his  strength  among  his 
people.  God  will  shew  strength  with  his  arm,  in 
that  day,  when  he  shall  toss  the  whole  earth  as  a 
football,  and  cause  it  to  reel  with  such  violence, 
that  every  human  habitation  will  be  overthrown : 
then  will  he  strengthen  that  which  he  hath  wrought 
for  his  people  Israel ;  (as  in  Psalm  Ixviii.  28.) 

"  Thou  shaft  with  thine  arm  redeem  thy  peo- 
ple, the  sons  of  Jacob  and  Joseph." 

The  whole  refera  to  Israel's  restoration,  which 
takes  place  when  "  the  times  of  refreshing  shall 
come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord ;  and  he  shall 
send  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens  must  receive 
until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things :"  "  he 
shall  send  Jesus  Christ  to  reign  over  the  house  of 
Israel  for  ever :"  and  to  this  end  he  will  redeem, 
and  bring  back  his  people  the  sons  of  Jacob  and 
Joseph."  "  In  that  day  will  I  make  the  governors 
of  Judah  like  a  hearth  of  fire  among  the  wood ; 
and  like  a  torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf;  and  they  shall 
devour  all  the  people  round  about,  on  the  right 
2  VOL.  II. 
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hand  and  on  the  left,  though  all  the  people  of  the 
earth  be  gathered  together  against  them ;  and 
Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  again,  in  her  own 
place,  even  in  Jerusalem." 

"  The  waters  shall  see  thee,  0  God,  the  waters 
shall  see  thee,  and  be  afraid  ;  the  depths 
also  shall  be  troubled." 

When  the  seventh  angel  shall  pour  out  his  vial 
into  the  air,  "there  shall  be  a  great  earthquake,  such 
as  was  not  since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so 
mighty  an  earthquake  and  so  great ;"  so  shall  there 
be  at  the  same  time,  and  produced  by  the  same 
cause,  a  great  seaquake,  the  effects  of  which  on 
the  sea  will  be  as  terrible  as  the  earthquake  on  the 
land,  for  "  the  waters  shall  roar,  and  be  troubled, 
and  the  mountains  shall  shake  with  the  swelling 
thereof;"  the  sea  shall  roar  and  the  fulness  thereof 
before  the  Lord.  When  he  cometh  to  execute 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  then  the 
waters  shall  see  him,  and  be  afraid;  and  the  depths 
thereof  shall  be  troubled. 

"  The  clouds  shall  pour  out  water ;  the  skies 
shall  send  out  a  sound ;  and  thine  arrows 
also  shall  go  abroad/' 

In  that  day,  "  the  windows  from  on  high  shall  be 
open,  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth  shall  shake," 
like  as  when  the  "fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were  open- 
ed." The  skies  shall  indeed  send  out  a  sound,  for 
the  "  Lord  shall  thunder  in  the  heavens,  and  the 
Highest  shall  give  his  voice ;  yea,  he  shall  send  out 
his  arrows,  and  scatter  his  enemies ;  he  shall  shoot 
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out  lightnings  and  discomfit  them  :"  so  shall  thine 
arrows  go  abroad ;  "  the  channels  of  waters  shall  be 
seeri,  and  the  foundations  of  the  world  be  discover- 
ed, at  thy  rebuke,  0  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the 
breath  of  thy  nostrils." 

"  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  shall  be  in  the  hea- 
vens ;  the  lightnings  shall  lighten  the 
world ;  the  earth  shall  tremble  and  shake." 

"  Thou  shalt  be  visited  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  with 
thunder,  and  with  earthquake,  and  great  noise, 
with  storm  and  tempest,  and  the  flame  of  a  de- 
vouring fire."  (Isaiah  xxix.  6.)  "And  the  Lord 
shall  cause  his  glorious  voice  to  be  heard,  and  shall 
show  the  lighting  down  of  his  arm,  with  the  in- 
dignation of  his  anger,  and  the  flame  of  a  devouring 
fire,  with  scattering  and  tempest,  and  hailstones." 
(Isaiah  xxx.  30).  "  His  lightnings  also  shall  lighten 
the  world ;  men  shall  see  and  tremble."  Thus  did 
the  Lord  commune  with  his  own  heart ;  and  thus 
did  he  learn  the  wav  (or  design  of  Goch  respect- 
ing that  people  for  whom  God  "had  f  ormea  him  from 
the  womb  to  be  his  servant,  to  bring  Jacob  again 
to  him."  And  he  said,  "It  is  a  light  thing,  that 
thou  shouldest  be  my  servant,  to  raise  up  the  tribes 
of  Jacob,  and  to  restore  the  preservea  of  Israel ; 
I  will  also  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that 
thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  unto  the  end  of  the 
earth."  (Isaiah  xlrx  6).  "  A  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel." 

"  Thy  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  thy  path  in  the 
great  waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not 
known." 
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We  just  know  as  much  as  God  is  pleased  to  re- 
veal ;  aD  beyond,  whether  in  the  eternal  past,  or  in 
the  eternal  future,  is  unknown ;  his  judgments' are 
unsearchable,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out :  as  the 
heavens  are  high  above  the  earth,  so  are  his  ways 
and  thoughts  above  ours. 

"  Thou  leddest  thy  people  like  a  flock  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron." 

Thou  shalt  lead  thy  people  Eke  a  flock  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  and  Elias,  who  shall  reappear  upon 
the  earth,  and  make  ready  a  people  "prepared  for 
the  Lard  ?  which  people  will  "  come  to  Zion,  with 
songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads ;"  they 
shall  see  the  king  in  his  beauty,  and  shall  worship 
him  in  the  mountain  of  his  holiness. 


PSALM    LXXVIII. 

1.  Give  ear,  0  my  people,  to  my  law :  incline 
your  ears  to  the  words  of  my  mouth. 

2.  I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  parable:  I  will 
utter  dark  sayings  of  old : 

3.  Which  we  have  heard  and  known,  and  our 
fathers  have  told  us. 

4.  We  wffl  not  hide  them  from  their  children, 
shewing  to  the  generation  to  come  the  praises  of 
the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and  his  wonderful  works 
that  he  hath  done. 

5.  For  he  established  a  testimony  in  Jacob,  and 
appointed  a  law  in  Israel,  which  he  commanded 
our  fathers,  that  they  should  make  them  known 
to  their  children ; 

6.  That  the  generation  to  come  might  know 
them,  even  the  children  which  should  be  born,  who 
should  arise  and  declare  them  to  their  children ; 

7.  That  they  might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and 
not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but  keep  his  com- 
mandments : 

8.  And  might  not  be  as  their  fathers,  a  stubborn 
and  rebellious  generation;  a  generation  that  set 
not  their  heart  aright,  and  whose  spirit  was  not 
stedfast  with  God. 

9.  The  children  of  Ephraim,  being  armed,  and 
carrying  bows,  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle. 

10.  They  kept  not  the  covenant  of  God,  and  re- 
fused to  walk  in  his  law ; 

11.  And  format  his  works,  and  his  wonders  that 
he  had  shewed  them. 

12.  Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  sight  of  their 
fathers,  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  field  of  Zoan. 
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13.  He  divided  the  sea,  and  caused  them  to  pass 
through ;  and  he  made  the  waters  to  stand  as  an 
heap. 

14.  In  the  day-time  also  he  led  them  with  a 
cloud,  and  all  the  night  with  a  light  of  fire. 

15.  He  clave  the  rocks  in  the  wilderness,  and 
gave  them  drink  as  out  of  the  great  depths. 

16.  He  brought  streams  also  out  of  the  rock, 
and  caused  waters  to  run  down  like  rivers. 

17.  And  they  sinned  yet  more  against  him  by 
provoking  the  Most  High  in  the  wilderness. 

18.  And  they  tempted  God  in  their  heart,  by 
asking  meat  for  their  lust. 

19.  Yea,  thev  spake  against  God ;  they  said, 
Can  God  furnish  a  table  in  the  wilderness  f 

20.  Behold,  he  smote  the  rock,  that  the  waters 
gushed  out,  and  the  streams  overflowed ;  can  he 
give  bread  also  1  can  he  provide  flesh  for  his 
people  ? 

21.  Therefore  the  Lord  heard  this,  and  was 
wroth :  so  a  fire  was  kindled  against  Jacob,  and 
anger  also  came  up  against  Israel ; 

22.  Because  they  believed  not  in  God,  and  trust- 
ed not  in  his  salvation, 

23.  Though  he  had  commanded  the  clouds  from 
above,  and  opened  the  doors  of  heaven, 

24.  And  had  rained  down  manna  upon  them  to 
eat,  and  had  given  them  of  the  corn  of  heaven. 

25.  Man  did  eat  angels'  food  :  he  sent  them 
meat  to  the  full. 

26.  He  caused  an  east  wind  to  blow  in  the  hea- 
ven ;  and  by  his  power  he  brought  in  the  south  wind. 

27.  He  rainea  flesh  also  upon  them  as  dust,  and 
feathered  fowls  like  as  the  sand  of  the  sea ; 

28.  And  he  let  it  fall  in  the  midst  of  their  camp, 
round  about  their  habitations. 
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29.  So  they  did  eat,  and  were  well  filled :  for  he 
gave  them  their  own  desire ; 

30.  They  were  not  estranged  from  their  lust: 
bat  while  their  meat  was  yet  m  their  mouths, 

31  The  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  and  slew 
the  fattest  of  them,  and  smote  down  the  chosen 
men  of  Israel 

32.  For  all  this  they  sinned  still,  and  believed  not 
for  his  wondrous  works. 

33.  Therefore  their  days  did  he  consume  in 
vanity,  and  their  years  in  trouble. 

34.  When  he  slew  them,  then  they  sought  him ; 
and  they  returned  and  enquired  early  after  God : 

35.  And  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
Bock,  and  the  nigh  God  their  Redeemer. 

36.  Nevertheless  they  did  flatter  him  with  their 
mouth,  and  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues. 

37.  For  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him, 
neither  were  they  stedfast  in  his  covenant. 

38.  But  he,  being  full  of  compassion,  forgave 
their  iniquity,  and  destroyed  them  not ;  yea,  many 
a  time  turned  he  his  anger  away,  and  aid  not  stir 
up  all  his  wrath. 

39.  For  he  remembered  that  they  were  but  flesh ; 
a  wind  that  passeth  away,  and  cometh  not  again. 

49.  How  oft  did  they  provoke  him  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  grieve  him  in  the  desert ! 

41.  Yea,  they  turned  back,  and  tempted  God, 
and  limited  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

42.  They  remembered  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day 
when  he  delivered  them  from  the  enemy : 

43.  How  he  had  wrought  his  signs  in  Egypt, 
and  his  wonders  in  the  field  of  Zoan  : 

44.  And  had  turned  their  rivers  into  blood ;  and 
their  floods,  that  they  could  not  drink. 

45.  He  sent  divers  sorts  of  flies  among  them, 


26        HE  ESTABLISHED  A  TESTIMONY  IN  JACOB. 

The  speaker  is  the  Lord,  who,  in  another  place- 
saith,  "  Hear  ye  this,  0  house  of  Jacob,  who  are 
called  by  the  name  of  Israel,  and  are  come  out  of 
the  waters  of  Judah :"  but  he  complains,  saying, 
"  My  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  and 
Israel  would  none  of  me ;  then  I  gave  them  up  to 
their  own  heart's  lusts,  and  they  walked  in  their 
own  counsel."  When  Jehovah  speaks,  every  ear 
should  hear,  and  every  mouth  be  silent.  "  If  ye 
will  not  hear,  and  if  ye  will  not  lay  it  to  heart,  to 

Five  glory  unto  my  name,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
will  even  send  a  curse  upon  you,  and  I  will  curse 
your  blessings ;  yea,  I  have  cursed  them  already, 
because  ye  do  not  lay  it  to  heart."  This  Psalm  is 
a  recapitulation  of  Jehovah's  dealings  with  his 
people  Israel;  of  which  dealings  he  sayB, 

"  We  have  heard  and  known,  and  our  fathers 
have  told  us." 

"  We  will  not  hide  them  from  their  children, 
shewing  to  the  generation  to  come,  the 
praises  of  the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and 
his  wonderful  works  that  he  hath  done." 

The  design  of  this  Psalm  is  to  shew  forth  the 
praises  of  the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and  his  won- 
derful works  that  he  hath  done.  We  live  only  for 
his  honour  and  glory ;  all  who  fail  in  this,  are  like 
a  vessel  that  is  marred  in  the  hands  of  the  potter ; 
or  as  salt  which  hath  lost  its  saltness. 

"For  God  established  a  testimony  in  Jacob, 
and  appointed  a  law  in  Israel,  which  he 
commanded  our  fathers,  that  they  should 
make  them  knowu  to  their  children ;" 
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59.  When  God  heard  this>  he  was  "tfroth,  and 
greatly  abhorred  Israel : 

60.  So  that  he  forsook  the  tabernacle  of  Shfloh, 
the  tent  which  he  placed  among  men ; 

61.  And  delivered  his  strength  into  captivity, 
and  his  glory  into  the  enemy's  hand. 

62.  He  gave  his  people  over  also  unto  the  sword ; 
and  was  wroth  with  his  inheritance. 

63.  The  fire  consumed  their  young  men ;  and 
their  maidens  were  not  given  to  marriage. 

64.  Their  priests  fell  by  the  sword;  and  their 
widows  made  no  lamentation. 

65.  Then  the  Lord  awaked  as  one  out  of  Bleep, 
and  like  a  mighty  man  that  shouteth  by  reason  of 
wine. 

66.  And  he  smote  his  enemies  in  the  hinder  part ; 
he  put  them  to  a  perpetual  reproach. 

67.  Moreover  he  refused  the  tabernacle  of  Joseph, 
and  chose  not  the  tribe  of  Ephraim ; 

68.  But  he  chose  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  mount 
Zion  which  he  loved. 

69.  And  he  built  his  sanctuary  like  high  palaces, 
like  the  earth  which  he  hath  established  for  ever. 

70.  He  chose  David  also  his  servant,  and  took 
him  from  the  sheepfolds : 

71.  From  following  the  ewes  great  with  young 
he  brought  him  to  feed  Jacob  his  people,  and  Israel 
his  inheritance. 

72.  So  he  fed  them  according  to  the  integrity  of 
his  heart ;  and  guided  them  by  the  skilfulness  of 
his  hands. 

"  Give  ear,  0  my  people,  to  my  law ;  incline 
your  ears  to  tne  words  of  my  mouth. 

"I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  parable;  I  will 
utter  dark  sayings  of  old.'' 


28       HIS  COMMANDMENTS  ARE  NOT  GRIEVOUS. 


u 


That  they  might  set  their  hope  in  God.' 


Hope  in  God,  because  "he  is  faithful  who  hath 
promised :"  hope  is  begotten  by  confidence,  and 
confidence  bv  the  knowledge  of  God ;  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  they  tnat  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust 
in  thee" 

"  And  not  forget  the  works  of  God." 

Israel  forgat  his  works,  and  his  wonders,  that  he 
had  shewed  them ;  and  the  consequence  was  that 
they  plunged  into  idolatry.  The  first  downward 
step  is  to  forget  God  and  his  works.  We  for- 
get God's  works,  when  we  cease  to  remember  them 
as  his ;  thus  we  admire  a  beautiful  rose,  but  God 
designs  it  to  be  the  means  of  raising  our  admiration 
to  him ;  when  this  is  not  effected,  the  end  is  not 
answered ;  we  fail  of  the  grace  of  God  and  forget 
his  works  Let  us  seek  to  join  in  the  ascriptions  of 
praise  by  Christ,  saying,  "  Unto  thee,  O  God,  do 
we  give  thanks,  unto  thee  do  we  give  thanks,  for 
that  thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous  works  de- 
clare." 

"  But  keep  his  commandments." 

"  The  natural  mind  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  neither  indeed  can  be  ;"  but  when  the  love  of 
God  iB  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  this  repugnance 
is  removed ;  then  we  see  that  his  commandments 
are  (not  only)  not  grievous,  but  are  essential  to  our 
happiness. 

"  And  might  not  be  as  their  fathers,  a  stubborn 
and  rebellious  generation;  a  generation 
that  set  not  their  heart  aright,  and  whose 
spirit  was  not  stedfast  with  God*" 
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Why  are  men  stubborn  and  rebellious?  Because 
ihey  set  not  their  heart  aright ;  they  do  not  keep 
their  hearts  with  all  diligence,  not  understanding 
that  out  therefrom  proceed  the  issues  of  life. 

"  The  children  of  Ephraim  being  armed,  and 
carrying  bows,  turned  back  in  the  day  of 
battle." 

BeingfarremovedfromGod,and  estranged  in  their 
hearts,  on  the  day  of  battle  they  went  not  forth,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  the 
armies  of  Israel,  but  in  the  strength  of  an  arm  of 
flesh,  and  so  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle. 

"  They  kept  not  the  covenant  of  God,  and  re- 
fused to  walk  in  his  laws/' 

The  covenant  of  God  is  the  same  to  a  thousand 
generations, — "  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance."  It  was  a 
promise  gratuitously  made,  and  is  called  the  gospel 
to  Abraham.  The  same  gospel  is  preached  to  us : 
but  when  we  keep  not  the  covenant  of  God,  we 
refuse  to  walk  in  his  law ;  the  two  are  inseparable ; 
no  man  will  walk  in  his  law  who  keeps  not  his  co- 
venant ;  neither  will  any  man  be  disobedient  to  his 
law,  who  holdeth  fast  the  covenant :  the  one  is  the 
means  whereby  the  other  is  produced ;  neither  can 
the  end  be  accomplished  but  by  the  appointed 
means. 

"And  forgat  his  works,  and  his  wonders  that 

he  had  showed  them." 
"Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  sight  of  their 

fathers,  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  field 

of  Zoan." 


30        HE  LED  THEM  WITH  A  CLOUD. 

No  such  miracles  had  been  done   before   nor 
since  ;  and  yet  they  are  but  types  of  marvels,  still 
greater,  to  be  revealed  at  the  close  of  the  dispen- 
sation. 

"  He  divided  the  sea,  and  caused  them  to  pass 
through  :  and  he  made  the  waters  to 
stand  as  an  heap." 

He  said  to  Moses,  "  Lift  up  thy  rod,  and  stretch 
out  thine  hand  over  the  sea,  and  divide  it ;  and 
the  children  of  Israel  shall  go  on  dry  ground 
through  the  midst  of  the  sea,"  "  And  the  children 
of  Israel  went  into  the  midst  of  the  sea,  upon  the 
dry  ground  :  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  unto 
them  on  their  right  hand,  and  on  their  left."  And 
Israel  saw  that  great  work,  which  the  Lord  did, 
and  the  people  feared  the  Lord,  and  believed  the 
Lord,  and  his  servant  Moses." 

"  In  the  day  time  also  he  led  them  with  a 
cloud,  and  all  the  night  with  a  Eght  of 
fire." 

"  For  the  Lord  went  before  them  by  day  in  a 
pillar  of  a  cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way,  and  by 
night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light ;  to  go 
by  day  ana  ni<jht :  he  took  not  away  the  pillar  of 
the  cloud  by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
from  before  the  people ;"  and  that  the  divine  pre- 
sence was  in  that  pillar  is  certain  ;  for  when  the 
Egyptians  pursued  after  Israel,  and  went  in  after 
them  to  the  midst  of  the  sea,  it  came  to  pass,  that 
in  the  morning  watch  (Le~  between  the  hours  of 
3  and  6,  a.  m.)  the  Lord  looked  unto  the  host  of 
the  Egyptians  through  the  pillar  of  fire,  and  of  the 
cloud,  and  troubled  the  host  of  the  Egyptians. 
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*"  He  clave  the  rocks  in  the  wilderness,  and 

fave  them   drink  as  out  of  the   great 
epth." 
44  He  brought  streams  also  out  of  the  rocks, 
and  caused  waters  to  run  down  like  rivers." 

For  the  Lord  said  to  Moses,  when  the  people 
thirsted,  and  murmured  against  him,  "  Go  on  be- 
fore the  people,  and  take,  with  thee  of  the  elders  of 
Israel,  and  thy  rod  wherewith  thou  smotest  the 
river,  take  in  thine  hand,  and  go;  behold,  I  will 
stand  before  thee  there  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb : 
and  thou  shalt  smite  the  rock,  and  there  shall  come 
water  out  of  it,  that  the  people  may  drink ;  and 
Moses  did  so,  in  the  sight  of  the  elders  of  Israel ; 
and  so  "  they  drank  of  that  rock  which  followed 
them,  and  that  rock  was  Christ," 
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But  they  sinned  yet  more  against  him,  by 
provoking  the  Most  High  in  the  wilder- 


ness." 


"And  they  tempted  God  in  their  heart,  by 
asking  meat  for  their  lust." 

"  Yea,  they  spake  against  God  :  they  said, 
Can  God  furnish  a  table  in  the  wilder- 
ness?" 

"Behold,  he  smote  the  rock,  and  the  waters 
gushed  out,  and  the  streams  overflowed : 
Can  he  give  bread  also  ?  can  he  provide 
flesh  for  his  people  ?" 

Notwithstanding  the  marvellous  works  which  he 
did  in  the  midst  of  the  people,  they  murmured  and 
complained,  and  the  Lord  heard  it ;  and  his  anger 
was  Kindled;  and  the  fire  of  the  Lord  burnt  among 
them;  but  when  Moses  prayed  to  the  Lord,  the 


32  THEY  BELIEVED  XOT  IN  GOD. 

fire  was  quenched  :  then  the  mixed  multitude,  that 
was  among  them,  fefl  a  lusting :  and  the  children 
of  Israel  wept  again,  and  said.  Who  shall  give  us 
flesh  to  eat  ?  We  remember  the  fish  which  we  did 
eat  in  Egypt  freely;  the  cucumbers,  and  the  melons, 
and  the  leeks,  and  the  onions,  and  the  garlick ;  but 
now  our  soul  is  dried  away ;  there  is  nothing  at 
all  besides  this  manna  before  our  eyes.  The  people 
wept  throughout  their  families,  every  man  in  the 
door  of  his  tent,  and  they  said,  Give  us  flesh,  that 
we  may  eat"  And  thus  they  provoked  the  Most 
High,  and  tempted  God,  by  asking  meat  for  their 
lust. 

"Therefore  the  Lord  heard  this,  and  was 
wroth ;  so  a  fire  was  kindled  against  Ja- 
cob, and  anger  came  up  against  Israel." 

"  Because  they  believed  not  in  God,  and  trus- 
ted not  in  his  salvatioa." 

The  secret  spring  of  all  evil  is  unbelief;  we  be- 
lieve not  in  God,  we  believe  not  in  the  revelation 
which  he  has  given  of  himself  by  Jesus  Christ.  We 
believe  not  in  his  gospel,  ue.  in  his  promise  of  eter- 
nal life,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus ; 
and  thus  we  remain  unchanged,  "serving  divers  lusts 
and  pleasures,  hateful  and  hating  one  another."  So 
it  was  with  the  Israelites,  to  whom  the  gospel  was 
preached;  "they  could  not  enter  in,  because  of 
unbelief ;"  and  tnis  evil  principle  led  them  to  mis- 
construe and  misinterpret  the  wonderful  mercies 
which  he  had  shewed.  They  would  not  be  per- 
suaded of  his  goodness. 

"  Though  he  had  commanded  the  clouds  from 
above,  and  opened  the  doors  of  heaven," 


HE  GAVE  THEM  BREitf)  FROM  HEAVEN  TO  EAT.  33 

"  And  had  rained  down  manna  upon  them  to 
eat,  and  had  given  them  of  the  corn  of 
heaven  :  for  man  did  eat  angels'  food." 

The  manna  was  as  coriander  seed,  and  the  colour 
thereof  as  the  colour  of  bdellium ;  and  the  people 
went  about,  and  gathered  it,  and  ground  it  in  mills, 
or  beat  it  in  a  mortar,  and  baked  it  in  pans,  and 
made  cakes  of  it ;  and  the  taste  of  it  was  as  the 
taste  of  fresh  oil,  or  Eke  wafers  made  with  honey : 
and  when  the  dew  fell  upon  the  camp  in  the  night, 
the  manna  fell  upon  it.  Thus  did  the  Lord  rain 
bread  from  heaven  for  them.  This  was  literally  the 
corn  of  heaven,  or  the  bread  which  forms  the 
sustenance  of  angels :  and  this  nourishing  diet  was 
supplied  to  the  Israelites  forty  years,  until  they 
came  to  a  land  inhabited,  even  the  borders  of  the 
land  of  Canaan:  they  were  supernaturally  sustained, 
for  they  neither  sowed,  nor  reaped,  nor  gathered 
into  barns,  but  God  fed  them ;  and  caused  daily 
supplies  to  fall  into  the  midst  of  their  camp ;  yet 
would  they  not  be  convinced  of  the  goodness  of 
God,  but  hdrboured  evil  against  him  in  their  hearts, 
and  said,  "  Can  God  furnish  a  table  in  the  wilder- 
ness ?  can  he  provide  flesh  for  his  people  V9 

"  He  sent  them  meat  to  the  full." 

"  He  caused  an  east  wind  to  blow  in  the  hea- 
ven ;  and  by  his  power  he  brought  in 
the  south  wind." 

"  He  rained  flesh  upon  them  as  dust,  and 
feathered  fowi  like  as  the  sand  of  the  sea." 

"  And  he  let  it  fall  in  the  midst  of  their  camp, 
round  about  their  habitations." 

4i  So  they  did  eat,  and  were  well  filled :  for  he 
gave  them  their  own  desire." 
3  vol.  n. 


34  THEY  PROVOKED  GOD  IN  THE  DESERT. 

"  The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  say  thou  unto  the 
people,  Sanctify  yourselves  against  to-morrow,  and 
ye  shall  eat  flesh :  for  ye  have  wept  in  the  ears  of 
the  Lord,  saying,  Who  shall  give  us  flesh  to  eat, 
for  it  was  well  with  us  in  Egypt :  therefore  the 
Lord  will  give  you  flesh,  and  ye  shajl  eat.    Ye 
shall  not  eat  one  day,  nor  two  clays,  nor  five  days, 
neither  ten  days,  nor  twenty  days,  but  even  a 
whole  month,  until  it  come  out  at  your  nostrils,  and 
it  be  loathsome  unto  you;  because  that  ye  have 
despised  the  Lord  who  is  among  you,  and  have 
wept  before  him,  saying,  Why  came  we  forth  out 
of  Egypt?    And  Moses  said,  The  people  among 
whom  1  am  are  six  hundred  thousand  footmen: 
and  thou  hast  said,  I  will  give  them  flesh,  that  they 
may  eat,  a  whole  month.     Shall  the  flocks  and  the 
herds  be  slain  for  them,  to  suffice  them  ?  or  shall 
all  the  fish  of  the  sea  be  gathered  together  for 
them,  to  suffice  them?    And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  Is  the  Lord's  hand  waxed  short?  thou  shalt 
see  now,  whether  my  word  shall  come  to  pass  unto 
thee  or  not."     "  And  there  went  forth  a  wind  from 
the  Lord,  and  brought  quails  from  the  sea,  and 
let  them  fall  by  the  camp,  as  it  were  a  day's  jour- 
ney on  this  side,  and  as  it  were  a  day's  jouruey 
on  the  other  side,  round  about  the  camp,  and  as 
it  were  two  cubits  high  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
And  the  people  stood  up  all  that  day,  and  all  that 
night,  and  all  the  next  day,  and  they  gathered  the 
quails  :  he  that  gathered  least  gathered  ten  homers: 
(now  an  homer  is  the  tenth  part  of  an  ephah,  being 
three  pints  and  a  half,  and  an  ephah  is  a  half  bushel 
and  pottle)  and  they  spread  them  all  abroad  for 
themselves,  round  about  the  camp."  (Numb.  xi.  18.) 
Thus  did  the  Lord  work  a  miracle  equal  to  any 
that  he  had  wrought  in  Egypt ;  yet  the  people  saw 
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not  his  hand,  for  their  hearts  were  hardened ;  they 
thought  of  nothing  but  the  gratifying  of  their  ap- 
petites. To  eat  and  to  drink  was  the  one.  thing 
needful  in  their  estimation,  and  so  their  God  was 
their  beDy,  and  their  glory  their  shame. 


u 


it 


They  were  not  estranged  from,  their  lust," 

(and  therefore)  "wnile  their  meat  was 

yet  in  their  mouths." 
The  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  and 

slew  the  fattest  of  them,  and  smote  down 

the  chosen  men  of  IsraeL" 


"  While  the  flesh  was  yet  between  their  teeth,  ere 
it  was  chewed,  the  wrath  of  God  was  kindled 
against  the  people ;  and  the  Lord  smote  the  peo- 
ple with  a  very  great  plague.  Thus  did  they  pro- 
voke him  to  anger  with  their  lusts,  and  thus  did 
he  afflict  them  in  his  anger :  and  all  these  things 
happened  to  them  for  ensamples  to  us,  upon  whom 
the  ends  of  the  world  are  come ;  that  we  should 
not  lust  after  evil  things,  as  they  lusted,  and  so 
perished  in  the  wilderness.  If  God  did  not  spare 
them,  neither  will  he  spare  us,  if  we  are  found  walk- 
ing after  the  same  example  of  unbelief. 

"  For  all  this  they  sinned  still,  and  believed 
not  for  his  wondrous  works." 


They  went  on  still  in  their  wickedness  ;  "  they 
loved  evil  more  than  good,  and  lying  rather  than  to 
speak  righteousness."  "  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner 
and  the  ass  his  master's  crib,  but  Israel  doth  not 
know,  my  people  do  not  consider."     "  They  re- 
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garded  ndt  the  works  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  operas 
tion  of 'his  hands."  God  did  great  wonders  and 
signs  among  them,  but  their  hearts  were  hardened, 
and  "  they  oelieved  not,  for  his  wondrous  works ;" 
their  minds  had  become  brutish,  so  that  they  see- 
ing saw  not,  and  hearing  they  heard  not." 

"  Therefore  their  days  did  lie  consume  in  va- 
nity, and  their  years  iu  trouble." 

He  suffered  them  to  follow  their  own  counsels, 
and  to  walk  after  the  lusts  of  their  own  hearts; 
and  thus  their  days  were  consumed  in  vanity :  but 
vanity  ends  in  trouble,  for  the  end  of  those  things 
is  death.  A  life  spent  in  vanity,  must  be  followed 
by  mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe ;  for  God  hath 
said,  "  many  troubles  shall  be  to  the  wicked,  but 
he  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  mercy  shall  compass 
him  about." 

"  When  he  slew  them,  then  they  sought  him : 
and  they  returned  and  enquired  early 
after  God." 

"And  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
rock,  and  the  high  God  their  redeemer." 

Sometimes  they  repented,  and  -expressed  a  will- 
ingness to  be  obedient,  and  to  some  extent  did 
works  meet  for  repentance ;  thus  they  willingly 
brought  their  offerings  to  the  Lord,  for  the  build- 
ing of  the .  tabernacle,  and  its  furniture  ;  they 
brought  more  than  enough,  so  willingly  did  they 
offer.  When  after  many  provocations,  he  lifted 
up  his  hand,  and  sware  that  they  should  not  enter 
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into  his  rest,  "  then  the  people  mourned  greatly ; 
and  they  rose  up  early  in  tne  morning,  and  gat 
them  up  into  the  top  of  the  mountain,  saying,  Lo, 
we  be  nere,  and  will  go  up  unto  the  place,  which 
the  Lord  hath  promised,  for  we  have  sinned." 
Such  contrition  would  have  been  acceptable  before, 
but  was  now  too  late ;  when  he  called  they  did 
not  answer ;  now  when  they  would,  he  would  not : 
for  there  is  an  acceptable  time,  and  woe  to  such  as 
do  not  embrace  it;  for  no  future  opportunity  of 
returning  to  Him  will  ever  be  granted, 

"  Nevertheless  they  did  flatter  him  with  their 
mouth,  and  lied  unto  him  with  their 
tongue." 

Their  repentance  was  one  that  needed  again  to 
be  repented  of ;  it  wanted  depth,  and  was  evanes- 
cent as  the  morning  cloud,  and  the  early  dew,  which 
vanisheth  quickly  away.  They  praised  God  with 
their  mouth,  but  their  hearts  went  after  their  covet- 
ousness.  Is  it  not  so,  even  now,  with  our  formal 
prayers,  and  devout  words,  when  we  honour  him 
with  our  lips,  but  our  hearts  are  far  from  him  1  We 
present  only  aformal  respect,  such  as  no  parent  would 
accept  from  his  children  ;  but  in  vain  do  we  thus 
worship  him.  "  When  ye  spread  forth  your  hands, 
I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;  yea,  when  ye 
make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear." 

"  For  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  nei- 
ther were  they  stedfast  in  his  covenant." 

Our  hearte  are  right  with  God,  when  we  love 
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God  ;  "  and  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his 
commandments."  The  promise  of  eternal  inheri- 
tance, is  God's  covenant,  referred  to  in  this  verse, 
in  which  the  Israelites  were  not  stedfast.  They 
trusted  it  one  day,  and  forgot  it  the  next ;  they 
had  no  settled,  fixed  dependence,  but  wavered,  and 
were  unstedfast,  and  thus  brought  no  fruit  to  per- 
fection :  for  the  promise,  although  made  to  all,  will 
be  given  only  to  such  as  "  hold  the  beginning  of 
then:  confidence,  and  the  rejoicing  of  their  hope 
firm  unto  the  end." 


<< 


But  he,  being  full  of  compassion,  forgave 
their  iniquity,  and  destroyed  them  not; 
yea,  manv  a  time  turned  he  his  anger 
away,  and  did  not  stir  up  all  his  wrath. ' 


"  They  rebelled  against  me,  saith  the  Lord,  and 
would  not  hearken  unto  me ;  they  did  not  every 
man  cast  away  the  abomination  of  his  eyes,  neither 
did  they  forsake  the  idols  of  Egypt ;  then  I  said, 
I  will  pour  out  my  fury  upon  them  to  accomplish 
mine  anger  against  them  in  the  midst  of  the  land  of 
Egypt ;  but  1  wrought  for  my  name  sake,  that  it 
should  not  be  pulluted  before  the  heathen,  among 
whom  they  were;  in  whose  sight  I  made  myself  known 
unto  them  in  bringing  them  forth  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt"  (Ezekiel  xx.  8).  Ten  times  did  they  pro- 
voke him  in  the  wilderness,  and  grieve  him  in  the 
desert :  but  he,  being  full  of  compassion,  forgave 
their  iniquity,  as  he  said  to  Moses,  "  I  have  par- 
doned according  to  thy  word."  If  men  but  knew 
how  much  they  are  indebted  to  the  longHSuffering 
and  forbearance  of  God,  for  the  prolongation  of 
their  days,  and  the  continuance  of  their  blessings, 
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then  would  they  humble  themselves  before  him, 
and  turn  their  feet  unto  his  testimonies ;  but  they 
know  not,  and  so  go  on  still  in  a  life  of  alienation* 
from  God,  until  the  wrath  come  upon  them  to  the 
uttermost,  and  there  be  no  remedy.  "  It  is  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  consumed,  and  be- 
cause his  compassions  (up  till  now)  have  not  failed." 

"He  remembereth  that  we  are  but  flesh:  a 
wind  that  passeth  away,  and  cometh  not 
again." 

"As  for  man,  his  days  are  as  grass;  as  a  flower 
of  the  field  so  he  flounsheth ;  for  the  wind  passeth 
over  it,  and  it  is  gone  ;  and  the  place  thereof  shall 
know  it  no  more.'  (Psalm  ciii).  Who  regards  the 
passing  breeze  ?  yet  such  is  the  frail  tenure  of  life  ; 
we  appear  on  the  stage  for  a  brief  period,  like 
actors,  performing  each  their  part,  and  then  vanish- 
ing out  of  sight  to  reappear  no  more. 

"  They  turned  back  and  tempted  God,  and 
limited  the  holy  one  of  Israel." 

Drawn  by  their  lusts,  by  a  craving  to  gratify 
their  appetites,  "  they  turned  back  in  their  hearts ;" 
they  wished  to  return  to  the  flesh  pots  of  Egypt, 
and  said,  "  Let  us  make  a  captain,  and  let  us  return 
into  Egypt ;"  thus  they  tempted  God,  and  despised 
the  pleasant  land  which  he  had  promised  to  give 
them;  they  believed  not  in  his  power  to  perform  that 
which  he  had  promised ;  and  so  they  limited  tho 
holy  one  of  Israel,  until  at  length  he  lifted  up  his. 
hand,  and  swore  in  his  wrath,  that  they  should  not 
enter  into  his  rest. 


40  GOD  WROUGHT  HIS  SIGNS  IN  EGYPT. 

"  They  remembered  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day 
when  he  delivered  them  from  the  enemy," 

"  How  he  -had  wrought  his  signs  in  Egypt,  and 
his  wonders  in  the  field  of  Zoan." 

They  forgat  his  works,  and  his  wonders  that  he 
had  shewed  them  ;  and  although  no  nation  or  peo- 
ple had  before  or  since  experienced  such  a  wonder- 
ful interposition  on  their  behalf,  all  his  goodness 
was  lost  upon  them ;  they  forgat  God,  even  while 
he  himself  was  manifestly  among  them,  in  a  pillar 
of  cloud  by  day,  and  of  flaming  fire  by  night; 
neither  were  his  wonderful  works  m  Egypt  remem- 
bered ;  his  works,  done  to  compel  the  Egyptians  to 
let  them  go. 

"  And  had  turned'their  rivers  into  blood ;  and 
their  floods  that  they  could  not  drink." 

"He  sent  divers  sorts  of  flies  among  them, 
which  devoured  them ;  and  frogs  which 
destroyed  them." 

"  He  gave  also  their  increase  unto  the  cater- 
pillar, and  their  labour  unto  the  locust." 

"  He  destroyed  their  vines  with  hail,  and  their 
sycamore  trees  ^with  frost. 

"  He  gave  up  their  cattle  also  to  the  hail,  and 
their  flocks  to  hot  thunderbolts." 

All  these  terrible  displays  of  the  power  of  an  an- 
gry God  are  recorded  at  length  in  the  first  chapters 
of  Exodus,  and  are  intended  to  shew  us  what  we 
may  expect,  if,  like  the  Egyptians,  we  persist  in  an 
evil  course,  by  continuing  in  estrangement  from 
God.  Notwithstanding  all  these  judgments,  they 
continued  to  resist  him,  by  refusing  to  release  his 
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people  from  the  hard  bondage,  into  which  they  had 
brought  them,  until 

"  He  cast  upon  them  the  fierceness  of  his  anger, 
wrath,  indignation,  and  trouble,  by  send- 
ing evil  angels  among  them.** 

This  great  judgment,  was  a  type  of  one  still  more 
awful,  to  come  upon  the  nations,  and  is  described 
at  length  in  the  9th  chapter  of  Revelation,  where 
for  a  period  of  five  months,  the  world  will  be  full 
of  darkness ;  and  evil  angels  in  horrible  forms  will 
afflict  men ;  and  again  for  thirteen  months,  will 
destroy  by  fire  a  third  part  of  mankind. 

"  He  made  a  way  to  his  anger ;  he  spared  not 

their  soul  from  death,  but  gave  their  life 

over  to  the  pestilence." 
"  And  smote  all  the  first  born  in  Egypt ;  the 

chief  of  their  strength  in  the  tabernacles 

of  Ham." 

"  It  came  to  pass,  that  at  midnight,  the  Lord 
smote  all  the  first  born  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  from 
the  first  born  of  Pharaoh  that  sat  on  his  tnrone,  un- 
to the  first  born  of  the  captive  that  was  in  the  dun- 
geon ;  and  all  the  first  born  of  cattle.  And  Pharaoh 
rose  up  in  the  night,  he,  and  all  his  servants ;  and 
all  the  Egyptians ;  and  there  was  a  great  cry  in 
Egypt ;  for  there  was  not  a  house  where  there  was 
not  one  dead."  (Exodus  xii.  29).  Thus  did  the 
Lord  make  a  way  for  his  anger ;  and  there  was  a 

Seat  cry  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  such  as 
ere  was  none  like  it,  nor  shall  be  like  it  any  more 
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"  But  made  his  own  people  to  go  forth  Hke 
sheep,  and  guided  them  in  the  wilderness 
like  a  flock." 

"And  he  led  them  on  safely,  so  that  they 
feared  not;  but  the  sea  overwhelmed  their 


enemies." 


The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "  Stretch  out  thine 
hand  over  the  sea,  that  the  waters  may  come  again 
upon  the  Egyptians,  upon  their  chariots,  upon  tneir 
horsemen.  And  Moses  stretched  forth  nis  hand 
over  the  sea ;  and  the  sea  returned  to  his  strength 
when  the  morning  appeared;  and  the  Egyptians 
fled  against  it ;  and  the  Lord  overthrew  the  Egyp- 
tians in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  And  the  waters  re- 
turned, and  covered  the  chariots,  and  the  horsemen, 
and  all  the  host  of  Pharaoh,  that  came  into  the  sea 
after  them ;  there  remained  not  so  much  as  one  of 
them."  (Exodus  xiv.  26). 

"  And  he  brought  them  to  the  border  of  his 
sanctuary,  even  to  this  mountain  which 
his  right  hand  had  purchased." 

"Thou  in  thy  mercy  hast  led  forth  the  people 
which  thou  hast  redeemed ;  thou  hast  guided  them 
in  thy  strength,  unto  thy  holy  habitation.  Thou 
shalt  oring  them  in,  and  plant  them  in  the  moun- 
tain of  thine  inheritance,  in  the  place,  0  Lord, 
which  thou  hast  made  for  thee  to  dwell  in ,  in  the 
sanctuary,  0  Lord,  which  thy  hands  have  esta- 
blished ;  the  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever !" 
The  mountain  oi  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  Jeru*al#tn,  the 
capital  of  all  lands,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and  the 
joy  of  the  whole  earth.     There  shall  be  "  the  place 
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of  his  throne,  and  the  place  of  the  soles  of  his  feet, 
where  he  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel 
for  ever/'  (Ezekiel  xliii.  7).  There  the  Lord  shall 
reign. 

"He  cast  out  the  heathen  also  before  them, 
and  made  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  dwell  in 
their  tents,  and  divided  them  an  inheri- 
tance by  line." 

"  They  gat  not  the  land  in  possession  by  their 
own  sword,  neither  did  their  own  arm  save  them ; 
bat  thy  hand,  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  of  thy 
countenance,  because  thou  hadst  a  favour  unto 
them."  "He  remembered  his  holy  promise,  and 
Abraham  his  servant,  and  he  brought  forth  his  peo- 
ple with  joy,  and  his  chosen  with  gladness ;  and 
gave  them  the  lands  of  the  heathen ;  and  they  in- 
herited the  labour  of  the  people ;  that  theyt  might 
observe  his  statutes,  and  keep  his  laws."  (Psalm 
cv.  42). 

"Yet  they  tempted  and  provoked  the  most 
high  God,  and  kept  not  his  testimonies." 

"  But  turned  back  ana  dealt  unfaithfullv  like 
their  fathers ;  they  were  turned  aside  like 
a  deceitful  bow." 


The  Lord  said  by  Jeremiah,  (ii.  7)  "  I  brought 
you  into  a  plentiful  country,  to  eat  tne  fruit  there- 
of, and  the  goodness  thereof;  but  when  ye  entered, 
ye  defiled  my  land,  and  made  mine  heritage  an 
abomination." 


44       THEY  MOVED  HIM  TO  JEALOUSY  WITH  IDOLS. 

"  They  provoked  him  to  auger  with  their  high 
places,  and  moved  him  to  jealousy  with 
their  graven  images." 

They  said  with  their  mouth, "  I  will  not  transgress 
while  upon  every  high  hill  and  under  every  green 
tree,  they  wandered,  playing  the  harlot ;  saying  to 
a  stock,  Thou  art  my  father,  and  to  a  stone,  Thou 
hast  brought  me  forth."  They  turned  their  back  un- 
to God,  and  not  their  face;  "Ah,  sinful  nation,  a 
people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  seed  of  evil  doers, 
children  that  are  corrupters,  they  have  forsaken 
the  Lord,  they  have  provoked  the  holy  one  of  Is- 
rael to  anger." 


"  When  the  Lord  heard  this,  he  was  wroth, 

and  greatly  abhorred  Israel." 
"  So  that  he  forsook  the  tabernacle  of  Shiloh, 

the  tent  which  he  placed  among  men." 
"  And  delivered  his  strength  into  captivity,  and 

his  glory  into  the  enemies'  hand." 

"  Go  ye  now,  saith  the  Lord,  unto  my  place 
which  was  in  Shiloh,  where  I  set  my  name  at  the 
first,  and  see  what  I  did  to  it  for  the  wickedness  of 
my  people  Israel :  I  will  do  unto  this  house  which 
is  called  by  my  name,  and  wherein  ye  trust,  and 
unto  to  the  place  which  I  gave  to  you  and  to  your 
fathers,  as  I  have  done  to  Shiloh."  "  The  ark  of 
God  was  taken,  and  the  glory  departed  from  Israel." 
For  a  period  of  four  hundred  years,  even  from  the 
time  of  their  entrance  into  the  promised  land,  up 
until  the  time  of  Samuel  the  Lord  had  planted  his 
tabernacle  or  tentin  Shiloh,  with  its  court,  and  its  holy 
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place  into  which  the  priests  alone  might  enter,  and 
its  most  holy  place,  into  which  the  high  priest  alone 
entered  once  in  the  year;  all  thiR  was  suddenly 
brought  to  a  close,  as  is  recorded  at  length  in 
1st  Samuel,  "  The  priests,  Hophni  and  Phinehas, 
who  had  brought  the  ark  into  the  field  of  battle, 
were  slain,  and  the  ark  was  delivered  into  the  en- 
emies' hand." 

"  He  gave  his  people  over  also  to  the  sword ; 

and  was  wroth  with  his  inheritance." 
"  The  fire  consumed  their  young  men ;  and 

their  maidens  were  not  given  in  marriage." 
"  Their  priests  fell  by  the  sword ;  and   their 

widows  made  no  lamentation." 

"  Israel  was  smitten  on  the  day  that  they  brought 
into  the  field  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  who  dwelleth  between  the  cherubim ;  and 
Uiey  fled,  every  man  to  his  tent,  and  there  was  a 
very  great  slaughter,  for  there  fell  of  Israel,  thirty 
thousand  footmen,  and  the  two  sons  of  Eh,  Hophni 
and  Phinehas  were  slain  ;  and  when  Eli  heard  the 
doleful  tidings,  that  his  two  sons  were  Blain,  and 
that  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  he  fell  off"  from  the 
seat  backward  by  the  side  of  the  gate,  and  his  neck 
brake,  and  he  died ;  and  his  daughter-in-law,  Phine- 
has' wife,  was  with  child,  near  to  be  delivered ;  and 
when  she  heard  the  tidings,  that  the  ark  of  God 
was  taken,  and  that  her  father-in-law,  and  her  hus- 
band were  dead ;  she  bowed  herself,  and  travailed, 
for  her  pains  came  upon  her.  And  about  the  time 
of  her  death,  the  women  that  stood  by  her  said  un- 
to her,  Fear  not,  for  thou  hast  born  a  son :  but  she 
answered  not,  neither  regarded :  but  named  the 


46       THEN  HE  AWAKED  AS  ONE  OUT  OP  SLEEP. 

child,  I-chabod,  saying,  The  glory  is  departed  from 
Israel." 

'.'  Then  the  Lord  awaked  as  one  out  of  sleep, 
and  like  a  mighty  man  that  shouteth  by 
of  reason  wine." 

"And  he  smote  his  enemies  in  the  hinder 
parts :  he  put  them  to  a  perpetual  re- 
proach." 

The  Philistines  took  the  ark  of  God,  and  brought 
it  into  the  house  of  their  idol,  named  Dagon,  and 
set  it  by  Dagon  ;  and  when  they  rose  early  in  the 
morning,  behold  Dagon  was  fallen  upon  his  face  to 
the  ground  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
head  of  Dagon,  and  both  the  palms  of  his  hands 
were  cut  off  upon  the  threshold ;  only  the  stump  of 
Dagon  was  left  to  him.    And  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
was  heavy  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  (Ash- 
dod)  and  he  destroyed  them,  and  smote  them  with 
emerods :  and  they  carried  the  ark  to   Gath,  (a 
neighbouring  city.)    And  it  was  so,  that  after  they 
had  carried  it  about,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
against  the  city  with  a  very  great  destruction ;  and 
he  smote  the  men  of  thecity  both  small  andgreat;  and 
they  had  emerods  in  their  secret  parts :  from  thence 
they  brought  it  to  Ekron  ;  and  there  also,  was  a 
deadly  destruction  throughout  all  the   city  :  the 
hand  of  God  was  very  heavy  there :  and  tne  men 
that  died  not,  were  smitten  with  emerods,  and  the 
cry  of  the  city  went  up  to  heaven.     The  ark  of  the 
Lord  was  in  the  country  of  the  Philistines  seven 
months ;  and  after  consultation,  they  sent  it  again 
to  the  land  of  Israel.    Thus  did  the  Lord  avenge 
himself,  both  on  Israel  for  their  sins,  and  on  the 
Philistines,   who   had  presumptuously  taken   the 
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ark  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  placed  it  beside  their  * 
idoL 

"  Moreover,  he  refused  the  tabernacle  of  Joseph, 
and  chose  not  the  tribe  of  Ephraim." 

"  But  chose  the  tribe  Judah,  the  mount  Zion 
which  he  loved.** 

"  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren  shall 
praise  :  thy  hand  shall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine  ene- 
mies :  thy  father's  children  shall  bow  down  to  thee. 
The  sceptre  shaD  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law- 
giver from  between  his  feet  until  Shiloh  come, 
and  unto  him  shall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be." 
(Gen.  xlix.  8.)  Of  the  twelve  tribes,  God  chose 
the  tribe  of  Judah ;  and  of  their  lot,  or  divison  of 
the  land,  he  chose  the  Mount  Zion,  which  he  loved ; 
and  where  he  shall  set  the  throne  of  his  gloiy  for 
ever :  "  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount 
Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients 
gloriously." 

"  And  he  built  his  sanctuary  like  high  palaces, 
like  the  earth  which  he  hath  established 
for  ever." 

"  He  will  beautify  the  place  of  his  sanctuary,  he 
will  make  the  place  of  his  feet  glorious;"  and  all 
nations  shall  come,  and  worship  before  him,  "  They 
shall  walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her, 
they  will  teD  the  towers  thereof,  will  mark  well  her 
bulwarks,  and  consider  her  palaces,  and  tell  it  to 
the  generation  following ;  for  this  God  is  our  God, 
for  ever  and  ever ;  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto 
death."    (Psalm  lxviii.).      This  sanctuary  will  be 

}>erpetual,  like  the  earth,  which  he  hath  established 
or  ever. 
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"  He  chose  David  also  his  servant,  and  took 

kim  from  the  sheep-folds." 
"  From  following  the  ewes  great  with  young, 

he  brought  him  to  feed  Jacob  his  people, 

and  Israel  his  inheritance." 
"  So  he  fed  them  according  to  the  integrity  of 

his  heart ;  and  guided  them  by  the  skil- 

fulness  of  his  hands." 

This  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  was  the  youngest 
•of  eight  sons ;  him  the  Lord  chose  to  be  ruler  over 
his  people  Israel :  •'  a  man  according  to  God's  own 
heart,"  who  (with  one  exception)  served  the  Lord 
faithfully  all  his  days,  and  yielded  himself  to  the 
Holy  Ghost,  to  be  his  amanuensis,  or  as  he  expresses 
it,  "  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  ;"  through  whose 
instrumentality  this  precious  book,  called  "  The 
Psalms,"  has  become  a  blessing  to  the  people  of 
God,  from  generation  to  generation. 


PSALM    LXXIX.      . 

1  0  God,  the  heathen  are  come  into  thine  inheri- 
tance ;  thy  holy  temple  have  they  defiled ;  they 
have  laid  Jerusalem  on  heaps. 

2.  The  dead  bodies  of  thy  servants  have  they 
given  to  be  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  the 
flesh  of  thy  saints  unto  the  beasts  of  the  earth. 

3.  Their  blood  have  they  shed  like  water  round 
about  Jerusalem  ;  and  there  was  none  to  bury 
them. 

4.  We  are  become  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours, 
a  scorn  and  derision  to  them  that  are  round  about 
tis. 

5.  How  long,  Lord  ?  wilt  thou  be  angry  for  ever  f 
shall  thy  jealousy  burn  like  fire  ? 

6.  Pour  out  thy  wrath  upon  the  heathen  that 
have  not  known  thee,  and  upon  the  kingdoms  that 
have  not  called  upon  thy  name  : 

7.  For  they  have  devoured  Jacob,  and  laid  waste 
his  dwelling  place. 

8.  0  remember  not  against  us  former  iniquities  : 
let  thy  tender  mercies  speedily  prevent  us ;  for  we 
are  brought  very  low. 

9.  Help  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation,  for  the  glory 
of  thy  name ;  and  deliver  us,  and  purge  away  our 
sins,  for  thy  name's  sake. 

10.  Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say.  Where  is 
their  God  t  let  him  be  known  among  the  heathen 
in  our  sight  by  the  revenging  of  the  blood  of  thy 
servants  which  is  shed. 

4  vol.  n. 
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11.  Let  the  sighing  of  the  prisoner  come  before 
thee  ;  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy  power  pro- 
serve  thou  those  that  are  appointed  to  die  ; 

12.  And  render  unto  our  neighbours  sevenfold 
into  their  bosom  their  reproach,  wherewith  they 
have  reproached  thee,  0  Lord. 

13.  So-  we  thv  people,  and  sheep  of  thy  pasture, 
will  give  thee  thanks  for  ever:  we  will  shew  forth 
thy  praise  to  all  generations. 

"  0  God,  the  heathen  are  come  into  thine  in- 
heritance." 

The  heathen  did  not  come  into  his  inheritance 
after  the  overthrow  by  Nebuchadnezzar :  the  city 
and  country  lay  waste,  until  their  return  by  an 
edict  from  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia.  The  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  mouth  of  David,  speaks  of  the  final  over- 
throw and  dispersion  by  Vespasian  and  Titus,  the 
Roman  Emperors  ;  then  the  heathen  came  into  the 
inheritance.  The  city  indeed  was  destroyed,  in- 
somuch that  one  stone  was  not  left  upon  another; 
but  upon  the  site,  and  over  the  debris  of  the  ancient 
city,  another  was  built,  and  called  by  the  same 
name  ;  and  the  "  worst  of  the  heathen,"  according 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  do  now  occupy  that  site  ; 
but  "  the  Lord  will  choose  Jerusalem  again.  He 
who  at  his  first  coming  came  unto  her,  "sitting  upon 
an  ass,  on  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  ass.  meek,  and  hav- 
ing salvation."  will  come  unto  her  again,  to  depart 
no  more  ;  and  "  his  dominion  shall  be  from  sea  even 
to  sea,  and  from  the  river  even  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth."  (Zechariah  ix.  9).  But  now  the  Mahometan 
has  raised  up  his  idolatrous  mosque  on  the  site  of 
the  temple  of  God,  and  there  he  repeats  his  Koran, 
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and  offers  his  prayers ;  "  but  in  vain  do  they  wor- 
ship me,  teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments 
of  men." 

*'  Thy  holy  temple  have  they  defiled ;  they 
have  laid  Jerusalem  on  heaps." 

The  Jews,  while  professing  to  honour  God,  de- 
Sled  and  polluted  his  temple,  by  turning  it  into  a 
house  of  merchandise  ;  and  therefore  God  gave  it 
up  to  be  defiled  by  the  heathen,  and  Jerusalem  to 
be  laid  on  heaps,  as  it  is  written,  "  Therefore  shall 
Zion,  for  your  sake,  be  plowed  as  a  field,  and  Jeru- 
salem shall  become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the 
house  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest." 

"The  dead  bodies  of  thy  servants,  have  they 
given  to  be  meat  to  the  fowls  of  the  hea- 
ven, the  flesh  of  thy  saints  unto  the 
beasts  of  the  earth." 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  three  great 
festivals,  some  two  or  three  millions  of  people  were 
suddenly  surrounded,  and  inclosed  Dy  a  large 
trench,  so  that  escape  from  the  city  was  impossible ; 
many  thousands  died  by  famine,  during  the  siege ; 
still  greater  numbers  by  the  sword,  and  the  pesti- 
lence ;  and  the  survivors  at  the  taking  of  the  city 
were  mostly  slain,  and  the  remainder  Bent  away 
captive. 

"  Their  blood  have  they  shed  like  water  round 
about  Jerusalem  ;  and  there  was  none  to 
bury  them." 

Then  was  fulfilled  the  words  of  our  Lord,"  Daugh- 
ters of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for 
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yourselves  and  for  your  children  ;  for,  behold,  the 
days  are  coming,  in  the  which  they  shall  say,  "  Bles- 
sed are  the  barren  that  never  bare,  and  the  breasts 
that  never  gave  suck."  The  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem was  the  most  deadly  that  had  ever  occurred 
in  the  annals  of  history ;  for  their  blood  literally  ran 
in  torrents,  and  was  shed  like  water  round  about 
Jerusalem ;  and  the  dead  so  greatly  outnumbered 
the  living,  that  there  was  almost  none  to  bury 
them :  truly  these  were  the  days  of  vengeance :  but 
there  are  days  of  vengeance  yet  to  come  on  the 
Gentile  nations,  still  more  awfully  severe ;  as  re- 
corded in  the  book  of  Revelation. 

u  We  are  become  a  reproach  to  our  neigh- 
bours, a  scorn  and  derision  to  them  that 
are  round  about  us." 

The  Jews  have  been  a  persecuted  and  despised 
•  people  ever  since  their  dispersion ;  loaded  with  re- 
proaches, and  a  scorn  and  derision  in  all  the  coun- 
tries whither  they  have  been  scattered;  "  a  people 
meted  out,  ard  trodden  down,  whose  land  the 
rivers  have  spoiled." 

"  How  long,  Lord  ?  wilt  thou  be  angry  for 
ever  %  shall  thy  jealousy  burn  like  fire  ? 

Generation  after  generation  has  passed  away, 
century  after  century  has  rolled  along,  and  still  no 
sign  or  indication  from  Jehovah,  that  his  wrath  is 
abated,  or  his  anger  withdrawn.  How  long,  0 
Lord  ?  0  when  wilt  thou  turn  to  us  again  I  Shall 
there  be  no  termination  to  thine  anger  ?  will  thy 
jealousy  still  bum  like  fire  ?  The  Lord  our  God  is 
a  jealous  God;  they  provoked  him  to  anger,  with 
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their  graven  images,  and  with  their  strange  vanities; 
they  turned  to  him  the  back,  and  not  the  face, 
therefore  he  consumed  them  in  his  anger,  and 
vexed  them  in  his  sore  displeasure.  Yet  they  are 
his  people ;  and  have  been  miraculously  preserved 
as  a  distinct  people,  though  dispersed  over  all  the 
earth :  the  tame  will  assuredly  come,  (and  is  not 
now  distant)  when  the  cup  of  his  fury  will  be  taken 
out  of  their  hands,  and  put  into  the  hand  of  the 
Gentiles. 

"  Pour  out  thy  wrath  upon  the  heathen  that 
have  not  known  thee,  and  upon  the  king- 
doms that  have  not  called  upon  thy  name." 

These  words  refer  to  the  millions  who  still  con- 
tinue to  worship  idols,  and  are  sunk  in  the  darkness 
of  idolatry ;  and  also  to  the  civilized  nations,  nomin- 
ally christian,  that  have  not  known  him,  and  the 
kingdoms  (as  such)  that  have  not  called  on  his 
name. 

"  They  have  devoured  Jacob,  and  laid  waste 
ms  dwelling  place.', 

It  was  the  Romans  who  did  so ;  but  although 
now  divided  into  many  kingdoms,  the  guilt  rests 
upon  their  descendants :  when  the  Lord  comes,  his 
controversy  against  them  will  be,  because  they  de- 
voured Jacob,  and  laid  waste  his  dwelling  place. 

"  O  remember  not  against  us  former  iniquities ; 
let  thy  tender  mercies  speedily  prevent  us ; 
for  we  are  brought  very  low." 

The  Lord  identifies  himself  with  his  people  Israel, 
and  pleads  for  them ;  "himself  took  then:  iniquities;" 
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he  intercedes  with  God,  as  if  he  with  them  had 
been  a  transgressor.  This  intercession  will  speedily 
be  heard  and  answered.  God  will  return  with 
loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies ;  "In  a  little 
wrath  have  I  hid  my  face  from  thee,  but  with  great 
mercies  will  I  gather  thee." 

"  Help  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation." 
« 
Salvation  is  deliverance  from  sin  and  from  death ; 
restoration  to  glory,  honour,  and  immortality;  Christ 
has  obtained  it  for  us,  therefore  he  is  the  God  of 
our  salvation. 

"  For  the  glory  of  thy  name." 

God  does  all  for  the  glory  of  his  name,  which  is 
his  divine  nature :  in  this  he  supremely  delights. 
It  is  also  the  highest  bliss  of  intelligent  beings, 
"  for  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  should  know  thee, 
the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ*  whom  thou 
hast  sent." 

"  Deliver  us,  and  purge  away  our  fins,  for  thy 
name's  sake." 

"  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  saith  your 
God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and 
say  unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished, 
that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned  ;  for  she  hath  received 
of  the  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her  sins." 

"  Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say,  Where  is 
their  God  ?  let  him  be  known  among  the 
heathen  in  our  sight  by  the  revenging  of 
the  blood  of  thy  servants  which  ifl  shed." 
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« 

Ib  he  the  God  of  the  Gentiles  only,  and  not  of 
the  Jews  also  ?  ye&,  of  the  JewB  also  ;  neither  has 
he  cast  them  on  for  ever,  but  only  while  he  visits 
the  Gentiles :  when  "  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are 
fulfilled,"  then  all  Israel  shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, u  There  shall  come  to  Zion  the  deliverer,  that 
shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob."  In  that 
day  he  will  be  known  among  the  Gentiles  by  the 
revenging  of  the  blood  of  nis  servants.  In  that 
day  he  will  punish  them  for  coming  into  his  inheri- 
tance, and  defiling  his  temple,  and  laying  Jerusalem 
on  heaps.  The  destruction  of  Jerusalem  has  yet 
to  be  avenged.  "  Behold,  in  those  days,  and  in 
that  time,  when  I  shall  bring  again  the  captivity  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  I  will  also  gather  all  nations; 
and  will  bring  them  down  into  the  valley  of  Jehosha- 
phat,  and  wffl  plead  with  them  there  for  my  people, 
and  for  my  heritage  Israel,  whom  they  have  scat- 
tered among  the  nations,  and  parted  my  land." 
(Joel  iii.  1.) 

"  Let  the  sighing  of  the  prisoner  come  before 
thee ;  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy 
power  preserve  thou  those  that  are  ap- 
pointed to  die." 

When  the  Lord  cometh,  he  will  avenge  the  blood 
of  his  servants :  he  will  also  open  the  prison  doors 
and  let  the  captives  go  free.  It  will  be  during  the 
time  of  Antichrist's  reign,  when  great  numbers  of 
the  children  of  Israel  will  be  immured  in  dungeons, 
close  shut  up  by  that  fierce  king  and  cruel  Lord, 
who  openeth  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners ;  then 
"the  sighing  of  the  prisoner  will  come  up  before  him, 
and  according  to  the  greatness  of  his  power  he  wilf 
deliver  those  that  are  appointed  to  die ;"  "He  is  for  a 
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covenant  of  the  people,  to  establish  the*  earth,  to 
say  to  the  prisoners,  Go  forth  ;  to  them  that  are  in 
darkness,  shew  yourselves."  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  is  upon  me ;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound  ;  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God."  This 
scripture  had  a  partial  fulfilment  at  his  first  coming ; 
its  complete  fulfilment  waits  for  his  return ;  when 
all  these  words  will  receive  a  literal  accomplishment; 
"when  the  Lord  builds  up  Zion,  he  will  appear  in  his 
glory,  and  will  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner ; 
to  lose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death,  that  they 
may  come,  and  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in 
Zion,  and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem ;  when  the  people 
are  gathered  together,  and  the  kingdoms  to  serve 
the  Lord/' 

"And  render  unto  our  neighbours  sevenfold 
into  their  bosom  their  reproach,  wherewith 
they  have  reproached  tnee,  0  Lord." 

Reproaches  cast  on  Israel,  he  regards  as  cast  on 
himself;  see  Ezekiel  25th  chapter,  wherein  heavy 
judgments  are  denounced  against  the  Ammonites, 
the  Moabites,  the  Edomites,  and  the  Philistines,  all 
on  account  of  the  hatred  which  they  bore  to  his 

Eeople  Israel.  "  Because  thou  hast  clapped  thy 
ands,  and  stamped  with  the  feet,  and  rejoiced  in 
heart  with  all  thy  despite  against  the  land  of  Israel, 
behold  therefore  I  will  stretch  out  mine  hand  upon 
thee,  and  will  deliver  thee  for  a  spoil  to  the  hea- 
then ;  and  I  will  cut  thee  off  from  the  people ;  and 
I  will  cause  thee  to  perish  out  of  the  countries.  I 
wiB  destroy  thee ;  and  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am 
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the  Lord/'  He  that  toucheth  Israel  toncheth  the 
apple  of  his  eye  :  when  he  riseth  up  to  execute  ven- 
geance, "  he  will  render  sevenfold  into  their  bosom 
the  reproaches  wherewith  they  have  reproached  his 
people." 

• 
"  So  we  thy  people  and  sheep  of  thy  pasture 
will  give  thee  thanks  for  ever." 

The  whole  house  of  Israel,  from  the  day  that 
Christ  sets  foot  in  Zion,  will  be  his  people,  and 
the  sheep  of  his  pasture  :  he  will  make  a  new  and 
everlasting  covenant  with  them  to  be  their  God. 
they  shall  no  more  depart  from  him,  but  shall  be  a 
holy  nation,  and  will  give  him  thanks  for  ever. 

"  We  will  shew  forth  thy  praise  to  all  gene- 
rations." 

As  the  world  shall  be  without  end,  so  shall  there 
never  be  an  end  to  the  generations  of  men ;  and 
"  they  will  shew  forth  Jehovah's  praise  to  all  gene- 
rations." 


PSALM    LXXX. 

1.  Give  ear,  0  Shepherd  of  Israel,  thou  that  lead- 
est  Joseph  like  a  flock  ;  thou  that  dwellest  between 
the  cherubim,  shine  forth. 

2.  Before  Ephraim  and  Benjamin  and  Manasseh 
stir  up  thy  strength,  and  come  and  save  us. 

3.  Turn  us  again,  0  God,  and  cause  thy  face  to 
shine  ;  and  we  shall  be  saved. 

4.  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  be 
angry  against  the  prayer  of  thy  people  ? 

5.  Thou  feedest  them  with  the  bread  of  tears ; 
and  givest  them  tears  to  drink  in  great  measure. 

6.  Thou  makest  us  a  strife  unto  our  neighbours ; 
and  our  enemies  laugh  among  themselves. 

7.  Turn  us  again,  0  God  of  hosts,  and  cause 
thy  face  to  shine ;  and  we  shall  be  saved. 

8.  Thou  hast  brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt :  thou 
hast  cast  out  the  heathen,  and  planted  it. 

9.  Thou  preparedst  room  before  it,  and  didst 
cause  it  to  take  deep  root,  and  it  filled  the  land. 

10.  The  hills  were  covered  with  the  shadow  of  it, 
and  the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly  cedars. 

11.  She  pent  out  her  boughs  unto  the  sea,  and 
her  branches  unto  the  river. 

12.  Why  hast  thou  then  broken1  down  her 
hedges,  so  that  all  they  that  pass  by  the  way  do 
pluck  her  f 

13.  The  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  waste  it,  and 
the  wild  beast  of  the  field  doth  devour  it. 

14.  Return,  we  beseech  thee,  0  God  of  hosts : 
look  down  from  heaven,  and  behold,  and  visit  this 
vine ; 
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15.  And  the  vineyard  which  thy  right  hand  hath 
planted,  and  the  branch  that  thou  madest  strong 
for  thyself. 

16.  It  is  burned  with  fire ;  it  is  cut  down':  they 
perish  at  the  rebuke  of  thy  countenance. 

17.  Let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  Man  of  thy  right 
hand,  upon  the  Son  of  man  whom  thou  madest 
strong  for  thyself. 

18.  So  will  not  we  go  back  from  thee ;  quicken 
us,  and  we  will  call  upon  thy  name. 

19*  Turn  us  again,  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  cause 
thy  face  to  shine ;  and  we  shall  be  saved. 

"Give  ear,  O  Shepherd  of  Israel,  thou  that 
leadest  Joseph  like  a  flock;  thou  that 
dwellest  between  the  cherubim,  shine 
forth."    * 

Clirist  is  the  good  'shepherd ;  his  sheep  are  they 
who  hear  his  voice.  When  he  comes>  the  whole 
house  of  Israel  in  an  endless  succession  of  gene- 
rations will  form  bis  beautiful  flock,  "  For  thus  gaith 
the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I,  even  I  will  both  search 
my  sheep,  and  seek  them  out ;  as  a  shepherd  seek- 
eth  out  his  flock,  in  the  day  that  he  is  among  his 
sheep  that  are  scattered,  so  will  I  seek  out  my 
sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  places  where 
they  have  been  scattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark 
day ;  and  I  will  bring  them  out  from  the  people, 
and  gather  them  from  the  countries,  and  will  bring 
them  to  their  own  land,  and  feed  them  upon  the 
mountains  of  Israel,  by  the  rivers,  and  in  all  the  in- 
habited places  of  the  country ;  I  will  feed  them  in 
a  good  pasture,  and  upon  the  high  mountains  of 
Israel  shall  their  fold  be  ;  there  shall  they  lie,  in  a 
good  fold,  and  in  a  fat  pasture  shall  they  feed  upon 


60  HE  WILL  WIFE  AWAY  TEARS  FROM  THEIR  EYES. 

tho  mountains  of  Israel ;  and  ye  my  flock,  the  flock 
of  my  pasture,  are  men,  and  I  am  your  God.  saith 
the  Lord  God."  (Ezekiel  34th  chapter.)  "  Behold, 
the  Lord  God  will  come  with  strong  hand,  and 
his  arm  shall  rule  for  him ;  behold,  his  reward  is 
with  him,  and  his  work  before  him  ;  he  shall  feed 
his  flock  like  a  shepherd  ;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs 
with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and 
shall  gently  lead  those  that  are  with  young."  **  lie 
will  feed  them,  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of 
waters,  and  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes." 

"  Before  Ephraim  and  Benjamin  and  M anasseh 
stir  up  thy  strength,  and  come  and  save 


us." 


"  Turn  us  again,  0  God,  and  cause  thy  face 
to  shine  ;  and  we  shall  be  saved." 

"  He  will  stir  up  his  strength,"  for  it  is  great ;  "  all 
power  is  given  to  him  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ;"  he 
will  stir  up  his  strength,  and  come  and  save  us. 
To  Israel  he  will  turn  again,  and  cause  his  face  to 
shine ;  and  they  shall  be  saved. 

» 

"  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  be 

angry  against  the  prayer  of  thy  people." 
"  Thou  feedest  them  with  the  bread  of  tears ; 

and  givest  them  tears  to  drink  in  great 

measure." 
"  Thou  makest  us  a  strife  to  our  neighbours ; 

and  our  enemies  laugh  among  themselves." 
"  Turn  us  again,  0  God  of  hosts,  and  cause  thy 

face  to  shine ;  and  we  shall  be  saved." 

"  The  children  of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days 
without  a  king,  and  without  a  prince,  and  without 
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a  sacrifice,  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an 
ephod,  and  without  seraphim :  afterward  shall  the 
children  of  Israel  return,  and  seek  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  David  their  king  ;  and  shall  fear  the 
Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the  latter  days,"  (Hosea 
iii.  4.)  During  their  long  dispersion,  God  has  fed 
them  with  the  bread  of  tears,  and  "  given  them 
tears  to  drink  in  great  measure."  Their  history  has 
been  one  of  continued  oppression;  "a  people  scatter- 
ed, peeled,  and  down-trodden,  whose  lana  the  rivers 
have  spoiled ;"  no  nation  has  at  any  time  been  sub- 
jected to  such  long  continued  obloquy,  derision,  and 
contempt ;  but  a  great  change  is  near ;  for  God 
has  spoken  it,  and  his  word  shall  come,  to  pass. 
The  veil  is  now  on  their  heart ;  but  the  veil  shall 
be  taken  away ;  and  God  will  turn  them  again,  and 
they  shall  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart ;  then  he 
will  cause  his  face  to  shine;  and  they  shall  be 
saved. 

"  Thou  hast  brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt ;" 

They  went  down  to  Egypt,  to  sojourn  there,  and 
were  brought  into  bondage ;  but  God  brought  them 
out  with  a  high  hand  and  with  an  outstretched  arm. 

"  Thou  hast  cast  out  the  heathen,  and  planted 
it." 

"  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  house 
of  Israel,  and  the  men  of  Judah  his  pleasant  plant." 
This,  his  pleasant  plant,  he  brought  from  Egypt, 
and  planted  in  Palestine,  the  country  which  he  had 
chosen  for  himself. 


4i 


Thou  preparedst  room  before  it,  and  didst 
cause  it  to  take  deep  root,  and  it  filled  the 
laud;' 


£2      THE  BOAR  OUT  OF  THE  WOOD  DOTH  WASTE  IT. 

"  The  hills  were  covered  with  the  shadow  of 
it,  and  the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the 
goodly  cedars." 

"  She  sent  out  her  boughs  unto  the  sea.  and 
her  branches  unto  the  river." 

This  was  "  the  great  nation"  in  the  time  of  Solo- 
mon ;  the  envy  and  admiration  of  all  other  nations. 
When  search  was  made  in  the  book  of  the  records, 
by  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Persia,  it  was  found  that 
"  there  hav«  been  mighty  kings  also  over  Jeru- 
salem, who  have  ruled  over  all  countries  beyond 
the  river;  and  toll,  and  tribute,  and  custom  was 
paid  unto  them."  (Ezra  iv.  20). 

"  Why  hast  thou  then  broken  down  her  hedges, 
so  that  all  they  which  pass  by  the  way  do 
pluck  her  V ' 

"  The  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  waste  it,  and 
the  wild  beast  of  the  field  doth  devour  it." 

Why  hast  thou  forsaken  thine  house,  and  left 
thine  heritage  ?  why  hast  thou  given  the  dearly  be- 
loved of  thy  soul  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies  ? 
"  Because  mine  heritage  is  become  unto  me  as  a 
speckled  bird ;  because  my  heritage  is  become  unto 
me  as  a  lion  in  the  forest ;  it  crieth  out  against  me ; 
therefore  have  I  hated  it."  (Jeremiah  xii.  7).  "  For 
the  Lord  of  hosts  that  planted  thee  hath  pronounced 
evil  against  thee  ;  for  the  evil  of  the  house  of  Is- 
rael, and  of  the  house  of  Judah,  which  they  have 
done  against  themselves  to  provoke  me  to  anger, 
in  offering  incense  unto  Baal."  (Jeremiah  xi.  17). 
"  Thy  substance,  and  thy  treasures  will  I  give  to 
the  spoil,  without  price ;  and  that  for  all  thy  sins, 
even  in  all  thy  borders ;  and  I  will  make  thee   to 
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pass  with  thine  enemies  into  a  land  which  thou 
knowest  not ;  for  a  lire  is  kindled  in  mine  anger, 
-which  shall  bum  upon  you."  (vide  xv.  18.) 

"  Return,  we  beseech  thee,  0  God  of  hosts : 
look  down  from  heaven,  and  behold,  and 
visit  this  vine." 

This  vine  is  the  whole  house  of  Israel ;  and  this 
prayer  is  exclusively  in  behalf  of  that  house,  now 
scattered  and  despised  among  the  nations  :  he 
whose  throne  is  heaven  "  will  look  down  from  the 
habitation  of  his  holiness,  and  his  glory,  and  will 
behold,  and  visit  this  vine."  At  present,  "  he  is 
visiting  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them  a  people 
for  himself."  When  this  visitation  is  ended,  and 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled,  then  will  he 
visit  this  vine,  never  again  to  withdraw  his  favour 
from  it.  It  will  be  to  him  a  vineyard  of  red  wine. 
"  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it,  I  will  water  it  every  moment, 
lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it,  night  and  day." 
{Isaiah  xxvii.  2.) 

"  The  vineyard  which  thy  right  hand  had 
planted,  and  the  branch  which  thou  hadst 
made  strong  for  thyself,  is  burnt  with 
fire :  it  is  cut  down :  they  perish  at  the 
rebuke  of  thy  countenance." 

"  When  thou  with  rebukes  dost  correct  man  for 
iniquity,  thou  makest  his  beauty  to  consume  like  a 
moth ;"  "  thou  hidest  thy  face,  they  are  troubled : 
thou  takest  away  their  breath,  they  die,  and  return 
to  their  dust."  So  hath  Israel  perished  at  the  re- 
buke of  God's  countenance :  "  when  he  looketh 
upon  the  earth,  it  trembleth,  when  he  toucheth 
the  hills,  they  smoke." 


64  SO  WILL  WE  NOT  GO  BACK  FROM  THEE. 

4<  Let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  man  of  thy  right 
hand,  even  the  Son  of  man  whom  thou 
madest  strong  for  thyself." 

If  these  words  had  been  penned  after  his  resur- 
rection, and  session  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
they  could  not  have  been  more  pointed  and  ex- 
press. "  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on 
my  right  hand,  until  f  make  thine  enmies  thy  foot- 
stool/' This  is  he  of  whom  it  is  written,  in  the 
89th  Psalm,  "I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is 
mighty,  I  have  exalted  one  chosen  out  of  the  peo- 
ple." "  Rejoice,  0  Israel,  and  lift  up  thine  head, 
for  great  shall  be  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  in  the 
midst  of  thee." 

"  So  will  we  not  go  back  from  thee." 

When  the  nation  shall  know  that  their  iniquity  is 
taken  away,  and  their  sin  purged,  then  will  they 
not  go  back  from  him. 

"  Turn  us  again,  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  cause 
thy  face  to  shine  ;  and  we  shall  be  saved." 

*'  Blindness  in  part  is  happened  unto  Israel,  until 
the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in  :  and  so  all 
Israel  shall  be  saved,  as  it  is  written,  There  shall 
come  out  of  Zion  the  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away 
ungodliness  from  Jacob:  for  this  is  my  covenant 
unto  them,  when  I  shall  take  away  their  sins." 
In  that  day  the  Lord  will  say,  •'  I  have  surely  heard 
Ephraim  bemoaning  himself  thus :  Thou  hast  chas- 
tised me.  and  I  was  chastised,  as  a  bullock  unac- 
customed to  the  yoke :  turn  thou  me,  and  I  shall 
be  turned,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God.     Surely 
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after  that  I  was  turned  I  repented ;  and  after  that 
I  was  instructed,  I  smote  upon  my  thigh :  I  was 
ashamed,  yea,  even  confounded,  because  I  did 
bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth."  (Jeremiah  xxxi.  19.) 
Thus  shall  Israel  be  turned  in  truth  unto  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel :  then  he  will  cause  his  face  to  shine, 
and  they  shall  be  saved.  In  that  day  he  wiU  say, 
"  Is  Ephraim  ray  dear  son  ?  Is  he  a  pleasant  child  ? 
for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly  re- 
member him  still ;  therefore  my  bowels  are  troub- 
led for  him;  I  will  surely  have  mercy -upon  him, 
saith  the  Lord."  (Jeremiah  xxxi.  20.)  He  will 
come  unto  Israel  as  the  rain,  as  the  former  and  lat- 
ter rain  unto  the  earth.  "  And  ye  shall  know  that 
,  I  am  in  the  midst  of  Israel,  and  that  I  am  the  Lord 
your  God,  that  hath  dealt  wondrously  with  you ; 
and  none  else;  and  my  people  shall  never  be 
.ashamed."    (Joel  ii.  27.) 


VOL.  IL  . 


TSALM    LXXXL 

1.  Sing  aloud  unto  God  our  strength :  make  a 
joyful  noise  unto  the  God  of  Jacob. 

2.  Take  a  psalm,  and  bring  hither  the  timbrel, 
the  pleasant  harp  with  the  psaltery. 

3.  Blow  up  the  trumpet  m  the  new  moon,  in  the 
time  appointed,  on  our  solemn  feast  day. 

4.  For  this  was  a  statute  for  Israel,  and  a  law  of 
the  God  of  Jacob. 

5.  This  he  ordained  in  Joseph  for  a  testimony, 
when  he  went  out  through  the  land  of  Egypt; 
where  I  heard  a  language  that  I  understood  not. 

6.  I  removed  his  shoulder  from  the  burden :  his 
hands  were  delivered  from  the  pots. 

7.  Thou  calledst  in  trouble,  and  I  delivered  thee ; 
I  answered  thee  in  the  secret  place  of  thunder :  I 
proved  thee  at  the  waters  of  Meribah.     Selah. 

8.  Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  testify  unto 
thee :  0  Israel,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  me ; 

9.  There  shall  no  strangle  god  be  in  thee ;  nei- 
ther shalt  thou  worship  any  strange  god. 

10.  I  am  the  Lord  tny  God,  which  brought  thee 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt :  open  thy  mouth  wide, 
and  I  will  fill  it. 

11.  But  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  my 
voice ;  and  Israel  would  none  of  me. 

12.  So  I  gave  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts'  lust : 
and  they  walked  in  their  own  counsels. 

13.  On  that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me, 
and  Israel  had  walked  in  my  ways  1 

14.  I  should  soon  have  subdued  their  enemies, 
and  turned  my  hand  against  their  adversaries. 
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1 5.  The  haters  of  the  Lord  should  have  submitted 
themselves  unto  him :  but  their  time  should  have 
endured  for  ever. 

16.  He  should  have  fed  them  also  with  the  finest 
of  the  wheat :  and  with  honey  out  of  the  rock 
should  I  have  satisfied  thee. 

"  Sing  aloud  unto  God  our  strength :  make  a 
joyful  noise  unto  the  God  of  Jacob." 

In  him  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified,  and 
shall  glory :  each  one  shall  say,  "  0  Lord,  thou  art 
my  God :  I  will  exalt  thee,  I  will  praise  thy  name ; 
for  thou  hast  been  a  strength  to  the  poor,  and  a 
strength  to  the  needy  in  his  distress :  a  refuge  from 
the  storm :  a  shadow  from  the  heat,  when  the  blast 
of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  storm  against  the  wall." 
In  that  day  shaD  Israel  say,  "  Behold,  God  is  my 
salvation :  I  will  trust,  and  not  be  afraid,  for  the 
Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength,  and  my  song  :  he 
also  is  become  my  salvation."  They  shall  sing 
aloud  unto  God  their  strength,  and  make  a  joyful 
noise  unto  the  God  of  Jacob.    They  shall 

"  Take  a  psalm,  and  bring  hither  the  timbrel, 
the  pleasant  harp  with  the  psaltery." 

"  Israel  will  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him ;  the 
children  of  Zion  will  be  joyful  in  their  Kin^:  they  will 
praise  his  name  in  the  dance :  they  will  stag  praises 
to  him  with  the  timbrel  and  harp ;"  "  they  will  sing 
unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp ;  with  the  harp  and 
the  voice  of  a  psalm." 


u 


Blow  up  the  trumpet  in  the  new  moon,  in  the 
time  appointed,  on  our  solemn  feast  day." 


r68  THIS  WAS  A. STATUTE  FOR  ISRAEL. 

"  It  shall  come  to  pass,  that  from  one  new  moon 
unto  another,  and  irom  one  sabbath  to  another, 
shall  all  flesh  come,  and  worship  before  me,  saith 
the  Lord."  On  the  new  moons,  and  sabbaths,  and 
on  the. solemn  feast  days,  they  shall  go  up  to  wor- 
ship the  Lord,  in  his  holy  mountain  >at  Jerusalem. 
The  feast  days  will  bring  joy  to  all  hearts,  and  be 
full  of  solemnity ;  for  then  they  shall  see,  and  adore 
the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  and  present  to 
him  their  offerings ;  gold,  and  silver,  and  frankin- 
cense, and  myrrh.  "  They  will  bring  presents  unto 
him  that  ought  to  be  feared." 

"  This  was  a  3tatute  for  Isrrel,  and  a  law  of 

the  God  of  Jacob." 
"  This  he  ordained  in  Joseph  for  a  testimony, 

when  he  went  through  the  land  of  Egypt." 

« 

God  has  already  given  his  statutes ;  and  laws,  and 
ordained  his  testimonies.  There  is  no  need  for  new 
commandments;  the  old  commandments,  t which 
were  from  the  beginning,  these  continue  in  all 
their  force ;  and  love  will  make  them  easy  of  ful- 
filment ;  "  Remember  ye  the  law  of  Moses,  my  ser- 
vant, which  I  commanded  unto  him,  in  Horeb,  for 
all  Israel,  with  the  statutes,  and  judgments." 

"  Where  he  heard  a  language  that  he  under- 
stood not." 

* 

The  language  of  Abraham  and  his  descendants 
was  the  ancient  Syriac  or  Hebrew,  quite  distinct 
from  the  Egyptian ;  thus  Joseph  spake  to  his  breth- 
ren through  an  interpreter,  because  they  under- 
stood not  the  language. 
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M I  removed  thy  shoulder  from  the  burden : 
thy  hands  were  delivered'from  the  pots." 

The  Egyptians  laid  heavy  burdens  on  the  down- 
trodden people ;  but  God  removed  their  shoulder. 
The  Lord  said,  "  I  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of 
my  people  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have  heard 
their  cry,  by  reason  of  their  taskmasters:  for  I 
know  then-  sorrows ;.  and  I  am  come  down  to  de- 
liver them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  to 
bring  them  up  out  of  that  land,  unto  a  good  land, 
and  a  large,  unto  a  land,  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey." 

"Thou  calledst  in  trouble,  and  I  delivered 
thee ;  I  answered  thee  in  the  secret  place 
of  thunder  ;  I  proved  thee  at  the  waters 
of  Meribah.,, 

The  waters  of  Meribah  are  probably  the  same 
with  the  waters  of  Marah,  to  which  the  Lord  led 
the  people,  in  their  earliest  stage,  on  crossing  the 
Red  Sea,  to  try  them  and  to  prove  them.  For 
three  successive  days,  after  coming  up  out  of  the 
sea,  they  travelled  in  the  wilderness,  and  found  no 
water ;  at  last  their  hearts  were  gladdened  by  the 
sight  of  water ;  but  when  they  came,  they  could 
not  drink  of  the  waters,  because  they  were  bitter ;: 
this  was  done  to  try  them,  and  to  prove  them 
whether  they  would  confide  in  God:  "but  they 
murmured,  and  complained,  saying,  What  shall  we 
drink  f  and  Moses  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
shewed  him  a  tree,  which  when  he  had  cast  into 
the  waters,  the  waters  were  made  sweet :  there  he 
made  for  them  a  statute,  and  an  ordinance :  and 
there  he  proved  them,  and  said,  If  thou  wilt  dili- 
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gently  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
and  wilt  do  that  which  is  right  in  his  sight,  and 
wilt  give  ear  to  his  commandments,  and  keep  all 
his  statutes,  I  will  put  none  of  those  diseases  upon 
thee,  which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians." 
Thus  did  he  prove  them  at  the  waters  of  Marah. 

"  Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  testify  unto 
thee ;  O  Israel,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto 
me." 

"  There  shall  no  strange  god  be  in  thee ;  nei- 
ther shalt  thou  worship  any  strange  god." 

"  Now  therefore,  if  ye  will  obey  mv  voice  indeed, 
and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar 
treasure  unto  me,  above  all  people ;  for  all  the  earth 
is  mine.  And  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of 
priests,  and  an  holy  nation."  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
out  of  the  house  of  bondage ;  thou  shalt  have  no 
other  God  but  me.  Open  thv  mouth  wide,  and  I 
will  fill  it."  God  is  gracious  thus  to  express  his  de- 
sire to  be  worshipped  by  man,  who  is  a  worm,  and 
by  the  son  of  man,  who  is  as  grass ;  but  so  it  is,  he 
does  regard  all  who  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  "  and  seeketh  such  to  worship  him." 

"But  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  my 
voice ;  and  Israel  would  none  of  me." 

"Behold  their  ear  is  uncircumcised,  and  they 
cannot  hearken ;  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 
unto  them  a  reproach  ;  they  have  no  delight  in  it," 
(Jer.  vL  10.)  When  I  commanded  them,  saying, 
"  Obey  my  voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye 
shall  be  my  people ;  and  walk  ye  in  all  the  ways 
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• 

that  I  have  commanded  yoy ;  then  they  hearken- 
ed not,  nor  inclined  their  ear;  but  walked  in  the 
counsels,  and  in  the  imaginations  of  their  evil 
heart,  and  went  backward  and  not  forward."  "  Since 
the  day  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  unto  this  day,  I  have  even  sent  unto 
you  all  my  servants  the  prophets,  daily  rising  up 
early,  and  sending  them.  Yet  they  hearkened 
not  to  me,  nor  inclined  their  ear,  but  hardened 
their  necks;  they  did  worse  than  their  fathers" 
( Jer.  vii.  43.) 

"  So  I  gave  them  up  to  their  own  heart's  lust : 
and  they  walked  in  their  own  counsels." 

God  gave  them  up  to  worship  the  host  of  hea- 
ven :  "  Yea,  ye  took  up  the  tabernacle  of  Moloch, 
and  the  star  of  your  goa  Remphan  ;  figures  which 
ye  made  to  worship  them."  (Acts  vii.  42.)  "Where- 
fore God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness,  through 
the  lusts  of  their  own  hearts."  "Who  changed 
the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  worshipped  and 
served  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who 
is  blessed  for  ever,  Amen."    (Rom.  i.  24.) 

"  Oh  that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me. 
and  Israel  had  walked  in  my  ways." 

The  voice  which  here  speaks  is  the  same  who 
uttered  these  memorable  words,  "  0  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto  thee  I  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not." 
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"I  should  soon  have  subdued  their  enemies, and 
turned  my  hand  against  their  adversaries." 

"  The  haters  of  the  Lord  should  have  sub- 
mitted themselves  unto  him:  but  their 
time  should  have  endured  for  ever." 

When  at  any  time  his  people  Israel  did  yield 
obedience  to  his  voice,  then  did  God  make  their 
enemies  flee  before  them :  thus  in  the  days  of 
Moses,  with  the  generation  that  grew  up  in  the 
wilderness ;  of  whom  it  is  written,  "  Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  I  remember  thee,  the  kindness  of  thy  youth, 
the  love  of  thine  espousals,  when  thou  wentest 
after  me  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  land  that  was  not 
sown.  Israel  was  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  and  the 
first  fruits  of  his  increase :  all  that  devour  him  shall 
offend,  evil  shall  come  upon  them,  saith  the  Lord." 
(Jer.  ii.  2.)  In  those  days  he  subdued  their  enemies, 
and  turned  his  hand  against  their  adversaries,  even 
against  Balak,  kingof  Moab ;  Sihon,  king  of  the  Amo- 
rites;  Og,  the  king  of  Bashan,  and  all  the  kingdoms 
of  Canaan.  In  David's  days  also,  no  enemy  could 
stand  before  them,  because  the  Lord  was  on  their 
side :  but  when  they  turned  back,  and  provoked 
Him  to  anger,  with  their  vanities ;  then  he  gave 
them  into  the  hand  of  the  heathen,  and  they  that 
hated  them  ruled  over  them ;  their  enemies  op- 
pressed them  ;  and  they  were  brought  into  sub- 
jection under  their  hand.  If  they  had  not  walked 
after  other  gods,  to  their  hurt,  "  then  he  .would  have 
caused  them  to  dwell  in  that  place,  in  the  land  that 
he  gave  to  their  fathers,  for  ever  and  ever."  ( Jer. 
vii.  7.) 

"  He  should  have  fed  them  also  with  the  finest 
of  the  wheat :  and  with  honey  out  of  the 
rock  would  he  have  satisfied  them." 
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There  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him.  "  The 
young  lions  do  lack,  and  suffer  hunger ;  bu*  they 
that  seek  the  Lord  ghall  not  want  any  good  thing." 
"  He  will  open  to  them  the  windows  ofheaven,  and 
pour  them  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it."  If  Israel  had  walked 
in  his  ways,  the  Lord  wonld  have  given  that  which  is 
good;  and  the  land  would  have  yielded  her  in- 
crease :  he  would  have  '*  fed  them  with  the  finest 
of  the  wheat,  and  with  honey  out  of  the  rock,  he 
would  have  satisfied  them*" 


PSALM    LXXXII. 

1.  God  standeth  in  the  congregation  of  the 
mighty ;  he  judgeth  among  the  gods. 

2.  How  long  will  ye  judge  unjustly,  and  accept 
the  persons  of  the  wicked  ?     Selah. 

^  .3.  Defend  the  poor  and  fatherless ;  do  justice  to 
the  afflicted  and  needy. 

4.  Deliver  the  poor  and  needy :  rid  them  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  wicked. 

5.  They  know  not,  neither  will  they  understand ; 
they  wait  on  in  darkness:  all  the  foundations  of 
the  earth  are  out  of  course. 

6.  i  have  said,  Ye  are  gods ;  and  all  of  you  are 
children  of  the  Most  High  : 

7.  But  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of 
the  princes. 

8.  Arise,  0  God,  judge  the  earth  :  for  thou  shalt 
inherit  all  nations. 

"  God  standeth  in  the   congregation   of  the 
mighty ;  he  judgeth  among  the  gods." 

* 
God  ruleth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Unseen,  he  standeth 
in  the  congregation  of  the  mighty  :  unseen,  he 
judgeth  among  the  gods ;  his  judgments  are  just ; 
ne  putteth  down  one,  and  setteth  up  another ;  he 
assigneth  to  all  their  respective  positions  and  situa- 
tions. 
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u  How  long  will  ye  judge  unjustly,  and  accept 
the  persons  of  the  wicked  V9 

"  Thy  princes  are  rebellious,  and  companions  of 
thieves ;  every  one  loveth  gifts,  and  folio weth  after 
rewards ;  they  judge  not  the  fatherless,  neither  doth 
the  cause  of  the  widow  come  unto  them."  To  have 
respect  of  persons  in  judgment  is  to  judge  unjustly. 
The  righteous  Judge  looketh  on  with  disappro- 
bation; still  he  beareth,  and  saith,  How  long? 
When  will  this  cease  f  when  will  men  give  over 
their  iniquitous  courses,  and  cease  to  do  that  abo- 
minable thing  which  I  hate  ? 

"  Defend  the  poor  and  fatherless,  do  justice  to 

the  afflicted  and  needy." 
"  Deliver  the  poor  and  needy :  rid  them  out  of 

the  hand  of  the  wicked." 

"God  is  love;  and  every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of 
God,  and  knoweth  G  od;"  he  that  loveth  God,  loveth 
his  brother  also :  but  love  is  an  active  principle ;  it  does 
not  rest  content  with  good  wishes,  saying  to  the 
poor,  •*  Be  ye  warmed,  and  be  ye  filled  ;n  but  gives 
those  things  that  be  needful  for  the  body.  Love 
draws  out  the  soul  to  the  hungry,  and  brings  the 
poor  that  are  east  out  to  his  house.  When  he  sees 
the  naked,  he  will  cover  him ;  he  will  defend  the 
poor  and  fatherless,  and  will  do  justice  to  tho 
afflicted  and  needy ;  and  be  able  to  say,  with  Job, 
"  When  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me,  and 
when  the  eye  saw  me,  it  gave  witness  to  me  ;  be- 
cause I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  father- 
less, and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  The  blessing- 
of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me  ; 
and  I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy ;  I 
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was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame ; 
I  was  a  father  to  the  poor ;  and  the  cause  which  I 
knew  not  1  searched  out ;  and  I  brake  the  jaws  of 
the  wicked,  and  plucked  the  spoil  out  of  his  teeth." 


a 


They  know  not,  neither  will  they  understand ; 
they  walk  on  in  darkness :  all  the  found* 
ations  of  the  earth  are  out  of  course." 


"  All  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  through 
the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of  the  blind- 
ness of  their  heart;"  ue. because  they  will  not  under- 
stand; the  blindness  being  in  the  heart  or  disposition. 
They  know  not  the  ways  of  God,  because  they 
desire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways ;  therefore 
they  walk  on  in  darkness,  day  by  day ;  and  when 
death  comes,  all  beyond  is  darkness :  "  They  shall 
go  to  the  generation  of  their  fathers,  and  shall  never 
see  light."  The  whole  world  still  lieth  in  wicked- 
ness ;  and  "  all  the  foundations  of  the  earth  are  out 
of  course." 

"  I  have  said,  Ye  are  gods  ;  and  all  of  you  are 
children  of  the  Most  High." 

"  He  called  them  gods,  unto  whom  the  word  of 
God  came."  The  word  of  God  has  come  to  us, 
therefore  he  calleth  us  gods.  We  are  all  his  off- 
spring; and  he  has  placed  us  in  an  honourable 
position,  and  hath  entrusted  us  with  talents  to  be 
employed  for  him ;  "  but  man  that  is  in  honour 
ana  understandeth  not,  is  like  the  beasts  that 
perish." 

"  But  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one 
of  the  princes." 
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When  a  prince  falleth,  his  glory  will  not  descend 
after  him :  Tie  goes  to  the  place  where  all  earthly 
distinctions  are  disregarded,  and  where  the  peer 
and  the  peasant  are  on  an  equality.  "  Man  that  is 
in  honour,  and  understandeth  not,  (to  give  God 
glory)  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish."  One  event 
indeed  happeneth  alike  to  all ;  to  those  who  serve 
God,  and  to  those  who  serve  him  not :  all  return  to 
the  earth ;  dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes ;  but  the 
righteous  shall  have  dominion  in  the  morning,  i.e. 
ihey  shall  attain  to  the  resurrection  out  from  the  dead 
at  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  live  and  reign 
with  him  upon  the  earth ;  while  all  others  consume 
away  in  their  graves,  to  be  at  last"  raised,  only  to 
return  to  the  second  death,  which  is  the  lake  of 
fire. 

"  Arise,   0  God,  judge  the  earth ;   for  thou 
shalt  inherit  all  nations." 

God  shall  arise  to  judgment,  to  save  all  the  meek 
of  the  earth :  "  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  right- 
eousness, and  minister  judgment  to  the  people  in 
uprightness."  "Then  the  heavens  shall  rejoice, 
and  the  earth  shall  be  glad,  before  the  Lord,  when 
he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth."  "  He  shall  judge 
the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the  people  with 
his  truth."  Our  God  shall  arise,  and  shall  come, 
and  shall  reign  in  visible  glory  upon  the  earth,  and 
the  earth  shall  be  full  of  his  glory.  He  shall  inherit 
all  nations. 
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1.  Keep  not  thou  silence,  0  God :  hold  not  thy 
peace,  and  be  not  still,  0  God. 

2.  For,  lo,  thine  enemies  make  a  tumult ;  and 
they  that  hate  thee  have  lifted  up  the  head. 

3.  They  have  taken  crafty  counsel  against  thy 
people,  and  consulted  against  thy  hidden  ones. 

4.  They  have  said.  Come,  and  let  us  cut  them 
off  from  being  a  nation ;  that  the  name  of  Israel 
may  be  no  more  in  remembrance. 

5.  For  they  have  consulted  together  with  one 
consent :  they  are  confederate  against  thee  : 

6.  The  tabernacles  of  Edom,  and  the  Ishmaelites; 
of  Moab,  and  the  Hagarenes ; 

7.  Gebal,  and  Amnion,  and  Amalek ;  the  Philis- 
tines with  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre ; 

8.  A88ur  also  is  joined  with  them:  they  have 
holpen  the  children  of  Lot.     Selah. 

9.  Do  unto  them  as  unto  the  Midianites ;  as  to 
Sisera,  as  to  Jabin,  at  the  brook  of  Eison  ; 

10.  Which  perished  at  En«<lor :  they  became  as 
dung  for  the  earth. 

11.  Make  their  nobles  like  Oreb  and  like  Zeeb  ; 
yea,  all  their  princes  as  Zebah  and  as  Zalmunna ; 

12.  Who  said,  Let  us  take  to  ourselves  the  houses 
of  God  in  possession. 

13.  0  my  God,  make  them  like  a  wheel ;  as  the 
etubble  before  the  wind. 

14.  As  the  fire  burneth  a  wood,  and  as  the 
flame  setteth  the  mountains  on  fire ; 

15.  So  persecute  them  with  thy  tempest,  and 
make  them  afraid  with  thy  storm. 
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16.  Fill  their  faces  with  shame ;  that  they  may 
seek  thy  name,  0  Lord, 

17.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  troubled  for 
ever ;  yea,  let  them  be  put  to  shame,  and  perish : 

18.  That  men  may  know  that  thou,  whose  name 
alone  is  JEHOVAH,  art  the  Most  High  over  all  the 
earth. 

"  Keep  not  thou  silence,  0  God ;  hold  not  thy 
peace,  and  be  not  still,  0  God." 

"He  that  cometh  to  God,  must  believe  that  he  is;" 
and  that  he  is  Love ;  really  present;  both  seeing  and 
hearing;  the  rewarder  of  all  who  diligently  seek 
him:  many  worship  they  know  not  what :  "  a  god  of 
their  own  imagining,  to  whom  they  say  prayers ; 
but  neither  loot  for,  nor  expect  anj;  answer;  satis- 
fied  with  unmeaning  petitions.  This  is  not  to  wor- 
ship the  true  God,  the  fountain  of  all  intelligence, 
who  is  the  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer,  and  must 
be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  He  who 
Tittered  these  words,  "Keep  not  thou  silence,  0 
God,"  addressed  himself  to  the  living .  and  true 
God ;  to  a  God  whose  ear  he  knew  was  open  to 
his  prayers,  whose  almighty  aid  he  besought  and 
entreated;  a  God  that  would  help  him,  and  de- 
liver him  from  his  oppressors." 

"For  lo,  thine  enemies  make  a  tumult;  and 
they  that  hate  thee  have  lifted  up  the 
head." 

A  tumult,  is  a  confused  noise,  the  absence  of  har- 
mony and  peace ;  "  where  envying  and  strife  is, 
there  is  confusion  and  every  evil  work."  The  cities 
of  the  nations  are  full  of  confusion,  because  full  of 
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enmity  against  God;  and  "the  tumult  of "  those 
that  rise  up  against  him  increaseth  continually." 
When  men  Degin  to  be  acquainted  with  God,  they 
lay  their  hands  on  their  mouth ;  but  before  this, 
"thejr  are  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doting  about 
questions,  and  strifes  of  words,  they  lift  up  the 
head,  and  walk  in  pride. 


i< 


They  have  taken  crafty  counsel  against  thy 
people,  and  consulted  against  thy  hidden 


ones." 


"  They  have  said,  Come,  and  let  us  cut  them 
off  from  being  a  nation ;  that  the  name  of 
Israel  may  be  no  more  in  remembrance." 

"  They  have  consulted  together  with  one  con- 
sent :  they  are  confederate  against  thee." 

"  The  tabernacles  of  Edom,  and  the  Ishmae- 
lites :  of  Moab,  and  the  Hagarenes." 

"  Gebal,  and  Ammon,  and  Amalek :  the  Phil- 
istines with  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre :" 

"  Assur  also  is  joined  with  them  :  they  have 
holpen  the  children  of  Lot." 

God  chose  Israel  to  be  his  people.  Whoso  there- 
fore toucheth  them,  toucheth  the  apple  of  his  eye. 
Judgments  are  denounced  against  the  nations  on 
their  account.  Damascus  is  to  be  punished,  because 
they  threshed  Gilead  with  threshing  instruments 
of  iron :  Gaza,  and  Asbkelon  of  the  Philistines  are 
to  be  punished,  because  they  carried  away  captive 
the  whole  captivity  :  Tyrus,  because  they  delivered 
up  the  whole  captivity  to  Edom,  and  remembered 
not  the  brotherly  covenant :  Edom,  because  he  did 
pursue  his  brother  (Israel)  with  the  sword,  and  did 
cast  off  all  pity,  and  his  anger  did  tear  perpetually, 
and  he  kept  his  wrath  for  ever.    All  these  evil 
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neighbours  combined  together,  and  conspired  to 
crush  Israel ;  and  this  confederacy  is  against  him- 
self :  therefore,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  against  all 
mine  evil  .neighbours,  that  touch  the  inheritance 
which  I  have  caused  my  people  Israel  to  inherit ; 
behold,  I  will  pluck  them  out  of  their  land,  and 
pluck  up  the  house  of  Judah  from  among  them." 
(Jer.  xii.  14.) 

* 

"  Do  unto  them  as  unto  the  Midianites :  as  to 
Sisera,  as  to  Jabin,  at  the  brook  of  Kison  ;" 

"  Who  perished  at  En-dor :  they  became  as 
dung  for  the  earth." 

When  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  he 
sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan ; 
the  captain  of  whose  host  was  Sisera  :  he  had  nine 
hundred  chariots  of  iron ;  and  twenty  yeara  he 
mightilv  oppressed  the  children  of  Israel :  but  when 
they  cned  unto  the  Lord,  he  raised  up  Deborah,  a 
prophetess,  who  sent  and  called  Barak,  the  son  of 
Abinoam,  and  said  unto  him,  "  Hath  not  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel  commanded,  saying,  Go  and  draw 
toward  Mount  Tabor,  and  take  with  thee  ten  thou- 
sand men  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  and  of  Zebulun, 
and  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to  the  river  Kishon, 
Sisera,  the  captain  of  Jabin's  army,  with  his  cha- 
riots, and  multitudes :  and  I  will  deliver  him  into 
thine  hand."  "And  so  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera, 
and  all  his  chariots,  and  all  his  host,  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword,  before  Barak,  and  there  was  not  a 
man  left."  (Judges,  4th  chapter.)  Thus  will  the 
Lord  do  to  the  enemies  of  Israel,  in  the  time  of  his 
indignation :  for  the  things  here  spoken  refer  to  a 
time  yet  future,  when  the  descendants  of  these 
6  vol.  n. 
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nations,  or  small  states,  will  certainly  again  occupy 
their  ancient  territory;  that  the  predictions  con-* 
cerning  them  may  yet  receive  their  fulfilment. 

"  Make  their  nobles  like  Oreb,  and  like  Zeeb ; 

yea,  all  their  princes  as  Zebah,  and  as 

Zalmunna." 
"  Who  said,  Let  us  take  to  ourselves  the  houses 

of  God  in  possession/' 

When  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  lie  delivered  them  into  the  hand 
of  Midian  seven  years ;  and  they  encamped  against 
them,  and  destroyed  the  increase  of  the  earth,  and 
left  no  sustenance  for  Israel,  neither  sheep,  nor  ox, 
nor  ass.  For  they  came  up  with  their  cattle,  and 
their  tents,  and  they  came  as  grasshoppers  for  mul- 
titude. And  Israel  was  greatly  impoverished,  be- 
cause of  the  Midianites  ;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
cried  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  hearkened  unto 
them,  and  sent  Gideon,  and  by  him  he  gave  them 
deliverance ;  for  he  caused  a  panic  to  faB  on  the 
Midianites,  so  that  they  set  every  man's  sword 
against  his  fellow,  even  throughout  all  the  host, 
and  the  host  fled ;  and  Gideon  and  his  men  pur- 
sued after  them,  and  they  took  the  two  princes  of 
the  Midianites,  Oreb  and  Zeeb,  and  they  slew  Oreb 
upon  the  rock  Oreb,  and  Zeeb  they  slew  at  the 
wine  press  of  Zeeb,  and  pursued  Midian,  and 
brought  the  heads  of  Oreb  and  Zeeb  to  Gideon,  to 
the  other  side  Jordan.  And  Gideon  went  up  by 
the  way  of  them  that  dwelt  in  tents,  on  the  east  of 
Nobah  and  Jogbehah,  and  smote  the  host :  for  the 
host  was  secure :  and  when  Zebah  and  Zalmunna 
fled,  he  pursued  after  them,  and  took  the  two  kings 
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of  Midian,  Zebah  and  Zalmunna;  and  dLscomfited  all 
the  host,  and  slew  Zebah  and  Zalmunna."  "  So  let 
-al]  thine  enemies  perish,  0  Lord," 

"  0  my  God,  make  them  like  a  wheel :  and  as 
the  stubble  before  the  wind." 

"  As  the  fire  burneth  a  wood,  and  as  the  flame 
setteth  the  mountains  on  fire." 

"  So  persecute  them  with  thy  tempest,  and 
make  them  afraid  with  thy  storm." 

The  person  who  here  speaks  is  the  Son  of  God ; 
it  is  he  who  thus  imprecates  vengeance  on  the  ene- 
mies of  Israel ;  and  shall  not  God  answer  the  prayer 
of  Christ  ?  yea,  him  he  heareth  always,  whetner  for 
blessings  on  the  just,  or  curses  on  the  impenitent. 

"  Fill  their  faces  with  shame ;  that  men  may 

seek  thy  name,  0  Lord." 
"Let  them  be   confounded  and  troubled  for 

ever ;  yea,  let  them  be  put  to  shame,  and 

perish." 

The  wicked  shall  perish  ;  they  shall  not  cease  to 
be,  but  shall  cease  to  be  recipients  of  God's  bounty, 
and  be  subjected  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt. 
They  shall  be  confounded,  and  troubled  for  ever. 


« 


That  men  may  know  that  thou,  whose  name 
alone  is  Jehovah,  art  the  Most  High  over 
all  the  earth." 


God  will  make  all  men  know  that  he  is  the.  Lord ; 
either  in  witnessing  his  righteous  judgments  on 
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-others,  or  in  being themselves  the  subjects  of  hiB 
wrath.  At  present  he  keeps  silence,  and  the 
wicked  boast  themselves,  ana  say,  "Our  lips  aye 
our  own,  who  is  Lord  over  us  V*  but  when  he  shall 
-arise  to  judgment,  than  shall  it  be  known,  that  "  he 
whose  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  is  the  Most  High 
over  all  the  earth."  In  that  day,  the  whole  earth 
shall  tremble  at  his  presence ;  and  he  shall  say, "  Be 
still,  and  know  that  I  am  God :  I  will  be  exalted 
^among  the  heathen :  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth." 


PSALM    LXXXIV. 

1.  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  0  Lord  of 
Hosts ! 

2.  My  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the 
the  courts  of  the  Lord ;  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God. 

3.  Yea,  the  sparrow  hath  found  an  house,  and 
the  swallow  a  nest  for  herself,  where  she  may  lay 
her  young,  even  thine  altars,  0  Lord  of  hosts,  my 
King,  ana  my  God. 

4.  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house ;  they 
will  be  still  praising  thee.    Selah. 

5.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee ; 
in  whose  heart  are  the  ways  of  them. 

6.  Who  passing  through  the  valley  of  Baca  make 
it  a  well ;  the  rain  also  filleth  the  pools. 

7.  They  go  from  strength  to  strength  ;  every 
one  of  them  in  Zion  appeareth  before  God. 

8.  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  hear  my  prayer :  give 
ear,  0  God  of  Jacob.    Selah. 

9.  Behold,  0  God  our  shield,  and  look  upon  the 
face  of  thine  anointed. 

10.  For  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand. I  had  rather  be  a  doorkeeper  in  the  house 
of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wicked- 
ness. 

11.  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield :  the 
Lord  will  give  grace  and  gloiy  :  no  good  thing 
will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly. 

12.  0  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the  man  that 
trusteth  in  thee. 
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"  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  0  Lord  of 
hosts  I" 

"  My  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord  ;  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God." 

There  must  have  been  a  date  in  the  annals  of  a 
past  eternity,  when  He,  who  counted  it  no  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
servant.  In  this  capacity,  he  acted  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  history  of  our  race  :  he  was  the 
"  angel  Jehovah,"  who  appeared  to  all  the  fathers ; 
and  when  the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  he  humbled 
himself  still  more,  even  to  be  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men,  •  and  was  found  in  fashion  as  a  man ;  he 
came  down  from  heaven,  and  walked  on  the  earth 
in  human  form :  but  while  thus  abased  on  our  be- 
half, he  did  not  forget  the  glory  which  he  had  left, 
nor  the  supreme  excellence  of  Him  whose  com- 
panion and  fellow  he  had  been  from  the  days  of 
eternity ;  and  no  doubt  it  is  while  recalling  to  mind 
the  glorious  past,  that  he  gives  utterance  to  such 
language  as  this :  for  these  are  the  words  of  one 
who  had  been  partaker  in  the  glory  which  he  thus 
longs  to  participate.  It  is  not  the  earthly  but  the 
heavenly  tabernacle  of  which  he  here  makes  men- 
tion. The  tabernacle  of  God  which  is  hereafter  to 
be  with  men ;  as  it  is  written :  "  My  tabernacle  also 
shall  be  with  them :  yea,  I  will  be  their  God  and 
they  shall  be  my  people ;  and  the  heathen  shall 
know,  that  I  the  Lord  do  sanctify  Israel,  when  my 
sanctuary  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  them  for  ever- 
more." "  The  tabernacle  of  God ;"  "  the  courts  of  his 
holiness;"  "the  dwelling  place  of  the  Most  High;" 
"the  new  Jerusalem,*,  and  "Paradise" — all  names  ex- 
pressive of  the  one  glorious  abode — is  no  imaginary  or 
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ideal  place  of  bliss,  but  a  positive  locality,  now 
situated  in  the  third  heaven,  and  to  descend  into 
proximity  with  our  earth,  "  a  city  which  hath 
foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 
These  are  the  tabernacles  which  appeared  so  ami- 
able in  his  sight,  the  courts  after  which  his  soul 
longed,  and  panted  ;  "  My  heart  and  my  flesh 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God*"  No  language  can 
more  fully  express  the  ardour  of  his  soul  after  God, 
in  whom  his  whole  being  was  bound  up ;  for  God 
was  his  inheritance  and  nis  glory. 

"As  the  sparrow  hath  found  an  house,  and  the 
swallow  a  nest  for  herself,  where  she  may 
lay  her  young,  so  to  me  are  thine  altars, 
0  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King,  and  my  God." 

With  what  eye  of  affectionate  regard  the  spar- 
row contemplates  the  house  which  it  hath  built, 
and  with  what  love  the  swallow  regards  the  tiny 
nest  which,  with  great  care,  she  hath  prepared, 
that  she  may  lay  her  young,  even  so  does  the  eye 
of  my  soul  rest  on  thy  altars,  0  Lord  of  hosts,  mv 
King,  and  my  God.  I  will  go  unto  the  altar  of  Goi 
unto  God  my  exceeding  joy :  yea,  upou  the  harp 
will  I  praise  thee,  0  God,  my  God. 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house : 
they  will  be  still  praising  thee." 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord :  yea, 
saith  the  Spirit ;  for  they  rest  from  their  labours  ; 
and  their  works  do  follow  them."  Now  is  the  Son 
in  the  Father's  house,  and  there  is  "  most  blessed  for 
ever."  There  also  is  the  "  general  assembly,  and 
church  of  the  first  born,"  and  there  an  "  innumerable 
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company  of  angels;"  all  are  blessed,  for  all  are 
holy,  and  "  blessed  and  holy  shall  they  be  who  have 
part  in  the  first  resurrection ;  on  such  the  second 
death  shall  have  no  power ;  but  they  shall  be  priests 
of  God,  and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign  with  him." 

"  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee ; 
and  in  whose  heart  are  thy  ways." 

God  was  the  strength  of  Jesus  in  all  the  mighty 
works  which  he  did ;  and  now  is  Christ  the  saving 
strength  of  all  his  people ;  his  grace  is  sufficient  for 
them  ;  and  his  strength  is  perfected  in  their  weak- 
ness." "  Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever ;  for  in  the 
Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength."  But  of 
Israel  he  said,  "  They  have  not  known  my  ways." 

"  Who  passing  through  the  valley  of  Baca, 
make  it  a  well ;  the  rain  also  filleth  the 
pools." 

"  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art 
with  me ;  thy  rod,  and  thy  staff,  they  shall  comfort 
me."  How  few  find  the  valley  of  Baca,  a  well !  to 
most  men  it  is  a  valley  of  desolation  and  terror. 

"They  go  from  strength  to  strength,  every 
one  of  them  in  Zion  appeareth  before 
God." 

"  The  path  of  the  just  is  like  the  shining  light, 
which  shmeth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day."  As  they  receive  grace  upon  grace,  so  thev 
go  from  strength  to  strength :  leaning  on  God  then: 
strength,  they  increase  in  joy ;  for  "  the  joy  of  the 
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Lord  is  their  strength;"  the  greater  our  joy  in  him, 
the  greater  will  be  our  strength.  There  are  babes 
in  Christ ;  then  little  children  ;  then  young  men  ; 
and  then  fathers  in  Christ ;  all  growing  in  grace,  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  as  a  consummation  appearing  in  Zion 
before  God :  "  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in 
Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his 
ancients  gloriously." 

"  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  hear  my  prayer :  give 
ear,  0  God  of  Jacob." 

Jehovah,  he  is  the  Lord  God :  as  Lord,  he  is  the 
supreme  Governor :  as  God,  he  is  the  former  and 
maker  of  all  things ;  as  the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  he  is 
the  Creator  and  the  Governor  of  the  angelic  armies, 
those  legions  of  angels*  "  all  great  in  power  and  in 
might;"  his  swift  messengers  in  obeying  his  high 
behests,  "  for  he  maketh  his  angels  spirits,  and  his 
ministers  a  flame  of  fire :"  and  their  number  is  "  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of 
thousands."  This  is  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ;  to  whom  in  the  days  of  his 
flesh,  he  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications,  en- 
treating him,  as  on  this  occasion,  to  hear  his  prayer: 
this  is  the  language  of  urgent  entreaty ;  of  earnest 
supplication  ^  the  effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  the 
man  after  God's  own  heart ;  to  whom  the  ear  of 
God  was  always  open  ;  "  I  knew  that  thou  nearest 
me  always." 

"  Behold,  0  God,  our  shield,  and  look  upon  the- 
face  of  thine  anointed." 

"  0  let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  man  of  thy  right 
hand,  even  the  Son  of  man,  whom  thou  hast  made 
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strong  for  thyself."  As  the  blood  upon  the  lintels 
and  door-posts,  was  the  shield  of  protection  to  the 
Israelites,  on  the  night  when  all  the  first  born  of 
Egypt  were  destroyed,  so  is  Christ  our  shield  of 
protection  from  the  wrath  which  is  to  come.  With 
his  blood  sprinkled  on  our  conscience  we  are  de- 
livered from  condemnation ;  "  for  there  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus :"  who 
believe  that  he  died  for  their  offences,  and  rose 
again  for  their  justification.  God  looks  on  the 
face  of  his  anointed,  and  is  well  pleased  for  his 
righteousness  sake;  "all  things  whatsoever  we  shall 
ask,  in  his  name  we  shall  receive." 

"  A  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand: I  had  rather  be  a  doorkeeper  in 
the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  wickedness." 

One  day  spent  in  heaven  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand days  spent  on  earth.  The  apostle  said,  "  I 
have  a  desire  to  depart,  and  be  with  Christ,  which 
is  far  better;"  and  the  words  "far  Better"  express 
a  state  of  blessedness  which  comports  with  the  lan- 
guage here  used,  that  one  day  in  nis  house  is  prefer- 
able to  a  thousand  here :  how  greatly  then  is  the 
change  to  be  desired  by  all  who  have  laid  hold  upon 
the  hope  set  before  them  in  the  gospel.  The  meanest 
office  in  the  heavenly  sanctuary  is  to  be  preferred 
to  the  most  exalted  position  in  this  world;  and 
with  this  corresponds  the  word  of  our  Lord,  that, 
although  a  greater  had  not  arisen  than  John  the 
Baptist,  yet  he  who  is  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  greater  than  he. 

"  The  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield." 
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What  the  natural  sun  is  to  the  body,  the  Lord 
God,  the  sun  of  righteousness,  is  to  the  soul.  He 
shines  into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  "  The 
entrance  of  his  words  giveth  light  and  understand- 
ing to  the  simple."  He  is  also  a  shield  of  protection 
for  both  body  and  sotd.  "  The  Lord  shall  preserve 
thee  from  all  evil :  he  shall  preserve  thy  soul." 

u  The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory.'' 

"  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  who  call  upon  him  ;" 
and  to  all  who  do  call  on  him  he  will  give  grace, 
and  will  multiply  the  same ;  and  in  the  world  to 
come,  he  will  give  glory,  honour,  and  immortality. 

"No   good  will  he  withhold  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly." 

When  a  man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  becomes 
the  object  of  His  special  care  :  He  gives  his  angels 
charge  concernirer  such.  "  Their  bread  shall  be 
given  them,  and  tneir  water  shall  be  sure  ;"  "  the 
young  lions  may  lack  and  suffer  hunger,  but  they 
that  seek  the  Lord  shall  not  want  any  good  thing." 

"0  Lord   of  host^  blessed  is  the  man  that 
trusteth  in  thee." 

He  gives  a  strong  foundation  for  confidence, 
even  "  a  promise  of  entering  into  his  rest."  "  Bles- 
sed is  the  man  who  layeth  nold  on  it." 


PSALM    LXXXV. 

1.  Lord,  thou  hast  been  favourable  unto  thy  land: 
thou  hast  brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob. 

2.  Thou  hast  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  thy  people ; 
thou  hast  covered  all  their  sin.     Selah* 

3.  Thou  hast  taken  away  all  thy  wrath :  thou 
hast  turned  thyself  from  the  fierceness  of  thine 
anger. 

4.  Turn  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation,  and  cause 
thine  anger  toward  us  to  cease. 

5.  Wilt  thou  be  angry  with  us  for  ever?  wilt 
thou  draw  out  thine  anger  to  all  generations? 

6.  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again,  that  thy  people 
may  rejoice  in  thee  ? 

7.  Shew  us  thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  and  grant  us  thy 
salvation. 

8.  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak: 
for  he  will  speak  peace  unto  his  people,  and  to  his 
saints ;  but  let  them  not  turn  again  to  folly. 

9.  Surely  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear 
him ;  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land. 

10.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together;  and  righte- 
ousness and  peace  have  kissed  each  other. 

11.  Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  earth ;  righteous- 
ness shall  look  down  from  heaven. 

12.  Yea,  the  Lord  shall  give  that  which  is  good ; 
and  our  land  shall  yield  her  increase. 

13.  Righteousness  shall  go  before  him  and  shall 
set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps. 
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"Lord,  thou  hast  been  favourable  to  thy  land ; 
thou  hast  brought  back  the  captivity  of 
Jacob." 

It  is  the  divine  prerogative  to  call  things  which 
T>e  not  as  though  they  were ;  because  he  is  able  to 
accomplish  whatsoever  he  pleaseth;   his  purpose 
shall  stand ;  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  gene- 
rations. Now  his  declared  purpose  throughout  all  the 
prophets,  is  to  be  favourable  to  his  land ;  as  it  is 
thus  written  in  Ezekiel,   (xxxvi.  9)   "  But  ye,  0 
mountains  of  Israel,  ye   shall   shoot   forth  your 
branches,  and  yield  your  fruit  to  my  people  of  Israel; 
for  they  are  at  hand  to  come.    For,  behold,  I  am 
for  you,  and  I  will  turn  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
tilled  and  sown :    and  I  will  multiply  men  upon 
you,  all  the  house  of  Israel,  even  all  of  it :  and  the 
cities  shall  be  inhabited,  and  the  wastes  shall  be 
builded:  and  I  will  multiply  upon  you  man  and 
beast ;  and  they  shall  increase  and  bring  fruit :  and 
I  will  settle  you  after  your  old  estates,  and  will  do 
better  unto  you  than  at  your  beginnings ;  and  ye 
shall  know  mat  I  am  the  Lord.    Yea,  I  will  cause 
men  to  walk  upon  you,  even  my  people  Israel ;  and 
they  shall  possess  thee,  and  thou  shaft  be  their  inhe- 
ritance, and  thou  shalt  no  more  henceforth  bereave 
thee  of  men."    Thus  will  God  be  favourable  to  his 
land;    and  his  favour  will  never  again  be  with- 
drawn.   He  will  bring  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob : 
"  I  will  take  you  from  among  the  heathen,  and 
gather  you  out  of  all  countries,  and  will  bring  you 
into  your  own  land.    Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean 
water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  he  clean  from  all  your 
filthiness ;  and  from  an  your  idols  will  I  cleanse  you. 
A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit 
will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take  away  the 
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stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  a 
heart  of  flesh,  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you, 
and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall 
keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them.  And  ye  shall 
dwell  in  the  land  that  I  gave  to  your  fathers,  and 
ye  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  your  God." 
(Ezekiel.  xxxii.  24.)  Thus  will  he  bring  back  the 
captivity  of  Jacob,  when  Christ,  the  salvation  of 
Israel  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  shall  sit  on  the  throne 
of  his  father  David.  When  the  Lord  bringeth  back 
the  captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  shall  rejoice  and 
Israel  shall  be  glad. 

"  Thou  hast  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  thy  peo- 
ple ;  thou  hast  covered  all  their  sin. 

•*  Thou  hast  taken  away  all  thy  wrath ;  thou 
hast  turned  thyself  from  the  fierceness  of 
thine  anger." 

"  God  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteousness, 
and  their  sins  and  their  iniquities  he  wiD  remember 
no  more." 

"  Turn  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation,  and  cause 
thine  anger  toward  us  to  cease." 

"  Wilt  thou  be  angry  with  us  for  ever  ?  wilt 
thou  draw  out  thine  anger  to  all  genera- 
tions r 

"Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again,  that  thy 
people  may  rejoice  in  thee  V* 

"  Shew  us  thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  and  grant  us 
thy  salvation." 

"  I  will  yet  for  this  be  enquired  of  by  the  house 
of  Israel,  to  do  it  for  them."     "  Then  shall  ye  find 
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me,  saith  the  Lord,  when  ye  shall  seek  for  me, 
with  all  your  heart."  Then  "  I  will  be  as  the  dew 
unto  Israel ;  he  shall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast  forth 
his  roots  as  Lebanon.  His  branches  shall  spread, 
and  his  beauty  shall  be  as  the  olive  tree,  and  his 
smell  as  Lebanon.  They  that  dwell  under  his  sha- 
dow shall  return  ;  they  shall  revive  as  the  corn,  and 
grow  as  the  vine :  the  scent  thereof  shaD  be  as  the 
wine  of  Lebanon."  Thus  will  God  revive  again  his 
people  Israel ;  and  they  shall  rejoice  in  him  ;  for  he 
will  shew  them  his  mercy,  and  grant  them  his  sal- 
vation. 

"  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak  : 
for  he  will  speak  peace  unto  his  people,  and 
to  his'saints ;  but  let  them  not  turn  again 
to  folly." 

This  is  the  answer  to  the  prayer  expressed  in 
the  four  preceding  verses ;  Goa  will  speak  peace ; 
but  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  he  can  speak 
peace  to  sinners,  and  that  is  through  his  Son ; 
"  We  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:"  and  are  restored  to  his  friendship  and 
favour ;  but  let  us  not  return  to  folly ;  for  then  we 
should  be  like  "  the  dog  that  tumeth  to  his  vomit 
again,  and  like  the  sow  that  was  washed,  to  her 
wallowing  in  the  mire." 

"  Surely  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear 
him." 

"  Salvation  is  far  from  the  wicked,  for  they  seek 
not  thy  statutes ;"  but  to  all  who  fear  God,  his  sal- 
vation is  near.  The  fear  of  God  is  inseparable 
from  the  love  of  God ;  both  spring  from  the  know- 
ledge of  Him ;  and  we  know  him,  when  we  see 
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him  in  Christ,  "  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily :"  His  salvation  is  nigh  to  them 
that  fear  him ;  they  have  the  foretaste  of  it  now, 
and  shall  have  it  in  its  completeness  at  the  revela- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ :  then  shall  "  glory  dwell  in  the 
land." 

When  glory  does  come,  it  will  dwell  in  our  land ; 
not  in  some  for  off  region  ;  not  in  the  distant  stars, 
with  which  we  have  no  acquaintance ;  but  in  our 
land,  for  "there  the  Lord  will  command  the  blessing, 
even  life  for  evermore." 

"  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together :  righte- 
ousness and  peace  have  kissed  each  other." 

To  bring  the  universe  into  existence,  in  all  its 
order  and  beauty,  required  but  the  word  to  proceed 
from  the  mouth  of  God :  but  to  bring  mercy  and 
truth  into  harmonious  union  required  his  assumption 
of  humanity,  and  a  long  course  of  humiliation  and 
trial,  terminating  in  the  death  of  the  cross,  as  an 
expiatory  sacrifice  for  the  whole  world :  then  truth 
and  mercy  met  together,  .for  God  could  be  just 
and  at  the  same  time  merciful  to  guilty  men.  "  A 
just  God,  and  a  Saviour,"  who  by  the  sacrifice  of 
himself,  brought  righteousness  and  peace  mutually 
to  embrace.  0,  the  riches  of  the  wisdom  and  grace 
of  God  1  how  gloriously  are  they  manifested  in 
designing  and  accomplishing  the  great  work  of 
our  redemption. 

"  Truth  hath  sprung  out  of  the  earth :  and 
righteousness  hath  looked  down  from 
heaven." 

Until  Christ  appeared,  no  child  of  Adam's  race 
had  at  any  time  passed  through  the  world  uncon- 
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laminated  by  sin  ;  "  all  had  sinned,  and  come  short 
of  the  glory  of  God ;"  but  Jesus,  from  the  manger . 
to  the  cross,  knew  no  sin,  but  presented  himself, 
without  spot,  unto  God,  and  became  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth. 
In  him  truth  hath  sprung  out  of  the  earth ;  and 
God,  who  is  righteous,  hath  looked  down  from  hea- 
ven and  said,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased."  This  is  Jehovah's  doing,  and 
it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes ;  for  now  are  we  ac- 
cepted in  the  beloved ;  who  is  made  of  God  unto 
us,  righteousness ;  for  as  truly  as  he  became  sin  for 
us,  who  knew  no  sin,  so  truly  do  we  become  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him,  although  in  ourselves 
destitute  of  all  righteousness.  "  Drop  down,  ye 
heavens  from  above,  and  let  the  skies  pour  down 
righteousness;  let  the  earth  open,  and  let  them 
bring  forth  salvation,  and  let  righteousness  spring 
up  together ;  I  the  Lord  have  created  it"  (Isaiah  ■ 
xlv.  8). 

"  Tea,  the  Lord  shall  give  that  which  is  good." 

"  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
him  to  the  death  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with 
him  also,  freely  give  us  all  things."  God  hath  opened 
up  for  himself  a  channel,  through  which  to  pour 
blessings  on  the  unworthy  and  undeserving.  He 
commendeth  his  love  to  us,  in  that  while  we  were 
rebels,  Christ  died  for  us :  and  to  as  many  as  be- 
lieve he  saith,  "  Open  thy  mouth  wide  and  I  will 
fill  it."  God  delights  to  bless  men,  in  turning  them 
from  iniquity  (which  is  the  bane  of  happiness)  and 
then  for  evermore  to  load  them  with  benefits. 


it 


Our  land  shall  yield  her  increase." 
7  vol.  n. 
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"There  shall  come  to  Zion  the  deliverer,  who  shall 
turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob ;"  then  all  Israel 
shall  be  saved :  and  then  the  land  shall  yield  her 
increase.  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  when 
I  shall  betroth  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulness,  and 
thou  shalt  know  the  Lord ;  that  I  will  hear  the  hea- 
vens, and  they  shall  hear  the  earth,  and  the  earth 
shall  hear  the  corn,  and  the  wine,  and  the  oil;" 
(Hosea  ii.  20).  "  They  shall  come  and  sing  in  the 
height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord,  for  wheat,  and  foT  wine,  and  for 
oil ;  and  their  soul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden  ; 
and  they  shall  not  sorrow  any  more  at  all ;  and  my 
people  shall  he  satisfied  with  my  goodness,  saith 
.the  Lord."  (Jer.  xxxi.  12). 

"  Righteousness  shall  go  before  him ;  and  shall 
set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps." 

We  shall  hear  a  voice  behind  us,  saying,  "This 
is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,"  when  we  would  turn  to 
the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.  Our  hearts  shall  be 
directed  into  the  love  of  God,  and  him  only  will  wo 
obey ;  for  he  will  set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps. 


PSALM    LXXXVI. 

1.  Bow  down  thine  ear,  0  Lord,  hear  me ;  for  I 
am  poor  and  needy. 

2.  Preserve  my  soul,  for  I  am  holy :  0  thou  my 
God,  save  thy  servant  that  trusteth  m  thee. 

3.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  Lord :  for  I  cry  unto 
thee  daily. 

4.  Rejoice  the  soul  of  thy  servant :  for  unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul. 

5.  For  thou,  Lord,  art  good,  and  ready  to  for- 
give ;  and  plenteous  in  mercy  unto  all  them  that 
eall  upon  thee. 

6.  Give  ear,  0  Lord,  unto  my  prayer ;  and  attend 
to  the  voice  of  my  supplications. 

7.  In  the  day*  of  my  trouble  I  will  call  upon  thee : 
for  thou  wilt  answer  me. 

8.  Among  the  gods  there  is  none  like  unto  thee, 
©  Lord ;  neither  are  there  any  works  like  unto  thy 
works. 

9.  All  nations  whom  thou  hast  made  shall  come 
and  worship  before  thee,  O  Lord ;  and  shall  glorify 
thy  name. 

10.  For  thou  art  great,  and  doest  wondrous 
things :  thou  art  God  alone. 

11.  Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord ;  I  will  walk  in 
thy  truth :  unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name. 

12.  I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord  my  God,  with  all 
my  heart;  and  I  will  glorify  thy  name  for  ever- 
more. 

13.  For  great  is  thy  mercy  toward  me ;  and  thou 
hast  delivered  my  soul  from  the  lowest  hell. 
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14.  0  God,  the  proud  are  risen  against  me,  and 
the  assemblies  of  violent  men  have  sought  after  my 
soul,  and  have  not  set  thee  before  them. 

15.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  art  a  God  fuD  of  com- 
passion, and  gracious,  long-suffering,  and  plenteous 
m  mercy  and  truth. 

16.  0  turn  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me : 
give  thy  strength  unto  thy  servant,  and  save  the 
son  of  thine  handmaid. 

17.  Show  me  a  token  for  good ;  that  thej  which 
hate  me  may  see  it,  and  be  ashamed ;  because  thou, 
Lord,  hast  holpen'me,  and  comforted  me. 

"  Bow  down  thine  ear,  0  Lord,  hear  me ;  for  I 
am  poor  and  needy." 

The  prayer  of  faith  seeks  the  ear  of  God.  When 
our  Saviour  Christ  was  in  the  world,  he  prayed, 
and  had  no  advantage  over  us  in  this  respect,  in 
that  he  saw  not  him  to  whom  he  prayed ;  to  him 
God  was  invisible,  even  as  he  is  to  us,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  he  is,  and  was  persuaded  that  his  words 
reached  the  ear  of  God :  his  faith  was  perfect ;  "  he 
believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living ;"  and  so  must  all  who  draw  nigh 
unto  God ;  for  "  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  be- 
lieve that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  those 
that  diligently  seek  him."  This  Psalm  is  a  prayer 
of  Christ,  commencing  thus,  "  Bow  down  thine  ear, 
0  Lord,  hear  me ;  for  I  am  poor  and  needy."  •  "  He 
became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might 
be  rich."  When  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
servant,  he  divested  himself  of  all  his  glory,  so  that 
he  had  nothing,  and  is  pleased  to  speak  of  himself 
in  the  22nd  Psalm  as  a  worm,  the  most  helpless  of 
living  objects,  which  the  foot  may  crush,  or  the 
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fowls  of  the  air  devour  at  pleasure,  and  without  re- 
sistance. When  the  Lora  of  glory  became  an  in- 
fant of  days,  he  was  helpless  as  all  infants  are,  and 
was  cast  upon  God :  ana  this  helplessness  continued 
through  life,  for  "  the  Son  could  do  nothing  of  him- 
self ;"  all  strength  and  power  was  communicated 
to  him ;  and  always  in  answer  to  prayer,  as  we 
learn  from  that  brief  utterance  at  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  "Father,  I  thank  thee,  that  thou  hast 
heard  me ;  and  I  knew  that  thou  hearest  me  always, 
but  because  of  the  people,  who  stand  by,  I  said  it, 
(i.e.  I  spoke  these  words  audibly)  that  they  may 
believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me."  Thus  he  was  poor 
and  needy,  having  nothing,  and  yet  (through  God) 
possessing  all  things. 


u 


Preserve  my  soul ;  for  I  am  holy;" 


Who  but  the  Holy  One  of  God  alone  could  thus 
speak  before  God  ?  he  alone  knew  no  sin,  and  from 
the  first  dawn  of  infancy,  to  the  day  when  stretched 
upon  the  cross,  he  presented  himself  without  spot 
unto  God.  The  prmce  of  this  world,  who  ruleth  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  disobedience,  did  all 
he  could  to  obtain  a  hold  on  him,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  for  "  he  had  nothing  m  him." 

u  O  thou  my  God,  save  thy  servant  that  trust- 
eth  in  thee." 

"  He  trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  deliver  him  :'T 
and  he  did  deliver  him,  for  he  brought  him  up  from 
the  power  of  the  grave,  that  he  saw  no  corruption, 
and  was  "  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power 
by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  God  saved  his 
servant  that  trusted  in  him ;  and  in  like  manner  he 
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will  save  us  also,  for  he  is  the  same  God,  rich  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him.  Christ  bears  testimony  to  the 
helping  hand  of  God,  in  the  118th  Psalm,  "  I  called 
upon  the  Lord  in  distress ;  the  Lord  answered  me 
and  set  me  in  a  large  place :  the  Lord  is  on  my  side, 
I  will  not  fear :  what  can  man  do  unto  me  ?"  and 
again  in  the  27th  Psalm,  "  The  Lord  is  my  light 
and  my  salvation :  whom  shall  I  feart  The  Lord  is 
the  strength  of  my  life :  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 
Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  me,  my 
heart  shall  not  fear :  though  war  should  rise  against 
me,  yet  will  I  be  confident." 

"  Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  Lord :  for  I  cry  unto 
thee  daily." 

c<  His  eyes  were  ever  towards  the  Lord;  therefore 
did  he  pluck  his  feet  out  of  the  net;"  "  Lead  me  in 
thy  truth,  and  teach  me  ;  for  thou  art  the  God  of 
my  salvation ;  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day."  The 
high  road  to  heaven  is  prayer ;  and  all  who  will 
enter  must  tread  in  this  path ;  it  is 

Our  watchword  at  the  gates  of  death, 
We  enter  heaven  by  prayer. 

"  Rejoice  the  soul  of  thy  servant ;   for  unto 
thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul." 

He  who  counted  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  is 
so  recognized  by  God ;  "  Behold  my  servant  whom 
I  uphold :  mine  elect  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth, 
I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him  :  he  shall  bring  forth 
judgment  to  the  Gentiles."  (Isaiah  xlii.  1).    Jesus 
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will  ever  continue  to  be  the  servant  of  God,  for  he 
saith  in  the  40th  Psalm,  "  Mine  ears  hast  thou  open- 
ed," in  allusion  to  the  command  in  the  Jewish  law, 
that,  if  a  servant,  at  the  expiry  of  his  time,  declared 
his  determination  to  continue  his  servitude,  his  ears 
should  be  bored  with  an  awl,  to  signify  that  he- 
was  ever  after  to  continue  the  servant  of  his  mas- 
ter. Christ  is  God  and  man,  and  as  man  he  is  the 
servant  of  the  Father.  Here  he  prays  that  God 
would  rejoice  the  soul  of  his  servant.  Now  what 
was  it  that  rejoiced  his  soul  ?  It  was  God  himself, 
for  thus  he  speaks,  "  I  will  go  unto  the  altar  of  God, 
unto  God  my  exceeding  ioy ;  yea,  upon  the  harp 
will  I  praise  thee  0  Goo,  my  God :"  and  again, 
"  My  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living 
God." 


i« 


For  thou,  Lord,  art  good." 


"  The  Lord  is  goo*d  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works."  He  only  is  good  ;'all  good- 
ness in  the  creature,  yea,  even  in  Christ,  proceedeth 
from  God.  Christ  disclaimed  the  appellation  of 
good,  and  said,  "  There  is  none  good  but  one,  that 
£  God." 


u 


And  ready  to  forgive." 


"  If  thy  brother  sin  against  thee,  and  turn  again 
saying,  Irepent,  thou  shalt  forgive  him.  I  say  not 
unto  tnee,  until  seven  times,  but  until  seventy  times 
seven."  God  does  not  require  of  men  a  grace 
which  he  does  not  possess  himself.  If  seventy  times 
seven  be  required  from  man  to  man,  seventy  thou- 
sand times  seven  may  be  looked  for  from  God, 
whose  memorial  to  all  generations  is  "  The  Lord, 
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the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-suffering, 
and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  forgiving 
iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin."  Truly  he  is  a 
God  ever  ready  to  forgive  such  as  acknowledge 
their  iniquity.  "  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faith- 
ful and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness." 


"  And  plenteous  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon 

thee." 


"  The  high  and  holy  one,  who  inhabiteth  eternity 
and  its  praises/'  delighteth  in  mercy  :  it  is  said  with 
truth  to  be  his  darling  attribute;  "As  a  father 
pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 
fear  him,"  and  hath  removed  their  transgressions  out 
of  his  sight,  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west :  "  his 
mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  him»  from  generation  to 
generation."  • 

"  Give  ear,  0  Lord,  unto  my  prayer ;  and 
attend  to  the  voice  of  my  supplications." 

"  In  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  win  call  upon  thee ; 
for  thou  wilt  answer  me." 

The  whole  life  of  Jesus  was  the  "  day  of  his 
trouble,"  but  especially  when  he  ceased  to  keep 
silence,  and  came  out  into  the  world ;  then  was  he 
hated,  "  his  sore  ran  in  the  night,  and  ceased  not," 
but  "  in  the  day  of  his  trouble,  he  Bought  the  Lord, 
and  he  heard  him,  and  his  cry  came  before  him,, 
even  unto  his  ears."  Let  us  also  call  upon  God  in 
the  day  of  trouble ;  he  will  deliver  us,  and  we  shall 
glorify  him. 
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"  Among  the  gods,  there  is  none  like  unto  thee, 
0  Lord ;  neither  are  there  any  works  like 
unto  thy  works*" 

"  There  is  none  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord ;  thou  art 

Seat,  and  thy  name  is  great  in  might."  "  Thou  art 
e  true  God,  the  living  God,  and  an  everlasting 
King :  at  thy  wrath  the  earth  shall  tremble,  and 
the  nations  shall  not  be  able  to  abide  thine  indig- 
nation." u  When  thou  utterest  thy  voice,  there  is  a 
multitude  of  waters  in  the  heavens,  and  the  vapours 
ascend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  thou  makest 
lightnings,  with  rain,  and  bringest  forth  the  wind 
out  of  thy  treasures."  He  only  is  great,  and  his 
works  are  great  in  might. 

"  AD  nations  whom  thou  hast  made  shall  come 
and  worship  before  thee,  O  Lord:  and 
shall  glorify  thy  name." 

This  shall  be  when  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord 's ; 
"when  in  mercy  the  throne  shall  be  established, 
and  he  shall  sit  upon  it  in  truth,  in  the  tabernacle 
of  David,  judging,  and  seeking  judgment,  and  hast- 
ing righteousness."  "  It  shaD  come  to  pass  in  the 
last  days,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house 
shall  be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills ;  and  all  nations 
shall  flow  unto  it :  and  many  people  shall  go  and 
say,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  and 
he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  i» 
his  paths :  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law, 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem."  (Isaiah 
iL  1).    They  shall  even  go  up  from  year  to  year„ 
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to  worship  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  to  keep* 
the  feast  of  tabernacles."  (Zechariah,  14th  chapter). 
"All  the  earth  shall  worship  thee,  and  shall  sing 
unto  thee ;  they  shall  sing  unto  thy  name."  (Psalm  j 

Ixvi.  iv.) 

"  Thou  art  great  and  doest  wondrous  things  * 

thou  art  God  alone."  j 

None  is  good  but  God  :  none  is  great  but  Him, 
who  upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power. 
"  0  Lord,  my  God,  thou  art  very  great,  thou  art 
clothed  with  honour  and  majesty ."  In  creation,  all 
is  wonderful ;  in  redemption,  all  is  surpassing  won- 
derful; with  ever  new  developments  of  wisdom, 
and  glory. 

"  Teach  me  thy  way,  0  God :  I  will  walk  in 
thy  truth  ;  unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy 


name." 


"  His  commandments  are  not  grievous/'  for  love 
comprises  all.  Love  is  God's  way.  Jesus  Christ 
continually  walked  therein,  for  "  he  went  about  do- 
ing good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the 
the  devil."  His  heart  was  not  divided  between  God 
and  the  world ;  it  was  united ;  an  eye  altogether 
single,  and  a  body  full  of  light. 

"  I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord  my  God,  with  all 
my  neart :  and  I  will  glorify  thy  name  for- 
evermore."  ! 

The  Father  has  not  another  who  loves  him  equal 
to  his  Son :  his  language  shews-  the  all-absorbing  ' 
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devotion  of  his  soul :  as  the  Father  loved  him,  so 
loved  he  the  Father.  Love  is  the  everlasting  bond 
of  onion  between  the  Father  and  the  Son — it  is  love 
without  measure,  and  without  end. 

u  Great  is  thy  mercy  toward  me." 

Mercy  is  grace  or  favour  to  the  unworthy.  It 
is  in  his  vicarious  character  that  Christ  both  needs 
and  receives  mercy ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  great- 
ness of  our  demerit  was  Goers  mercy  great  to  us 
in  the  person  of  Christ. 

"  Thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  the  lowest 
hell" 

Truly  Christ  descended  into  hell ;  as  it  is  written, 
"  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  darkness 
in  the  deeps."  "  He  went  and  preached  to  the  spirits 
in  prison,"  the  first  occupants  of  that  dreadful  abode. 
God  did  not  leave  his  soul  in  hell,  but  speedily  res- 
cued him  from  the  horrible  pit ;  here  ne  ascribes 
his  deliverance  to  the  greatness  of  God's  mercy. 
We  also  should  rejoice,  and  say,  "Great  is  thy 
mercy  towards  us,  "  for  in  him  thou  hast  delivered 
our  souls  from  helL"  "  Because  he  lives,  we  shall 
live  also." 


u 


O  God,  the  proud  are  risen  against  me,  and 
the  assemblies  of  violent  men  have  3ought 
after  my  life :  and  have  not  set  thee  be- 
fore them." 


Through  pride,  we  suppose  we  are  something, 
when  we  are  nothing*    We  boast  of  what  we  have, 


108     IGNORANCE  OF  GOD  THE  ROOT  OF  PRIDE. 

as  if  we  had  not  received  it.  Pride  is  to  arrogate 
to  ourselves  what  is  due  to  God  only ;  to  appro- 
priate the  glory  which  belongs  to  God.  "The 
wicked  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance  will 
not  seek  after  God ;"  he  desires  to  be  a  god  unto 
himself,  and  saith  in  his  heart,  There  is  no  God. 
In  his  pride  also  doth  he  persecute  the  poor,  not 
the  indigent,  but  the  poor  in  spirit,  who  know  that 
they  are  nothing,  and  give  all  glory  to  God.  These 
are  a  silent  reproach,  and  are  therefore  hated ;  but 
Jesus  was  more,  he  was  a  teacher  of  righteousness, 
and  testified  of  the  proud,  that  their  works  were 
evil ;  therefore  the  proud  rose  up  against  him ; 
they  sought  after  his  life.  The  root  of  pride  is 
ignorance  of  God ;  wilful  ignorance  ;  for  tney  will 
not  acquaint  themselves  with  Him,  and  so  set  God 
before  them. 

"  But  thou,  0  Lord,  art  a  God  full  of  compas- 
sion, and  gracious,  long-suffering,  and 
plenteous  in  mercy  and  truth." 

This  is  the  name  of  the  Lord,  which  he  pro- 
claimed before  Moses,  when  he  descended  in  the 
cloud,  and  stood  with  him  there  upon  the  top  of 
Mount  Sinai.  The  Lord  passed  by  before  hira,  and 
proclaimed,  "The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful, 
and  gracious,  long-suffering,  and  abundant  in  good- 
ness and  truth.  Keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  for- 
giving iniquity,  and  transgression,  and  sin,  and  that 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty ;  visiting  the  ini- 
quity of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon 
the  childrens'  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the 
fourth  generation."  (Exodus  xxxiv.  6).  This  is 
God's  name  or  character,  called  by  St.  Peter,  "  the 
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tlivine  nature."  He  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever,  without  variableness  or  shadow  of 
turning.  In  Jesus  Christ  we  behold  God  manifest 
in  the  flesh,  "  God  over  all  blessed  for  ever  :"  two 
natures  in  one  person  :  one  Being  in  two  natures : 
The  great  Goo,  even  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  a 
God  lull  of  compassion,  and  gracious,  longHBuffering, 
and  plenteous  in  mercy  and  truth.  Truly  great  is 
the  mystery  of  godliness  I  In  the  one  nature  Christ 
is  the  highest  worshipper ;  and  in  the  other  nature, 
He  with  the  Father  and  the* Holy  Ghost  are  the 
worshipped  and  adored  of  all  beings, — saints,  angels, 
and  men, 

"  0  turn  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me ; 
give  thy  strength  unto  thy  servant,  and 
save  the  son  ofthy  handmaid." 

"Though  he  were  a  Son, yet  learned  he  obedience 
by  the  things  which  he  suffered."  With  God  there 
are  no  blind  partialities ;  Christ  had  to  fight  his  up- 
ward way,  without  any  favour  shewn  him  on  ac- 
count of  nis  being  a  Son  ;  these  words,  "  turn  thee 
unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me,"  form  the  daily 
burden  of  his  prayer,  as  appears  throughout  all  the 
Psalms;  he  obtained  strength,  just  because  he 
prayed  for  it ;  and  the  strength  given  to  him  was 
divine,  God's  own  strength ;  for  "  God  was  with 
him ;"  and  in  him ;  and  wrought  with  him,  and  for 
him,  and  by  him;  as  he  testified  to  the  Jews,  "Many 
ood  works  have  I  shewn  you  from  mv  Father." 
[e  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  son  of  his  hand- 
maid, Mary  the  Virgin,  espoused  to  Joseph.  In 
this  relation  he  glories :  let  us  also  glory  in  it,  and 
give  thanks  to  God.  for  ever. 
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"  Shew  me  a  token  for  good ;  that  they  who 
hate  me  may  see  it,  and  be  ashamed/' 

The  works  which  he  did  in  his  Father's  name, 
they  bore  witness  of  him,  that  he  was  indeed  sent 
by  the  Father ;  and  these  were  his  tokens  for  good* 
Moreover  his  enemies  could  not  resist  the  wisdom 
of  his  words,  but  were  put  to  silence,  and  conse- 
quently to  shame. 

"  Thou,  Lord,  hast  holpen  me,  and  comforted 
me. 

He  was  upheld  by  God ;  and  did  nothing  with- 
out him.  God  was  also  his  comforter,  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  who  dwelt  in  him  in  all  fulness,  for  "  God 
giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  measure  unto  him." 


PSALM    LXXXVII. 

1.  His  foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains. 

2.  The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  more  than 
all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob. 

3.  Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  0  city  of 
God.    Selah. 

4.  I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  and  Babylon  to 
them  that  know  me :  behold  Philistia,  and  Tyre, 
with  Ethiopia ;  this  man  was  born  there. 

5.  And  of  Zion  it  shall  be  said,  This  and  that 
man  was  born  in  her :  and  the  Highest  himself  shall 
establish  her. 

6.  The  Lord  shall  count,  when  he  writeth  up 
the  people,  that  this  man  was  born  there.    Selah. 

7.  As  well  the  singers  as  the  players  on  instru- 
ments shall  be  there :  all  my  springs  are  in  thee. 

"  His  foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains." 

A  foundation  supposes  a  building ;  a  house ;  and 
a  settlement  in  that  house.  The  house  of  God 
shall  be  Mount  Zion,  and  its  foundation,  the  holy 
mountains.  In  the  visions  of  God,  Ezekiel  the 
prophet  was  brought  into  the  land  of  Israel,  and 
was  set  upon  a  very  high  mountain,  by  which  was 
as  the  frame  of  a  city  on  the  south.  This  city  was 
not  then  in  existence,  nor  is  yet,  but  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  it  shall  be  built  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions given  in  that  prophecy :  and  when  built,  it 
shall  be  sanctified,  and  become  the  residence  of 
Jehovah  of  hosts  himself;  for  so  he  declares  to 
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the  prophet,  in  the  43rd  chapter,  "  Son  of  man,  the 
place  of  my  throne,  and  the  place  of  the  soles  of 
my  feet,  where  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  for  even"  Thus  his  foundation  shall 
be  in  the  holy  mountains ,  and  thus  in  very  deed 
will  God  dwell  with  man  upon  the  earth,  never  to 
depart.  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these  things? 
if  he  who  spanned  the  heavens,  and  upholdeth  the 
universe  by  the  word  of  his  power,  hath  so  deter- 
mined, according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will, 
that  this  our  world  shall  be  the  seat  or  capital  of 
his  vast  empire,  why  should  we  oppose  his  will? 
rather  let  us  give  glory  to  Him  who  hath  so 
honoured  man,  as  to  make  man's  habitation  his 
own  eternal  dwelling  place ;  as  the  scriptures 
abundantly  shew. 

"  The  Lord  (Jehovah)  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion 
more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob." 

It  is  of  times  to  come  that  these  words  are  spoken, 
even  "  the  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,"  when  "  Behold,  I  create  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth ;  then  will  I  create  Jerusalem  a 
rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy ;  and  the  voice  of 
weeping  shall  be  no  more  heard  in  her."  "  They 
shall  build  the  old  wastes,  and  raise  up  the  former 
desolations,  and  they  shall  repair  the  waste  cities, 
the  desolations  of  many  generations."  The  Lord 
will  rejoice  in  his  people,  and  in  all  their  dwelling 
places,  but  most  of  all,  the  gates  of  Zion,  the  place 
which  he  shall  choose  as  the  seat  of  his  glory.  "  At 
that  time,  they  shall  call  Jerusalem  the  throne  of 
the  Lord ;  and  all  the  nations  shall  be  gathered 
unto  it,  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem." 
(Jer.  iii.  17.) 
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"  Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  0  city  of 
God." 

"  Awake,  awake ;  put  on  thy  strength,  0  Zion; 
put  on  thy  beautiful  garments,  0  Jerusalem,  the 
holy  city :  for  henceforth  there  shall  no  more  come 
into  thee  the  uncircumcised  and  the  unclean/' 
*'  The  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling  place 
of  Mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  by 
day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night. 
"  O  thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempest,  and  not  com- 
forted !  behold,  I  will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  co- 
lours, and  lay  thy  foundations  with  sapphires :  and  I 
will  make  thy  windows  of  agates,  and  thy  gates 
of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders  of  pleasant  stones. 
And  all  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord ; 
«nd  great  shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children."  (Isaiah 
liv.  11).  These  are  some  of  the  glorious  things 
which  are  spoken  of  that  city,  which  is  destined  of 
God  to  be  (and  to  continue  for  ever  to  be)  the  per- 
fection of  beauty,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth.  It 
is  called  the  city  of  Goo,  because  it  will  be  the  place 
or  habitation  of  his  holiness,  "  the  city  of  the  great 
King,"  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  whose 
name  is  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  mighty  one  of  Jacob. 

"  I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  and  Babylon 
to  them  that  know  me:  behold Phihstia, 
and  Tyre,  with  Ethiopia;  this  man  waa 
born  there." 

The  residue  of  the  nations  that  shall  escape  the 
judgment  of  the  quick,  shall  learn  righteousness ; 
and  of  these  it  is  recorded  that,  "  Ethiopia  shall  soon 
stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God."  (Psalm  lxviii.  31). 
"Princes  also  shall  comeout  of  Egypt"  yea,  "all  the 
8  VOL.  n. 
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ends  of  the  world  shall  remember,  and  torn  unto  Hie 
Lord ;  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  wor- 
ship before  him."  (Psalm  xxii.  27). 

"  And  of  Zion  it  shall  be  said,  This  and  that 
man  was  born  in  her ;  and  the  jlighedt 
himself  shall  establish  her." 

"  The  Lord  shall  count,  when  he  writeth  up  the 
people,  that  this  man  was  born  there." 

The  word  "  establish"  as  used  in  scripture  signi- 
fies permanence,  or  durability.  Thus  m  the  93rd 
Psalm,  "  Thy  throne  is  established  of  old,  thou  art 
from  everlasting ;"  and  again,  in  the  119th  Psalm, 
verse  89,  "  Thy  faithfulness  is  unto  all  generations ; 
thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abideth ;" 
and  again,  in  the  148th  Psalm,  verse  4,  "  Praise  him, 
ye  heavens  of  heavens,  and  ye  waters  that  be  above 
the  heavens.  Let  than  praise  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  for  he  commanded,  and  they  were  created, 
he  hath  also  stablished  them  for  ever  and  ever ;  he 
hath  made  a  decree,  which  shall  not  pass."  Thus 
also  of  Zion  it  is  said,  that  she  can  at  no  time  be 
removed  but  abideth  for  ever ;  for  the  Highest  him- 
self shall  establish  her,  "When  he  writeth  up  the 
people,"  the  wicked  shall  not  be  written  among 
the  righteous ;  all  their  names  will  be  blotted  out 
of  the  book  of  life,  and  shall  not  be  found  there,  in 
the  great  day  of  Assize,  when  the  books  are  opened, 
.and  another  book,  which  is  the  book  of  life. 

"  As  well  the  singers  as  the  players  on  instru- 
ments shall  be  there." 


It  will  be  a  city  full  of  joy ;  for  "  Israel  shall 
Joice  in  him  that  made  him ;  and  the  children  of 
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Zion  8haD  be  ioyful  in  their  King :  they  shall  praise 
his  name  in  the  dance :  they  shall  sing  praises  to 
him  with  the  timbrel  and  harp.  The  Lord  will  take 
pleasure  in  his  people :  he  will  beautify  the  meek 
with  salvation."  (Psalm  cxlix.)  "  Then  shall  be  seen 
the  goings  of  God ;  even  the  goings  of  God,  our 
King,  in  the  sanctuary :  (they  shall  form  holy  proces- 
sions.) The  singers  shall  go  before,  the  players  on 
instruments  shall  follow  after ;  and  among  them  the 
damsels  playing  with  timbrels :  they  shall  bless  God 
in  the  congregations,  even  the  Lord,  from  the  foun- 
tain of  Israel.    (Psalm  lxviii; 

"  AH  my  springs  are  in  thee." 

"The  Lord  hath  cho6en  Zion,  he  hath  desired  it 
for  his  habitation."  "  There  the  Lord  will  command 
the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore ;"  as  it  is  written, 
"  The  Lord  that  made  heaven  and.  earth  bless 
thee  out  of  Zion."  (Psalm  cxxxiv.  3).  AH  his  springs 
are  in  it ;  and  out  from  thence  shall  his  goodness 
flow  to  the  whole  earth :  and  to  that  place,  from 
generation  to  generation,  shall  all  flesh  come  to 
worship  before  Him :  "  the  God  of  the  whole  earth 
shall  he  be  called." 


PSALM    LXXXVIII. 

1.  0  Lord  God  of  my  salvation,  I  have  cried  day 
:and  night  before  thee. 

2.  Let  my  prayer  come  before  thee :  incline  thine 
♦ear  unto  my  cry ; 

3.  For  my  soul  is  full  of  troubles,  and  my  life 
draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave. 

4.  I  am  counted  with  them  that  go  down  into 
the  pit :  I  am  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength : 

5.  Free  among,  the  dead,  like  the  slain  that  lie  in 
the  grave,  whom  thou  rememberest  no  more :  and 
they  are  cut  oft  from  thy  hand. 

6.  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  dark- 
ness, in  the  deeps. 

7.  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me,  and  thou  hast 
afflicted  me  with  all  thy  waves.    Selah. 

8.  Thou  hast  put  away  mine  acquaintance  far 
from  me ;  thou  hast  made  me  an  abomination  unto 
them :  I  am  shut  up,  and  I  cannot  come  forth. 

9.  Mine  eye  mourneth  by  reason  of  affliction: 
Lord,  I  have  called  daily  upon  thee ;  I  have  stretched 
out  my  hands  unto  thee. 

10.  Wilt  thou  show  wonders  to  the  dead  T  shall 
the  dead  arise  and  praise  thee  ?    Selah. 

11.  Shall  thy  loving-kindness  be  declared  in  the 
grave  ?  or  thy  faithfulness  in  destruction  T 

12.  Shall  thy  wonders  be  known  in  the  dark  T 
and  thy  righteousness  in  the  land  of  forgetfulness  ? 

13.  6ut  unto  thee  have  1  cried,  0  Lord;  and  in 
the  morning  shall  my  prayer  prevent  thee. 
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14.  Lord,  why  castest  thou  off  my  soul?  why 
hidest  thou  thy  face  from  me  ? 

15.  I  am  afflicted  and  ready  to  die  from  my  youth 
up :  while  I  suffer  thy  terrors  I  am  distracted. 

16.  Thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over  me :  thy  terrors 
have  cut  me  off 

17.  They  came  round  about  me  daily  like  water ; 
they  compassed  me  about  together. 

18.  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me, 
and  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness. 

u  0  Lord  God  of  my  salvation/* 

Salvation  comes  from  the  Father  to  the  Son, 
("  who  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him 
glory")  and  from  the  Son  to  us,  ("who  is  the 
author  of  eternal  life  unto  all  them  that  obey  him.") 

"  I  have  cried  day  and  night  before  thee." 

"He offered  up  prayers  and  supplications, unto  him 
who  was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  was 
heard  in  that  he  feared."  He  cried  day  and  night 
before  God :  like  as  he  commanded  his  disciples  to 
pray  always,  so  all  his  precepts  he  illustrated  by  his 
own  example:  he  prayed  always;  "his  eyes  were 
*ver  towards  the  Lord." 

"  Let  my  prayer  oome  before  thee :  incline 
thine  ear  unto  my  cry." 

Prayer  oonsists  in  real  oommunion  with  God. 
Cornelius  the  centurion  was  a  man  who  prayed  to 
God  alway :  on  a  certain  day,  when  thus  engaged, 
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suddenly  an  angel  in  bright  clothing  stood  before 
him,  and  said,  "  Cornelius,  thy  prayers  and  thine 
alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.'9 
Thus  was  he  assured  that  his  prayers  were  ad- 
dressed to  Him  who  heareth.prayer. 

"For  my  soul  is  full  of  troubles,  and  my  life 
draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave." 

By  this  Psalm  we  are  admitted  within  the  sacred 
precincts  of  that  holy  mind,  while  he  hung  upon  the 
cross,  and  after  he  had  given  up  the  ghost. 

"  I  am  oounted  with  them  that  go  down  into 
the  pit." 

All  the  wicked  go  down  into  the  pit ;  Jesus  was 
counted  as  one  of  the  wicked,  and  was  numbered 
with  the  transgressors :  he  bore  our  sins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  and  then  went  down  into  hell. 

"  I  am  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength." 

"His  strength  was  dried  up  like  a  potsherd;  his 
tongue  cleaved  to  his  jaws ;  for  God  brought  him 
into  the  dust  of  death."  (Psalm  xxii.) 

"  Free  among  the  dead,  like  the  slain  that  He 
in  the  grave,  who  are  cut  off  by  thy  hand ; 
and  whom  thou  rememberest  no  more." 

Christ  describes  himself  as  resembling  one  among 
the  millions  whom  God  hath  cut  off ;  whom  God 
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hath  cast  down  into  destruction,  where  he  remem- 
bereth  them  no  more ;  not  that  any  being  can  pass 
out  of  his  memory,  but  because  they  have  then  no 
place  in  his  regard,  but  are  the  subjects  of  his  dis- 
pleasure. 0  that  men  would  agree  with  God  (their 
adversary)  quickly,  whiles  they  are  in  the  way  with 
him  ;  for  when  once  in  prison  they  shall  not  come 
forth,  until  they  have  paid  the  uttermost  farthing ; 
and  this,  alas,  shall  never  be !  theirs  shall  be  misery 
without  mitigation,  and  without  end. 

"  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  dark- 
ness, in  the  deeps." 

All  the  sins  of  mankind  were  laid  on  Christ ;  he 
was  therefore  the  great,  the  only  sinner ;  and  as 
such,  the  lowest  hell  was  the  just  prison  to  which 
to  consign  him.  In  that  lowest  pit  was  found  the 
first  race  of  sinners,  the  antedeluvians,  to  whom  the 
dawn  of  hope  was  brought  by  the  wonderful  mercy 
of  God,  foT  to  them  he  preached  the  gospel,  "  that 
they  might  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh, 
but  live  according  to  God  in  the  spirit.,,  Thus  like 
Jonah,  in  the  whale's  belly  (who  was  his.  type,)  he 
was  in  darkness,  in  the  deeps ;  all  God's  waves  and 
his  billows  passed  over  him. 

"  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me,  and  thou  hast 
afflicted  me  with  all  thy  waves." 

The  sufferings  of  Christ  were  not  ideal  sufferings, . 
but  dread  realities.    God  dealt  with  him  as  the 
great  substitute  for  sinners;  he  suffered,  the  just 
one,  for  the  many  unjust ;  and  now  God  is  the  justi- 
fier  of  the  ungodly  who  believe  on  Jesus. 
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"  Thou  hast  put  away  mine  acquaintance  far 
from  me." 

He  loved  his  acquaintance ;  his  friends  and  bre- 
thren were  dear  to  his  heart :  it  was  his  first  word 
on  the  morning  of  his  resurrection,  "  Go  tell  my 
brethren  that  I  ascend  unto  my  Father  and  your 
Father,  unto  my  God  and  your  God."  But  in  the 
hour  of  his  extreme  need,  "  his  lovers  and  his  friends 
stood  aloof  from  his  sore,  and  his  kinsmen  stood  afar 
off;  for  he  looked  on  his  right  hand,  and  beheld, 
but  no  man  would  know  him,  (to  recognize  himl 
no  man  cared  for  his  soul." 


"  Thou  hast  made  me  an  abomination  unto 
them." 


All  dead  persons  were  reckoned  by  the  Jewish 
law  an  abomination,  so  that  whoever  touched  a 
dead  body  became  unclean.  Thus  low  did  the  holy 
one  of  God  come  down  for  our  Bakes,  "  he  humbled 
himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross,"  and  being  dead,  became  as  a 
dead  man,  unclean,  even  to  touch. 

"  I  am  shut  up,  and  I  cannot  come  forth.,r 

Out  of  the  great  prison  house  none  can  come  forth ; 
they  are  shut  up,  having  gone  to  the  generation  of 
their  fathers,  (ue.  their  evil  ancestors)  and  shall 
never  see  light."  Thus  like  Jonah  in  the* whale's 
belly,  was  Christ  shut  up  in  the  belly  of  hell,  deep 
in  unfathomable  mines  he  lay,  and  thus  he  speaks* 
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"  Mine  eye  mourneth  by  reason  of  affliction." 

"  Grief  was  his  close  companion  still, 
Through  all  his  life  below." 

And  even  after  life  had  fled,  he  was  still  a  mour- 
ner, for  joy  did  not  come  until  the  morning.  Bnt 
now  in  the  prison  house  he  prays,  as  Jonah  did  in 
the  whale's  oelly,  "  Out  of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I, 
and  thou  heardest  my  voice ;  for  thou  hadst  cast  me 
into  the  deep,  in  the  midst  of  the  seas ;  and  the 
floods  compassed  me  about :  all  thy  billows  and  thy 
waves  passed  over  me.  Then  I  said,  I  am  cast  out 
of  thy  sight,  yet  I  will  look  again  toward  thy  holy 
temple.  I  went  down  to  the  bottoms  of  the  moun- 
tains; the  earth  with  her  bars  was  about  me  for 
ever."  (Jonah,  2nd  chapter.)  Even  so  the  great 
antitype  of  Jonah  was  enclosed  in  the  great  cavern, 
where  light  never  enters,  and  where  the  light  is  as 
darkness.  A  long  tunnel,  through  which  a  train 
has  to  pass,  will  give  some  idea  of  that  darkness 
where  the  souls  of  the  lost  are :  into  which  he  came 
with  all  our  sins  upon  him,  but  left  them  there. 

"  Have  I  not  called  daily  upon  thee  ?  have  I 
not  stretched  out  my  hands  unto  thee  t 

"  Did  not  my  soul  pant  after  thee  ?  Wert  thou 
not  my  dory  and  my  joy  in  the  land  of  the  living  ? 
Did  not  I  daily  stretch  out  my  hands  unto  thee,  and 
say,  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  on  the 
earth  there  is  none  that  I  desire  besides  thee." 

» 

"Shew  thou  now  wonders  to  the  dead?  and 
let  the  dead  arise  and  praise  thee," 
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"  0  thou^who  hast  shewed  me  great  and  sore- 
troubles,  quicken  me  again,  and  bring  me  up  again 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth."  0  let  thy  turtle-dove 
now  be  set  free ;  let  thy  power  be  displayed  in 
shewing  wonders  to  the  dead ;  let  me,  thy  dead  one 
arise,  that  I  may  praise  thee,  and  that  I  may  bo 
the  first  born  among  many  brethren ;  leave  me  not 
to  abide  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit,  where 
I  cannot  glorify  thy  name. 


"  Shall  thy  loving-kindness  be  declared  in  the 
grave  ?  or  thy  faithfulness  in  destruction  V9 

"  Shall  thy  wonders  be  known  in  the  dark  t 
and  thy  righteousness  in  the  land  of  for- 
getfulness. 

My  soul  longs  to  shew  fbrth  thy  praise ;  "  the 
living,  the  living,  they  shall  praise  thee;"  therefore, 
for  thy  name  sake,  raise  me  up,  and  "  my  soul  and 
all  that  is  within  me  shalT  bless  and  magnify  thy 
holy  name." 

"  Unto  thee  have  I  cried,  0  Lord ;  and  in  the 
morning  shall  my  prayer  prevent  thee." 

"  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell, 
neither  wilt  thon  suffer  thine  Holy  one  to  see  cor- 
ruption." "Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant, 
upon  which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope  ;"  and 
"let  my  soul  live,  and  it  shall  praise  thee. ' 

"Lord,  why  castest  thou  off  my  soul?  why 
hidest  thou  thy  face  from  me  ?" 

Why  hast  thou  put  him  to  grief,  who  knew  no 
sin:  in  whose  mouth  no  guile  was  ever  found t 
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44  For  the  transgression  of  my  people  was  Be  stric- 
ken :"  "  he  was  wounded  for  then-  transgressions, 
and  for  their  iniquities  was  he  bruised." 


"  I  am  afflicted,  and  ready  to  die  from  my 
youth  up." 

His  fife  was  continually  in  his  hand :  his  soul 
was  among  lions ;  and  as  a  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves;  there  was  but  a  step  betwixt  him:  and 
death,  all  his  days,  with  no  protector  but  God  only, 

"  While  I  suffer  thy  terrors  I  am  distracted!"" 

The  intense  sufferings  of  Christ  clearly  shew- 
that  God  is  in  earnest  with  men  :  he  who  spared 
not  his  own  Son,  but  caused  all  his  waves  and 
his  billows  to  pass  over  him,  will  not  spare  such* 
as  go  on  in  sin,  and  refuse  to  return. 

"  Thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over  me :  thy  terrors 
nave  cut  me  off." 

His  iniquities  (as  our  representative)  were  more 
than  the  hairs  of  nis  head,  therefore  the  fierce  wrath 
of  God  went  over  him ;  and  by  his  terrors  he  was 
cut  off,  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  "  who  shall  de- 
clare his  generation!  for  his  life  is  cut  off  from  the 
earth." 

"  They  came  round  about  me  daily  like  water." 

With  deadly  design  in  their  hearts,  they  came 
round  about  him  daily,  that  they  might  lay  hold  on 
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his  words,  and  so  deliver  him  over  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  governor.  Eventually,  God 
permitted  him  to  be  delivered  into  their  hands: 
then  was  their  cruel  malignity  gratified  :  they 
came  round  about  him,  while  he  hung  suspended 
on  the  cross. 


n 


"  They  compassed  him  about  together. 


They  gaped  upon  him  with  their  mouths,  as  a 
ravening  and  a  roaring  lion :  they  looked,  and 
stared  upon  him ;  they  poured  into  his  ear  derisive 
and  cruel  mockings,  and  reproachings :  "  but  he  as 
a  deaf  man  heard  not,  and  as  a  dumb  man  he 
opened  not  the  mouth,"  except  to  utter  a  prayer 
in  their  behalf,  saying,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do." 

"  Lover  and  friend  haBt  thou  put  far  from  me, 
and  (sent  me  from)  mine  acquaintance 
into  aarkness." 

There  were  two  bitter  ingredients  in  the  cup 
which  the  Father  gave  him  to  drink ;  the  first 
was  the  hiding  of  his  Father's  countenance,  as  ap- 
pears from  his  loud  expiring  cry,  "My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me ;"  and  the  other, 
separation  from  his  lovers  and  friends.  Who  can 
conceive  the  intensity  of  that  love  which  Christ 
bears  unto  those  whom  the  Father  hath  given  him? 
his  own  words  express  it,  but  our  minds  are  ina- 
dequate to  the  conception.  "  As  the  Father  hath 
loved  me,  so  have  I  loved  you."  From  his  own  sheep 
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was  the  good  Shepherd  cut  oft,  and  Bent  far  away 
from  them  into  darkness ;  but  thanks  be  to  God, 
the  night  is  past  and  gone ;  yea,  gone  for  ever,  for 
"  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead  dieth  no  more, 
death  hath  no  more  dominion  over  him.,,  "  Thou 
hast  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  dancing : 
thou  hast  put  off  my  sackcloth,  and  girded  me  with 
gladness ;  to  the  end  that  my  glory  may  sins'  praise 
to  thee,  and  not  be  silent :  0  Lord  my  God,  I  will 
give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever/'  (Psalm  xxx.  11.) 


PSALM   LXXXIX. 

1.  I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever  r 
-with  my  mourn  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulness 
to  all  generations. 

2.  For  I  have  said,  Mercy  shall  be  built  up  for 
ever:  thy  faithfulness  shaft  thou  establish  in  the 
very  heavens. 

3.  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen,  I 
have  sworn  unto  David  my  servant, 

4.  Thy  seed  will  I  establish  for  ever,  and  build 
up  thy  throne  to  all  generations.     Selah. 

5.  And  the  heavens  shall  praise  thy  wonders,  0 
Lord ;  thy  faithfulness  also  m  the  congregation  of 
the  saints. 

6.  For  who  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  unto 
the  Lord?  who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can 
be  likened  unto  the  Lord  ? 

7.  God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  assembly  of 
the  saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them 
that  are  about  him. 

8.  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  who  is  a  strong  Lord 
Eke  unto  thee  ?  or  to  thy  faithfulness  round  about 
thee? 

9.  Thou  rulest  the  raging  of  the  sea :  when  the 
waves  thereof  arise,  thou  stillest  them. 

10.  Thou  hast  broken  Rahab  in  pieces,  as  one 
that  is  slain;  thou  hast  scattered  thine  enemies 
with  thy  strong  arm. 

11.  The  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  also  is  thine : 
as  for  the  world,  and  the  fulness  thereof,  thou  hast 
founded  them. 
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12.  The  north  and  the  south  thon  hast  created 
them:  Tabor  and  Hermon  shall  rejoice  in  thy 
name. 

13.  Thon  hast  a  mighty  arm :  Strong  is  thyjhand, 
and  high  is  thy  right  hand. 

14.  Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
thy  throne :  mercy  and  4rath  shall  go  before  thy 
face. 

15.  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
sound :  they  shall  walk,  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy 
countenance. 

16.  In  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day; 
and  in  thy  righteousness  shall  they  be  exalted. 

17.  For  thou  art  the  glory  of  their  strength ;  and 
in  thy  favour  our  horn  shall  be  exalted. 

18.  For  the  Lord  is  our  defence ;  and  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  is  our  King. 

19.  Then  thou  spakest  in  vision  to  thy  Holy  Oner 
and  saidst,  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty  ? 
I  have  exalted  one  chosen  out  of  the  people. 

20.  I  have  found  David  my  servant;  with  my 
holy  oil  have  I  anointed  him : 

21.  With  whom  my  hand  shall  be  established ; 
mine  arm  also  shall  strengthen  him. 

22.  The  enemy  shall  not  exact  upon  him;  nor 
the  son  of  wickedness  afflict  him. 

23.  And  I  will  beat  down  his  foes  before  his  face, 
and  plague  them  that  hate  him. 

24.  But  my  faithfulness  and  my  mercy  shall  be 
with  him ;  and  in  my  name  shall  his  horn  be  exalted. 

25.  I  will  set  his  hand  also  in  the  sea,  and  his 
right  hand  in  the  rivers. 

26.  He  shall  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Father, 
my  God,  and  the  Rock  of  my  salvation. 

27.  Also  I  will  make  him  my  first-born,  higher 
than  the  kings  of  the  earth. 
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28.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  evermore, 
and  my  covenant  shall  stand  fast  with  him. 

29.  His  seed  also  will  1  make  to  endure  for  ever, 
and  his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven. 

30.  If  his  children  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not 
in  my  judgments ; 

1    31.  If  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not  my 
eommandments ; 

32.  Then  will  I  visit  their  transgression  with  the 
rod,  and  their  iniqmty  with  stripes. 

33.  Nevertheless  my  loving-kindness  will  I  not 
utterly  take  from  him,  nor  suffer  my  faithfulness  to 
fail 

34.  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the 
thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips. 

85.  Once  have  I  sworn  by  my  holiness,  that  I 
will  not  lie  unto  David. 

36.  His  seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne 
as  the  sun  before  me. 

37.  It  shaD  be  established  for  ever  as  the  moon, 
and  as  a  faithful  witness  in  heaven.    Selah. 

38.  But  thou  hast  cast  off  and  abhorred,  thou 
hast  been  wroth  with  thine  anointed. 

39.  Thou  hast  made  void  the  covenant  of  thy 
servant ;  thou  hast  profaned  his  crown,  by  casting 
it  to  the  ground. 

40.  Thou  hast  broken  down  all  his  hedges ;  thou 
hast  brought  his  strong  holds  to  ruin. 

41.  All  that  pass  by  the  way  spoil  him :  he  is  a 
reproach  to  his  neighbours. 

42.  Thou  hast  set  up  the  right  hand  of  his  ad- 
versaries ;  thou  hast  made  all  his  enemies  to  rejoice. 

43.  Thou  hast  also  turned  the  edge  of  his  sword, 
and  hast  not  made  him  to  stand  in  the  battle. 

44.  Thou  hast  made  his  glory  to  cease,  and  cast 
his  throne  down  to  the  ground. 
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45.  The  days  of  his  youth  hast  thou  shortened : 
thou  hast  covered  him  with  shame. 

46.  How  long,  Lord  t  wilt  thou  hide  thyself  for 
«ever  ?  shall  thy  wrath  burn  like  fire  ? 

47.  Remember  how  short  my  time  is :  wherefore 
hast  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  ? 

48.  What  man  is  he  that  liveth,  and  shall  not  see 
death  ?  shall  he  deliver  his  soul  from  the  hand  of 
the  grave  ?     Selah. 

49.  Lord,  where  are  thy  former  loving-kind- 
nesses, which  thou  swarest  unto  David  in  thy 
truth? 

50.  Remember,  Lord,  the  reproach  of  thy  ser- 
vants ;  how  I  do  bear  in  my  bosom  the  reproach 
of  all  themightjr  people ; 

51.  Wherewith  thine  enemies  have  reproached, 
O  Lord ;  wherewith  they  have  reproached  the  foot- 
steps of  thine  anointed. 

52.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  for  evermore.  Amen, 
•and  Amen. 

"  I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for 
ever :" 

The  concluding  verse  of  the  last  Psalm,  left  our 
great  Head  in  the  pit  of  darkness,  into  which,  on 
■our  account,  he  had  been  cast ;  lower  he  could  not 
go :  deeper  degredation  there  was  not :  greater 
humiliation  than  the  lowest  hell,  underlying  the 
whole  race  of  sinners  was  impossible.  Therefore 
hath  God  declared  his  justice  or  righteousness 
fully  satisfied :  and  now,  from  the  lowest  depths 
of  woe  and  wretchedness,  he  hath  raised  him  to 
the  highest  summit  of  dignity  and  glory ;  "  having 

S'ven  to  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name, 
at  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow, 
9  vol.  n. 
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of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  on  earth,  and 
things  tinder  the  earth,  and  every  tongue  confess 
that  he  is  Lord  (or  supreme  Head  over  all)  to  the 

Slorv  of  God  the  Father."  This  Psalm  opens  with 
le  joy  of  deliverance  from  death,  and  of  his  purpose 
to  smg  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever.  The 
night  of  weeping  is  past,  and  the  dawn  of  an  eter- 
nal day  is  come.  Tnat  joy  is  on  our  uccount ;  he 
has  burst  the  barriers  of  death  and  hell ;  for  us  "  he 
hath  destroyed  death,  and  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death," that  is  the  devil;  for  us  "he  hath  abolished 
death  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light." 
God  is  weH  pleased  with  the  great  sin  offering,  and 
hath  so  signified  in  the  sight  of  angels,  men,  and 
devils,  by  raising  him  from  the  dead,  and  setting 
him  at  his  own  right  hand,  until  the  time  for  the 
redemption  of  the  purchased  possession,  when  he 
will  make  his  enemies  his  footstool;  therefore  he 
saith,  "  I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for 


ever." 


"  With  my  mouth  will  1  make  known  thy  faith- 
fulness to  all  generations." 

These  words  refer  to  the  future,  the  eternal  age, 
when  Christ  as  our  great  High  Priest  shall  sit  upon 
his  throne ;  and  the  nations  shall  flock  to  him  from 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  "  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go 
up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of 
the  God  of  Jacob ;  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways, 
and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths,  for  out  of  Zion  shall 

Jo  forth  the  law.  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
erusalem."  (Isaiah,  2nd  chapter).  He  will  teach 
them  the  ways  of  God,  and  will  make  known  his 
faithfulness ;  thus  "  a  Prophet  shall  the  Lord  our 
God  raise  up  unto  us,  like  unto  Moses ;  him  shall 
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men  hear,"  and  him  shall  men  obey ;  and  this  order 
of  things  will  go  on  to  all  generations  for  ever  and 
ever ;  for  it  is  the  purpose  of  God,  that  mankind 
should  go  on  increasing  in  numbers  for  ever,  under 
a  glorious  dispensation  of  righteousness,  when  there 
shall  be  no  more  curse,  because  there  shall  be  no 
more  sin. 

"  For  I  have  said,  Mercy  shall  be  built  up  for 
ever ;  thy  faithfulness  thou  shalt  establish 
in  the  very  heavens." 

As  Tar  as  the  eastis  distant  from  the  west,  so  far 
apart  were  mercy  and  truth ;  but  Christ,  by  his  obedi- 
ence, hath  brought  into  eternal  harmony  those  attri- 
butes of  God^  and  now  (that  is  from  the  time  that 
He,  the  Most  Holy,  is  anointed  as  King  and  Priest 
on  God's  holy  hill  of  Zion,)  shall  mercy  be  built  up 
for  ever,  for  he  will  then  "  finish  transgression  and 
make  an  end  of  sin,  and  bring  in  everlasting  right- 
eousness," first  with  the  house  of  Israel,  and  after- 
wards with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  "  In  mercy 
shall  the  throne  be  established."  God  delighteth 
in  mercy :  it  shall  flow  as  from  a  fountain  for  ever, 
without  check  or  hindrance:  his  faithfulness  also 
shall  be  established  in  the  very  heavens,  as  it  is 
written,  "  For  ever,  O  Lord,  thy  word  is  settled  in 
heaven;  thy  faithfulness  is  unto  aD  generations, 
(for)  thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abideth." 
<  Psalm  cxix.  89). 

"  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen,  I 
have  sworn  unto  David  my  servant." 

"  Thy  seed  will  I  establish  for  ever,  and  build 
up 'thy  throne  to  all  generations. 


132  HE  SHALL  SIT  ON  DAVIDS  THRONE. 

This  was  the  promise  to  king  David  through 
Nathan  the  prophet :  "  I  will  raise  tip  thy  seed  after 
thee,  and  I  wilt  establish  his  kingdom.  He  shall 
build  me  an  house,  and'I  will  stablish  his  throne  for 
ever.  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  shall  be  my  son ; 
and  I  will  settle  him  in  mine  house,  and  in  my  king- 
dom for  ever ;  and  his  throne  shall  be  established 
for  evermore."  According  to  all  these  words,  and 
according  to  all  this  vision,  so  did  Nathan  speak 
unto  David."  ( 1  Chron.  xvii.  12).  The  apostle  Peter, 
referring  to  tne  resurrection  of  Christy  (predicted 
in  the  Psalms,  "  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in 
hell,  neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see 
corruption.")  "  Let  me,"  said  he,  "  freely  speak 
unto  you  of  the  patriarch  David,  that  he  is  Doth 
dead  and  buried,  and  his  sepulchre  is  with  us  unto 
this  day :  therefore,  being  a  prophet  and  knowing 
that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of 
the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flesh,  he 
would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne  ;  He,  see- 
ing this  before,  spake  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ, 
that  his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell,  neither  did  his 
flesh  see  corruption."  Thus  Christ  was  the  promised 
seed ;  and  it  was  David's  throne  on  which  he  was 
to  sit ;  and  in  order  to  his  sitting  thereon,  he  re- 
quired to  be  raised  from  the  dead.  Thus  did  God 
make  a  covenant  with  his  chosen,  and  swear  unto 
David  his  servant,  u  Thy  seed  will  I  establish  for 
ever,  and  build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations." 
There  are  different  speakers  in  this  Psalm  ;  Christ 
is  the  speaker  in  the  first  two  verses ;  and  the  Fa- 
ther in  the  two  following.  The  congregation  of 
saints  in  the  heavenly  places  then  begin  their  song 
of  praise  and  adoration,  on  to  the  end  of  the  18th 
verse,  when  God  the  Father  speaks  in  vision  to  his 
Holy  One.  on  to  the  end  of  the  37th  verse,  when 
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the  Son  again  becomes  the  speaker,  to  the  end  of  the 
Psalm.  The  Son  opens  the  sacred  colloquy,  giving 
thanks  to  the  Father,  for  his  mercy  in  raising  him 
up  to  be  the  first-born  among  many  brethren.  The 
Father  replies,  by  declaring  this  resurrection  to  be 

Ereparatory  to  bis  setting  him  on  that  throne,  which 
e  had  sworn  to  build  up  unto  all  generations. 

"  And  the  heavens  shall  praise  thy  wonders,  O 
Lord ;  thy  faithfulness  also  (shall  be  prais- 
ed) in  the  congregation  of  the  saints." 

All  the  heavenly  intelligences,  the  elect  angels, 
whose  numbers  are  "  ten  thousand  times  ten  thou- 
sand, and  thousands*  of  thousands,"  all  these  praise 
the  wonders  of  redeeming  love  :  ineffable  joy  filled 
their  minds,  as  the  glorious  plan  was  gradually  un- 
folded to  them;  all  their  host  came  down  from 
their  high  abodes*  to  inaugurate  his  sacred  birth 
in  the  city  of  David ;  and  having  done  so,  returned 
with  exultant  songs  of  adoration  to  him  who  sit- 
teth  upon  the  throne,  saying,  "  Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  goodwill 
toward  men."  Thus  did  the  heavens  praise,  and 
ever  will  praise  his  wonders ;  for  all  the  glories  of 
his  creative  power  are  cast  into  the  shade  by  the 
far  brighter  effulgence  of  redemption.  "  The  con- 
gregation of  the  saints,"  is  the  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first  born,  the  spirits  of  iust  men 
made  perfect ;  all  of  them  assembled  in  the  heavenly 
sanctuary,  "  instantly  serving  God  day  and  night  '* 
perfectly  assured  that  he  who  hath  thus  raised  up 
the  Lord  Jesus,  will  in  due  time  reanimate  their 
dead  bodies,  and  fashion  them  like  unto  his  glorified 
body ;  and  thus  is  Jehovah  praised  for  his  faithful- 
ness, in  the  congregation  of  the  saints. 
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"  For  who  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  unto* 
the  Lordt  who  among  the  sons  of  the 
mighty  can  be  likened  unto  the  Lord?" 

God  has  bestowed  wonderful  faculties  on  his  holy 
intelligences ;  faculties  capable  of  endless  expansion; 
and  yet  who  among  them  all  can  be  compared  unto 
Him  that  made  them  f  each  of  them  as  a  spark  from 
his  great  anvil ;  yet  all  combined,  come  infinitely 
short  of  Him,  whose  intelligence  is  illimitable,  his 
power  unbounded,  and  hb  ways  past  finding  out. 

u  God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  assembly 
of  the  saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence 
of  all  them  that  are  about  him." 

It  often  happens  that  increased  intimacy  with 
each  other  reveals  blots  and  imperfections,  which 
which  were  not  perceived  at  a  more  distant  ac- 
quaintance ;  but  with  God  and  his.  works  it  is  the 
opposite ;  the  more  we  know  of  him,  the  greater 
our  admiration ;  and  this  increasing  acquaintance, 
and  increasing  admiration  will  go  on  for  ever :  an 
admiration  that  will  awe  the  soul,  and  ever  pro- 
duce  that  holy  fear,  which  sweetly  blends  with 
love.  Thus  will  he  be  had  in  reverence  by  all  that 
are  about  him.     "  Holy  and  reverend  is  his  name." 

"  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  Who  is  a  strong  Lord 
like  unto  thee  ?  or  to  thy  faithfulness 
round  about  thee  ?" 

"He  is  wise  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  strength. 
He  removeth  the  mountains,  and  they  know  not ; 
and  overturneth  them  in  his  anger.  He  shaketh 
the  earth  out  of  her  place ;  and  the  pillars  thereof 
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tremble.  He  commandeth  the  sun,  and  it  riseth 
not,  and  sealeth  up  the  stars :  who  alone  spreadeth 
out  the  heavens,  and  treadeth  upon  the  waves  of 
the  sea.  He  tnaketh  Arcturus,  Orion,  and  Pleiades, 
and  the  chambers  of  the  south.  He  doeth  great 
things,  past  finding  out,  and  wonders  without  num- 
ber. (Job  ix.  4,  &c.)  He  is  strong,  "for  in  the 
Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength :"  our  con- 
fidence rests  also  in  his  faithfulness ;  for  "  he  is  faith- 
ful who  hath  promised." 

"  Thou  rulest  the  raging  of  the  sea :  when  the 
waves  thereof  arise,  thou  stillest  them." 

There  is  no  object  in  nature  so  formidable,  and 
so  awful  as  the  sea  in  a  storm.  It  is  then  that  man 
feels  his  helplessness,  his  utter  inability  to  protect 
himself  from  the  gigantic  and  overwhelming  wave ; 
but  He  who  made  it,  can  control  it.  When  veiled 
in  our  nature,  he  stood  upon  the  prow  of  the  little 
ship,  then  it  obeyed  his  voice,  "  He  rebuked  the 
wind  and  said*  unto  the  sea,  Peace,  be  still :  and  the 
wind  ceased,  and  there  was  a  great  calm."  If  all 
the  powers  of  earth  would  combine,  they  could  not 
resist  or  throw  back  a  single  wave  ;  but  the  whole 
ocean  he  holds  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand ;  and  at 
his  pleasure  its  mighty  waves  subside  into  a  calm. 

"Thou  hast  broken  Bahab  in  pieces,  as  one 
that  is  slain." 

"  Thou  didst  divide  the  sea  by  thy  strength : 
thou  brakest  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in  the 
waters.  Thou  brakest  the  heads  of  leviathan  in 
pieces,  and  gavest  him  to  be  meat  to  the  people 
inhabiting  the  wilderness."     (Psahn  lxxiv.  12.) 
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"  Thou  has  scattered  thine  enemies  with  thy* 
strong  arm." 

When  he  comes  to  reign,  then  will  he  scatter  hi& 
enemies,  and  they  shall  be  as  "  chaff  before  the  wind, 
and  as  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind."  "  His. 
right  hand  and  his  noly  arm  will  get  for  him  the- 
victory." 

"  The  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  also  ia thine: 
as  for  the  world  and  the  fulness  thereof, 
thou  hast  founded  them." 

If  not,  whose  are  they  t  Who  can  lay  claim  fo> 
them  but  he  who  made  them,  and  upholds  them 
all  by  the  word  of  his  power  t  There  is  no  right 
in  property  equal  to  his  who  made  it :  men  ac- 
quire right  by  purchase,  and  by  inheritance,  but 
have  soon  to  transmit  their  right  to  others.  God 
is  the  real  owner,  he  gives  it  to  whom  he  wills,, 
and  withdraws  it  again  at  his  pleasure:  men  da 
not  dispute  about  tne  heavens,  for  they  cannot 
appropriate  or  apportion  them  ;  but  each  man  lays 
claim  to  his  little  spot  of  earth,  as  if  it  were  his  by 
absolute  right:  yet  we  are  but  stewards  of  the 
things  entrusted  to  us,  and  as  stewards,  hare  to 
give  an  account. 

"  The  north,  and  the  south,  thou  hast  created 
them." 

All  are  thine :  the  day  is  thine,  the  night  also  is 
thine ;  thou  hast  prepared  the  light  and  the  sun. 
Thou  hast  made  all  the  borders  of  the  earth :  thou 
hast  made  summer  and  winter.  "  They  continue  to 
this  day,  according  to  thine  ordinances,  for  all  are 
thy  servants." 
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"  Tabor  and  Hermon  shall  rejoice  in  thy  name/' 

"  Li  the  morning"  Tabor  and  Hermon  will  rejoice 
in  thy  name.  "The  sun  of  righteousness  will  arise, 
with  healing  beneath  his  wings;"  and  then  shall 
"  Ye,  0  mountains  of  Israel  shoot  forth  your 
branches,  and  yield  your  fruit  to  my  people  of  Is- 
rael ;  and  I  win  cause  men  to  walk  upon  you,  even 
my  people  Israel,  and  they  shall  possess  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  be  their  inheritance." 

"  Thou  hast  almighty  arm ;  strong  is  thy  hand, 
and  high  is  thy  right  hand." 

The  arm  of  God  is  irresistible.  He  could,  if  it  so 
pleased  him,  bring  all  created  beings,  and  things 
inanimate,  back  to  their  original  chaos.  There 
were  more  than  a  million  of  human  beings  in  the 
wilderness  before  Sinai,  when  God  threatened  to 
annihilate  them ;  "  Let  me  alone,  that  I  may  devour 
them  as  in  a  moment,  and  I  will  make  of  thee  a 
nation  greater  and  stronger  than  they."  What 
God  could  do  to  a  million  of  people,  he  could  with 
equal  ease  do  to  all  the  earth.  Men  do  not  fear  him 
because  they  are  willingly  ignorant,  and  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  fight ;  but  that  blindness  increases  their 
guilt,  and  their  danger,  for  that  Almighty  arm  will 
surely  be  lifted  up  for  the  destruction  of  all  who 
go  on  still  in  a  life  of  estrangement  from  him. 

"  Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
thy  throne." 

God  sitteth  on  the  throne  of  his  holiness,  a  throne 
of  grace  and  of  mercy ;  of  justice  also  and  judg- 
ment.   The  Jews  said,  "  The  way  of  the  Lord  is 
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not  equal :"  the  same  unjust  idea  still  rankles  ;  but 
God  will  vindicate  his  own  cause,  and  demonstrate 
to  angels  and  men,  that  "  Justice  and  judgment 
are  the  habitation  of  his  throne. 


a 


Mercy  and  truth  shall  go  before  thy  face." 


"  God  is  merciful  in  pardoning  iniquity,  and  just 
in  requiring  an  adequate  atonement  for  sin.  Christ 
became  inferior  to  the  angels  in  order  to  the  suffer- 
ing of  death,  that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  might 
taste  death  for  every  man.  Now,  "Mercy  and 
truth  go  before  his  face;"  God  delights  in  those 
attributes;  when  thus  blended,  they  reflect  forth 
his  highest  glory. 

"  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
sound.'7 

This  joyful  sound  is  referred'to  by  the  apostle, 
who  says,  "  their  sound  went  into  all  the  earth,  and 
their  words  unto  the  ends  of  the  world."  The  joy- 
ful sound,  is  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel ; 
and  this  is  the  gospel,  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins, 
and  has  therefore  given  to  us  (in  promise)  eternal 
life.  These  are  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
were  to  be  published  or  declared  to  all  people. 
This  is  the  gospel,  which  St.  Paul  preached,  and  of 
which  he  was  not  ashamed,  because  it  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  who  beKeveth. 
He  knows  the  joyful  sound,  who  knows,  that  he  is 
not  in  his  sins,  because  Christ  died  for  them,  and 
purged  them  away ;  and  who  confides  in  God,  for 
that  eternal  life  which  he  has  promised.  This  is 
the  jovful  sound ;  and  blessed  is  the  people  that 
know  it ;  for  they  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of 
death,  and 
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"  They  shall  walk,  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  tby 
countenance." 

The  conscience  of  guilt  hides  the  face  of  God ; 
hut  when  the  conscience  is  disburdened  by  the 
faith  of  Christ's  atoning  sacrifice,  then  the  light  of 
God's  countenance  shines  upon  us.  Our  sins  are 
the  dark  clouds  that  separate  betwen  us  and  our 
God ;  but  when  we  see  sin  put  away,  the  clouds 
vanish,  and  we  can  look  up  to  God,  and  say,  Abba 
Father.  "  We  are  not  in  our  sins."  The  resurrection 
of  Christ  is  the  great  demonstration  of  this  truth. 
The  eye  salve  of  the  soul  is  faith.  We  believe 
that  we  are  washed  in  his  blood ;  our  fears  for  the 
consequences  of  our  sins  vanish  ;  and  the  effect 
produced,  is  not  indifference  about  God,  but  joy  in 
God ;  by  whom  we  have  received  the  atonement. 


a 


In  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day." 


God  is  love ;  this  is  his  name,  and  all  who  know 
the  joyful  sound,  know  God,  and  rejoice  in  his 
name.  When  the  truth  of  the  gospel  is  declared 
unto  us,  and  we  have  received  it,  we  receive  along 
with  it  the  blessed  truth  that  God  is  love.  "  We 
taste  that  the  Lord  is  gracious ;"  our  views  of  God's 
character  undergo  a  revolution ;  our  affections, 
long  estranged,  begin  to  find  him  for  their  centre ; 
and  in  bis  "  name  do  we  rejoice  all  the  day." 

"  In  thy  righteousness  shall  they  be  exalted." 

The  natural  mind  cannot  receive,  and  will  not 
submit  to,  the  righteousness  of  God,  but  goeth 
about  to  establish  its  own  righteousness.  God  hath 
concluded  all  under  sin ;  no  flesh  can  by  the  law 
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be  justified  in  his  sight ;  "but  now  the  righteousness 
of  God  without  the  law  is  manifested,  even  the 
righteousness  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus 
Christ  upon  all,  and  unto  all  them  who  believe/* 
"  God  hath  set  forth  Jesus  Christ  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteous- 
ness for  the  remission  of  sins  past,  through  the  for- 
bearance of  God."  "  Christ  is  (thus)  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one  that  believeth  ;* 
he  is  "  The  Lord  our  Righteousness."  Thus  also 
we  are  accepted  in  the  beloved,  and  are  complete  in 
him.  As  our  sins  were  imputed  to  him,  so  now  is 
his  righteousness  imputed  to  us,  and  we  now  be- 
come the  righteousness  of  God  in  him.  Believing 
this,  we  are  saved.  If  we  keep  in  memory  this 
truth,  we  have  peace  with  God ;  and  we  glory  in 
him,  "  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us,  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption, 
that  according  as  it  is  written,  he  that  glorieth, 
let  him  glory  in  the  Lord." 

"  For  thou  art  the  glory  of  their  strength ;  and 
in  thy  favour  our  horn  shall  be  exalted." 

As  the  planets  revolve  round  the  sun,  and  as  all 
suns  and  systems  revolve  around  the  central  hea- 
vens, the  habitation  of  his  glory,  so  do  all  holy  in- 
telligences glory  in  him  who  is  the  source  of  all 
intelligence,  and  power  and  goodness.  In  him  they 
glory,  and  in  him  they  joy,  and  will  joy  for  ever. 

"  The  Lord  is  our  defence ;  and  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel  is  our  King." 

"  Our  defence  is  of  God,  who  saveth  the  upright 
in  heart ;"  "  he  will  hear  us  from  his  holy  heaven ; 
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with  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand"  he  will 
uphold  ns,  and  be  our  continual  defence  againstjall 
our  adversaries,  and  from  all  dangers.  Christ  is  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel ;  Israel's  King,  and  Israel's  God. 
44  The  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver, 
the  Lord  is  our  King,  he  will  save  us." 

» 

44  Then  thou  spakest  in  vision  to  thine  Holy 
One,  and  saidst — " 

In  the  2nd  Psalm,  the  Father  spake  unto  the  Son, 
and  here  he  is  represented  as  the  speaker,  saying, 

44 1  have  laid  help  on  one  that  is  mighty." 

44  Jehovah's  hand  was  upon  the  man  of  his  right 
hand,  even  the  Son  of  man,  whom  he  made  strong 
for  himaelf."  When  Christ  undertook  to  be  our 
help,  he  was  mighty,  "  for  by  him  were  all  things 
-created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  on  earth, 
whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  princi- 
palities, or  powers :  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
and  for  him,  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by 
him  all  things  eonsist :"  but  he  laid  aside  his  glory, 
and  became  of  no  reputation,  and  "  took  upon  him 
the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men :"  he  became  one  of  the  people ;  with  him 
<Jod  was  well  pleased,  therefore  was  he  chosen  to 
be  a  leader  and  commander  to  the  people. 


u 


I  have  exalted  one  chosen  out  of  the  people." 


God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  hath  appointed 
a  day  (or  set  time)  in  which  he  will  judge  {i.e.  reign 
over)  the  world  in  righteousness,  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained. 
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"  I  have  found  David  (or  ike  Beloved,  as  th* 
name  signifies)  my  servant." 

That  God  is  not  here  speaking  of  his  father, 
king  David,  is  evident ;  for  in  the  27th  verse,  he 
calls  him  "  his  first  born,  higher  than  the  kings  of 
the  earth,"  a  title  wholly  inapplicable  to  David,  or 
any  other,  but  to  him  who  is  "  the  root,  (as  well  as) 
the  offspring  of  David,  the  bright  and  the  morning 
star." 

"  With  my  holy  oil  have  I  anointed  him." 

Christ  was  anointed  as  a  prophet,  when  he  com- 
menced his  public  ministry  :  and  this  anointing  was 
the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  him  in  the 
form  of  a  dove  :  thus  it  is  written,  "  The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  be  hath  anointed  me 
to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,"  &c.  He  was 
anointed  to  be  our  Great  High  Priest,  when  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  he  was  quickened,  as  it  is  written,  "  for 
if  the  Spirit  of  him  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the 
dead  dwell  in  you,  &c.  so  at  his  return,  "  He  shall 
anoint  the  Most  Holy,  to  be  our  King."  (See 
Daniel  ix.  24.)  And  when  thus  anointed,  he  will 
take  possession  of  his  throne,  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords. 

"  With  him  my  hand  shall  be  established." 

The  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of 
his  father  David.  God  had  promised,  with  an  oath, 
that  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne. 
Christ  is  now  raised  up ;  but  as  yet  sits  not  on  the 
throne  of  David,  but  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  the  majesty  in  the  heavens,  where  he 


THE  ENEMY  SHALL  NOT  EXACT  UPON  HIM.      143 

will  continue  to  sit,  until  his  enemies  be  made  his 
foot-stool :  then  he  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  David, 
which  is  also  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  with  him, 
"  my  hand,  saith  God,  shall  be  established.*'  As  we 
have  already  shown,  whenever  this  word  is  used,  it 
signifies  permanency,  durability,  eternity:  he  receives 
from  God  a  kingdom,  which  cannot  be  moved: 
and  his  throne  shall  be  established  for  evermore. 

"  Mine  arm  also  shall  strengthen  him." 

"The  King  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  0  Lord." 
"  The  Lord  will  save  his  anointed  :  he  will  hear  him 
from  his  holy  heaven  :  with  the  saving  strength  of 
his  right  hand."  "  God  shall  be  the  King's  strength: 
he  will  gird  him  with  strength  unto  the  battle,  and 
eubdue  under  him  those  that  rise  up  against  him, 
He  will  also  give  him  the  necks  of  his  enemies,  that 
he  may  destroy  them  that  hate  him. 

"  The  enemy  shall  not  exact  upon  him :  nor  the 
son  of  wickedness  afflict  him. 

These  words  clearly  shew,  that  the  second  co- 
ining of  our  Lord,  and  not  his  first  coming,  is  referred 
to  ;  for  at  his  first  coming,  the  son  of  wickedness 
did  afflict  him,  and  that  without  intermission,  for 
his  life  was  continually  in  his  hand ;  but  when  he 
comes  again,  the  enemy  will  have  no  power  at  all 
against  him. 

"  1  will  beat  down  his  foeB  before  his  face,  and 
plague  them  that  hate  him." 

When  he  cometh,  "  he  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
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Lord,"  and  armed  with  the  power  of  the  Lord  ; 
his  adversaries  shall  flee  before  him,  and  his  ene- 
mies shall  lick  the  dust. 

"  But  my  faithfulness  and  my  mercy  shall  be 
with  him ;  and  in  my  name  shall  his  horn 
be  exalted." 

"  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  ^iven  all 
things  into  his  hand :"  his  faithfulness  and  his  mercy 
will  never  be  withdrawn  from  him ;  and,  forasmuch 
as  the  Son  glorieth  in  the  Father's  name,  in  that 
name  shall  nis  horn  be  exalted :  the  horn  is  the 
emblem  of  power,  thus,  "  All  power  is  given  unto 
me,  in  heayen  and  on  earth." 

"  I  will  set  his  hand  also  in  the  sea,  and  his 
right  hand  in  the  rivers." 

Thus  he  shall  have  "  dominion  from  sea  to  sea* 
and  from  the  rivers  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

"  He  shall  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Father, 
my  God,  and  the  Rock  of  my  salvation." 

"  Go,  tell  my  brethren,  I  ascend  to  my  Father, 
and  your  Father,  to  my  God  and  your  God ;"  and 
again,  "  Could  I  not  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and 
he  shall  presently  give  me  twelve  legions  of  angels ;" 
and  again,  "  I  wiQ  say  unto  God,  my  rock,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?  why  go  I  mourning,  be- 
cause of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy  ?"  and  again, 
"  In  God  is  my  salvation,  and  my  glory ;  the  rock 
of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge  is  in  God."  (Psalm 
lxii.  7). 
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"  I  will  make  him  my  first-born,  higher  than 
the  kings  of  the  earth." 

"  He  is  the  first-born  from  the  dead ;"  "  the  first 
lorn  among  many  brethren ;  but  he  is  higher,  for 
he  is  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth ;  and  his  position  in  the  eternal  kingdom 
will  be  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;"  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name. 


« 


My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  overmore." 


The  Son  hath  said,  "  Mercy  shall  be  built  up  for 
♦ever :"  and  in  another  Psalm,  he  saith,  "  I  am  like 
a  green  olive  tree  in  the  house  of  God ;  I  trust  in 
the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and  ever :"  in  confor- 
mity witn  this  expectation,  God  hath  said,  "  My 
mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  evermore ;"  and  this 
word,  "  evermore,"  signifieth  uninterrupted  and  un- 
ending blessing. 

"  My  covenant  shall  stand  fast  with  him." 

.This  is  Jehovah's  covenant : — "  Lift  up  thine 
-eyes  eastward,  and  westward,  and  northward,  and 
southward,  for  all  the  land  which  thou  seest  to  thee 
will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever."  "  He  saith 
not  unto  seeds  as  of  many,  but  as  of  one ;  and  to 
thv  seed,  which  is  Christ."  United  to  Christ  by 
faith, "  we  are  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according 
to  the  promise." 


"Hie  seed  also  will  I  make  to  continue  for 
ever." 
10  VOL.  n. 
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"Holding  fast  the  confidence,  and  the  rejoicing  of 
the  hope  firm  unto  the  end,"  we  then  become  en- 
feoffed in  the  purchased  possession,  and  shall  con- 
tinue for  «yer  in  union  with  him. 

"  And  his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven." 

"Behold  the  man,  whose  name  is  the  Branclu  he 
«hall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
bear  the  glory,  and  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  his 
throne  :  and  he  shall  be  a  priest  upon  his  throne." 
(Zecariah  vi.  13).  "  And  his  throne  shall  be  as  the 
days  of  heaven."  The  days  of  heaven  have  no 
termination. 

"  If  his  children  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not 

in  my  judgments." 
"  If  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not  my 

commandments."  # 
"  Then  will  I  visit  their  transgression  with  the 

rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  stripes." 

Christ  saith,  "  Behold  I  and  the  children  whom 
God  hath  given  me."  When  they  have  reached 
to  "the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus,"  they  will  then  be  for  ever  esta- 
blished in  holiness ;  but  before  they  have  reached 
thus  far,  they  may  and  do  often  go  aside,  and  come 
short ;  they  wander  as  lost  sheep ;  but  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep  goeth  after  them,  and 
bringeth  them  on  his  shoulders,  rejoicing,  into  the 
fold.  Still,  while  they  wander,  they  grieve  his  holy 
spirit;  and  "for  this  cause,  many  are  weak  and 
sickly  among  them,  and  many  sleep ;"  being  cha&- 
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tened  of  the  Lord,  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
demned with  the  world. 

"  Nevertheless  my  loving-kindness  will  I  not 
utterly  take  from  him,  nor  sufljer  my  faith- 
fulness to  fail." 

*"  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the 
thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips." 

"  Once  have  I  sworn  by  my  holiness,  that  I  will 
not  lie  unto  David." 

•"  His  seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne 
as  the  sun  before  me." 

"  It  shall  be  established  for  ever  as  the  moon, 
and  as  a  faithful  witness  in  heaven." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "  If  ye  can  break  my  cove- 
nant of  the  day,  and  my  covenant  of  the  nignt.  that 
there  should  not  be  day  and  night  in  their  season, 
then  may  also  my  covenant  be  broken  with  David 
my  servant,  that  he  should  not  have  a  son  to  reign 
upon  his  throne."  As  the  host  of  heaven  cannot 
be  numbered,  neither  the  sand  of  the  sea  measured, 
so  will  I  multiply  the  seed  of  David  my  servant." 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "  If  my  covenant  be  not  with 
day  and  night,  and  if  I  have  not  appointed  the  or- 
dinances of  heaven  and  earth,  then  will  I  cast  away 
the  seed  of  Jacob  and  David  my  servant."  (Jer. 
xxxiii.  20j.  Two  negatives  make  a  strong  positive, 
and  are  so  used  here,  for  the  greater  confirmation 
of  the  promise,  and  immutable  purpose  of  God  to 
accomplish  it.  These  days  of  the  "  Son  of  man" 
will  not  begin,  until  his  descent  from  heaven ;  then 
will  commence  an  era  which  will  never  see  a  ter- 
mination. The  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away ; 
but  the  world  to  come  is  without  end :  blessed  are 
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they  who  are  "counted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world, 
-and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead." 

"But  thou  hast  cast  off  and  abhorred,  thou  hast 
been  wroth  with  thine  anointed." 

-"  Thou  hast  made  void  the  covenant  of  thy 
servant ;  thou  hast  profaned  his  crown  by 
casting  it  to  the  ground," 

Because  of  the  iniquity  of  my  people  Israel,  I 
have  cast  off  and  abhorred ;  yea,  and  consumed  . 
them  in  mine  anger :  and  with  thee,  mine  anointed, 
have  I  been  wroth,  on  their  account;  and  have 
made  void  tby  covenant ;  and  "  made  them  to  know 
my  breach  of  promise,"  because  they  believed  not 
my  word,  and  have  not  known  my  ways.  I  have 
even  profaned  thy  crown,  by  casting  it  to  the 
ground.  The  throne  on  which  the  successors  of 
David  sat,  was  always  termed,  the  throne  of  David. 
The  last  legitimate  monarch  who  sat  on  his  throne 
was  Zedekiah,  the  son  of  Josiah ;  and  to  him  the 
Lord  said,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  (xxxi.  25)  "And 
thou  profane  wicked  prince  of  Israel,  whose  day  is 
come,  when  iniquity  shall  have  an  end,  ThuB  saith 
the  Lord  God,  Remove  the  diadem  and  take  off 
the  crown ;  I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it ; 
and  it  shall  be  no  more  until  he  come  whose  right 
it  is ;  and  I  will  give  it  him."  Thus  has  the  crown 
been  profaned  by  being  cast  to  the  ground ;  and  is 
no  more,  nor  will  be,  until  he  come  whose  right  it 
is ;  and  he  shall  wear  it.  and  "  sit  upon  the  throne  in 
truth,  in  the  tabernacle  of  David,  judging  and 
seeking  judgment,  and  hasting  righteousness." 

"  Thou  hast  broken  down  all  his  hedges :  thou 
hast  brought  his   strong  holds  to  ruin." 
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Palestine  is  the  Lord's  Land ;  that  little  spot  in 
the  midst  of  the  earth  which  he  has  chosen,  and 
designated  as  his  own ;  u  but  now  hath  he  broken 
down  all  her  hedges,  so  that  they  who  pass  by  the 
way  do  pluek  her ;  the  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth 
waste  it,  and  the  wild  beast  of  the  field  doth  de- 
vour it :"  the  reason  assigned  is  given  in  Jeremiah, 
(2nd  chapter,)  "I  brought  you  into  a  plentiful 
country,  to  eat  the  fruit  tnereof,  and  the  goodness 
thereof ;  but  when  ye  entered,  ye  defiled  my  land, 
and  made  mine  heritage  an  abomination." 

"  AD  that  pass  by  the  way  spoil  him :  he  is  a 
reproach  to  Lis  nei^hUurs." 

"  Thou  hast  set  up  the  right  hand  of  his  adver- 
saries ;  thou  hast  made  all  his  enemies  to 
rejoice." 

"  Thou  hast  also  turned  the  edge  of  his  sword, 
and  hast  not  made  him  to  stand  in  the  battle." 

a  Thou  hast  made  his  glory  to  cease,  and  cast 
his  throne  down  to  the  ground." 

u  The  days  of  his  youth  hast  thou  shortened  ; 
thou  hast  covered  him  with  shame." 

See  how  the  Lord  Jesus  identifies  himself  with 
his  people  Israel  I  over  whom  especially,  he  is  the 
appointed  Sovereign ;  "for  the  Lord  God  shall  give 
unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David ;  and  he 
shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever;  and  of 
his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end."  Now  they  are 
an  afflicted  people,  "  a  people  scattered  and  peeled, 
whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled  ;"  but  in  all  their 
affliction  he  is  afflicted,  and  their  dishonour  he 
counts  his  own. 

•*  How  long  Lord  ?  wilt  thou  hide  thyself  for 
ever  ?  shall  thy  wrath  burn  like  fire  ? 
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How  long,  0  Lord,  holy  and  true,  wilt  thou  con- 
tinue thine  indignation  against  the  people  whom 
thou  didst  choose  above  all  people  for  thine  own 
inheritance  ?  When  wilt  thou  remember,  and  have 
mercy  on  the  seed  of  Abraham  thy  friend  t  Return, 
O  Lord,  and  let  it  repent  thee  concerning  thy  ser- 
vants. 0  let  the  time  past  be  sufficient  to  have  hid* 
thy  face.  "  Now,  0  Lord,  return,  and  be  as  the  dew 
unto  Israel ;  that  he  may  grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast 
forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon." 

u  Lord,  Where  are  thjr  former  lovingiiiidfc- 
nesses,  which  thou  swarest  in  truth  unto 
David  ?" 

Remember  not  our  sins,  and  our  transgressions ; 
but  according  to  thy  mercy  remember  thou  us  for 
thy  goodness  sake,  0  Lord  :  0  remember  thy  for- 
mer loving-kindnesses,  and  return,  and  cause  thy 
face  to  shine,  and  we  shall  be  saved. 

"  Remember,  Lord,  the  reproach  of  thy  ser- 
vants :  I  do  bear  in  my  bosom  the  re- 
proach of  all  the  mighty  people." 

u  Wherewith  thine  enemies  nave  reproached 
0  Lord ;  wherewith  they  have  reproached 
the  footsteps  of  thine  anointed." 

As  the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  God 
fell  on  him,  so  also  does  he  bear  in  his  bosom  all 
the  reproaches  that  are  wickedly  cast  upon  the- 
people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his  own  inheri- 
tance ;  he  that  toucheth  them  toucheth  the  apple- 
of  his  eye :  though  he  himself  hath  been  greatly 
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displeased  with  them,  and  hath  afflicted  them,  yet 
woe  be  to  them  who  hath  added  to  the  affliction ; 
better  were  it  for  such  that  they  had  never  been 
born.  They  have  stumbled,  not  that  they  should 
fall  (permanently,  but  temporarily,)  that  through 
their  fall  (in  the  meantime)  salvation  might  come 
unto  the  Gentiles.  The  casting  away  of  them,  for 
the  time  being,  has  been  the  reconciling  of  the 
world.  But  God  is  able,  and  will  grafF  them  in 
again  ;  "  for  blindness  in  part  is  happened  unto  Is- 
rael, until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled; 
and  so  shall  all  Israel  be  saved ;  as  it  is  written, 
There  shall  come  to  Zion  the  deliverer,  and  shall 
turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob  ;  for  this  is  mv 
covenant  unto  them,  when  I  shall  take  away  their 
sins.  As  concerning  the  gospel,  they  are  enemies 
for  your  sakes,  but  as  touching  the  election,  they 
are  beloved  for  the  Father's  sake ;  for  the  gifts 
and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance,"  (or 
change).  "  The  strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie,  nor 
repent,  for  he  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  repent." 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  for  evermore,  Amen, 
and  amen." 

God  can  receive  nothing  from  us,  because  all 
belongs  to  him ;  but  he  has  made  us  capable  of 
loving  and  adoring  him,  and  so  expressing  that 
love  and  adoration,  saying,  "  Blessing,  and  honour, 
and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever." 
The  throne  of  David  is  cast  down  to  the  ground 
since  the  days  of  Zedekiah ;  on  the  ground  it  lies, 
and  will  remain  "  until  he  come  whose  right  it  is, 
and  1  will  give  it  him."     In  that  day,  I  will  raise 
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up  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is  fallen,  and  close 
up  the  breaches  thereof ;  and  I  will  raise  up  his 
rains,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  of  old.  And 
I  will  bring  again  the  captivity  of  my  people  Israel ; 
and  they  shall  build  the  waste  cities,  and  inhabit 
them :  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  and  drink 
£he  wine  thereof,  and  they  shaft  make  gardens, 
and  eat  the  fruit  thereof;  and  I  will  plant  them 
upon  their  own  land,  and  they  shall  no  more  be- 
pulled  up  out  of  their  land,  which  I  have  given 
them,  saith  the  Lord  their  God."  (Amos  is.  15)~ 


PSALM    XC. 

1  Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
generations. 

2.  Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or 
ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth  and  the  world, 
evei*  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  thou  art  God. 

3.  Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction ;  and  eayest, 
Return,  ye  children  of  men. 

4.  For  a  thousand  years  in  thy  sight  are  but  as 
yesterday  when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in  the 
night. 

5.  Thou  earnest  them  away  as  with  a  flood; 
they  are  as  a  sleep ;  in  the  morning  they  are  like 
grass  which  groweth  up. 

6.  In  the  morning  it  nourisheth,  and  groweth  up ; 
in  the  evening,  it  is  cut  down,  and  withereth. 

7.  For  we  are  consumed  by  thine  anger,  and  by 
thy  wrath  are  we  troubled. 

8.  Thou  hast  set  our  iniquities  before  thee,  our 
secret  sins  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance. 

9.  For  all  our  days  are  passed  away  in  thy 
wrath ;  we  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is  told. 

10.  The  dayB  of  our  years  are  three  score  years 
and  ten ;  and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be 
fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength  labour  and 
sorrow  jfor  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away. 

11.  Who  knoweth  the  power  of  thine  anger? 
even  according  to  thy  fear,  so  is  thy  wrath. 

12.  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we 
may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

13.  Return,  0  Lord,  how  long?  and  let  it  repent 
thee  concerning  thy  servants. 
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14.  0  satisfy  us  early  with  thy  mercy;  that  we 
may  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  our  days. 

15.  Make  us  glad  according  to  the  days  wherein 
thou  hast  afflicted  us,  and  the  years  wherein  we 
have  seen  evil. 

16.  Let  thy  work,  appear  unto"  thy  servants,  and 
thy  glory  unto  their  children. 

17.  And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  us ;  and  establish  thou  the  work  of  our  hands 
upon  us;  yea,  the  works  of  our  hands  establish 
thou  it. 

'•  Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in 
all  generations." 

Jesus  said  unto  his  Father,  "  Be  thou  my  strong 
habitation,  whereunto  I  may  continually  resort :" 
he  lived  in  God,  and  found  his  home  in  him.  "  As 
the  sparrow  findeth  a  house  for  herself,  and  the 
swallow  a  nest  where  she  may  lay  her  young,  so 
are  thine  altars  unto  me,  0  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King, 
and  my  God  :"  so  with  God's  children  in  all  gene- 
rations ;  God  himself  has  been  their  dwelling  place ; 
to  hitn  they  continually  resort,  just  as  men  do  to 
their  earthly  habitations. 

"  Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or 
ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth,  and 
the  world,  even  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting, thou  art  God." 

t 

God  is  without  beginning  of  days,  and  without 
end  of  life.  To  every  other  being  there  is  a  com- 
mencement. The  angels,  who  are  before  his 
throne,  had  their  existence  long  anterior  to  man, 
and  were  present  on  that  day  when  he  laid  the 
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foundations  of  the  earth ;  then  "  the  morning  stars 
sang  together,  and  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for 
joy ;"  but  there  was  a  period  antecedent  to  that, 
when  they  themselves  came  into  conscious  existence. 
Before  that,  there  was  an  eternal  past,  in  which 
Jehovah  alone  existed,  and  with  him,  the  beloved 
of  his  soul,  who  was  "  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing 
always  before  him,"  even  him  "  whose  goings  forth 
were  of  old  from  everlasting."     God  is  the  ancient 
of  days ;  so  ancient  as  to  have  no  beginning.  "  Such 
knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  us ;  it  is  nigh,  we 
cannot  attain  unto  it :"  in  vain  does  the  mind  go 
back  through  millions  of  years,  in  a  past  eternity, 
for  there  is  no  grasping  of  a  past  which  never 
began  ;  yet  through  this  eternal  past  is  He  "  who  is, 
and  was,  and  is  to  come ;"  "  Who  shall  not  fear 
thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name,  for  thou  only 
art  holy :  for  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship  bo- 
fore  thee." 

"  For  a  thousand  years  in  thy  sight  are  but  as 
yesterday,  when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch 
m  the  night." 

We  can  form  some  idea  of  a  thousand  years,  yet, 
long  as  the  period  appears  to  us,  it  is  but  as  yesterday 
in  the  sight  of  God :  and  the  same  might  oe  said  of 
any  given  number  of  years,  in  the  scale  of  an  eter- 
nity past,  and  an  eternity  to  come.  Ten  thousand 
millions  of  years,  to  that  great  Being,  would  alike 
be  as  yesterday,  when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in 
the  night.  We  do  not  make  use  of  such  long  dates, 
because  short  as  they  are  to  him,  they  are  utterly 
beyond  our  reach  of  thought :  even  angels  are  in 
this  respect  but  of  yesterday,  and  know  (compara- 
tively) nothing.    "  0  that  men  would  fear  God, 
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and  give  glory  to  him,"  "  for  his  greatness  is  tin- 
searcnable,"  "  and  his  thoughts  and  ways  past  all 
finding  out." 

"  Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction." 

By  his  almighty  fiat,  the  whole  race,  through  all 
successive  generations,  return  again  to  their  dust, 
in  conformity  with  the  sentence  pronounced  on 
their  progenitor  Adam, "  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust 
thou  shaft  return."  Where  are  all  the  generations 
which  have  preceded  the  present?  Some  few 
bones  may  remain  for  the  past  two  or  three  gene- 
rations ;  but  all  before,  literally  have  become  dust, 
which  the  wind  scattereth  away;  there  are  no 
traces  of  their  existence.  The  Egyptians  indeed 
made  an  effort,  by  the  process  of  embalming,  to 
preserve  their  individuality;  and  had  them  de- 
posited in  their  great  sarcophagi,  the  pyramids, 
where  thousands  of  mummies  were  found  by  the 
traveller  Belzoni,  who  in  the  darkness  stumbled 
among  them,  and  was  nearly  choked  by  the  crum- 
bling into  dust,  on  the  instant,  of  the  mummies 
upon  which  he  fell.  "By  one  man,  Bin  entered 
into  the  world,  and  deatn  by  sin.  and  so  death 
passed  upon  all  men,"  and  has  been  carried  into 
effect  on  every  succeeding  generation.  Glory  be 
to  God  for  the  second  Adam  ;  "  for  since  by  man 
came  death,  by  man  came  also  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead,  for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive." 

"  And  sayest,  Return  ye  children  of  men." 

"When  he  hideth  his  face,  we  are  troubled ;  when 
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he  taketh  away  our  breath,  we  die,  and  return  to 
our  dust."  Our  times  are  in  his  hand,  not  in  our  own. 
We  are  tenants,  not  on  a  lease,  but  at  will.     If  he 
say,  "Thou  fool,  this  night  shall  thy  soul  be  re- 
quired of  thee,"  who  is  he  that  can  resist  him  f  and 
yet,  alas,  how  many  live  as  if  God  had  no  control 
over  them,  as  if  they  had  their  lives  in  their  own 
keeping,  and  as  if  death  could  not  possibly  reach 
them,  but  through  some  accidental  circumstances, 
or  through  some  inadvertence,  or  inattention  to 
health.     How  many  speak  and  think  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  life  as  if  God  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  and  as  if  it  depended  wholly  on  themselves. 
All  who   thus  think  and  speak,  are  without  the 
knowledge  of  God,  "  having  no  hope,  and  without 
God  in  the  world."     "  Salvation  is  far  from  them  ;" 
they  walk  on  in  darkness,  and  know  not  that  they 
are  approaching  a  precipice,  from  which  they  shall 
plunge  into  an  abyss,  from  whence  they  shall  never 
emerge,  until  the  final  tribunal;  only  to  return  to 
the  second  death,  which  is  the  lake  of  fire.     "  Mark 
the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace."     When  the  summons  comes 
to  him,  he  knows  from  whom  it  comes,  and  says, 
"  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  and  shadow  of 
death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me  :  thy 
rod  and  thv  staff,  they  comfort  me."     God  was  his 
dwelling  place  in  life  ;  he  is  therefore  not  plucked 
away  from  his  dwelling  place,  but  only  departs  to 
where  he  shall  more  fully  enjoy  it ;  "  he  knows  that 
when  his  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  is  dis- 
solved, he  has  a  building  of  God,   an  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens ;"  thither 
shall  his  spirit  ascend,  and  there  remain  until  re- 
united to  his  body  at  the  coming  of  Christ ;  and 
then  to  inherit  the  earth,  according  to  his  promise, 
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which  promise  is  for  all ;  for  God,  who  cannot  lie, 
promised  it  before  the  world  began.  (See  Titus,  1st 
chapter).  Unbelief  alone,  will  exclude  from  pos- 
session. 


u 


Thou  earnest  them  away  as  with  a  flood." 


Like  some  mighty  torrent,  or  terrible  avalanche, 
sweeping  all  before  it ;  so  does  God  turn  men  to  des- 
truction :  he  carries  them  away,  not  all  at  once,  but 
each  one  succeeding  another  very  rapidly,  so  that 
the  short  period  of  thirty  years  sees  a  whole  gene- 
ration swept  off*  the  stage, — "  One  generation 
cometh,  and  another  goeth  away." 

"  They  are  as  a  sleep." 

They  close  their  eyes  like  as  in  sleep,  but  from 
that  sleep  there  is  no  awaking,  and  they  cannot  be 
allowed  to  remain  with  their  sorrowing  friends,  for 
decomposition  speedily  begins,  and  they  must  be 
removed  in  dishonour,  to  a  place  where  their  offen- 
siveness  will  not  molest  the  living.  Thus  Abraham 
bought  a  burying-place  for  the  remains  of  his  once 
beautiful  wife,  that  "  he  might  bury  his  dead  out  of 
his  sight." 

"  In  the  morning  they  are  like   grass  that 

groweth  up :" 
"  In   the  morning  it  flourisheth,  and  groweth 

up :  in  the  evening  it  is  cut  down  and 

withereth." 

Man  passeth  away  as  the  flower  of  the  grass 
"for  the  sun  is  no  sooner  risen  with  a  burning 
heat,  but  it  withereth  the  grass,  and  the  flower 
thereof  falleth,  and  the  grace  of  the  fashion  of  it 
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perisheth :  so  also  shall  man  fade  away."  "  All  the 
world?*  a  stage,  and  all  the  people  actors  :"  one  by 
one  they  disappear,  to  be  succeeded  by  others, 
who  in  like  manner  soon  give  place  to  their  success- 
ors :  truly  the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away, 
but  "  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for 
ever;"  for  although  he  passeth  away,  it  is  only 
as  it  were  for  a  moment :  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord, 
the  earth  will  yield  up  his  dead  body — reanimated 
(in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,)  by  him 
who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life — to  die  no 
more ;  an  immortal,  undying,  undecaying,  body, 
in  ineffable  blessedness  for  ever. 

[Before  proceeding  to  the  7th  verse,  we  now  take 
in  two  verses  from  the  preceding  Psalm,  which, 
where  they  stand,  are  without  connexion,  but  seem 
to  come  into  their  place  and  connexion  here. 

"  Remember  how  short  my  time  is ;  wherefore 
hast  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  ?" 

"  Thou  hast  made  our  days  as  an  handbreadth, 
«nd  our  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee  ;  verily,  every 
man  at  his  best  estate,  is  altogether  vanity."  Alas, 
we  are  as  a  wind  .that  passeth  away,  and  returneth 
not  again.  Why}  are  we  thus  made,  as  it  were,  in 
vain  ?  To  understand  this,  we  must  go  into  the 
sanctuary  of  God  ;  or  take  up,  and  diligently  learn 
from  the  volume  of  the  booK ;  that  like  the  seed 
which  cannot  be  /quickened  except  it  die,  so  must 
we  through  dentin  come  into  everlasting  life.  Thus 
out  of  evil  Godl  will  bring  good.  When  Joseph's 
bloody  coat  wasi  brought  to  Jacob,  the  death  of  his 
beloved  son  appieared  to  him  a  great  calamity ;  he 
was  tempted  to]  distrust  the  gracious  providence  of 
God;  the  mystfeiy  remained  unsolved  for  twenty 
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and  two  years ;  but  when  at  length  the  benignant 
design  of  God  became  manifest,  then  did  Jacob 
bless  the  God  of  his  fathers  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
confessed  that  he  doeth  all  things  well:  so  now 
death  seemeth  not  joyous  but  grievous  ;  but  when 
we  are  raised  again,  to  die  no  more,  then  we  shall 
admire  and  adore  him,  who  cast  us  away  through 
the  first  Adam  for  a  moment,  that  through  the  se- 
cond Adam  he  might  again  receive  us  into  ever- 
lasting habitations. 

"  What  man  is  he  who  liveth  and  shall  not  see 
death  ?  shall  he  deliver  his  life  from  the 
hand  of  the  grave  V9 

"  It  is  appointed  unto  (all)  men  once  to  die,  and 
after  death  the  judgment :"  "  his  breath  goeth  forth, 
he  returneth  to  his  earth,  that  day  his  thoughts 
perish."  Death  is  the  common  terminus  for  all  pas- 
sengers ;  and  all  are  hastening  to  it :  and  there  is 
an  appointed  time  for  all.  As  a  sparrow  falleth 
not  to  the  ground  without  our  heavenly  Father's 
permission,  now  much  less  those  •  who  are  in  his 
sight  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows  ?  Our 
times  are  in  his  hand ;  blessed  a're  they  who  put 
their  trust  in  him,  they  will  not  be  afraid  in  the 
evil  time ;  "  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for 
thou  art  with  me  :  thy  rod  and  thiy  staft  they  com- 
fort me."] 

"  We  are  consumed  by  thine  ainger,  and  by  thy 
wrath  are  we  troubled."   • 

i 

When  a  man  dies,  he  becomes  $in  abomination, 

and  an  object  of  terror  to  the  survivors.     "  Whoso- 
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ever  toucheth  a  dead  body,  shall  be  unclean  until 
the  evening ;  thus  are  we  sown  in  dishonour,  for 
death  is  God's  unmistakeable  denunciation  against 
sin.  The  lifeless  corpse  is  a  silent  witness  to  the 
exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin,  and  a  painful  exhibition 
of  the  stern  displeasure  and  awful  holiness  of  that 
great  Being  who  made  us,  and  at  his  fiat  reconsigns 
us  to  that  nothingness,  out  of  which  we  originated ; 
for  the  lie  which  is  ever  in  man's  mouth,  saying  "  I  am 
something,"  is  here  shewn  to  be  a  He,  for  God  now 
«ays  in  effect,  Thou  art  nothing; « Naked  thou  earnest 
forth  into  the  world,  and  naked  shalt  thou  depart 
out  of  it." 

"  Thou  hast  set  our  iniquities  before  thee ; 
our  secret  sins  in  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance." 

There  is  no  possible  concealment  from  Him  who 
is  hereafter  to  be  our  judge ;  for  how  then  could 
he  judge  the  world  ?  "  all  things  are  naked  and 
open  to  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to 
do."  Nor  can  any  one  incident  or  circumstance 
in  the  life  of  any  of  Adam's  race  pass  out  of  his  re- 
collection. •*  He  will  bring  every  work  into  judg- 
ment, with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  hath  been 
.good,  or  whether  it  hath  been  evil." 


u 


AH  our  days  are  passed  away  in  thy  wrath ; 
we  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is  told." 


"God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day ;"  and 

God  is  angry  with  all,  who  having  set  their  hands 

to  the  plough  look  back.    "  Remember  Lot's  wife," 

she  looked  back  and  was  turned  into  a  pillar  of 

11  vol.  n. 
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salt.  God  is  angry  with  all,  who  in  time  of  temp- 
tation fall  away,  and  hath  said,  "  If  any  man  draw 
back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  pleasure  in  him."  Be- 
cause of  our  many  provocations,  he  brings  many 
sorrows  upon  us,  from  which  we  would  be  exempt, 
were  we  careful  always  to  do  those  things  that 
please  him.  We  sin,  and  pine  away,  because  of  our 
sins ;  for  our  sins  are  the  real  cause  of  our  sorrows ; 
and  thus  our  days  are  passed  away  in  his  wrath ; 
and  we  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  lis  told ;  our 
life  is  cut  off  like  the  extinguishing  of  a  candle. 

"  The  days  of  our  years  are  three-score  years 
and  ten;  and  if  by  reason  of  strength 
they  be  fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength 
labour  and  sorrow :  for  it  is  soon  cut  of£ 
and  we  fly  away." 

In  the  antedeluvian  age,  the  lifetime  of  men  was 
little  short  of  a  thousand  years ;  but  when  iniquities 
prevailed,  and  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of 
men  was  great  upon  the  earth,  he  greatly  abridged 
the  duration  of  numan  life ;  he  said,  "  My  Spirit 
phall  not  always  strive  with  man,  for  that  he  also  is 
flesh  ;  yet  his  days  shall  be  an  hundred  and  twenty 
years."  This  sentence  reduced  the  lifetime  of  men 
to  nearly  one-eighth.     Some  have  supposed  that 

fTeat  physical  changes,  occasioned  by  the  flood, 
ave  produced  this  deterioration  in  "human  life; 
but  if  that  were  so,  Noah  and  his  family,  who  alone 
had  survived  the  deluge,  would  have  died  soon 
after  the  catastrophe ;  whereas  we  find  that  Noah 
who  was  six  hundred  years  when  the  flood  was 
upon  the  earth,  lived  three  hundred  and  fifty  years 
on  this  side  of  it ;  and  Shem,  one  of  his  sons,  lived 
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five  hundred  years  after  he  had  left  the  ark;  from 
which  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  no  physical  reasons 
exist,  why  the  lifetime  of  men  should  not  extend  to 
the  original  length.  The  fiat  of  the  Almighty  alone 
accounts  for  the  great  shortening  of  human  life. 
For  a  few  generations  after  the  deluge,  the  ages  of 
men  averaged  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and 
fifty  years :  gradually  even  that  diminished  period 
dwindled  down  to  the  threescore  years  and  ten, 
the  present  sum  of  human  life ;  "  so  soon  is  it  cut 
off,  and  we  fly  away ;"  but  yet  is  it  of  sufficient 
length  for  the  formation  of  character ;  for  what  a 
man  is  at  seventy,  he  would  continue  to  be,  even  if 
he  lived  to  ten  times  that  period.  The  hoary  head 
is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of 
righteousness;"  but  the  cases  are  few  where  re- 
pentance takes  place  in  advanced  years,  therefore, 

"  Deep  on  thy  coul,  before  its  powers 

Are  yet  by  vice  enslaved, 
Be  thy  Creator's  glorious  Dame 

And  character  engraved." 

"  Who  knoweth  the  power  of  thine  anger  ?"* 

"He  is  slow  to  anger,"  but  if  once  his  wrath  begins 
to  burn,  it  were  better  for  that  man  on  whom  it 
falls,  that  he  had  never  been  born.  To  a  lost  soul 
there  remains  no  hope,  "but  a  certain  fearful  looking 
for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shall 
devour  the  adversaries."  "  Depart  ye  cursed,  into 
everlasting  hell  fire,"  are  words  of  awful  import,  pro- 
ceeding from  his  lips,  who  never  exaggerates,  and 
who  cannot  he.  0  that  men  would  now  (while  it 
is  the  accepted  time)  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold 
upon  the  hope  set  before  them ! 
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"  Even  according  to  thy  fear,  so  is  thy  wrath." 

Terror  may  picture  to  the  mind  very  horrible 
things,  but  not  more  dreadful  than  the  reality  will 
surely  be ;  his  wrath  will  be  equal  to  our  worst  and 
greatest  fears. 

"  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisaom." 

"We  shall  all  appear  before  the  judgment-seat 
of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the  things 
done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done, 
whether  it  be  good  or  evil.  "  Knowing  therefore 
the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men,"  persuade 
them  so  to  number  their  Jays,  (lay  out  and  appro- 

Sriate  their  time)  as  to  apply  their  hearts  to  wis- 
om :  and  where  is  wisdom  to  be  found  ?  In  the 
diligent  study  of  that  book,  which  contains  the 
words  of  eternal  life,  mixed  with  prayer  to  God ; 
as  saith  the  apostle,  "  If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let 
him  ask  of  God  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally  and 
upbraideth  not."  "  My  son,  if  thou  wilt  receive  my 
words,  and  hide  my  commandments  with  thee ;  so 
that  thou  incline  thine  ear  unto  wisdom,  and  apply 
thine  heart  to  understanding ;  yea,  if  thou  cnest 
after  knowledge,  and  liftest  up  thy  voice  for  undeiv 
standing ;  if  thou  seekest  her  as  silver,  and  search- 
est  for  her  as  for  hid  treasures ;  then  shalt  thou 
understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  know- 
ledge of  God."  (Proverbs  ii.  1).  "  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it ;"  put  not  off  till  tomorrow,  for  "  Be- 
hold, now  is  the  accepted  time,  Behold,  now  is  the 
day  of  salvation." 

"  Return,  0  Lord,  how  long  t  let  it  repent  thee 
concerning  thy  servants." 
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By  the  stroke  of  his  Almighty  hand,  all  flesh  is 
prostrated  and  laid  low;  all  return,  and  are  not, 
and  the  place  which  knew  them  (and  to  which  they 
were  so  fondly  attached)  knoweth  them  no  more : 
may  he  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life  come 
and  renew  us  again,  and  raise  us  up  to  glory,  hon- 
our, and  immortality.  "  Return,  0  Lord,"  and  as 
thou  hast  torn,  do  thou  heal  us ;  as  thou  hast  smit- 
ten do  thou  bind  us  up ;  say  to  the  destroying 
angel,  Put  up  thy  sword  into  the  sheath.  Thou 
hast  laid  us  very  low  in  the  dust  of  death ;  0  re- 
vive us  again,  and  bid  the  dry  bones  live.  "  Let  it 
repent  thee  concerning  thy  servants." 

"  0  satisfy  us  early  with  thy  mercy." 

It  is  the  resurrection  that  is  here  desired.  This 
word  "  early"  refers  to  the  morning  of  the  resur- 
rection ;  as  it  is  said,  "  weeping  may  endure  for  a 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning :"  and  again, 
in  the  110th  Psalm,  "  Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in 
the  day  of  thy  power,  (they  shall  possess)  the 
beauties  of  holiness  from  the  womb  (or  earliest 
dawn)  of  the  morning."  He  will  satisfy  them  early 
with  his  mercy ;  "  I  will  be  satisfied  when  I  awake 
in  thy  likeness." 

"That  we  may  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  our 
days." 

When  raised  up  in  his  likeness,  and  our  (formerly) 
vile  bodies  changed,  and  fashioned  like  unto  his 
glorified  body;  when  this  corruptible  has  put  on 
incorruption,  and  this  mortal  is  changed  into  iin- 
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mortality ;  then  shall  we  rejoice  and  be  glad  alljthe 
days  of  an  endless  life :  "  ior  goodness  and  mercy 
shall  follow  us,  and  we  will  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  for  ever." 


« 


Make  us  glad  according  to  the  days  wherein 
thou  hast  afflicted  us,  and  the  years  where- 
in we  have  seen  evil." 


"  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  ye  righteous, 
and  shout  for  joy  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart," 
for  "  as  ye  have  born  the  image  of  the  earthly,  so 
shall  ye  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly."  The 
Lord  will  make  us  glad,  not  for  a  period  corres- 
ponding to  the  days  wherein  he  had  afflicted  us ; 
for  the  days  of  our  affliction  are  but  for  a  moment ; 
but  the  glory  will  be  endless.  We  now  bear  the 
image  of  the  earthly  for  threescore  years  and  ten, 
but  the  image  of  the  heavenly  we  shall  possess  for 
ever  and  ever. 

"  Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  servants,  and 
thv  glory  unto  their  children." 

"  And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  us ;  and  establish  thou  the  work  of 
our  hands  upon  us ;  yea,  the  work  of  our 
hands  establish  thou  it." 

The  great  work  designed  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  is  the  bringing  in  of  his  own  kingdom, 
for  which  we  are  taught  to  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom 
come."  Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  servants. 
Let  that  kingdom  come  for  which  the  saints  de- 
parted pray,  as  it  is  written,  "  Unto  which  our 
twelve  tribes  instantly  serving  God  day  and  night 
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hope  to  come."  It  will  be  the  great  consummation 
and  completion  of  all  that  went  before;  when  "  the 
head  stone  will  be  brought  forth  with  shoutings  of 
grace,  grace  unto  it."  This  is  the  glory  to  be  re- 
vealed at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ.  W  hen  that 
longed  for  day  arrives,,  and  our  vile  bodies  are 
changed  into  glorified  bodies,  then  "  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord  our  God  will  be  upon  us."  The  children  of 
Israel  could  notstedfastiy  behold  the  face  of  Moses, 
for  the  glory  of  his  countenance ;  a  reflected  glory 
from  a  forty  days'  intercourse  with  God ;  so  in  a  far 
greater  degree  will  the  Lord  beautify  his  saints 
with  salvation,  when  they  shall  stand  in  his  courts, 
and  be  pillars  in  his  temple  for  ever  and  ever. 


PSALM    XOI. 

1.  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the- 
Most  High,  shall  abide  under  the.  shadow  of  the 
Almighty. 

2.  I  will  say  of  the  Lord,  He  is  my  refuge,  and' 
my  fortress :  my  God ;  in  hhn  will  I  trust. 

3.  Surely  he  shall  deliver  thee  from  the  snare  oF 
the  fowler,  and  from  the  noisome  pestilence. 

4.  He  shall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  un- 
der his  wings  shalt  thou  trust :  his  truth  shall  be 
thy  shield  and  buckler. 

5.  Thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by 
night ;  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day ; 

6.  Nor  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  dark- 
ness ;  nor  for  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon- 
day. 

7.  A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and  ten  thou- 
sand at  thy  right  hand ;  but  it  shall  not  come  nigh 
thee. 

8.  Only  with  thine  eyes  shalt  thou  behold  and 
see  the  reward  of  the  wicked. 

9.  Because  thou  hast  made  the  Lord  which  is 
my  refuge,  even  the  Most  High,  thy  habitation ; 

10.  There  shall  no  evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall 
any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling. 

11.  For  he  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,, 
to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways. 

12.  They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their  hands,  lest 
thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone* 


HIS  SECRET  IS  WITH  THEM  THAT  FEAR  HIM.    169 

13.  Thou  Bhalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder; 
the  young  lion  and  the  dragon  shalt  thou  trample 
under  feet, 

14.  Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me,  there- 
fore will  I  deliver  him  :  I  will  set  him  on  high,  be- 
cause he  hath  known  my  name. 

15.  He  shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  answer  him : 
I  will  be  with  him  in  trouble ;  1  will  deliver  him 
and  honour  him.* 

16.  With  long  life  will  I  satisfy  him,  and  show 
him  my  salvation. 

"  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High  shall  abide  under  the  shadow 
of  the  Almighty." 

To  have  a  secret  is  to  possess  the  knowledge  of 
something  unknown  to  others ;  thus  "  the  secret  of 
the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,"  they  possess 
the  knowledge  of,  and  are  acquainted  with  impor- 
tant matters,  which  are  hidden  from  other  men.  To 
dwell  in  the  secret  place  of  the-  Most  High  is  to 
dwell  in  God,  and  God  in  us ;  and  this  is  effected 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  proceedeth  from  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son.  The  world  cannot  receive  the 
Holy  Ghost,  "because  it  seeth  him  not,  neither 
knoweth  him ;"  but  such  as  believe  on  the  Son  of 
God,  can  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  they  Bee 
him  not.  "The  wind  bloweth  where  it  Ksteth, 
and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not 
tell  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither  it  goeth ;  so  is 
every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."  1  hey  receive 
him,  for  they  hear  his  voice,  though  they  see  him 
not ;  and  he  dwelleth  in  them,  and  they  in  him ; 
and  as  the  Godhead  is  One  in  three  persons,  the 
presence  of  the  Comforter  is  also  the  presence  of 
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the  Father  and  the  Son.  The  disciples  wondered, 
when  Jesus  told  them  that  in  a  little  while  the 
world  would  see  him  no  more,  but  that  they  would 
see  him ;  and  one  of  them  asked  him,  saying^ 
"  Lord,  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifest  thyself  to 
us,  and  not  unto  the  world  ?  "  Jesus  answered  and 
said  unto  him,  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my 
words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 
When  our  bodies  become  the  temple  of  the  living 
God,  it  is  by  the  actual  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  proceedeth  from,  and  is  one  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  He  takes  up  his  abode  in  us,  and 
abides  in  us,  and  we  in  him.  This  is  in  truth  to 
dwell  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High.  It  is  a 
grand  secret  and  Known  only  to  the  possessor ; 
but  the  fruits  of  this  indwelling  will  be  manifest  in 
the  life;  in  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentle- 
ness, meekness,  goodness,  and  truth,  for  these  are 
the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  There  ought  also  to  be  in 
every  man  thus  "  God  possessed"  a  manifestation  of 
the  Spirit,  as  appears  from  1  Cor.  xii.  7,  (into  which 
we  cannot  enter,)  but  this  accords  with  the  words 
of  the  previous  Psalm,  "  Lord,  thou  hast  been 
our  dwelling-place  in  all  generations,"  and  is  the 
explanation  of  our  Lord's  words,  "  Abide  in  me, 
and  I  in  you ;  as  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of 
itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye, 
except  ye  abide  in  me."  As  truly  as  a  connexion 
exists  between  the  branch  and  the  parent  tree ;  so 
the  union  between  believers  and  Christ  is  a  reality, 
not  a  figure :  if  this  union  continue,  they  will  abide 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty ;  his  everlasting 
arms  will  be  around  and  underneath  them.  As  the 
Israelites  were  under  his  protection  in  their  journey 
through  the  red  sea,  when  he  went  before  them  in 
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a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
so  will  he  guard  and  defend  all  them  in  whom  he 
dwells. 

"  I  will  Bay  of  the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge,  and 
my  fortress ;  my  God,  in  him  will  I  trust." 

Christ  here  testifies  to  men,  of  the  Father,  what 
he  found  him  to  be  to  himself,  "  I  will  say  of  the 
Lord,  he  is  my  refuge :  "  in  the  day  of  my  trouble  I 
sought  the  Lord,"  and  found  in  him  my  strong  ha* 
bitation,  and  secure  dwelling-place.  "  I  cried  unto 
thee.  O  Lord :  I  said,  thou  art  my  refuge,  and  my 
portion  in  the  land  of  the  living."  "  The  Lord  is  my 
rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  Goo, 
my  strength,  in  whom  I  will  trust ;  my  buckler, 
and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  and' my  high  tower." 
The  Psalms  abound  with  similar  expressions  of  his 
entire  devotion  to  God ;  never  weaned  in  testifying 
the  fervour  of  his  love ;  in  Psalm  after  Psalm  pour- 
ing forth  in  sublime  language  the  fervent  outbursts 
of  his  soul's  devotedness.  The  cherubim  around 
the  throne  rest  not  day  and  night,  in  unceasing  as- 
criptions of  praise  to  God ;  but  cherubim  and  sera- 
Ehim,  and  all  the  hosts  of  heaven,  are  left  far  be- 
ind  the  Son  in  the  fervour  of  their  worship ;  "  He 
shall  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God, 
and  the  rock  of  my  salvation."  (Psalm  lxxxix.) 

"  Surely  he  shall  deliver  thee  from  the  snare  of 
the  fowler." 

"He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints;"  the  enemy  in 
vain  will  lay  snares  for  them,  for  out  of  them  all  the 
Lord  will  deliver  them,  even  as  he  delivered  him 
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who  is  the  king-  of  saints,  and  to  whom  these  words 
are  more  peculiarly  addressed ;  although  true  of  all 
who  dwell  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High. 

"  And  from  the  noisome  pestilence." 

The  man  of  God  will  not  flee  from  the  pestilence ; 
neither  will  he  boastingly  place  himself  in  the  midst 
of  where  it  rages;  for  ne  will  remember  that  it  is 
written,  "  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God." 
Nevertheless  he  will  not  be  deterred  where  he  can 
minister  to  the  necessities  of  others ;  for  the  Lord 
God  will  be  to  him  a  sun  and  a  shield.  As  the  des- 
troying angel  passed  by  the  houses  on  which  the 
blood  of  the  sacrifice  was  sprinkled,  so  shall  the  pes- 
tilence touch  no  man  whose  conscience  (by  the 
blood  of  Christ)  is  sprinkled  from  dead  worts,  to 
serve  the  living  and  the  true  God. 

"  He  shall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers." 

Like  as  a  hen  with  her  feathers,  covereth  and 
guardeth  her  chickens,  so  will  God  defend  the 
righteous  man,  and  defending  he  will  deliver  him. 

"  Under  his  wings  shalt  thou  trust." 

As  the  tender  brood  feel  secure  beneath  the 
wings  of  their  mother,  so  do  all  who  have  made 
God  their  refuge  and  strength ;  "  they  will  not  fear 
though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the 
mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea." 
He  that  holdeth  fast  to  Him,  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
and  is  not  moved  away  from  the  hope  of  the 
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promise  of  life,  this  is  the  man  of  whom  it  is  said, 
M  Under  his  wings  shalt  thou  trust." 

"  His  truth  shall  be  thy  shield  and  buckler." 

"  His  word  is  truth ;"  "  and  this  is  his  word,  which 
by  the  gospel  is  preached  unto  us;"  even  the  pro- 
mise of  life  ( which  God  who  cannot  lie  promised 
before  the  world  began)  "  this  is  the  faithful  word ;" 
that  truth  which  becomes  a  shield  and  buckler  to 
all  who  believe ;  "  the  shield  of  faith  wherewith  we 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  enemy."  This  was 
the  shield  possessed  by  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
Abednego,  when  about  to  be  cast  into  a  burning 
fiery  furnace,  "  Our  God,  whom  we  serve,  is  able 
to  deliver  us,  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thy  hand, 
O  King;"  through  faith  they  quenched  the  violence 
of  fire.  The  same  invincible  shield  protected  Daniel 
also,  for  by  it  he  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions :  "  Our 
fathers  trusted  in  thee ;  they  trusted,  and  thou 
'didst  deliver  them ;  they  cried  unto  thee,  and  were 
delivered,  they  trusted  in  thee,  and  were  not  con- 
founded." "His  truth  was  their  shield  and  buckler." 

"  Thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by 
night ;  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by 
day." 

"  Nor  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  dark- 
ness ;  nor  for  the  destruction  that  wasteth 
at  noonday." 

"He  will  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings ;  his  heart  is 
fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord ;"  he  will  not  be  afraid, 
for  the  everlasting  arms  are  around  and  underneath 
him,  to  protect  him  from  the  terror  by  night,  and 
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from  the  arrow,  and  the  deadly  bullet,  that  flieth 
"by  day ;  from  the  pestilence  which  destroys  only 
those  to  whom  it  is  Kent,  and  the  destruction  which 
toucheth  not  any  on  whom  God  hath  placed  his 
mark. 

"A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and  ten 
thousand  at  thy  right  hand ;  but  it  shall 
not  come  nigh  thee." 

In  the  day  of  God's  heavy  displeasure  on  a  guilty 
world,  he  will  send  forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall 
alay  utterly  old  and  young,  both  maids  and  little 
children  and  women,  but  they  shall  not  come  near 
any  man,  upon  whom  is  the  mark :  there  is  an  in- 
visible seal  upon  the  foreheads  of  them  "  that  are 
his,"  by  which  they  are  known  to  the  angels,  and 
other  invisible  agencies,  who,  while  they  are  the 
ministers  of  God's  vengeance  on  the  wicked,  are 
also  his  ministering  spirits  unto  them  who  shall  be 
heirs  of  salvation. 

"  Only  with  thine  eyes  thou  shalt  behold  and 
see  the  reward  of  the  wicked." 

"  The  righteous  shall  rejoice  when  he  seeth  the 
vengeance,  and  shall  wash  his  feet  in  the  blood  of 
the  wicked ;"  "  and  all  men  shall  fear,  and  shall  de- 
clare the  work  of  God :  for  they  shall  wisely  con- 
eider  of  his  doing."  (Psalm  lxiv.  8).  "  When  the 
the  wicked  are  punished  with  everlasting  destruc- 
tion from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
glory  of  his  power,"  such  as  are  saved  shall  say, 
"  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  who  thus  judgeth, 
for  true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments." 
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Because  thou  hast  made  the  Lord  thy  re- 
fuge, even  the  Most  High  thy  habitation." 


These  words  are  spoken  to  Christ,  to  whom  they 
especially  refer ;  and  yet  are  for  all  who  have 
made  God  their  refuge,  and  the  Most  High  their 
habitation. 

*  There  shall  no  evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall 
any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling." 

"  "Who  is  he  that  shall  harm  yon,  if  ye  be  fol- 
lowers of  that  which  is  good  t"  Thus  was  onr 
Lord  protected  though  encompassed  by  enemies, 
until  the  permitted  hour  arrived:  they  had  no 
power  at  all  against  him,  untO  it  was  given  them 
from  above.  "  No  plague  shall  come  nigh  thy 
dwelling :"  it  does  not  proceed  in  its  deadly  course 
by  chance ;  there  is  no  chance  work  with  God ;  all 
is  under  his  immediate  superintendence.  He  di- 
rects the  stars  in  their  courses,  and  the  movements 
of  the  tiniest  insect ;  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all 
numbered,  and  the  most  minute  matters  connected 
with  our  welfare  are  not  overlooked.  <;  He  that  trust- 
eth  in  the  Lord,  mercy  shall  compass  him  about."  If 
disease  do  enter  into  the  house  of  the  righteous, 
"  then  is  he  chastened  of  the  Lord,  that  he  should 
not  be  condemned  with  the  world."  "  Whom  I  love 
I  rebuke  and  chasten ;  be  zealous,  therefore,  and 
repent."  Sometimes  disease  and  temporal  cala- 
mities are  sent,  as  in  the  case  of  Job,  "for  the  trial  of 
our  faith,  which  is  much  more  precious  than  of 
gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
at  the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ." 
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"  He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to 

keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways." 
"  They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their  hands,  lest 

thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone." 

This  remarkable  passage  was  quoted  by  Satan, 
when  he  recommended  the  Lord  to  throw  himself 
down  from  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple :  but  Christ 
said,  "  It  is  written  again,  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God  :"  this  reply  was  also  taken  from  the 
sacred  armoury.  Satan  is  conversant  with  scrip- 
ture ;  he  labours  to  pervert  the  words  of  the  living 
God.  It  is  owing  to  him  that  the  prophetic 
parts  of  scripture  cannot  be  understood,  for  he  has 
taken  away  the  true  doctrine  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  substituted  a  visionary  millenium,  to  be 
followed  by  the  annihilation  of  the  earth.  The 
Book  of  Kevelation  also,  through  his  subtilty,  has 
become  a  sealed  book,  although  a  blessing  is  pro- 
mised "  to  him  that  reads,  and  to  them  that  hear  and 
keep  (in  memory)  those  things  that  are  written 
therein  ;"  in  like  manner,  the  Psalms  have  come  to 
be  regarded  as  referring  to  David,  and  his  afflic- 
tions, instead  of  Christ,  to  whom  only  they  apply : 
relating  either  to  his  sufferings,  or  to  the  glory  of  his 
kingdom.  All  these  errors  originate  with  the  father 
of  lies,  who  first  beguiled  Eve,  through  his  subtilty 
and  has  fatally  succeeded  in  corrupting  men's  minds 
from  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ :  his  powers  are 
all  employed  for  evil :  he  is  the  originator  of  all  the 
perversions  of  scripture  ;  and  by  his  sophistry,  truth 
is  perished  from  the  earth.  "  When  he  speaketh  a 
lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own ;  for  he  is  a  liar,  and 
the  father  of  it."  "  If  the  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to 
them  that  are  lost,  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not> 
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lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is 
the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them." 

"  He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee." 

Angels  are  now  employed  in  niinistering  to  the 
saints  as  they  were  employed  in  ministering  to  the 
King  of  saints,  for  it  is  written,  that  "  Angels  came 
and  ministered  unto  him ;"  and  again, "  An  angel  was 
seen  from  heaven  strengthening  him."  Of  little 
children,  Christ  says,  u  Their  angels  do  always  be- 
hold the  face  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven  :"  and 
this  word  "  their  angels,"  leads  us  to  infer,  that  to 
each  is  assigned  his  awn  particular  angel,  or  bevy  of 
angels.  To  certain  angels  was  given  in  charge  the 
city  of .  Jerusalem,  as  we  learn  from  Ezetriel:  at 
death  they  conduct  the  souls  of  the  departed,  to 
the  place  of  their  rest,  as  it  is  written  of  Lazarus, 
"he  was  carried  by  the  angels  into  Abraham's 
bosom."  "  They  bear  us  up  in  their  hands,  lest  at 
any  time  we  should  dash  our  foot  against  a  stone." 
"  Are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to 
minister  unto  them  who  shall  be  heire  of  salvation." 
They  delight  in  being  thus  engaged,  and  do  not 
think  it  derogatory  to  their  exalted  position,  foras- 
much as  the  Son  of  man,  who  is  also  the  Lord  of 
angels,  "  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to 
minister,  and  to  give  his  Jife  a  ransom  for  many. 

"  Thou  shalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder ; 
the  young  lion  and  the  dragon  shalt  thou 
trample  under  foot." 

This  is  not  figurative  language,  as  many  sup- 
pose, but  is  to  be  understood  in  its  literal  meaning ; 
just  as  those  words  of  our  Lord,  where  he  says, 
12  vol.  n. 
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"  And  these  signs  shaD  follow  them  that  believe ; 
in  my  name  they  shall  cast  out  devils ;  they  shall 
speak  with  new  tongues ;  they  shall  take  up  ser- 
pents ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall 
not  hurt  them  ;  they  shall  laykhands  on  the  sick,  and 
they  shall  recover."  (Mark  xiv.  17)  ;  and  again  "  Be- 
hold I  give  you  power  to  tread  on  serpente  and 
scorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and 
nothing  Bhall  by  any  means  hurt  you ;  notwith- 
standing in  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits  are  sub- 
ject to  you,  but  rather  rejoice,  because  your  names 
are  written  in  heaven."  We  have  an  illustration 
in  the  case  of  St.  Paul,  after  his  shipwreck,  where 
"the  barbarous  people  shewed  him  no  little  kindness; 
for  they  kindled  a  fire  because  of  the  rain  and  the 
cold ;  and  when  Paul  had  gathered  a  bundle  of 
sticks,  and  laid  them  on  the  fire,  there  came  a  viper 
out  of  the  heat,  and  fastened  on  his  hand;  and 
when  the  barbarians  saw  the  venomous  beast  hang 
on  his  hand,  they  said  among  themselves,  No  doubt 
this  man  is  a  murderer,  whom,  though  he  hath  es- 
caped the  sea,  yet  vengeance  suffereth  not  to  live. 
And  he  shook  off  the  beast  into  the  fire,  and  felt  no 
harm ;  howbeit  they  looked  when  he  should  have 
swollen,  or  fallen  down  dead  suddenly ;  but  after 
they  had  looked  a  great  while,  and  saw  no  harm 
come  to  him,  they  changed  their  minds,  and  said 
that  he  was  a  god." 

"  Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me,  there- 
fore will  I  deliver  him." 

In  the  18th  Psalm,  our  Lord  says,  "  I  will  love 
thee,  0  Lord,  my  strength ;"  and  again  in  the 
116th,  "  I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  my 
voice  and  my  supplication."  Therefore  did  God  de- 
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liver  him:  he  delivered  his  soul  from  death;  and 
in  this  deliverance  we  are  included  ;  for  God  the 
Father, "  having  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus,  will  raise 
up  us  also  by  Jesus,"  and  "  present  us  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy." 

"I  will  set  him  on  high,  because  he  hath 
known  my  name." 

Jesus  knew  the  Father's  name ;  as  he  himself 
testified,  saying,  "  As  the  Father  knoweth  me,  so 
know  I  the  Father,  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
sheep."  And  again,  in  Psalm  xxxvi  3,  "  Thy  lov- 
ing^-kindness  is  before  mine  eyes."  He  knew  his 
name ;  was  filled  with  his  love ;  and  constrained 
by  that  love  to  publish  it,  "  I  have  declared  unto 
them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it,  that  the  love 
wherewith  thou  hast  loved  me,  may  be  in  them, 
and  I  in  them."  Therefore  the  Father  hath  set 
him  on  high ;  hath  exalted  him  to  the  highest 
place  in  heaven ;  giving  to  him  "  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  his  name  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  on  earth 
and  things  under  the  earth,  and  every  tongue 
(whether  of  angels  or  men)  confess,  that  he  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

"He  shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  answer 
him :  I  will  be  with  him  in  trouble :  I  will 
deliver  him,  and  honour  him." 

The  whole  fife  of  Jesus  was  one  continued 
call  upon  God :  "  his  eyes  were  ever  towards  the 
Lord ;  and  whatsoever  he  asked  of  God,  he  im- 
mediately received,  because  he  always  did  those 
things  that  please  God:  he  asked,  and  the  blind 
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received  their  sight,  the  deaf  heard,  the  dumb  spake, 
and  the  dead  were  raised  up:  he  looked  up  to 
heaven,  and  five  loaves  and  two  fishes  were  mul- 
tiplied sufficiently  to  supply  many  thousand  mouths, 
and  to  leave  a  large  surplus :  he  prayed,  and  the 
turbulent  ocean  obeyed  his  voice :  he  could  have 
prayed  in  the  hour  of  his  deepest  humiliation,  and 
twelve  legions  of  angels  would  have  been  at  his 
command,  "but  how  then  should  the  scriptures 
have  been  fulfilled,"  and  how  could  we  have  es- 
caped the  damnation  of  hell  f 

"  With  long  life  will  I  satisfy  him,  and  shew 
him  my  salvation." 

God  save  to  him  his  heart's  desire,  and  did  not 
withhold  the  request  of  his  lips ;  he  prevented  him 
with  the  blessings  of  goodness,  and  set  a  crown  of 
pure  gold  upon  his  head :  he  asked  life  of  God,  and 
God  gave  it  to  him,  even  length  of  days  for  ever 
and  ever."  (Psalm  xxi.)  In  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
"his  eyes  failed  for  God's  salvation,  and  for  the 
word  of  his  righteousness ;"  and  this  longing  desire 
was  gratified  speedily,  for  when  he  had  finished  his 
great  work,  by  "  tasting  death  for  every  man,"  he 
arose  a  triumphant  conqueror,  and  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  God  :  and  now  "  doth  the  king  rejoice 
in  thy  strength,  0  God  ;  yea,  in  thy  salvation  doth 
he  exceedingly  rejoice ;"  with  long  life  hast  thou 
satisfied  him,  and  shewn  him  thy  salvation. 


PSALM    XCII. 

1.  It  js  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  and  to  sing  praises  onto  thy  name,  0  Most 
High : 

2.  To  show  forth  thy  loving-kindness  in  the  mor- 
ning, and  thy  faithfulness  every  night,  ' 

3.  Upon  an  instrument  of  ten  strings,  and  upon 
the  psaltery ;  upon  the  harp  with  a  solemn  sound. 

4.  For  thou,  Lord,  hast  made  me  glad  through 
thy  work :  I  will  triumph  in  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

5.  0  Lord,  how  great'  are  thy  works !  and  thy 
thoughts  are  very  deep. 

6.  A  brutish  man  knoweth  not ;  neither  doth  a 
fool  understand  this. 

7.  When  the  wicked  spring'  as  the  grass,  and 
when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  do  flourish ;  it  is 
that  they  shall  be  destroyed  for  ever : 

8.  But  thou,  Lord,  art  most  high  for  evermore. 

9.  For,  lo,  thine  enemies,  0  Lord,  for,  lo,  thine 
enemies,  shall  perish ;  all  the  workers  of  iniquity 
shall  be  scattered. 

10.  But  my  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn 
of  an  unicorn :  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil. 

11.,  Mine  eye  also  shall  see  my  desire  on  mine 
enemies,  and  mine  ears  shall  hear  my  desire  of  the 
wicked  that  rise  up  against  me. 

12.  The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm 
tree ;  he  shall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon. 

13.  Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God. 
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14.  Thev  shall  still  bring  forth  frmt  in  old  age  ; 
they  stall  be  fat  and  flourishing ; 

15.  To  show  that  the  Lord  is  upright :  he  is  my* 
rock,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him. 

u  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  and  to  sing  praises  unto  thy  name, 
0  thou  Most  High.* 

Many  say,  It  is  a  good  thing  to  acquire  riches, 
to  go  to  places  of  amusement,  to  rise  m  position, 
to  obtain  preferments,  to  have  the  friendship  of  the 
great,  to  be  distinguished  among  men  :  all  these 
are  in  the  estimation  of  most  men  good  things,  and 
desirable ;  but  here  we  are  taught  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  give  thankB  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  sing 
praises  unto  his  name.  "Whoso  offereth  praise, 
glorifieth  me :"  thus  to  give  thanks  and  sing'praise* 
is  to  glorify  God ;  and  "  man's  chief  end  is,  to  glorify 
God,  and  to  enjoy  him  for  for  ever." 

"To  shew  forth  thy  loving-kindness  in  the 
morning,  and  thy  faithfulness  every  night." 

"  O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  good- 
ness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  unto  the  children 
of  men  !"  for  his  mercies  are  new  every  morning, 
fresh  every  evening,  and  unremitted  every  moment 
of  our  lives.  Food  and  raiment  are  from  him; 
and  sleep,  by  which  we  are  refreshed  and  renewed : 
again  we  open  our  eyes  on  the  light  of  day,  and 
behold  the  wonders  of  his  creative  power ;  for  the 
earth  is  full  of  his  riches*  Surely  it  is  a  good  thing 
to  shew  forth  his  loving-kindness  in  the  morning, 


I  WILL  TRIUMPH  IN  THE  WORKS  OF  THY  HANDS.  18$ 

and  his  faithfulness  every  night ;  for  he  daily  loadeth 
us  with  his  benefits,  "  he  satisfieth  our  month  with 
good  things,  so  that  our  youth  is  renewed  as  the 
eagles." 

"  Upon  an  instrument  of  ten  strings,  and  upon 
the  psaltery ;  upon  the  harp  with  a  solemn 
sound.'' 

It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  instrumental  music 
is  unacceptable  to  God  in  the  assemblies  of  his 
saints.  Because  that  great  apostacy,  the  church  of 
Rome,  hath  abused  this  high  gift,  and  perverted  it, 
it  does  not  follow  that  harmonious  sounds,  produced 
by  instruments,  should  not  accompany  and  enrich 
the  human  voice.  Music  abounds  in  paradise,  and 
will  abound  in  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteousness. 

"  For  thou,  Lord,  hast  made  me  glad  through 
thy  work ;  I  will  triumph  in  the  works  of 
thy  hands." 

God  rejoiceth  in  his  own  works ;  and  his  intelli- 
gent creatures  should  take  pleasure  in  them  also, 
and,  through  them,  be  lifted  up  to  him,  "  the  former 
and  the  maker  of  all  things :"  thus  we  are  exhorted 
by  him,  who  triumphed  in  the  works  of  God's  hands, 
to  consider  "  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they  grow, 
they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin ;  yet  was  Solo- 
mon in  all  his  glory,  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these." 
O  what  an  array  of  beauty  in  a  single  bouquet  I 
colour,  form,  symmetry,  fragrance,  all  combine  to 
produce  a  thing  of  beauty  far  surpassing  the 
elegance  of  human  design,  in  its  most  expensive 
forms.    If  human  ingenuity  calls  forth  praise,  how 
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much  more  do  the  "  heavens  declare  his  glory,  and 
the  firmament  shew  his  handiwork  1"  God  has- 
made  his  works  to  be  admired;  and  is  pleased  to- 
have  that  admiration  expressed  in  songs  of  praise* 
As  when  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid* 
and  the  corner  stone  thereof;  the  morning  stars- 
sang  together,  and  afl  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for 
joy ;  so  should  we  shout  with  the  voice  of  triumph, 
when  contemplating  the  works  of  his  hands. 

"  0  Lord,  how  great  are  thy  works  !  and  thy 
thoughts  are  very  deep." 

There  is  none  good  but  God :  there  is  none  great 
but  He  :  neither  are  there  any  works  like  unto  his- 
works*  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  above 
measure,  "  sought  out  they  are  of  all  them  that  have 
pleasure  therein." 

"  A  brutish  man  knoweth  not;  neither  doth  a 
fool  understand  this." 

We  are  brutish,  when  beholding  the  works  of  the 
Lord,  we  regard  them  not  as  the  operation  of  his 
hands.  God  gives  rain,  and  fruitful  seasons ;  the 
productions  of  the  earth  bear  continual  witness  to 
nim  ;  yet  "  because  men  regard  not  the  works  of 
the  Lord,  nor  consider  the  operation  of  his  hands, 
he  will  destroy  them,  and  not  build  them  up." 

"When  the  wicked  spring  up  as  the  grass, 
and  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  do 
flourish ;  it  is  that  they  may  be  destroyed 
for  ever." 
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What  a  fearful  sentence  is  this  I  there  is  none 
more  awful;  except  where  it  is  written,  "And  who- 
soever was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life 
was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire."    Here  is  a  solemn 
declaration,  that  the  wicked  are  very  numerous ; 
that  they  spring  up  as  the  grass,  which  is  to  be 
found  on  every  field,  and  spread  over  all  the  earth : 
they  flourish  for  a  moment,  and  then  are  to  be  des- 
troyed for  ever.    Whom  does  God  account  as 
wicked!   for  his  judgment  and  decision  will  fix 
the  eternal  destiny  of  all.     To  learn  this,  we  must 
go  to  the  law  and  testimony,  to  Moses  and  the  Pro- 
phets, to  the  Lord  and  his  apostles.     From  this 
purest  source,  we  learn  that  the  righteous  are  such 
as  have  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteous- 
ness of  God;  who  have  received  "  that  righteousness- 
which  is  of  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness- 
which  is  of  God  by  faith  :"  who  can  say,  "the  Lord 
is  my  righteousness."     This  is  the  white  garment 
which  all  must  wear,  who  appear  at  the  marriage 
supper  of  the  Lamb  ;  all  else  are  tricked,  and  are  con- 
demned :  as  all  the  world  are  guilty,  and  alike  liable 
to  condemnation,  so  none  can  be  saved,  but  those 
to  whom  righteousness  is  imputed  without  works ; 
and  it  is  imputed  to  all  who  believe  that "  Christ  was 
delivered  for  their  offences,  and  was  raised  again 
for  their  justification."  When  we  believe  that  "  God 
hath  made  Christ  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin, 
and  hath  made  us  to  be  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  him,"  we  become  reconciled  to  God,  then  "  we 
joy  in  God,  by  whom  we  have  received  the  atone- 
ment ;"  the  true  God  takes  the  place  of  idols,  even 
his  own  proper  place  in  our  affections.    It  will  thus 
be  seen,  how  such  an  importance  is  given  to  "  faith," 
in  the  scriptures,   and  how  the  salvation  of  all 
hinges  upon  it !  "  He  that  believeth,  shall  be  saved* 


186  THE  WORKERS  OF  INIQUITY  SHALL  BE  SCATTERED 

r 

and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  It  is  a 
new  charge,  a  new  ground  of  condemnation,  viz., 
that  God  hath  by  his  son  removed  every  impedi- 
ment to  our  return,  and  said,  "  Return  unto  me,  for 
I  have  redeemed  you,"  but  we  still  refuse  to  return : 
there  is  therefore  no  remedy  left,  nothing  but  des- 
truction, and  so  it  is  written,  "  Thou  puttest  away 
all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  as  dross ;"  thou  puttest 
them  away,  first  their  separate  spirits  into  the  abysa 
of  darkness,  and  afterwards  their  spirits  and  re- 
animated bodies  into  the  lake  of  fire. 

"  For,  lo,  thine  enemies,  0  Lord,  for,  lo,  thine 
enemies  shall  perish  :  all  the  workers  of 
iniquity  shall  be  scattered/9 

God  counts  as  his  enemies  all  who  do  not  lover 
him ;  "  he  that  loveth  me  not,  keepeth  not  my  say- 
ings/' The  great  test  at  the  final  judgment  will 
be  "love."  Those  on  his  right  hand  demonstrated 
their  love  to  him,  in  that  they  loved  his  bre- 
thren ;  and  their  love  to  them  was  shewn  in  their 
ministering  to  their  necessities :  those  on  his  left 
hand  wanted  the  test,  were  tried  in  the  balances 
of  the  sanctuary,  and  found  wanting ;  and  there- 
fore the  sentence  is,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed, 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels  ;  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me 
no  meat :  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink : 
I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in ;  naked, 
and  ye  clothed  me  not;  sick,  and  in  prison,  and 
ye  visited  me  not :  for  inasmuch  as  ye  did  not  to 
one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  did  it 
not  to  me :  so  these  shall  go  away  into  everlast>- 
ing  punishment :  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal." 
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"  But  my  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  hem 
of  an  unicorn." 

The  horn  is  the  symbol  of  power,  or  strength  ; 
thus  "  all  power  is  given  to  him  in  heaven  and  on 
earth/'  The  unicorn  is  supposed  to  be  the  strongest, 
although  not  the  most  ferocious  of  all  wild  animals ; 
and  thus  the  comparison  u  the  best  which  can  be 
gathered  from  animated  nature.  God  has  invested 
Christ  with  all  authority,  and  with  all  power,  to  do 
whatsoever  he  pleaseth  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the 
world  below. 

"  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil," 

Thus  said  the  Lord  to  Samuel,  "  Fill  thine  horn 
with  oil,  and  go,  I  will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the 
Bethlemite :  for  I  have  provided  me  a  king  among 
his  sons."  "  And  the  Lord  said,  Arise,  anoint  him, 
for  this  is  he.  Then  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil, 
and  anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren ;  and 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  David,  from  that 
day  forward."  CI  Sam.  xvi.  1 — 13.)  The  fresh  oil 
is  the  symbol  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Thus  was  Jesus 
anointed  on  the  day  of  his  baptism,  to  be  "a  prophet, 
mighty  in  deed  and  word,  before  God  and  all  the 
people."  While  he  was  on  earth  he  was  not  a 
priest,  but  now  he  is  "  the  great  high  priest  of  our 
profession,"  and  to  this  end  he  was  anointed ;  being 
quickened  by  the  Spirit,  and  by  the  Spirit  raised 
up  to  appear,  not  in  the  holy  places  made  with 
hands,  but  in  heaven  itself : — there  being  anointed,, 
he  appears  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us.  His 
anointing  as  King  will  not  take  place  until  the 
Lord  God  shall  give  to  him  the  throne  of  his  father 
David,  that  he  may  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
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for  ever :"  for  David  shall  never  want  a  man  to  sit 
on  his  throne  :  it  is  to  this  eventual  glory  to  which 
Christ  aspires,  and  with  regard  to  which  he  here 
affirms  "  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil" 

"Mine  eye  also  shall  see  my  desire  on  mine 
enemies,  and  mine  ears  shall  hear  my  de- 
sire on  the  wicked  that  rise  up-  against 
me." 

Thus  saith  Christ  in  the  139th  Psalm,  "  Surely 
thou  wilt  slay  the  wicked,  0  God :  depart  from  me 
therefore,  ye  bloody  men.  For  they  speak  against 
thee  wickedly,  and  thine  enemies  take  thy  name 
in  vain.  Do  not  I  hate  them,  0  Lord,  that  hate 
thee  ?  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  those  that  rise  up 
against  thee  f  I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred ; 
I  count  them  mine  enemies.  Depart  from  me,  all 
ye  workers  of  iniquity  f  for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the- 
voice  of  my  weeping :  the  Lord  hath  heard  my 
supplication ;  the  Lord  will  receive  my  prayer." 

"  The  righteous'  shall  flourish  like  the  palm 
tree ;  he  shall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Le- 
banon." 

"  Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  shall  nourish  in  the  courts  of  our 
God." 

*t  They  shall  still  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age ; 
they  shall  be  fat  and  flourishing ;" 

"  To  shew  that  the  Lord  is  upright ;  he  is  my 
rock,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in 
him." 

The  righteous  flourish  ;  they  grow  up  in  all  things" 
unto  God;  they  are  erect  as  the  palm  tree,  and 
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have  no  crooked  ways;  all  their  actions  bear  the 
light ;  they  shall  grow  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  like  as  the  cedar  which  grows  on  Leban- 
on, "  their  branches  shall  spread,  and  their  beauty 
shall  be  as  the  olive  tree,  yea,  they  shall  grow  as 
the  vine :  the  scent  thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of 
Lebanon."  They  are  all  plants  of  God's  planting, 
and  shall  never  be  rooted  up  :  they  shall  still  bring 
forth  fruit  in  old  age ;  for  while  their  outward  man 
perisheth,  their  inward  man  will  be  renewed  day 
ty  day,  and  their  hoary  heads  thus  found  in  the ' 
way  of  righteousness,  will  be  to  them  a  crown  of 

glory ;  to  shew  that  the  Lord  is  upright  and  faith- 
il,  in  that  haying  begun  a  good  work  in  them,  he 
will  continue  it  and  perfect  it  in  the  day  of  Christ : 
for  "  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  predes- 
tinate, to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son ; 
moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also 
called,  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  sanctified, 
-and  whom  he  sanctified,  them  he  also  glorified." 


PSALM    XCIII. 

1.  The  Lord  reigneth;  he  is  clothed  with  ma- 
jesty; the  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength,  where- 
with he  hath  girded  himself:  the  world  also  is 
stablished,  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 

2.  Thy  throne  is  established  of  old ;  thou  art  from 
everlasting. 

3.  The  floods  have  lifted  up,  0  Lord,  the  floods 
have  lifted  up  their  voice ;  the  floods  lift  up  their 
waves. 

4.  The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noise 
of  many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of 
the  sea. 

5.  Thy  testimonies  are  very  sure :  holiness  be- 
cometh  thine  house,  0  Lord,  for  ever. 

"  The  Lord  reigneth." 

God  reigns  over  all ;  he  "  rules  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;" 
■and  at  his  pleasure  setteth  up  over  them  the  basest 
of  men.  But  it  is  a  lamentable  error  to  interpret 
this  passage  to  refer  to  that  unseen  government 
whicn  controls  and  overrules  all  the  existing  order 
of  things.  God  now  reigns  invisibly,  for  all  wise 
reasons,  into  which  we  cannot  now  enter.  But  this 
mode  of  government  is  only  for  the  present  intro- 
ductory state.  It  will  for  ever  end  on  that  day, 
when  "  the  God  of  heaven  shall  set  up  a  kingdom 
which  shall  never  be  destroyed ;"  when  there  shall 
be  great  voices  in  heaven,  saying,  "  The  kingdoms 
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of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God, 
and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever."  (See  Rev.  xi.)  Assuredly  it  is  to  this  com- 
ing era,  which  by  anticipation  is  declared  to  be 
already  come,  that  it  is  here  said,  "The  Lord 
reigneth."  It  is  the  one  grand  consummation,  for 
which  all  saints  and  angels  wait  and  long  for,  even 
as  the  watchman  in  the  dark  and  stormy  night 
longs  for  the  morning  dawn.  On  that  day,  the 
great  archangel  will  lift  up  his  hand  to  heaven, 
and  "  swear  by  Him  that  hveth  for  ever  and  ever, 
that  there  shall  be  time  no  longer:"  a  new  and  ever- 
lasting state  of  things  will  then  begin  ;  when  "God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,"  seen  of  men  and  angels,  will 
assume  the  reins  of  government ;  "  in  his  days  shall 
the  righteous  flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace,  so 
long  as  the  moon  endureth," — 1.«.  for  ever. 

"The  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength,  where- 
with he  hath  girded  himself." 

• 

From  everlasting  he  is  girded  with  strength,  and 
needeth  not  to  put  it  on ;  but  it  is  the  day  of  his 
coming  in  great  glory,  that  is  here  referred  to,  even 
"  when  the  Lord  God  will  come,  with  strong  hand, 
and  his  arm  shall  rule  for  him,  when  his  reward  is 
with  him,  and  his  work  before  him."  (Isaiah  xl.  10). 
In  that  day  "he  will  put  on  righteousness  as  a  breast- 
plate, and  an  helmet  of  salvation  upon  his  head, 
and  will  put  on  the  garments  of  vengeance  for 
clothing,  and  be  clad  with  zeal  as  a  cloak,  and  will 
repay  fury  to  his  adversaries  and  recompense  to 
his  enemies."  That  will  be  the  day  on  which  the 
Father  will  make  his  enemies  his  foot-stool ;  when 
he  will  no  longer  sit  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  but 


192  THY  THRONE  IS  ESTABLISHED  OF  OLD. 

will  sit  on  "  the  throne  of  his  glory,"  and  then  shall 
be  fulfilled  the  sentence  which  follows : — 

"  The  world  also  is  stabli&hed,  that  it  cannot 
be  moved." 

"The  world  that  was  before  the  flood,  being  over- 
flowed with  water,  perished."  The  world  that  now 
is,  "  shall  be  utterly  broken  down — shall  be  clean 
dissolved,  shall  be  moved  exceedingly,  shall  reel 
to  and  fro  like  a  drunkard,  and  shall  be  removed 
like  a  cottage ;  for  the  transgression  thereof  shall 
be  heavy  upon  it :  and  it  shall  fall,  and  shall  not 
rise  again."  (Isaiah  xxiv.  19.)  But  of  the  world  to 
come,  fwhereof  we  speak,  saith  the  apostle)  it  shall 
be  established,  that  it  cannot  be  moved.  Therefore 
he  said,  "  We,  receiving  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be 
moved,  let  us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  serve 
God  acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly  fear; 
for  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire :"  then  it  shall  be 
said,  "  Thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and  it 
abidetb."  It  will  abide  for  ever,  a  "  world  without 
end." 


it 


Thy  throne  is  established  of  old." 


It  was  the  purpose  of  God  to  establish  his  throne 
upon  the  earth,  "ere  ever  he  had  formed  the  earth, 
and  the  world."  When  the  apostle  quotes  that 
passage  in  the  45th  Psalm,  "  Thy  throne,  0  God, 
is  for  ever  and  ever ;"  he  declares  it  to  apply  to  the 
world  to  come  :  this  eternal  throne  is  not  yet  set, 
excepting  in  the  purpose  of  God ;  in  which  it  was 
established  of  old :  just  as  Christ  was  the  Lamb 
slain  (in  the  purpose  of  God)  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world.    "  His  purpose  shall  stand,  and  he 
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"will  do  all  his  pleasure;"  "for  the  counsel  of  the  Lord 
standeth  for  ever,  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to 
all  generations."  (Psalm  xxxiii.  11.) 

"  Thou  art  from  everlasting." 

God  is  the  ancient  of  days :  without  begining ; 
-without  end.  The  history  of  angels,  (who  are  the  first 
of  God's  created  intelligences)  may  go  back  for  a 
million  of  years ;  or  it  may  be  for  a  hundred  million ; 
but  what  is  that  to  the  eternal  past,  to  Him  who 
never  knew  a  commencement!  " Eternity  is  the 
lifetime  of  the  Almighty :"  such  was  the  definition  of 
a  deaf  and  dumb  person,  and  no  better  can  be  given 
of  it  by  angels  or  men. 

"  The  floods  have  lifted  up,  0  Lord,  the  floods 
have  lifted  up  their  voice ;  the  floods  lift 
up  their  waves." 

Floods  represent  peoples,  multitudes,  nations,  and 
tongues.  When  Christ  shall  come  to  reign,  it  will 
not  oe  with  consent  of  the  world,  but  with  a  world 
lip  in  arms  against  him.  "  We  will  not  have 
this  man  to  reign  over  us ;"  will  be  even  more  de- 
terminate at  the  end  than  it  has  been  all  throughout. 
The  heathen  shall  rage  in  their  deadly  antipathy : 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  set  themselves,  and 
the  rulers  take  counsel  together  against  the  Lord, 
aud  against  his  anointed,  saying,  "  Let  us  break 
their  bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords 
from  us."  That  is  the  vain  thing  which  they  shall 
imagine.  The  creature  will  openly  set  himself  in  de- 
fiance against  his  Maker,  and  will  vainly  imagine  he 
13  vol.  n. 
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can  dispense  altogether  with  him  and  his  Anointed ; 
and  this  will  not  be  the  infatuation  of  a  few,  but 
of  millions ;  in  fact,  the  whole  world  will  be  up  in 
arms  against  God,  and  against  his  Christ ;  as  is 
expressed  by  these  words :  "  the  floods  have  lifted 
up,  0  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted  up  their  voice ; 
the  floods  lift  up  their  waves." 

*'  The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noise 
of  many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty 
waves  of  the  sea." 

"  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh,  the 
Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision." 

"  Strong  is  his  arm,  his  heart  is  wise, 

Who  can  with  him  contend  ? 
Or  who  that  tries  the  unequal  strife, 

Shall  prosper  in  the  end  ?" 

Be  the  armies  ever  so  well  disciplined,  be  their 
numbers  ever  so  great,  be  the  engines  of  war  ever 
so  destructive,  and  so  combined  as  to  pour  forth 
thousands  of  vollies  at  the  same  instant ;  how  vain, 
when  directed  against  him,  who  "  weighcth  the 
mountains  in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance; 
and  who  taketh  up  the  isles  as  a  very  little  thing :" 
when  the  briers  and  thorns  are  set  against  him  in 
battle  "  he  will  go  through  them,  and  burn  them  up 
together."  "  They  shall  cry,  yea,  roar,  but  the  voice 
of  the  Most  High  shall  far  overpower  their  shouts  ; 
as  the  terrible  thunder,  when  it  is  near,  hushes  to 
silence  the  noise  of  the  multitude. 


"  Thy  testimonies  are  very  sure." 
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The  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is  everlast- 
ing ;  "  give  me  understanding  and  I  shall  live." 
(Psalm  cxix.  144.)  This  is  his  testimony  or  record 
"that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life 
is  in  his  Son."  It  is  his  testimony  to  every  crea- 
ture ;  he  that  believes  it  shall  be  saved,  and  he 
that  believes  it  not  shall  be  condemned.  To  all 
who  do  believe,  it  is  very  sure,  for  "  He  is  faithful 
who  hath  promised." 


Holiness  becometh  thine  house,  0  Lord,  for 
ever." 


As  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord, 
so  without  holiness  no  man  shall  dwell  in  the  courts 
of  his  holiness.  "  Be  ye  therefore  holy,  for  I,  your 
God,  am  holy."  "  I  am  the  Lord,  your  Holy  One, 
the  Creator  of  Israel,  your  King." 


PSALM    XCIV. 

1.  0  Lord  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth ; 
O  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  shew  thy- 
self. 

2.  Lift  up  thyself,  thou  Judge  of  the  earth :  ren- 
der a  reward  to  the  proud. 

3.  Lord,  how  long  shall  the  wicked,  how  long 
shall  the  wicked  triumph  I 

4.  How  long  shall  they  utter  and  speak  hard 
things  ?  and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  boast  them- 
selves ? 

5.  They  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  0  Lord,  and 
afflict  thine  heritage : 

6.  They  slay  the  widow  and  the  stranger,  and 
murder  the  fatherless. 

7.  Yet  thev  say,  The  Lord  shall  not  see,  neither 
shall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it. 

8.  Understand,  ye  brutish  among  the  people: 
and  ye  fools,  when  will  ye  be  wise  ? 

9.  He  that  planted  the  ear  shall  he  not  hear  ?  he 
that  formed  the  eye,  shall  he  not  see  ? 

10.  He  that  chastiseth  the  heathen,  shall  not  he 
correct  ?  he  that  teacheth  man  knowledge,  shall  not 
he  know  f 

11.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  man, 
that  they  are  vanity. 

12.  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chaetenest, 
O  Lord,  and  teachest  him  out  of  thy  law ; 

13.  That  thou  mayest  give  him  rest  from  the 
days  of  adversity,  until  the  pit  be  digged  for  the 
wicked. 
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14.  For  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  his  people, 
neither  will  he  forsake  his  inheritance  : 

15.  But  judgment  shall  return  unto  righteous- 
ness ;  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  shall  follow  it. 

16.  Who  will  rise  up  for  me  against  the  evil- 
doers? or  who  will  stand  up  for  me  against  the 
workers  of  iniquity  I 

17.  Unless  the  Lord  had  been  my  help,  my  soul 
had  almost  dwelt  in  silence. 

18.  When  I  said,  My  foot  slippeth;  thy  mercy, 
O  Lord,  held  me  up. 

19.  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me 
thy  comforts  delight  my  soul. 

20.  Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fellowship 
with  thee,  which  frameth  mischief  by  a  law  ? 

21.  They  gather  themselves  together  against  the 
soul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the  innocent 
blood. 

22.  But  the  Lord  is  my  defence ;  and  my  God 
is  the  rock  of  my  refuge. 

23.  And  he  shall  bring  upon  them  their  own  ini- 
quity, and  shall  cut  them  off  in  their  own  wicked- 
ness ;  yea,  the  Lord  our  God  shall  cut  them  off. 

"  0  Lord  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth ; 
0  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth, 
shew  thyself." 

If  any  man  desires  to  take  vengeance,  he  usurps 
the  prerogative  of  God ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Ven- 
geance is  mine,  I  will  recompense,  saith  the  Lord." 
We  are  all  fellow  servants;  "One  is  our  Master,  even 
Christ ;"  it  is  for  him  to  execute  judgment  and  to 
take  vengeance  on  all  who  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  his  gospel.  In  that  day  he  will  vindicate 
the  righteousness  of  his  judgments,  and  will  de- 
monstrate the  equity  of  his  procedure. 


198   HOW  LONG  SHALL  THE  WICKED  TRIUMPH  ! 


"  Lift  up  thyself,  thou  Judge  of  the  earth ;  ren- 
der a  reward  to  the  proud." 

"  Arise,  0  God ;  judge  the  earth  ;  for  thou  shalt 
inherit  all  nations."  "He  shall  judge  the  people 
righteously,  and  govern  the  nations  upon  eartn." 
"The  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder/9  and 
that  for  ever.  When  he  lifts  up  himself,  and  his 
wrath  begins  to  burn,  he  will  render  a  reward  to 
the  proud.  "  He  looks  on  every  one  that  is  proud, 
and  brings  him  low ;  he  treads  down  the  wicked  in 
their  place,  and  hides  them  in  the  dust  together." 

!'  Lord,  how  long  shall  the  wicked,  how  long 

shall  the  wicked  triumph  ?" 
"  How  long  shall  they  utter  and  speak  hard 

things  1  and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity 

boast  themselves  1" 

How  long,  0  Lord,  holy  and  true,  wilt  thou  en- 
dure the  wicked,  whose  hearts  are  fully  set  in  them 
to  do  evil  I  How  long  shall  iniquity  triumph,  and 
all  the  workers  thereof  boast  themselves  t 

"  They  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Lord, 

and  afflict  thine  heritage. 
"  They  slay  the  widow  and  the  stranger,  and 

murder  the  fatherless." 

"  They  eat  up  thy  people  as  they  eat  bread,  and 
call  not  upon  God ;"  they  afflict  the  just ;  they  set 
their  eyes  privily  against  he  poor :  "every  one  that 
departeth  from  evil  maketh  himself  a  prey."  From 
the  beginning  of  the  world  the  wicked  hath  per- 
secuted the  righteous :  thus  Cain  slew  his  brother 
Abel ;  and  "  wherefore  slew  he  him  ?     Because  his 
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own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brothers'  righteous." 
Light  and  darkness  cannot  dwell  together:  the 
darkness  hateth  the  light,  and  will  not  come  into 
the  light  lest  his  deeds  should  be  reproved* 

"  Yet  they  say,  The  Lord  shall  not  see,  neither 
shall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it" 

They  say, "  The  Lord  seeth  not;"  he  hath  forsaken 
the  earth ;  he  hideth  his  face ;  he  concerneth  not 
himself  with  the  afiairs  of  men :  having  ordained 
fixed  and  immutable  laws  for  the  regulation  of  the 
world,  he  taketh  no  note  of  the  doings  of  men. 
Why  should  he  trouble  himself  with  the  affairs  of 
men,  seeing  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are 
but  as  the  small  dust  in  the  balance,  in  the  scale  of 
his  immense  and  magnificent  creation  ?  The  world 
they  say,  is  but  one  among  millions,  rolling  in  the 
immensity  of  space ;  it  is  but  as  a  leaf  in  the  mighty 
forest,  and  all  its  inhabitants  are  nothing,  and  less 
than  nothing ;  it  is  therefore  inconceivable  that  he 
should  take  cognizance  of  the  multifarious  matters 
connected  with  the  lives  of  each  passing  generation ; 
Jehovah  does  not  see ;  "  the  God  of  Jacob  does  not 
regard ;"  thus  in  the  blindness  of  their  hearts,  do 
men  reason ;  but  what  saith  the  word  of  the  Lord  1 
"  Thou  hast  seen  it,  for  thou  beholdest  mischief  and 
spite,  to  requite  it  with  thy  hand ;  the  poor  com- 
mitteth  himself  to  thee,  thou  art  the  helper  of  the 
fatherless."  "For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the 
sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arise,  saith  the 
Lord,  1  will  set  him  in  safety,  from  him  that  puffeth 
at  him." 

"  Understand  ye  brutish  among  the  people." 


200  ONE  THING  ONLY  IS  NEEDFUL. 

A  mind  long  estranged  from  God  degenerates 
intofebrutishness ;  men  become  like  the  beasts  that 
perish;  "they  regard  not  the  works  of  the  Lord,  nor 
consider  the  operations  of  his  hands. 

"  Ye  fools  when  will  ye  be  wise  1" 

"I  said  unto  the  fools,  Deal  not  foolishly:  and 
to  the  wicked,  Lift  not  up  the  horn,  Lift  not  up 
your  horn  on  high :  speak  not  with  a  stiff  neck."  If 
"  the  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,"  then 
however  high  the  literary  attainments  of  men,  in 
God's  sight  they  are  but  fools,  while  unacquainted 
with  God.  What  greater  folly  than  this,  to  be 
wise  for  this  world,  which  lasts  but  for  the  passing 
hour,  and  to  be  unwise  for  that  world  which  knows 
no  end.  To  such,  God  said,  "  Thou  fool,  this  night 
shall  thy  soul  be  required  of  thee."  "  One  thing 
only  is  needful,"  to  neglect  which  is  to  be  a  fooL 

"  He  that  planted  the  ear,  shall  he  not  hear  f 

The  construction  of  the  ear,  for  the  conveyance 
of  sound  to  the  brain,  is  a  manifest  proof  of  the  won- 
derful wisdom  of  God,  and  surely  demonstrates  his 
ability  to  hear.  As  we  are  God's  workmanship,  is 
it  conceivable  that  he  himself  should  not  possess 
those  faculties  which  he  has  bestowed  on  his  crea- 
tures? To  be  in  doubt  whether  God  can  hear  us, 
while  conscious  that  this  wonderful  faculty  is  com- 
municated from  Him  to  us,  is  both  folly  and 
wickedness  I  but  as  none  are  so  blind  as  those  who 
will  not  see,  so  are  none  so  deaf  as  those  who  will 
not  hear ! 

"  He  that  formed  the  eye,  shall  he  not  see  V9 
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The  delicate  and  wonderful  organization  of  the 
eye  is  also  an  amazing  manifestation  of  the  mar- 
vellous skill  of  God.  The  ability  to  have  formed 
such  an  organ,  and  adapt  it  to  receive  the  light, 
indicates  a  wisdom  as  far  above  ours,  as  the  hea- 
vens are  high  above  the  earth.  How  then  should 
we  doubt  of  his  ability  to  see  !  God  himself  declares, 
that  there  is  nothing  spoken  which  he  does  not 
hear,  and  nothing  done  which  he  does  not  see; 
that  "  all  things  are  naked  and  open  to  his  view  :" 
and  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration,  he  has  given 
manifest  proof  in  all  ages. 

M  He  that  chastiseth  the  heathen,  shall  not  he 
correct  !  he  that  teacheth  man  knowledge, 
shall  not  he  know!" 

Look  back  into  the  history  of  the  past,  and  behold 
the  equity  of  God's  administration,  and  the  righte- 
ousness of  his  judgments,  and  from  thence  infer  his 
power  to  correct ;  yea,  "  to  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good  or  evil/'  If  God  also  has  communicated  know- 
ledge to  the  human  mind,  and  so  adapted  it  as  to 
be  capable  of  endless  progression,  is  it  conceivable 
that  there  should  be  any  deficency  or  imperfection 
in  his  intellectual  powers!  The  scripture  testifies 
that  he  knows  all  things :  he  is  omniscient,  omni- 
potent, and  omnipresent.  The  fear  of  God  is  based 
upon  the  faith  of  those  divine  attributes,  when 
superadded  to  the  knowledge  of  his  divine  nature,  which 
is  love. 

"  The  Lord  koweth  the  thoughts  of  man,  that 
they  are  vanity." 


202   BLESSED  ARE  THEY  WHOM  HE  CHASTENS. 

He  understands  our  thoughts  afar  off.  He  sees 
how  frivolous  and  insignificant  they  all  are,  and 
how  unworthy  of  the  high  calling  to  which  he  hath 
called  us.  Most  men's  thoughts  could  not  be  better 
expressed  than  by  this  word  vanity.  They  tend 
to  no  beneficial  end :  God  looks  into  the  human 
breast,  but  sees  nothing  there  in  which  his  soul  can 
take  pleasure :  all  is  vanity. 

"  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chastenest, 
and  teachest  him  out  of  thy  law." 

"Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth."  All  per- 
secution for  righteousness*  sake  is  designed  for  dis- 
cipline in  the  school  of  Christ.  Thus  we  are  to 
glory  in  tribulations,  because  "tribulations  work 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience 
nope,  and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed ;  because  the 
love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  is  given  to  us ;"  but  there  are 
other  ways  of  chastening — (as  in  the  case  of  Job) 
— where  for  the  trial  of  our  faith,  he  chastens,  by 
crosses,  disappointments,  adversities,  and  such  like, 
in  which  he  tries  us,  as  gold  in  the  furnace,  or  as 
silver  in  the  fining  pot,  that  he  may  perfect  in  us 
all  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will,  and  make  us  "meet 
for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light." 

That  thou  mayest  give  them  rest  after  the 
days  of  adversity,  when  the  pit  is  digged 
for  the  wicked." 

The  rest  which  remains  for  the  people  of  God  is 
to  come :  here  all  is  warfare,  in  which  we  are  re- 
quired to  be  good  soldiers  of  Christ,  "  fighting  the 
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good  fight  of  faith,"  having  constantly  on  the  whole 
armour  of.  God  ;  ever  looking  up  to  the  great 
Captain  of  our  salvation,  and  hearing  his  words, 
*'  He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things,  and  I 
will  be  his  God,  aud  he  shall  be  my  son."  When 
the  pit  will  have  been  dug  for  the  wicked,  they 
shall  no  more  mix  with  the  righteous,  for  the  har- 
vest being  come,  the  tares  shall  be  burned  with 
unquenchable  fire,  but  the  wheat  will  be  gathered 
into  his  barn. 

"  For  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  his  people, 
neither  will  he  forsake  his  inheritance," 

The  Lord's  people  are  they  who  love  him,  and 
keep  his  commandments.  "  If  a  man  love  me.  he 
will  keep  my  commandments;"  "he  that  loveth 
me  not,  keepeth  not  my  sayings f  "he  that  loveth 
not*  knoweth  not  God;  for  God  is  love."  The 
people  who  love  God,  know  God ;  they  are  his 
people,  and  will  be  his  in  the  day  when  he  comes 
to  make  up  his  jewels.  He  will  not  cast  off  his 
people ;  "  he  will  never  leave  them,  nor  forsake 
them,  so  that  they  can  boldly  say,  The  Lord  ia 
my  helper,  1  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto 


me#" 


"  But  judgment  shall  return  to  righteousness : 
and  all  the  upright  in  heart  shall  follow  it." 

When  the  King  cometh,  it  is  to  judgment ;  he 
shall  judge  the  quick  at  his  appearing;  and  the 
dead  during  his  kingdom.  Then  the  reign  of 
righteousness  will  begin ;  and  to  this  reign  do  all 
his  saints  look  forward  with  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory. 


204     CHRIST  WAS  A  STRANGER  IN  THE  EARTH. 

"Who  will  rise  up  for  me  against  the  evil- 
doers ?  Who  will  stand  up  for  me  against 
the  workers  of  iniquity  ?" 

When  our  Lord  was  upon  the  earth  he  found 
none  that  could  enter  into  his  mind»  or  truly  sym- 
pathize with  him.  When  he  beheld  the  trans- 
g-essors,  and  was  grieved  because  they  kept  not 
od's  word,  there  was  no  man  to  share  with  him 
in  his  grief.  When  rivers  of  waters  run  down  his 
eyes  because  men  kept  not  his  Father's  law  ;  not 
any  were  found  to  mingle  their  tears  with  his. 
When  he  saw  his  Father  s  house  dishonoured,  and 
turned  into  a  house  of  merchandize,  which  should 
have  been  the  house  of  prayer  for  all  living,  he  could 
no  longer  restrain  the  strong  expression  of  his  dis- 
pleasure, as  it  is  written,  "  The  zeal  of  thine  house 
nath  eaten  me  up :"  but  so  far  were  any  of  his 
disciples  from  being  actuated  by  the  same  zeal; 
they  looked  on  with  wonder  at  the  action,  and 
could  see  no  reason  for  the  fervour  of  that  zeal, 
which  burned  in  his  soul.  None  were  disposed  to 
rise  up  for  him  against  the  evil  doers,  or  to  stand 
up  for  him  against  the  workers  of  iniquity. 

"  Unless  the  Lord  had  been  my  help,  my  soul 
had  almost  dwelt  in  silence." 

Truly  he  was  alone,  a  stranger  in  the  earth ; 
even  his  mother  and  his  brethren  thought  he  was 
beside  himself;  that  he  was  going  to  extremes; 
that  he  was  drawing  on  his  own  head  unnecessarily, 
the  bitter  animosity  of  the  rulers  and  heads  of  the 
people.  There  was  no  kindred  soul,  to  whom  he 
could  unburden  the  weight  of  his  grief;  he  was  a 
solitary  man,  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted 
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with  grief,  which  none  shared  in.  Unless  the  Lord 
had  been  his  help,  his  soul  had  almost  dwelt  in 
silence. 


"  When  I  said,  My  foot  slippeth ;  thy  mercy, 
O  Lord,  held  me  up." 

God  who  "  delivered  his  soul  from  death,  delivered 
also  his  eyes  from  tears,  and  his  feet  from  falling ;" 
"  he  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications  unto  him 
that  was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  was 
heard  in  that  he  feared."  Christ  endured  the  con- 
tradiction of  sinners  against  himself;  he  passed 
through  a  sea  of  suffering,  of  temptation,  ana  trial ; 
and  his  feet  would  have  slipped,  if  the  mercy  of 
God  had  not  held  him  up  ;  but  God  "  held  up  his 
goings,  that  his  footsteps  did  not  slide :  thus  he  pre- 
sented his  soul  without  spot,  unto  God. 

"  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me, 
thy  comforts  delight  my  sou]." 

It  was  the  hope  of  salvation  that  comforted  Christ ; 
and  that  hope  founded  on  the  word  of  promise, 
"  To  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever." 
"  Mine  eyes,"  said  Christ,  "  fail  for  thy  word,  saying, 
When  wilt  thou  comfort  me?"  and  again,  "Re- 
member the  word  unto  thy  servant,  upon  which 
thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope ;  this  is  my  comfort  in 
my  affliction ;  for  thy  word  hath  quickened  me." 
Upon  this  word  of  promise  Christ  lived,  even  God's 
salvation ;  "  Let  thy  mercies  come  also  unto  me,  O 
Lord,  even  thy  salvation,  according  to  thy  word." 
(t.6.  of  promise) :  these  were  the  comforts  of  God, 
which  delighted  the  soul  of  Christ,  and  upheld  him 


206      GOD  IS  THE  ROCK  OF  MY  REFUGE. 

in  the  midst  of  his  fiery  trial :  the  same  comforts 
will  sustain  us,  and  bring  us  to  u  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 

"  Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fellowship 

with  thee,  which  frameth  mischief  by  a 

law?" 
"  They  gather  themselves  together  against  the 

life  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the 

innocent  blood/' 

Referring  to  his  trial  before  the  Jewish  Sanhe- 
drim, and  before  Pilate,  their  throne  or  tribunal  for 
judgment  was  one  of  iniquity,  with  which  God 
could  have  no  fellowship  or  participation  ;  they 
framed  mischief  by  a  law ;  they  sought  the  aid  of 
false  witnesses,  to  give  an  appearance  of  justice  in 
condemning  him  ;  they  condemned  him  on  his  own 
affirmation,  that  he  was  the  Christ  of  God,  the 
Messiah  that  should  come  into  the  world:  they 
knew  him  not;  for  had  they  known  him,  "they 
would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory ;"  yet 
were  they  willingly  ignorant,  for  the  works  which 
he  did  in  the  Father's  name,  they  bare  witness  that 
the  Father  had  sent  him  :  they  knew  him  not,  for 
the  God  of  this  world  had  blinded  their  minds,  and 
hardened  their  hearts ;  and  so  thev  gathered  them- 
selves together  against  the  life  of  the  righteous  One, 
and  did  condemn  the  innocent  blood. 


"  But  the  Lord  is  my  defence ;  and  my 
the  rock  of  my  refuge." 


God  is 


The  Lord  Jehovah  was  his  defence  and  shield  ; 
and  his  God  was  the  rock  of  his  refuge.  As  the 
shipwrecked  mariner,  conflicting  with  the  waves, 
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labours  to  reach  the  rock  ot  safety,  so  is  God  a 
rock  of  refuge  to  all  who  trust  in  him.  "  Our  fathers 
trusted  in  him,  and  were  delivered ;  they  cried  unto 
him,  and  were  delivered ;  they  trusted  in  him,  and 
were  not  confounded.'* 

"  And  he  shall  bring  upon  them  their  own  ini- 
quity, and  shall  cut  them  off  in  their  own 
wickedness ;  yea,  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
cut  them  off." 

Jesus  on  the  cross  interceded  for  his  murderers, 
saving,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do."  There  is  a  time  for  intercession, 
and  a  time  when  intercession  shall  cease ;  as  is 
shewn  by  the  parable  of  the  fig-tree,  which  the 
dresser  of  the  vineyard  was  commanded  to  cut 
down ;  he  interceded  that  the  tree  might  be  spared 
for  one  year,  until  he  should  dig  about  it,  and  dung 
it ;  and  then  "  if  it  bear  fruit,  well ;  if  not,  then 
after  that,  thou  shalt  cut  it  down."  Intercession 
ceases  after  a  time,  and  is  followed  by  imprecation 
for  doom  :  for  "  God  will  wound  the  hairy  scalp  of 
such  an  one  as  goeth  on  still  in  his  trespasses."  They 
condemned  the  innocent  blood,  and  said,  "  his 
blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our  children  ;"  and  on  them 
and  their  children  it  came ;  "  the  wrath  came  upon 
them  to  the  uttermost :"  for  God  brought  upon  them 
their  own  iniquity,  and  did  cut  them  off  in  their 
own  wickedness.  "  So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish, 
O  Lord,  and  let  them  that  hate  thee  be  as  the  fat 
of  lambs ;  into  smoke  let  them  consume  away," 
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1.  0  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord;  let  us 
make  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Rock  of  our  salvation. 

2.  Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanks- 
giving, and  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him  with 
psalms. 

3.  For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great 
King  above  all  gods. 

4.  In  his  hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth ; 
the  strength  of  the  hills  is  his  also. 

5.  The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it ;  and  his  hands 
formed  the  dry  land. 

6.  0  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down ;  let 
us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker. 

7^  For  he  is  our  God ;  and  we  are  the  people  of 
his  pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand.  To-day  if 
ye  will  hear  his  voice, 

8.  Harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provocation, 
and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wilderness : 

9.  When  your  fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me, 
and  saw  my  work. 

10.  Forty  years  long  was  I  grieved  with  this 
generation,  and  said,  It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in 
their  heart,  and  they  have  not  known  my  ways : 

11.  Unto  whom  I  sware  in  my  wrath,  that  they 
should  not  enter  into  my  rest. 


<« 


0  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord ;  let  us 
make  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Bock  of  our 
salvation." 
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In  this  and  in  the  following  six  Psalms,  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  supposed  to  be  come  ;  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  five  last  verses  of  the  present  Psalm, 
in  which,  by  one  of  those  sudden  turns,  which  are 
not  unfrequent  in  the  Psalms,  we  are  again  recalled 
to  the  present  state  of  probation.  "  If  to-day  we 
will  hear  his  voice  :")  with  this  exception,  we  are 
now  supposed  to  be  in  the  realization  of  the  reign 
of  glory.  God,  to  whom  the  future  is  present, 
speaks  of  it  as  present,  and  would  have  us  by  faith 
to  realize  it  also  ;  for,  "  faith  is  the  substance  of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen." 
By  faith  our  father  Abraham,  rejoiced  to  see 
Christ's  day,  (the  coming  day  of  his  glory,)  and  he 
saw  it  and  was  glad."  It  was  pictured  out  before 
his  mind's  eye — a  blessed  reality ;  and  thus  are  all 
God's  children  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham.  It  will 
be  a  joyful  day,  when  the  Lamb  shall  stand  on  the 
Mount  Zion,  surrounded  by  his  hundred  and  forty 
and  four  thousand — (the  nucleus  of  a  holy  race.) 
They  have  come  (from  their  retreat)  "unto  Zion, 
with  songs,  and  with  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
heads :"  and  now  in  the  presence  of  their  mani- 
fested God,  they  say, "  0  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the 
Lord :  let  us  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Rock  of 
our  salvation." 

<#  Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanks- 
giving, and  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him 
with  psalms." 

When  "  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  revealed,  all 
flesh  shall  see  him  together  ;"  "  then  shall  be  the 
times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  :" 
"  and  many  people  shall  go  and  say,  Come  ye,  and 
let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
14  vol.  n. 
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house  of  the  God  of  Jacob ;  and  he  will  teach  us 
of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths."  Come 
ye,  and  let  us  draw  near  into  his  presence  with 
thanksgiving,  and  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him 
with  psalms ;  for  he  is  our  God ;  "  we  have  waited 
for  him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  salva- 
tion :"  "  joy  and  gladness  will  be  found  therein, 
thanksgiving,  and  the  voice  of  melody." 

"  For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great 
King  above  all  gods." 

He  who  walked  among  men,  in  great  humility ; 
whom  they  looked  upon,  whom  they  handled, 
whom  the  multitude  thronged  and  pressed ;  who 
was  followed  and  surrounded  by  great  ^crowds ; 
who  sat  and  did  eat  with  them  in  their  houses,  and 
went  about  doing  good,  and  "  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil;"  that  meek  and  lowly  man, 
'•who  did  not  strive  nor  cry,  nor  cause  his  voice  to 
be  heard  in  the  streets,"  was  none  other  than  the 
Most  High — the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,  "  whose  go- 
ings forth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlasting."  Few 
recognized  him  in  his  true  character:  he  went 
about  incognito  :  his  name  was  u  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
the  prophet  of  Galilee  :"  but  when  he  returns  the 
second  time,  as  the  salvation  of  Israel,  all  will  be- 
hold in  him  their  God:  not  God  by  proxy;  not 
God  in  the  person  of  his  ambassador ;  hut  himself 9 
the  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to 
come.  To  behold  his  face  in  righteousness,  will 
fill  all  worshippers  with  ineffable  joy.  They  shall 
see,  and  adore  him,  and  shall  say,  "  The  Lord  is  a 
great  God,  and  a  great  King,  above  all  gods." 

"  In  his  hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth." 
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The  deep  places,  are  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ; 
that  vast  cavity  which  lies  beneath  the  surface,  be- 
tween the  antipodes :  they  are  in  his  hand,  and  are 
open  to  his  sight ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Hell  and  des- 
truction are  before  the  Lord ;  how  much  more  the 
hearts  of  the  children  of  men." 


u 


The  strength  of  the  hills  is  his  also." 


At  his  presence  the  earth  shall  tremble.  "He 
removeth  the  mountains,  and  they  know  not." 

"  The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it." 

The  gathering  together  of  the  waters,  God  called 
seas:  and  what  a  gathering  1  covering  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  earth ;  and  would  soon  cover  the  re- 
maining third,  but  for  the  restraining  hand  of  God, 
"  who  shut  up  the  sea  with  doors,  when  it  brake 
forth,  as  if  it  nad  issued  out  of  the  womb :  when 
he  made  the  cloud  the  garment  thereof,  and  thick 
darkness  a  swaddling  band  for  it ;  and  brake  up 
for  it  his  decreed  place,  and  set  bars  and  doors,  and 
said,  Hitherto  shaft  thou  come,  but  no  farther ;  and 
here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed." 


u 


And  his  hands  formed  the  dry  land." 


We  live  upon  its  surface  ;  a  vast  moving  body, 
revolving  round  its  own  axis  daily,  while  traversing 
its  pathless  course  around  the  sun:  "  it  bringeth  forth 
fruit  of  itself,"  and  sustains  the  millions  that  dwell 
upon  it.  Its  maker  and  former  is  He  who  sits  upon 
its  circler  before  whom  all  its  inhabitants  are  as 
grasshoppers ;  whose  greatness  is  unsearchable. 
"  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made 
by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not." 
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"  0  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down  :  let 

us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker." 
"  For  he  is  our  God." 

He  shall  not  be  unknown  when  he  comes  again ; 
he  will  appear  in  our  nature,  as  when  he  appeared 
on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  when  "  his  face 
did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  was  bright 
and  glistering  and  white  as  the  light."  Every  eye 
shall  pee  him  ;  and  every  ear  shall  hear  his  voice. 
The  nations  of  them  that  are  saved  shall  come  to 
the  place  of  his  throne,  and  adore  him ;  they  shall 
bring  with  them  gifts,  like  the  eastern  magi  of  old, 
and  shall  say,  "  0  come,  let  us  worship,  and  bow 
down  ;  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker, 
for  he  is  our  God."  They  shall  see  him,  and  wor- 
ship him  :  and  "  he  will  make  unto  them  in  his 
holy  mountain,  a  feast  of  fat  things,  and  wines  on 
the  lees;  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  and  wines 
on  the  lees  well  refined."   (See  25th  chapter  Isaiah.) 

"  We  are  the  people  of  his  pasture,  and  the 
sheep  of  his  hand." 

He  will  be  very  gracious  unto  all  peoples,  nations, 
and  tongues ;  for  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  will 
turn  unto  him,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  na- 
tions will  bow  down  to  him :  but  far  above  all 
other  nations,  will  be  the  literal  descendants  of 
Abraham,,  who  then  shall  be  to  him  a  holy  na- 
tion, and  his  peculiar  treasure ;  "  the  people  of  his 
pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand.  **  Violence 
shall  be  no  more  heard  in  their  land,  wasting  nor 
destruction  within  th eir  borders."  "The  people  shall 
be  all  righteous,  and  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever," 
and  the  Lord  will  be  their  King,  and  shall  reign 
over  them  for  ever. 
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**  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,' ' 

"  Harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provo- 
cation, and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation 
in  the  wilderness :" 

"  When  your  fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me, 
and  saw  my  work." 

"  Forty  years  long  was  I  grieved  with  this 

feneration,  and  said,  It  is  a  people  that 
o  err  in  their  heart,  and  they  have  not 
known  my  ways:" 
u  Unto  whom  I  sware  in  my  wrath,  that  they 
should  not  enter  into  my  rest." 

There  is  a  commentary  on  this  passage  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  3rd  and  4th  chapters, 
*'  Wherefore  as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith,  To-day,  if  ye 
-will  hear  his  voice  ;"  &c.  &c.,  quoting  the  whole  of 
the  above  passage ;  it  is  then  added,  "  Take  heed, 
brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart 
of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  God.  But 
exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day  ; 
lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitful- 
Bess  of  sin :  for  we  are  made  partakers  of  Christ, 
if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  stedfast 
xinto  the  end :  while  it  is  said,  To-day,  if  ye  will 
hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts,  as  in  the 
provocation.  For  some  when  they  had  heard, 
aid  provoke  :  howbeit,  not  all  that  came  out  of 
Egypt  by  Moses.  But  with  whom  was  he  grieved 
forty  years  ?  Was  it  not  with  them  that  had 
Binned,  whose  carcases  fell  in  the  wilderness  %  And 
to  whom  sware  he  that  they  should  not  enter  into 
his  rest,  but  to  them  that  believed  not  1  So  we  see, 
that  they  could  not  enter  in,  because  of  unbelief. 
Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest  a  promise  being  left  us 
of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you  should  come 
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short  of  it."  It  is  the  promise  of  eternal  life,  which 
God,  who  cannot  lie,  promised  before  the  world 
began  ;  but  hath  in  due  times  manifested  his  word, 
through  preaching.  (See  Titus,  1st  chapter.)  It 
is  called  entering  into  his  rest,  because  here,  on  this 
earth,  he  will  take  up  his  everlasting  abode;  concern- 
ing which  he  hath  said,  "  This  is  my  rest  for  ever, 
here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  desired  it"  "For  unto 
us  was  the  gospel  preached,  as  well  as  unto  them : 
(What  gospel  was  it,  which  was  preached  to  them, 
when  they  departed  from  Egypt  t  A  promise  of 
entering  into  his  rest;  the  same  which  is  now 
preached  to  us.)  But  the  word  preached,  did  not 
profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them 
that  heard  it."  As  many  as  believe  the  promise  do 
enter  into  his  rest :  but  to  those  who  believe  not, 
"  he  will  swear  in  his  wrath,  (as  he  did  unto  the 
Israelites.)  that  they  shall  not  enter  into  his  rest." 
But  is  not  the  time  and  place  of  his  rest  come,  see- 
ing that  the  works  were  finished  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  and  that  he  saith  of  the  seventh 
day,  "  And  God  did  rest  the  seventh  day  from 
all  his  works  T  No,  the  time  is  not  come,  nor  will 
come,  until  "  the  saints  shall  possess  the  kingdom." 
"  Seeing  therefore  it  remaineth  that  some  shall 
enter  therein,   while  they  to  whom  it  was  first 

E reached  entered  not  in  because  of  unbelief ;  again, 
e  limiteth  a  certain  day,  saying  in  David,  (t.  e.  in 
the  passage  now  quoted)  "  To-day,  after  so  long- 
a  time ;"  (or  upwards  of  four  hundred  years  after 
Joshua  did  enter  into  the  promised  land  with  them 
who  did  believe  :  thereby  shewing  that  the  time 
was  not  yet  come)  "  for  if  Joshua  had  given  them 
reRt,  then  would  he  not  afterward  have  spoken  of 
another  (and  future)  day:  there  remaineth  therefore 
(yet  to  come)  the  reet  for  the  people  of  God.     For 
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He  that  is  entered  into  hm  rest,  bath  also  ceased 
from  his  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his.  Let  us 
labour  therefore  to  enter  into  that  rest,  lest  any 
man  faU  after  the  same  example  of  unbelief."  And 
this  is  the  required  labour,  viz  : — to  hold  fast  the 
confidence,  (which  is  through  the  blood  of  Christ,) 
and  the  rejoicing  of  the  hope  (even  the  hope  of 
entering  into  his  rest,  which  rest  is  promised  to  all 
men  in  Christ  Jesus,  before  the  world  began)  firm 
unto  the  end,  i.e.  during  the  allotted  probational 
period,  called  to-day.  If  to-day  we  will  hear  his 
voice,  let  us  not  harden  our  hearts.  The  great  ob- 
struction to  the  hearing  of  his  voice  is  a  hardened 
heart ;  and  every  man  hardens  his  own  heart,  when 
he  does  not  use  the  appointed  means  for  softening 
it,  viz :  seeking  after  Crod ;  "  watching  daily  at  my 
gates,  waiting  at  the  posts  of  my  doors.,,  "  Then 
shall  ye  find  me,  when  ye  shall  search  for  me,  with 
all  your  heart."  All  who  seek  him  thus,  find  him ; 
and  all  who  find  him,  "  hear  his  voice ;"  and  all, 
who,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  and  so  long  as  it  is 
Galled  to-day,  hear  his  voice,  do  enter  into  his  rest ; 
where  no  disturbance  can  enter,  where  no  disquiet 
will  ever  be  known,  where  endless  serenity,  and 
the  purest  and  most  exalted  delights  will  be  our 
portion  for  ever. 
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1.  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  sing  unto 
the  Lord,  all  the  earth. 

2.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  bless  his  name;  shew 
forth  his  salvation  from  day  to  day. 

3.  Declare  his  glory  amongjthe  heathen,  his  won- 
ders among  all  people. 

4.  For  the  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be 
praised ;  he  is  to  be  feared  above  all  gods. 

5.  For  all  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols :  but 
the  Lord  made  the  heavens. 

6.  Honour  and  majesty  are  before  him  :  strength 
and  beauty  are  in  his  sanctuary. 

7.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  kindreds  of  the 
people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

8.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name  :  bring  an  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts. 

9.  0  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness : 
fear  before  him,  all  the  earth. 

10.  Say  among  the  heathen  that  the  Lord  reign- 
eth ;  the  world  also  shall  be  established  that  it  shall 
not  be  moved :  he  shall  judge  the  people  right- 
eously. 

11.  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be 
glad ;  let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof. 

12.  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  therein ; 
then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice 

13.  Before  the  Lord;  for  he  cometh,  for  he 
cometh  to  judge  the  earth :  he  shaD  judge  the 
world  with  righteousness,  and  the  people  with  his 
truth. 
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"  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  sing  unto 
the  Lord  all  the  earth." 

In  this  Psalm,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come ; 
that  "  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,"  and  con- 
cerning which  he  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  saith, 
"  Behold,  I  make  all  things  new,"  "  A  new  heavens, 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 
These  will  be  the  times  of  refreshing  from  the  (real 
and  visible)  presence  of  the  Lord ;  "  joy  and  glad- 
ness will  be  found  therein ;  thanksgiving  and  the 
voice  of  melody."  "  0  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new 
song ;  sing  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth." 

"  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  bless  his  name ;  shew 
forth  his  salvation  from  day  to  day." 

The  saints  will  combine  together  to  sing  unto 
the  Lord,  and  to  bless  his  name ;  yea,  "  their  glory 
shall  be  great  in  his  salvation ;"  while  they  are 
themselves  made  blessed  by  ever  new  and  unceas- 
ing developments  of  his  glory." 

"Declare  his  glory  among  the  heathen,  his- 
wonders  among  all  people." 

"  They  shall  declare  my  glory  among  the  Gen- 
tiles." (Isaiah  lxvi.  19).  These  words  are  spoken 
to  Israel,  when  the  new  and  everlasting  covenant 
has  been  made  with  them  ;  "  when  they  shall  all 
know  the  Lord,  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest ;" 
when  iniquity  will  be  unknown  from  generation  to 

generation,  because  God  hath  brought  in   ever- 
sting  righteousness :  then  shall  they  go  forth  and 
"  declare  his  glory  among  the  heathen,  his  wonders 
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among  all  people."  Whereas  now,  the  believing  G  en- 
tiles go  forth  to  convert  the  unbelieving  Jews ;  the 
tables  will  be  turned,  for  the  Jews  will  be  God's 
messengers  of  peace  to  the  Gentiles.  "  The  Lord 
will  give  the  word,  and  great  will  be  the  oompany 
of  them  that  publish  it"  If  the  fall  of  Israel  has  been 
the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them 
has  been  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles;  how  much 
more  will  their  fulness  contribute  to  the  riches  of 
the  world  ?  As  it  is  written  "  In  thy  seed  shall  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed."  The  good 
olive  tree  is  the  house  of  Israel.  When  will  the 
Gentiles  cease  to  be  wise  in  their  own  conceits? 
When  will  they  understand,  that  at  the  best  they 
are  but  cut  out  of  an  olive  tree  whieh  is  wild  by 
nature,  and  are  graffed  contrary  to  nature  into  this 
"  good  olive  tree,"  and  partake  of  its  root  and  fat- 
ness  t  The  time  cometh  when  "  God  will  remember 
his  mercy  and  truth  toward  the  house  of  Israel ;  and 
(through  the  instrumentality  of  the  house  of  Israel) 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of 
God,"  for  "  they  shall  declare  my  gloiy  among  the 
Gentiles." 

"  The  Lord  is  great,  and  greatly  to  be  praised ; 
he  is  to  be  feared  above  all  gods. 

With  whom  shall  God  be  compared?  To  whom 
will  ye  liken  me,  saith  the  Lord  ?"  It  is  he  who 
called  the  universe  into  being ;  set  the  vast  machine 
in  motion,  and  "upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word 
of  his  power :"  he  is  great,  and  his  greatness  is  un- 
searchable; but  his  goodness  is  himself,  his  dis- 
position, his  nature.  We  contemplate  his  greatness 
with  wonder  and  awe,  his  goodness  we  love  and 
adore :  thus  is  he  great,  and  greatly  to  be  praised. 
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"  All  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols ;  but  the 
Lord  made  the  heavens.*' 

Stocks  and  stones  were  the  gods  of  the  past ; 
gold  is  the  Moloch  of  the  present ;  but  all  are  idols 
who  cannot  deliver  in  the  hour  of  affliction  and 
death.  Our  help  cometh  only  from*  the  Lord,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth. 


u 


Honour  and  majesty  axe  before  him." 


When  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is,  we  shall  behold 
a  majesty  inconceivably  glorious  I  Solomon  in  all  his 
glory  was  nothing ;  the  unpretending  lilies  among 
our  herbaceous  plants  take  a  precedence  of  all 
his  earthly  glory ;  not  so  when  the  Maker  himself  of 
those  lilies  snail  appear.  He  is  Maker,  and  Monarch, 
and  Saviour  of  all,  "  how  great  is  his  goodness,  and 
how  great  is  his  beauty?" 

"  Strength  and  beauty  are  in  his  sanctuary." 

His  sanctuary  for  evermore  will  be  upon  the* 
earth,  (see  Ezekiel  xxxvii.  28).  At  present,  his 
sanctuary  is  in  the  skies.  But  heaven,  with  all  its 
glorious  retinue  of  saints  and  angels  will  leave  its 
present  locality,  "  for  the  tabernacle  of  God  shall  be 
with  men ;"  and  its  glittering  foundations  shall  rest 
upon  the  earth.     God  the  Lord  will  "  beautify  the 

Jtface  of  his  sanctuary,  he  will  make  the  place  of  his 
eet  glorious :"  "  then  shall  strength  and  beauty  be 
in  his  sanctuary,"  and  "  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek," 
"  and  there  shall  be  no  more  curse." 

■ 

"  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  kindreds  of  the- 
people,  give  unto  the  Lord  gloiy  and 
strength. 
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"  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 

name."' 

They  greatly  err,  who  understand  not,  that  the 
words  of  this,  (as  of  many  other  Psalms)  pertain, 
not  to  the  present  dispensation,  but  to  that  which 
is  future  ;  not  to  the  world  that  now  i$  but  to  the 
world  which  is  to  come :  being  the  realization  of  the 
kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  the  everlasting- 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  when  He  shall 
be  seen,  who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever :  how 
indescribable  will  be  their  joy  who  come  to  worship 
before  his  footstool  ?  the  kindreds  of  the  people, 
from  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  shall  come,  and  "as- 
cribe unto  him  the  glory  due  unto  his  name/' 

"  Bring  an  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts." 

As  affectionate  children  bring  gifts  to  their  pa- 
rents; which  although  of  little  value,  pecuniarily  con- 
sidered, yet  how  graciously  are  they  received  by 
the  parental  hearts,  as  indications  of  true  affection ; 
so  will  none  of  all  the  millions,  who  come  up  to 
worship  the  Lord  of  hosts,  come  empty  handed ; 
"  they  will  bring  presents  unto  him  that  ought  to  be 
feared ;"  and  his  gracious  Bmile  of  acceptance  will  be 
to  all  an  ample  compensation ;  the  look  of  love  from 
the  face  of  Christ  will  be  indeed,  as  cupid's  arrowB, 
they  will  stick  into  all  hearts,  and  leave  the  most 
blessed  reminiscences  until  they  return  again,  at  the 
appointed  feasts. 

"  0  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness 
fear  before  him,  all  the  earth." 

"  A  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
power,"  on  the  day  when  "  thy  right  hand  and  thy 
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holy  arm  shall  get  for  thee  the  victory"  over  all 
thine  enemies,  and  make  them  thy  footstool;  in 
that  day  a  people,  (even  the  remnant  of  Jacob, )  shall 
be  willing,  and  with  their  whole  heart  ana  soul 
shall  serve  thee ;  in  the  beauties  of  holiness,  even 
from  the  womb  of  the  morning ;  the  morning  of  an 
everlasting  day ;  and  they  shall  go  forth  unto  them 
'who  still  survive  among  the  nations,  and  shall  say, 
Come,  0  come  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
bouse  of  the  God  of  Jacob  !  Come  and  worship 
the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  Let  all  the 
earth  fear  the  Lord ;  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  stand  in  awe  of  him,  "  who  speaks  and  it  is 
done,  who  commands,  and  all  things  stand  fast." 

"  Say   among   the   heathen    that   the   Lord 
reigneth." 

* 
The  Lord,  he  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily,  has  not  as  yet  taken  to 
him  his  great  power  that  he  might  reign;  but  when 
his  kingdom  shall  come,  then  it  shall  be  announced 
among  the  heathen,  that  the  Lord  reigneth.  "  In 
mercy  shall  the  throne  be  established ;  and  he  shall 
sit  upon  it  in  truth,  in  the  tabernacle  of  David, 
judging  and  seeking  judgment,  and  hasting  right- 
eousness." "  And  the  Lord  shall  be  King  over  all 
the  earth:  in  that  day,  there  shall  be  one  Lord, 
and  his  name  one.    (Zech.  xiv.  9.) 

"The  world  also  shall  be  established  that  it 
shall  not  be  moved." 

This  word,  "  established,"  as  used  in  scripture, 
always  signifies  permanence,  and  eternal  durability: 
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and  this  shall  be  the  fixed  and  unalterable  condi- 
tion of  the  world  to  come,  of  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  here  speaketh;  as  it  is  also  said  in  the  119th 
Psalm,  "  He  hath  established  the  earth,  and  it 
abideth."  The  apostle  St  Paul  distinctly  alludes 
to  this  passage,  as  the  hope  of  the  believer,  when 
after  referring  to  the  divine  declaration,  "  Yet  once 
more,  I  shake,  not  the  earth  only,  but  also  heaven." 
He  says,  "That  this  word,  'yet  once  more,'  signi- 
fieth  the  removing  of  those  things  that  are  shaken, 
as  of  things  that  are  made,  that  those  things  which, 
cannot  be  shaken  may  remain ;  wherefore  he  adds, 
"we  receving  <z  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  let  us 
have  grace,  whereby  we  may  serve  God  acceptably, 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear."  He  thus  employs 
the  identical  words  used  in  this  verse  ;  and  confirms 
the  great  truth,  for  which  we  plead,  that  the  eternal 
kingom  of  Christ,  is  in  this,  as  m  many  other  Psalms^, 
by  anticipation  actually  realized  ;  and  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  right- 
eousness, introduced,  as  if  now  commenced  to  run  rta 
endless  course.  Once  more,  God  will  shake  the 
earth ;  he  will  shake  it  violently ;  he  will  turo  it 
upside  down ;  and  every  human  habitation  shaff  be 
destroyed;  along  with  th^  great  proportion  of  its 
living  inhabitants ;  but  this  being  done  once,  it  will 
never  again  be  repeated ;  for  the  world  shall  be 
established  that  it  shall  not  be  moved ;  for  thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  "  Yet  once  ;  it  is  a  little  while, 
and  I  will  shake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and 
the  sea,  and  the  dry  land ;  and  I  will  shake  aB 
nations,  and  the  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come, 
and  I  will  fill  this  house  with  glory,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts."  (Haggai  ii.  6). 


u 


He  shall  judge  the  people  righteously." 


LET  HEAVEN  REJOICE  AND  EARTH  BE  GLAD.   223 

It  is  not  to  pronounce  a  sentence,  or  to  assign 
rewards,  and  punishments,  that  Christ  comes  down 
from  heaven,  but  to.sit  as  judge  or  ruler  in  Israel;  as 
it  is  written,  "  He  shall  reign  over  the  house  of 
Jacob  for  «ver."  He  comes  to  reign,  to  be  the 
supreme  Arbiter,  and  Governor  among  the  nations. 
God  hath  appointed  a  day  (from  which  day  and 
thenceforth  and  for  ever)  he  will  judge  (or  reign 
over)  the  world  in  righteousness,  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained,  whereof  he  hath  given 
assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead." 

"  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be 
glad ;  let  the  sea  roar  and  the  fulness 
thereof." 

"  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  there- 
in :  then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood 
rejoice." 

"  Before  the  Lord  ;  for  he  cometh,  for  he 
cometh  to  judge  the  earth:  he  shall  judge 
the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the 
people  with  his  truth." 

First  of  all,  when  he  cometh,  the  day  of  ven- 
geance will  be  in  his  heart ;  "  according  to  their 
deeds,  accordingly  he  will  repay,  fury  to  bis  adver- 
saries, recompense  to  his  enemies ;  to  the  islands 
he  will  repay  recompense."  When  this  is  done 
(and  it  shall  be  as  the  work  of  a  day)  then  the  year 
of  his  redeemed  will  be  come,  and  the  time  for  the 
saints  in  their  risen  and  glorified  bodies  to  reign 
upon  the  earth.  The  residue  of  men  in  flesh  also, 
who  have  survived  the  awful  judgments,  will  turn 
unto  the  Lord  with  one  consent ;  "  they  shall  fear 
the  name  of  the  Lord  from  the  west,  and  his  glory 
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from  the  rising  of  the  sun  :"  they  shall  begin  again 
to  build  houses,  and  inhabit  them,  and  plant  vine- 
yards, and  eat  the  fruit  of  them.  A  glorious  change 
in  the  constitution  and  structure  of  the  earth  will 
be  produced.  Thorns  and  thistles  will  no  more 
grow  up  spontaneously ;  but  "instead  of  the  thorn 
shall  come  up  the  fir-tree ;  instead  of  the  brier  the 
myrtle-tree ;  and  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name, 
and  for  an  everlasting  sign  which  shall  not  be  cut 
off."  The  curse  pronounced  on  Adam  and  his  pos- 
terity, will  be  for  ever  done  away ;  "  for  there  shall 
be  no  more  curse ;  but  the  throne  of  God  and  of 
the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it."  (In  it,  where  ?  surely 
where  the  curse  formerly  was,  viz  :  the  earth)  (See 
Rev.  xxii.  3.)  It  will  be  the  year  of  jubilee ;  and  the 
earth  will  yield  its  increase :  "  God.  even  our  own 
God  shall  bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall 
fear  him."  The  heavens  shall  rejoice,  for  there 
shall  be  great  voices  in  heaven,  saying,  *'  The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become  the  kingdom 
of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign 
for  ever  and  ever."  (See  Rev.  11th  chapter.)  The 
earth  will  be  glad,  for  the  times  of  refreshing  shall 
be  come  from  the  (real  and  manifested)  presence 
of  the  Lord,  who  will  judge  the  world  with  righte- 
ousness, and  the  people  with  his  truth. 

"  The  Lord  reigneth." 

Christ  will  come  and  reign  visibly  upon  the  earth- 
Christ  will  come  to  execute  vengeance  on  the  living 
iiations  that  know  not  God,  and  have  not  obeyed 
the  gospel :  he  will  then  assume  the  government 
of  the  earth,  and  will  "reign  on  Mount  Zion,  and  in 
Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriously^/or  a 
thousand  years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  he  will  not  by 
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any  means  discontinue  his  government,  or  his 
mode  of  government;  but  after  recalling  to  life 
all  the  dead,  and  pronouncing  judgment,  then 
will  he  deliver  up  the  kingdom  (i.  e.  the  world 
which  in  person  he  had  been  governing,)  to  God, 
even  the  Father ;  after  he  hath  put  down  all 
rule,  and  all  authority,  and  power ;  and  when 
the  last  enemy,  which  is  death,  has  been  destroyed, 
the  Son  will  from  thenceforward  be  subject  to 
him  who  put  all  things  under  him  ;  and  will  be 
Go<Fs  High  Priest  and  King  for  ever,  after  the  order 
of  Melchizedek :  yet  still  reigning  upon  the  earth, 
for  the  heavens  and  the  earth  will  be  conjoined, 
and  the  earth  itself  will  be  the  centralization  of  the 
divine  glory  for  ever.  The  Lord  shall  reign,  not 
for  a  thousand  years,  but  for  ten  thousand  millions 
of  vears,  and  even  then,  his  term  of  government 
shall  be  but  commencing.  If  the  stars  of  heaven 
cannot  be  numbered,  nor  the  sand  on  the  sea  shore 
measured,  nor  the  drops  of  the  ocean  counted,  so  • 
neither  can  the  years  during  which  Messiah  shall 
reign  upon  the  earth ;  for  "of  his  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  end*" 

"  Let  the  earth  rejoice ;  let  the  multitude  of 
isles  be  glad  thereof." 

The  good  time  will  then  be  come ;  and  gladness 
of  heart  will  be  the  portion  of  all  that  dwell  upon 
the  earth ;  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away. 

"  Clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him." 

This  shall  be  in  immediate  antecedence  of  his 
personal  appearing,  when  he  shall  rend  the  heavens 
and  come  down,  and  darkness  shall  be  under  his 
15  vol.  n. 
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feet ;  "he  shall  make  darkness  hie  secret  place ;  his 
pavilion  round  about  him  shall  be  dark  waters,  and 
thick  clouds  of  the  skies/' 

"  Righteousness  and  judgment  are  the  habita- 
tion of  his  throne." 

As  a  habitation  is  a  place  where  one  takes  up 
his  abode,  so  will  righteousness  and  judgment  be 
the  habitation  of  his  throne,  "  for  the  righteous  God 
loveth  righteousness,  his  countenance  doth  behold 
the  upright,"  and  that  which  he  loves  to-day,  he 
loved  yesterday,  and  will  love  for  ever,  for  he  is 
44  without  variableness,  or  shadow  of  turning." 

"  A  fire  goeth  before  him,  and  burneth  up  his 
.  enemies  round  about." 

"  For  every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  con- 
fused noiee,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood,  but  this 
shall  be  with  burning,  and  fuel  of  fire."  "  With  the 
breath  of  his  lips  he  shall  slay  the  wicked."  "  For 
behold,  the  Lord  will  come  with  fire,  and  with  his 
chariots  like  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with 
fury,  and  his  rebukes  with  flames  of  fire.  For  by 
fire  and  by  his  sword  (the  sword  which  proceedeth 
out  of  his  mouth)  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  flesh, 
and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many."  (Isaiah 
lxvi.  15.)  Yea,  so  many  that  the  mountains  shall 
be  melted  with  their  blood ;  and  the  dead  bodies 
of  men  shall  be  strewn  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth ;"  for  "  he  will  judge  among  the  heathen ; 
he  will  fill  the  places  with  the  dead  oodies ;  he  will 
wound  (or  rather  destroy)  the  heads  over  many 
countries,"     (Psalms  ex.  6.) 
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"  His  lightnings  enlighten  the  world :  the  earth 
saw,  and  trembled." 

O,  how  great  the  contrast  between  his  first  and 
second  coming !  at  his  first  coming,  he  came  not 
to  destroy  men's  lives,  bnt  to  save  them;  at  his 
second,  it  will  be,  not  to  save  men's  lives,  bnt  to 
destroy  them.  His  first  coming  was  in  mercy,  his 
eecond  in  vengeance  ;  his  first  coming  was  at- 
tended with  no  outward  pomp  ;  (the  humble  babe 
of  Bethlehem  ;)  his  second  coming  will  be  ushered  in 
with  awful  majesty ;  •'  for  as  the  lightning  which 
shineth  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other,  so 
shall  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be  ;"  it  will  not 
be  as  occasional  flashes  of  sheet  or  forked  lightning, 
which  precede  the  roar  of  thunder;  but  one  con- 
tinued terrific  blaze,  in  the  absence  of  the  sun's 
light ;  "  for  the  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness, 
and  the  moon  into  blood  (immediately)  before  that 
notable  day  of  the  Lord  come."  The  whole  earth 
shall  be  illuminated  with  a  strange  and  awful  light ; 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  shall  see  and 
tremble  ;  and  well  they  may  tremble,  for  "  he  will 
send  forth  his  (forked)  arrows,  and  scatter  them, 
he  will  shoot  forth  his  lightnings,  and  discomfit 
them  :"  "  then  the  channels  of  waters  shall  be  seen, 
and  the  foundations  of  the  world  be  discovered,  at 
thy  rebuke  0  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  thy 
nostrils." 

"  The  hills  melted  like  wax  at  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of 
the  whole  earth." 

"  The  mountains  quake  at  him,  the  hills  melt,  and 
the  earth  is  burned  at  his  presence,  yea,  the  world, 
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and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can  stand  before 
his  indignation,  and  who  can  abide  the  fierceness 
of  his  anger  f  his  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and 
the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him."  (Nahum  i.  3). 
"  The  Lord  will  rend  the  heavens,  and  will  come 
down,  and  the  mountains  will  flow  down  at  his 
presence;  as  when  the  melting  fire  burneth,  and 
the  fire  causeth  the  waters  to  boil;  to  make  his 
name  known  to  his  adversaries,  and  that  the 
nations  may  tremble  at  his  presence:99  and  they 
shall  tremble ;  all  faces  shall  gather  blackness ;  and 
all  nations  shall  wail  because  of  him ;  for  who  shall 
be  able  to  contend  with  him  t  "  He  is  wise  in  heart 
and  mighty  in  strength ;  who  hath  hardened  him- 
self against  him,  and  hath  prospered?  Who  re- 
movetn  the  mountains,  and  they  know  not ;  who 
overturneth  them  in  his  anger ;  who  shaketh  the 
earth  out  of  her  place,  and  the*  pillars  thereof 
tremble ;  who  commandeth  the  sun,  and  it  riseth 
not ;  and  sealeth  up  the  stars."  (Job  ix.  4). 

"  The  heavens  declare  his  righteousness,  and 
all  the  people  see  his  glory." 

The  heavens,  that  is,  the  vast  assemblage  of  pure 
intelligences,  who  dwell  in  the  heavens ;  they  with 
one  voice,  and  with  loud  acclamations  shall  attest 
his  righteousness,  and  shall  say, "  The  Lord  is  right- 
eous m  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works :" 
and  again,  "  Salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and 
power,  unto  the  Lord  our  God ;  for  true  and  right- 
eous are  his  judgments."  (Bev.  xix.  1).  The  people, 
i.e.  all  the  living  inhabitants  in  all  the  countries, 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  from  end  to  end  of  the 
earth,  shall  be  eye-witnesses  of  his  maiesty ;  "  Every 
eye  shall  see  him,  and  every  ear  shall  hear  his  voice : 
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they  shall  wail  and  say,  Alas,  alas,  the  harvest  is 
past ;  the  summer  is  ended ;  and  we  are  not  saved." 
It  will  be  a  harrowing  sight  to  millions ;  for  despair 
shall  be  depicted  on  all  faces ;  for  an  end  is  come 
to  all  mirth,  and  revelry,  and  song,  and  to  al]  the 
socialities  of  life ;  fathers,  and  mothers,  and  wives, 
and  children,  all  shall  be  involved  in  one  common 
ruin.  The  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men, 
and  the  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the 
mightv  men,  and  every  bond  man,  and  every  free 
man  shall  be  stubble,  and  the  fire  that  cometh  from 
his  presence  as  he  traverseth  the  earth,  shall  burn 
them  up,  that  it  shall  leave  them  neither  root  nor 
branch. 

"  Confounded  (shall)  be  all  that  serve  graven 
images,  and  that  boast  themselves  of 
idols."  ' 

"In  that  day  they  shall  cast  their  idols  to  the 
moles  and  to  the  bate,  (they  shall  throw  them  away 
as  useless  toys)  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks, 
and  into  the  crevices  of  the  rugged  rocks,  to  hide 
themselves  from  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of 
his  majesty,  when  he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the 
earth."  (Isaiah  ii.  20).  In  vain  will  the  worshippers 
of  Mahomet  call  upon  their  prophet;  their  in- 
vocations to  him  will  but  accelerate  their  doom. 
As  for  the  papacy,  there  will  be  no  traces  of  it  in  that 
day,  for  all  its  devotees  will  have  still  further  de- 
generated into  actual  worshippers  of  Antichrist ; 
"that  abomination,"  who  madedesolate  the  sanctuary 
of  God,  and  exalted  himself  above  all  that  is  called 
God. 

"  Worship  him,  all  ye  gods." 

"  In  his  times  he  shall  shew  who  is  the  blessed 
and  only  potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
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lords,  who  only  hath  immortality ;  to  whom  be 
honour  and  power  everlasting."  There  will  then 
be  no  mistake  as  to  who  is,  and  who  is  not  God : 
for  "  the  Lord  Most  High  is  terrible,  a  great  King 
over  all  the  earth  ;"  "  and  he  shall  rule  the  nations 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  dash  them  in  pieces  as  a 
potter's  vessel." 

"  Zion  heard,  and  was  glad ;  and  the  daughters 
of  Judah  rejoiced  because  of  thy  judge- 
ments, 0  Lord." 

When  Christ  appears  to  judgment,  "darkness  shall 
cover  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the  people ;" 
then  will  he  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know 
not  God.  But  in  Judah  (at  that  day)  God  shall  be 
known,  and  his  name  shall  be  great  in  Israel  "  The 
Lord  of  hosts  shall  be  with  tnem ;  the  God  of  Ja- 
cob shall  be  their  refuge ;  therefore  shall  they  not 
fear,  although  the  edrth  be  removed,  and  though 
the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  miifet  of  the  sea." 
The  remnant  of  Jacob,  even  the  hundred  and  forty 
and  four  thousand,  who  are  saved  out  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  they  shall  be  eye-witnesses  of  con- 
vulsions so  great  and  terrible  as  never  had  been,  or 
shall  be  agam  upon  the  earth ;  for  all  the  cities  of 
the  nations  shall  fall ;  and  the  whole  earth  (except 

Serhaps  Jerusalem  alone)  will  be  turned  into  a 
esert ;  just  as  when  the  contents  of  a  pitcher  fall 
out  when  the  pitcher  is  reversed,  so  shall  it  be  when 
the  world  is  turned  upside  down.  (See  Isaiah  xxiv. 
1).  But  the  Lord  will  in  that  day  arise  upon  Zion, 
and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  her ;  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  The  Lord  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  to  them 
that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob;  and  they 
shall  worship  the  Lord  in  his  holy  mountain,  and 
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shall  be  witnesses  of  his  judgments  upon  the  nations ; 
"  Zion  shall  hear,  and  be  glad,  and  the  daughters  of 
Judah  shall  rejoice  because  of  thy  judgments,  O 
Lord." 

"  For  thou,  Lord,  art  high  above  all  the  earth ; 
thou  art  exalted  far  above  all  gods." 

The  Lord  Jesus,  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Godhead,  past,  present,  and  to  come, 
and  in  whom  alone  the  Godhead  is  manifest,  he  it 
is  of  whom  these  words  are  spoken.  When  he 
comes,  "  he  will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen,  he 
will  be  exalted  in  the  earth  ;  and  all  the  earth  shall 
be  stiH,  and  know  that  he  is  God."  (See  Psalm 
xlvi.  10).  As  he  hath  received  a  name,  which  is 
above  every  name  in  this  world,  so  also  in  that 
eternal  world  which  is  to  come,  he  shall  be  exalted 
and  be  extolled,  and  be  very  high.  The  kings  shall 
shut  their  mouths  before  him ;  for  "  that  which  had 
not  been  told  them  shall  they  see,  an  d  that  which 
they  had  not  heard,  shall  they  consider."  (Isaiah 
lii.  13).  Those  who  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to 
reign  with  Christ  upon  the  earth,  to  sit  on  thrones, 
judging  (and  as  kings  reigning  over)  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  tliese  all  shall  be  called  gods  ;  but  he  shall  be 
exalted  far  above  all  gods ;  and  to  him  every 
knee  shall  bow. 


44 


Ye  that  love  the  Lord,  hate  evil.1 


Evil  is  that  abominable  thing  which  God  hateth, 
and  for  which  things  sake  cometh  the  wrath  of 
God  upon  the  children  of  disobedience.  Whatso- 
ever worketh  ill  to  another  is  evil  ;  but  love 
worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour ;  therefore  evory 
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one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God  ;w 
and  he  who  loveth  God,  loveth  his  brother  also. 
In  proportion  as  we  love  God,  we  will  abhor  that 
which  is  evil,  and  will  cleave  to  that  which  is  good. 

"  He  preserveth  the  souls  of  his  saints ;  he  de- 
hvereth  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
wicked." 

It  has  been  the  good  pleasure  of  God  oftentimes 
to  give  the  bodies  of  his  saints  into  the  hands  of 
the  wicked,  for  the  trial  of  their  faith,  "  which  is 
much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perisheth  ;" 
but  their  souls  he  has  preserved,  and  sustained  in 
the  fires  of  persecution.  Their  bodies  only  could 
they  wreak  their  malice  upon,  and  after  destroying 
them,  had  no  more  that  they  could  do :  the  better 
part,  the  immortal,  undying  soul,  they  could  not 
touch ;  "for  he  hath  preserved  the  souls  of  his  saints, 
and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked." 

"  Light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness 
for  the  upright  in  heart."    • 

As  seed  sown  in  good  ground  yields  plentifully, 
so  is  light  sown  for  the  righteous ;  light  is  know- 
ledge ;  of  the  increase  of  which  there  shall  be  no 
end ;  for  "  the  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,  shall  feed  them,  and  lead  them  to  living 
fountains  of  waters ;  and  God  will  wipe  away  aU 
tears  from  their  eyes :"  sorrow  will  be  unknown, 
for  gladness  is  sown  for  the  upright  in  heart,  and 
the  harvest  shall  be  unending. 


u 


Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye  righteous/ 


Man  was  made  to  enjoy  God,  ue.  to  find  in  Him 
his  present  and  everlasting  joy.    When  we  know 
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God,  we  cease  to  find  enjoyment  in  ourselves,  or  in 
the  vanities  of  this  life.  God  becomes  our  treasure 
and  delight,  for  he  alone  is  excellent.  "  This  is  eter- 
nal life,  to  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 

"  Give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holi- 
ness." 

His  holiness  is  love;  love  expressed  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  his  intelligent  creatures.  "  Holy  in  all  his 
ways,  just  in  all  his  works ;"  therefore,  ye righteous* 
give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holiness : 
and  let  his  holiness  ever  be  preserved  in  your  me- 
mory. "  Holiness  becometh  thine  house;  0  Lord, 
for  ever*" 


PSALM     XCVIII. 

1.  0  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song;  for  he 
hath  done  marvellous  things :  his  right  hand,  and 
his  holy  arm,  hath  gotten  him  the  victory. 

2.  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation :  his 
righteousness  hath  he  openly  showed  in  the  sight 
of  the  heathen. 

3.  He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  his  truth 
toward  the  house  of  Israel :  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

4.  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the 
earth :  make  a  loud  noise,  and  rejoice,  and  sing 
praise. 

5.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp ;  with  the 
harp,  ana  the  voice  of  a  psalm. 

6.  With  trumpets,  and  sound  of  cornet,  make  a 
joyful  noise  before  the  Lord,  the  King. 

7.  Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof;  the 
world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

8.  Let  the  floods  clap  their  hands :  let  the  hilb 
be  joyful  together 

9.  Before  the  Lord :  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the 
earth ;  with  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  world, 
and  the  people  with  equity. 

"  0  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song." 

They  do  sing  songs  in  heaven,  to  the  honour 
and  glory  of  Him  who  sits  upon  the  throne :  and 
he  is  the  Highest ;  who  created  all  things,  and  for 
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whose  pleasure  alone  all  things  exist.  They  sing 
onto  the  Lord ;  this  is  the  end  and  design  of  their 
existence,  and  in  this  their  blessedness  consists.  And 
ever  as  new  developments  of  the  riches  of  his  glory 
are  unfolded,  they  will  call  for  new  songs  of  praise. 
The  new  song  which  the  saints  of  God  (in  heaven 
and  on  earth)  are  invited  to  raise  on  this  great  oc- 
casion, is  its  being  the  beginning  of  his  eternal  king- 
dom. When  he  comes  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  to  sit 
on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  then  there  shall  be  great 
voices  in  heaven,  saying,  "  The  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  of 
his  Christ,  and  he,  (not  they,  for  the  Father  and  the 
Son  are  one)  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
the  four  and  twenty  elders,  who  sat  before  God  on 
their  thrones,  fell  on  their  faces,  and  worshipped 
God,  saying,  We  give  thee  thanks,  0  Lord  God 
Almighty,  who  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come,  be- 
cause thou  hast  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and 
hast  reigned."  (See  Rev.  xi.  15).  This  is  the  new 
song  here  referred  to ;  all  the  hosts  of  heaven  join 
in  it,  and  also  the  remnant  of  Jacob  which'  are  the- 
first  fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  And  not  they 
only,  but  such  as  are  escaped  among  the  nations ; 
they  also  shall  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  "  shall  sing, 
for  the  majesty  of  the  Lord  :"  they  shall  lift  up  their 
voice  from  the  isles  of  the  sea,  and,  amid  the  uni- 
versal ruins,  they  shall  give  glory  to  him  whose 
.judgments  are  in  all  the  earth.  When  the  wicked 
are  cut  off,  then  shall  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  mighty  one  of  Jacob  take  peaceable  possession 
of  his  throne,  and  "  the  whole  earth  snail  be  at 
rest,  and  be  quiet,  and  break  forth  into  singing.'* 
The  salvation  of  God  (even  Christ)  is  come  into 
Zion  ;  Jacob  shall  rejoice  ;  Israel  shall  be  glad,  and 
shall  declare  his  salvation  from  day  to  day.    The 
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hundred  and  forty  thousand,  the  remnant  of  Jacob, 
they  shall  go  forth,  being  sent  by  him,  and  shall 
declare  his  glory  among  the  heathen,  and  his  won- 
ders among  all  people :  nor  shall  they  declare  it  to 
unwilling  ears ;  for  "  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  will 
remember,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord;  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  nations  will  come,  and  bow  down 
to  him."  "  A  people  whom  I  had  not  known  shall 
serve  me;  the  strangers  shall  submit  themselves 
unto  me ;  as  soon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they  shall 
obey  me."  (Psalm  xviii.  44). 

"  For  he  hath  done  marvellous  things :  his 
right  hand,  and  his  holy  arm,  hath  gotten 
him  the  victory." 

The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms  were  moved, 
he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth  melted;  yea,  the 
hills  melted  like  wax  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord; 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  con- 
founded, and  cried  in  vain  to  the  mountains  and  to 
the  rocks,  to  cover  them  from  the  face  of  him  that 
sat  upon  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb  ;  "  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come, 
and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand  !"  The  Lord  will 
indeed  do  marvellous  things  in  that  day ;  for  every 
island  shall  flee  away,  and  the  mountains  shall  not 
be  found ;  and  the  nations,  who,  under  Antichrist 
had  combined  to  resist  him,  shall  be  made  to  feel 
the  full  weight  of  his-  indignation.  "  His  right 
hand,  and  his  holy  arm,  shall  get  for  him  the  vic- 
tory." The  stone,  cut  out  of  the  mountain  with- 
out hands,  shall  fall  upon  them,  and  crush  them  to 
powder ;  but  the  same  (living)  stone  shall  become 
a  great  mountain,  and  fill  the  whole  earth. 
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"  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation : 
his  righteousness  hath  he  openly  shewed 
in  the  sight  of  the  heathen." 


This  great  work  will  not  be  done  in  a  corner ;  it 
will  not  be  "  a  Communication,"  transmitted  by 
newspapers,  or  even  by  telegraph,  from  country  to 
country,  as  if  it  were  a  calamity  confined  to  some 
distant  locality :  but  all  nations  and  peoples  shall 
simultaneously  be  brought  into  contact  with  Him, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  "  shall  rule  the  nations 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  break  them  in  pieces  as  a 
potter's  vessel  ;"and  his  righteousness  shall  be  openly 
vindicated,  and  made  manifest  in  the  sight  of  the 
heathen  (which  word  includes  all  who  are  not  his 
own  people,  the  literal  stock  of  Israel.)  The  great 
anger  of  the  Lord  will  cease  in  their  destruction  ; 
and  the  earth  being  dissolved,  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  then  will  the  Lord,  form  out  of  this 
great  ruin,  a  new  earth,  in  which  the  symbols  of 
the  original  curse  will  be  done  away;  and  "in- 
stead oi  the  thorn  will  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and 
instead  of  the  brier,  the  myrtle  tree  ;  and  be  to  the 
Lord  for  a  name,  and  for  an  everlasting  sign,  which 
shall  not  be  cut  off;"  and  thus  will  He  begin  to 
make  known,  that  He  only  is  the  salvation  of  the 
world,  and  bears  up  the  pillars  thereof. 


"He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  truth 
toward  the  house  of  Israel." 


His  mercy  and  truth  is  the  new  covenant,  which 
he  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  and  Judah, 
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whereby  he  pledges  himself  never  again  to  be 
angry  with  them,  or  to  turn  away  from  them,  and 
they,  and  their  seed,  and  their  seed's  seed,  through 
an  endless  series  of  generations,  shall  serve  him  in 
the  land,  and  especially  in  that  holy  mountain  Jeru- 
salem, which  he  hath  chosen,  and  which  by  way 
of  eminence  shall  be  for  ever  designated  "  The 
Throne  of  the  Lord." 


"  All  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salva- 
tion of  our  God." 

A  total  change  in  the  constitution  of  our  globe, 
will  then  be  effected :  for  the  light  of  the  moon 
will  be  increased  in  splendour,  and  irradiate  the 
earth  by  night,  with  equal  brightness  as  the  sun 
now  does  by  day ;  and  the  sun  in,  splendour  shall 
be  seven-fold  its  present  brightness  :  while  the 
stellar  firmament  shall  be  greatly  altered,  so  as  to 
literally  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  promise,  "  Behold,  I 
create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth."  "And  this 
new  heavens  and  new  earth  shall  remain  before 
me,"  indestructible,  unending,  "  a  kingdom  which 
cannot  be  moved :"  and  thus  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  will  see  and  be  gladdened  by  the  presence 
of  him,  who  is  the  "  salvation  of  our  God ;"  and 
"  the  times  of  refreshing  will  be  come  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord.' 


» 


"Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the 
earth ;  make  a  joyful  noise,  and  rejoice, 
and  sing  praise." 

"  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp ;  with  the 
harp,  and  the  voice  of  a  psalm." 
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"  With  trumpets  and  sound  of  cornet  make  a 
joyful  noise  before  the  Lord,  the  King." 

It  will  be  the  year  of  his  redeemed  :  until  he 
comes  again,  it  is  the  hour  and  power  of  darkness. 
From  the  fall  of  Adam  to  the  second  and  glorious 
appearing  of  the  second  Adam,  all  comes  within 
the  designation  of  an  hour,  a  very  small  portion  of 
time ;  but  now  comes  the  long  period,  the  year  I 
now,  if  six  thousand  years  be  represented  by  one 
hour,  what  must  be  the  duration  of  that  period 
which  is  represented  by  a  year  ?  "  It  will  be  length 
of  days,  even  life  for  ever  more :"  an  unintermit- 
ting  jubilee;  "joy  and  gladness  shall  be  found 
therem,  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice  of  melody.1' 
All  will  then  be  musically  inclined;  and  will  be 
drawn  irresistibly  into  musical  associations,  with  all 
manner  of  instruments ;  accompanying  highly  cul- 
tivated voices ;  producing  most  exquisite  harmony, 
and  thrilling  delight,  while  thus  they  pour  out  their 
hearts  to  God:  all  their  powers  and  capabilities, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  wiU  be  employed  to  shew 
forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne ; 
whose  name  alone  is  Jehovah.  Every,  heart  will 
long  to  give  expression  to  its  devotedness  to  Christ, 
in  songs  of  triumph ;  as  faintly  shadowed  out  by 
the  songs  of  Israel,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  gave 
them  deliverance  from  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  "  Sing 
ye  to  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  gloriously : 
the  horse  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown  into  tne 


sea." 


"  Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof; 

the  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein." 
"  Let  the  floods  clap  their  hands ;  let  the  hills 

be  joyful  together." 
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"Before  the  Lord:  for  he  cometh  to  judge 
(reign  over)  the  earth:  with  righteous 
ness  shall  he  judge  the  world,  and  the 
people  with  equity." 

The  world  is  not  to  continue  much  longer  as  at 
present,  with  kings  ruling  by  the  voice  of  the 
people.  In  that  day  there  shall  be  one  king  over 
all  trie  earth ;  not  accountable  to  the  people,  but  the 
people  accountable  to  him :  he  shall  reign,  and  his 
reign  shall  be  glorious.  "  With  righteousness  he 
will  judge  the  world,  and  the  people  with  equity.** 
"  He  shall  send  forth  his  commandment  upon  the 
earth,  and  his  word  shall  run  very  swiftly."  "  All 
nations  shall  be  blessed  in  him,  ana  all  nations  shall 
call  him  blessed." 


PSALM    XCIX. 

1.  The  Lord  reigneth;  let  the  people  tremble: 
he  fiftieth  between  the  cherubim ;  let  the  earth  be 
moved. 

2.  The  Lord  is  great  in  Zion :  and  he  is  high 
above  aD  people. 

3.  Let  them  praise  thy  great  and  terrible  name  ; 
for  it  is  holy. 

4.  The  king's  strength  also  loveth  judgment  : 
thou  dost  establish  equity,  thou  executest  judg- 
ment and  righteousness  in  Jacob. 

5.  Exalt  ye  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship  at 
his  footstool ;  for  he  is  holy. 

6.  Moses  and  Aaron  among  his  priests,  and  Sa- 
muel among  them  that  call  upon  his  name ;  they 
called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  answered  them. 

7.  He  spake  unto  them  in  the  cloudy  pillar  :  they 
kept  his  testimonies,  and  the  ordinance  that  he 
gave  them. 

8.  Thou  answeredst  them,  0  Lord  our .  God  : 
thou  wast  a  God  that  forgavest  them,  though  thou 
tookest  vengeance  of  their  inventions. 

9.  Exalt  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship  at  his 
holy  hill ;  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  holy. 

"  The  Lord  reigneth." 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  he  has  always  reigned, 

u  ruling  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the 

inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;"   and  there  is  another 

sense,  in  which  he  now  reigns  in  the  affections  of 

16  vol.  n. 
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his  people  :  in  this  sense  are  to  be  understood  the 
words  following :  "  The  kingdom  of  God  cometh 
not  with  observation,  neither  shall  they  say,  Lo 
here,  or  Lo  there ;  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is  with- 
in yon."  In  the  same  sense  also  are  the  words  of 
the  apostle,  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and 
drink,  but  righteousness  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost"  Bnt  there  is  another  and  a  higher 
sense,  in  which  it  is  yet  future,  "  Thy  kingdom 
come  ;"  and  again,  "  when  the  branch  is  yet  tender, 
and  putteth  forth  leaves,  ye  know  that  summer  is 
near ;  even  so,  when  ye  see  these  things  come  to 

Eass,  know  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at 
and."  "  Then  lift  up  your  heads,  for  your  redemp- 
tion draweth  nigh  ;"  t.  e.  the  redemption  of  our 
bodies  from  the  dominion  of  death.  The  kingdom 
of  God  is  now  unseen ;  but  then  it  will  be  apparent 
to  all ;  a  visible  kingdom ;  and  its  crowned  head 
will  be  Christ.  "  Now,"  said  he  to  Pilate,  "  is  my 
kingdom  not  from  hence ;"  which  word,  now, 
plainly  inferred  a  future  time  when  it  would  be  from 
hence :  to  which  all  the  scriptures  of  the  prophets 
bear  testimony ;  that  "  the  neavens  have  received 
Christ,  until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things ;" 
*'  of  which  times,"  saith  St.  Peter,  "  all  the  holy 
rophets  have  spoken  from  Samuel,  and  those  that 
bllow  after."  That  Peter  was  not  speaking  of  a 
millenium  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  is  evident 
from  the  words  that  follow,  "  The  Captain  of  the 
temple,  and  others,  came  upon  them,  (Peter  and 
John)  and  put  them  in  ward ;  being  grieved  that 
they  taught  the  people,  and  preached  through 
Jesus,  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  This  is  a 
key  to  the  whole  subject  of  his  discourse :  when  he 
speaks  of  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things, 
as  being  the  times  of  refreshing,  from  the  presence 
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of  the  Lord,  of  which  all  the  holy  prophets  had 
spoken,  he  is  speaking  of  times  subsequent  to  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead  ;  t.  e.  of  the  dead  in  Christ ; 
for  they  only,  are  then  raised,  who  are  Christ's  at 
his  coming;  there  being  an  order  in  the  resur- 
rection,— "Christ  the  first  fruits,  afterward  they 
that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming,  then  (after  another 
interval)  cometh  the  end,"  when  the  dead  small  and 
great  shall  stand  before  God.  If  the  resurrection 
of  all  be  at  the  same  time,  what  meaning  shall  we 
attach  to  the  words  of  Christ,  that  all  who  should  eat 
his  flesh  and  drink  his  blood,  he  would  raise  up  at 
the  last  day  ?  and  again,  "  They  who  shall  be  ac- 
counted worthy  to  obtain  that  world  and  the  resur- 
rection from  the  dead,  neither  marry  nor  are  given 
in  marriage."  Again,  what  meaning  shall  be  at- 
tached to  the  apostle's  words,  in  his  epistle  to  the 
PhiKppians,  "  If  W  any  means,  I  may  attain  unto 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead."  "  Blessed  and  holy 
is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection"  They 
only  that  are  Christ's  are  raised  at  his  coming,  be- 
cause his  kingdom  shall  then  be  come,  and  the  meek 
shall  inherit  the  earth,  not  as  men  now  inherit  por- 
tions of  it,  by  the  feeble  tenure  of  a  short  life,  but 
in  continuity  and  perpetuity.  This  is  the  period 
referred  to  as  expressed  by  the  words,  "  The  Lord 
reigneth." 


«« 


Let  the  people  tremble." 


The  people  shall  stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not ;  they 
shall  tremble  at  his  word.  "  When  he  sendeth  form 
his  commandment  upon  earth,  his  word  will  run 
very  swiftly ;"  and  his  word  will  be  law  to  all  na- 
tions, ior  at  his  word  the  people  will  tremble ;  not 
from  abject  terror,  not  from  slavish  fear,  but  from 
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profound  reverence,  and  sacred  awe.  There  will  be 
no  trifling  with  it ;  no  disregard  or  neglect ;  all  will 
obey,  with  fear  and  trembling,  yet  with  joy  and 
gladness,  and  in  full  assurance  that  "  his  command- 
ment is  life  everlasting/* 

"  He  sitteth  between  the  cherubim." 

In  the  tabernacle  made  by  Moses,  (which  was  the 
figure  of  the  true,)  in  the  holy  of  holies  was  the 
mercy-seat,  on  each  side  of  which  was  the  cherubim. 
In  the  vision  of  Ezekiel,  the  throne  is  upborne  by  the 
cherubim.  In  the  revelation,  they  are  represented 
as  having  their  place  "in  the  throne,  and  round 
about  the  throne  ;"  and  in  that  holy  book,  they  are 
shewn  to  be  redeemed  men  ;  thev  occupy  the 
highest  seats,  or  throne,  next  to  himself; — that 
high  position  of  which  he  said,  "  To  sit  on  my  right 
hand,  and  on  my  left  is  not  mine  to  give,  but  to 
those  for  whom  it  is  prepared  of  my  Fattier."  This 
throne  is  prepared  in  the  heavens ;  but  will  come 
down,  and  be  established  for  ever  on  the  earth ; 
and  then  will  Nathaniel  of  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  also 
all  his  glorified  saints,  "  see  the  heavens  open,  and 
the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  upon 
the  Son  of  man." 

"  Let  the  earth  be  moved." 

The  whole  earth  will  be  moved  at  his  presence, 
and  will  recognize  him  as  its  Lord  and  Master ; 
just  as  the  turbulent  lake  of  Galilee  did  on  that 
night,  when  he  trode  upon  its  bosom,  to  go  to  his 
disciples ;  all  nature  will  obey  him  ;  just  as  the  fig- 
tree  did,  when  at  his  voice  it  withered  away. 
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"  The  Lord  is  great  in  Zion  :  and  he  is  high 
above  all  people." 

*'  The  Lord  will  come  to  Zion,  and  to  them  who 
torn  from  transgression  in  Jacob."  "  He  shall  reign 
in  Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his 
ancients  gloriously."  These  ancients  are  his  saints ; 
concerning  whom  it  is  said,  that  "  He  will  come  to 
be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all 
them  who  believe."  And  Mount  Zion  is  the  spot 
of  his  destined  abode  \  "  for  the  Lord  hath  chosen 
Zion,  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation ;"  u  here 
will  I  dwell,  saith  the  Lord,  this  is  my  rest  for 
ever ;"  "  the  place  of  his  throne,  and  the  place  of 
the  soles  of  his  feet,  where  he  will  dwell  among  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever."  (See  Ezekiel  xliii.  7). 

"  His  throne  he  hath  established  there, 
There  fixed  his  loved  abode." 

From  thence  will  he  give  laws  to  all  nations ;  yea, 
to  all  worlds ;  for  his  power  shall  extend  over  all ; 
but  more  immediately  "  he  will  reign  over  the 
house  of  Jacob ;  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
no  end."  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be  the  Son  of 
the  Highest :  "  every  Knee  shall  bow  to  him,  and 
every  tongue  confess  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father." 

"  Let  them  praise  thy  great  and  terrible  name ; 
for  it  is  holy." 

"  Holy  and  reverend  is  his  name ;"  it  is  great 
and  terrible  :  "  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God, 
who  hath  his  dwelling  so  high,  who  humbleth  him- 
self to  behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
that  are  on  earth  f '     This  word,  terrible,  signifies 
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awe-inspiring :  such  was  the  appearance  of  the 
Lord  to  St.  John  in  the  isle  of  Patmos :  when  he 
turned  round,  and  beheld  him,  he  was  overwhelmed, 
by  the  glory  of  that  sight,  and  he  fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead,  t.  e.  he  fainted,  consciousness  departed  from 
him.  So  will  he  appear  to  all  who  shall  approach 
him,  in  the  ages  to  come ;  as  it  is  written  in  the 
68th  Psalm,  "  0  God,  thou  art  terrible  out  of  thy 
holy  places."  Yet  will  the  sight  of  Christ  be  ravish- 
ing, and  unspeakably  glorious,  for  "he  is  the  chief  est 
among  the  tens  of  thousands,  and  altogether  lovely.'9 
"  They  shall  praise  thy  great  and  terrible  name ; 
for  it  is  holy."  "  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of 
Hosts :  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory." 

"  The  King's  strength  also  loveth  judgment." 

As  the  head  of  every  man  is  Christ,  so  the  head 
of  Christ  is  God ;  and  as  our  strength  for  all  things 
cometh  from  Christ,  so  his  strength  cometh  from 
the  Father.  Let  us  not  confound  or  miy  up  the 
Godhead  with  the  manhood  of  Christ :  while  we 
worship  the  Father  as  God,  the  Son  as  God,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  God— one  God  in  three  persons ; 
we  know  also  that  the  Son  has  assumed  a  creature 
form,  in  which  he  has  acted,'  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  ;  (appearing  at  times  as  the  Angel  the 
Lord,  (not  the  Angel  of  the  Lard  as  in  our  trans- 
lation) ;  more  particularly  when  he  became  flesh  of 
our  flesh ;  he  emptied  himself,  and  was  without 
strength,  dependent  on  God  for  all  things ;  and  now 
"  it  hath  pleased  the  Father  that  in  him  should  all  ful- 
ness dwell ;"  that  out  of  his  fulness  all  we  should 
receive.  Thus  will  the  universe  depend  on  the 
Sou  for  all  things,  like  as  the  Son  depends  on  the 
Father.    This  is  then  the  explanation  of  '  the 
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King's  strength ;"  He,  even  the  Eternal  Father, 
whom  the  Son  will  ever  worship  and  adore.  That 
the  King's  strength  loveth  judgment,  the  sacred  re- 
cord abundantly  shews.  "  Thy  word  is  true  from 
the  beginning,  and  every  one  of  thy  righteous 
judgments  endureth  for  ever."  "  Justice  and  judg- 
ment are  the  habitation  of  his  throne ;  mercy  and 
truth  go  before  his  face."  "  He  loveth  righteous- 
ness and  judgment :  the  earth  is  full  of  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord.,r    (Psalm  xxxiii.  5.) 

"  Thou  dost  establish  equity." 

He  will  establish  equity  among  men  :  his  throne 
shall  be  established  in  righteousness :  "  violence  and 
destruction  shall  be  no  more  heard  in  his  land; 
wasting  nor  destruction  within  his  borders."  Thus 
he  saith,  "  I  will  come  near  to  you  to  judgment, 
and  I  will  be  a  swift  witness  against  the  sorcerers, 
and  against  the  adulterers,  and  against  false- 
swearers,  and  against  those  that  oppress  the  hire- 
ling in  his  wages,  the  widow  and  the  fatherless, 
and  that  turn  aside  the  stranger  from  his  right,  and 
fear  not  me,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  All  evil- 
doers will  be  cut  off  immediately  on  his  taking  pos- 
session of  his  throne ;  as  we  read  in  the  101st 
Psalm,  "  I  will  early  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth,  that  I  may  cut  oft'  all  wicked  doers  from  the 
city  of  the  Lord." 

"  Thou  executest  judgment  and  righteousness 
in  Jacob." 


The  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre." 
He  shall  judge  the  people  with  righteousness,  and 
the  poor  with  judgment; '  and  as  in  the  75th  Psalm, 


4<  ' 


248  HE  IS  FAITHFUL  WHO  HATH  PROMISED. 

"  When  I  shall  receive  the  congregation,  I  will 
judge  uprightly ."  u  Thus  in  mercy  shall  the  throne 
be  established,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  it  in  truth,  in 
the  tabernacle  of  David,  judging  and  seeking  judg- 
ment, and  hasting  righteousness."  0,  happy  times, 
with  such  a  ruler,  in  whose  lips  shall  be  a  divine 
sentence ;  and  whose  mouth  shall  not  transgress  in 
judgment!  with  whom  it  will  be  an  abomination 
to  commit  wickedness ;  whose  throne  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  righteousness ;  righteous  lips  shall  be 
his  delight ;  in  the  light  of  his  countenance  shall  be 
life  ;  and  his  favour  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain ! 

"  Exalt  ye  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship  at 
his  footstool ;  for  he  is  holy/' 

"  Who,  in  his  times  shall  shew  who  is  the  blessed 
and  only  potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords."  To  faith,  these  times  are  now  come.  They 
are  so  presented  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  we  may 
live  in  the  realization  of  them.  Thus  did  Abra- 
ham live,  who  is  the  father  of  the  faithful ;  he  saw 
Christ's  day,  and  was  glad ;  not  the  day  of  his  suf- 
fering and  humiliation,  (for  that  was  the  hour  of  the 
I)ower  of  darkness,)  but  the  day,  the  long  day  of 
lis  glory,  when  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of 
Jacob  for  ever :  Abraham  saw  that  day,  afar  off, 
brought  near  to  the  eye  of  his  faith  ;  faith  was  his 
telescope,  which  brought  distant  objects  close  to 
his  observation  ;  he  saw  and  was  glad ;  persuaded 
that  what  God  had  promised,  he  would  surely  per- 
form. In  this  psalm,  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  represent- 
ed as  come  to  his  kingdom,  and  as  the  King  of 
glory,  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  receiving  the  wor- 
ship of  glorified  saints ;  of  angels ;  of  the  whole 
house  of  Israel ;  and  also  of  all  kindreds,  and  tribes, 
and  peoples,  and  tongues ;  for  in  that  day  all  the 
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ends  of  the  earth  shall  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  all 
the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  (come  to  the  place 
of  his  throne  and)  worship  before  him ;  yea,  they 
shall  si'ig  in  triumphant  songs,  and  shall  say,  "  Ex- 
alt ye  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship  at  his  foot- 
stool ;  for  he  is  holy." 

"Moses  and  Aaron  among  bis  priests*  and 
Samuel  among  them  that  call  upon  his 
name." 

There,  in  those  days,  and  at  that  time,  when  his 
throne  shall  be  established  in  righteousness,  upon 
the  earth,  shall  be  seen  Moses  and  Aaron  among 
his  priest  8,  and  Samuel  among  them  that  call  upon 
his  name.  There  also  shall  be  seen  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  holy  prophets ;  the 
glorious  company  of  Apostles ;  the  noble  army  of 
martyrs;  and  all  the  saints  of  God,  small  and  great ; 
all  shall  be  there,  a  royal  priesthood,  ever  offering 
up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  unto  the  Father 
through  the  Son.  If  this  is  not  the  true  meaning 
of  this  passage,  then  of  what  time  is  David  in  spirit 
speaking  ?  When  Moses  and  Aaron  were  his  priests 
Samuel  was  unborn,  and  did  not  live  for  above  four 
hundred  years  thereafter !  yet  they  are  here  spoken 
of  as  being  in  the  same  assembly.  The  time  re- 
ferred to  is  when  Jerusalemvshall  be  the  city  of  the 
freat  king,  and  "  the  Lord  shall  reign  on  Mount 
ion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients 
gloriously."  The  Lord  shall  be  great  in  Zion,  and 
high  above  all  people. 

"  They  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  answered 
them." 

They  shall  call,  and  he  shall  answer ;  while  they 
are  yet  speaking,  he  will  bear ;  he  will  feed  them, 
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and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  waters*  r  and 
their  souls  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden ;  his  de- 
light shall  be  in  them,  and  their  endless  delight 
shall  be  in  him. 

"He  spake  unto  them  in  the  cloudy  pillar; 
they  kept  his  testimonies,  and  the  ordi- 
nance that  he  gave  them.,y 

"  Thou  answeredst  them,  0  Lord  our  God : 
thou  wast  a  God  that  forgavest  them 
though  thou  tookest  vengeance  of  their 
inventions/' 

They  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  answered 
them,  like  as  when  he  spake  unto  them  in  the  cloudy 
pillar;  at  which  time,  they  kept  his  testimonies, 
and  the  ordinance  that  he  gave  them ;  at  that  time, 
0  Lord  our  God  "  when  thou  leddest  thy  people 
through  the  wilderness,"  thou  didst  answer  them ; 
many  times  did  they  provoke  thee  to  anger,  yet 
wast  thou  a  God  that  forgavest  them,  though  thou 
tookest  vengeance  on  their  inventions.  Like  as 
the  Lord,  out  of  the  cloudy  pillar,  spake  face  to 
face  with  Moses,  so  will  he  speak  with  nis  saints  in 
the  ages  to  come ;  "  they  shall  see  his  face,  and  his 
name  shall  be  on  their  foreheads." 

"  Exalf  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship  at  his 
holy  hill :  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  noly." 

To  exalt  him  is  to  give  unto  him  the  glory  due 
unto  his  name,  and  to  worship  him  in  the  beauty 
of  holiness.  We  cannot  add  to  nis  greatness,  neither 
can  his  greatness  receive  any  addition,  for  it  is 
infinite,  but  we  can  declare  his  greatness,  according 
to  the  measure  of  our  knowledge,  and  proclaim  his 
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excellence:  "we  can  speak  of  the  glory  of  his 
kingdom,  and  talk  of  his  power ;"  and  in  thus  shew- 
ing forth' his  praise,  we  do  exalt  the  Lord  our  God. 
Now  in  the  present  dispensation,  it  is  neither  at 
Samaria,  nor  at  Jerusalem,  but  in  every  place  we 
may  worship  the  Father ;  for  "  God  is  a  Spirit,  and 
they  who  (acceptably^  worship  him  must  worship 
him  in  spirit  ana  in  truth ;"  but  in  the  age  to  come, 
which  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  this  Psalm,  sets  before  us, 
as  now  come,  there  is  a  particular  place,  where 
men  ought  especially  to  worship,  and  where  they 
shall  worship  ;  as  it  is  written  in  Isaiah  lxvi.  23, 
"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  (t.  e.  in  the  new  hea- 
vens and  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righte- 
ousness) that  from  one  new  moon  to  another,  and 
from  one  sabbath  to  another,  shall  all  flesh  come 
to  worship  before  me,  saith  the  Lord."  They 
shall  come  to  "Salem,  which  will  be  his  tabernacle, 
and  to  Zion  which  will  be  his  dwelling  place ;"  "  for 
there  will  the  Lord  command  the  blessing,  even 
life  for  evermore."  Truly  this  is  the  holy  hill,  at 
which  they  shall  worship,  and  where  they  shall 
exalt  the  Lord  our  God,  because  the  Lord  our  God 
is  holv,  and  because  he  is  good,  "  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth  for  ever." 


PSALM   C. 

1.  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye 
lands. 

2.  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness;  come  before 
his  presence  with  singing. 

3.  Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God  :  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves :  we  are 
his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture. 

4.  Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and 
into  his  courts  with  praise :  be  thankful  unto  him 
and  bless  his  name. 

5.  For  the  Lord  is  good;  his  mercy  is  ever- 
lasting ;  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations. 

"  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye 
lands." 

We  are  still  supposed  to  be  in  "  the  times  of  re- 
freshing from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  when  he 
hath  sent  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens  received 
(only)  until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things." 
Those  times  are  come,  to  him  who  calleth  things 
that  be  not  as  though  they  were  ;  and  his  gracious 
design  in  thus  speaking  of  them,  as  now  in  being, 
is  to  lift  us  up  to  the  realization  of  them,  as  if  they 
were  present;  that  we  should  look  at  (and  even 
now  live  in)  "  the  things  which  are  not  seen,  and 
are  eternal."  The  King  is  then  come ;  he  sits  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory,  "ruling  the  world  in  righte- 
ousness, and  ministering  judgment  to  the  people  in 
uprightness."     The  earth  which,  when  he  did  rend 
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the  heavens  and  come  down,  he  turned  into  a  bar- 
ren wilderness  for  the  wickedness  of  them  that 
dwell  therein ;  now  that  all  wicked  doers  are  cut 
off,  is  revivified  by  his  presence  :  all  nature  lives 
again,  and  its  productiveness  a  hundred  fold  in- 
creased ;  "  for  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that 
the  mountains  shall  drop  down  new  wine,  and  the 
hills  shall  flow  with  milk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Judah 
shall  flow  with  waters,  and  a  fountain  shall  come 
forth  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  water  the 
valley  of  Shittim.  (Joel  iii.  18.)  "Behold  the 
days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  the  plowman  shall 
overtake  the  reaper ;  and  the  trader  of  grapes  Jiim 
that  soweth  seed ;  and  the  mountains  shall  drop 
sweet  wine,  and  all  the  hills  shall  melt."  (Amos  ix. 
13.)  "  The  Lord  will  give  that  which  is  good,  and 
the  earth  shall  yield  her  increase  ;"  "  the  fruit  of 
the  earth  shall  be  excellent  and  comely,  for  them 
that  are  escaped  of  Israel ;"  and  there  shall  be  a 
remnant  left,  among  all  nations,  as  the  gleaning  of 
grapes,  when  the  vintage  is  past ;  to  whom  the 
Lord  will  be  very  merciful ;  and  they  shall  take 
root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward ;  they  shall 
rapidly  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth  :  a  new 
heart  will  the  Lord  give  them,  and  a  right  spirit, 
and  they  shall  live  under  the  benign  and  peaceful 
reign  of  him  "  whose  fire  is  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace 
in  Jerusalem."  Joy  unceasing  shall  fill  all  hearts, 
and  halleluiahs  shall  be  shouted  in  every  land,  and 
by  every  tongue.  The  Lord  himself  will  be  their 
crown  of  glory,  and  their  diadem  of  beauty ;  and 
then  shall  the  language  of  this  Psalm  be  universal, 
"  Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye  lands." 

?'  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness ;  come  before 
his  presence  with  singing." 


254    ALL  THE  EARTH  SHALL  WORSHIP  HIM. 

"  Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God :  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves:" 

The  king  now  reigns :  he  sits  npon  the  throne  of  his 
holiness :  that  throne  which  is  to  be  for  ever  and  ever, 
from  which  he  shall  never  be  unseated  by  death,  "for 
death  hath  no  more  dominion  over  him ;  for  in  that 
he  -died,  he  died  unto  sin  once;  but  in  that  he  liveth, 
he  liveth  unto  God."  He  was  Lord  of  all,  dejure,  from 
his  resurrection.  He  is  now  Lord  of  all  de  facto  ; 
therefore  let  them  serve  the  Lord  with  gladness, 
and  come  before  his  presence  with  singing. 

"  But  who  is  he  that  is  the  King 

Of  glory  ?     Who  is  this  ? 
The  Lord  of  hosts,  and  none  but  he 

The  Kiug  of  glory  is." 

This  is  he  "  whose  goings  forth  have  been  of  old* 
even  from  everlasting, '  '*  without  begining  of  days, 
or  end  of  life ;"  "who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come, 
The  Almighty."  Know  ye  therefore,  all  people, 
nations,  and  languages,  that  he  who  sittethupon  the> 
throne  of  the  whole  earth,  and  is  in  truth  the  Lord 
our  God,  He  whom  all  are  to  serve  with  gladness* 
and  into  whose  presence  they  are  to  come  with 
singing,  is  Christ.  It  is  he  who  made  us,  and  not  we 
ourselves:  "  by  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are 
in  heaven,  and  that  are  on  earth  ;"  "  all  things  wero 
created  by  him,  and  for  him ;  and  he  is  before  all 
things,  and  by  him  all  things  consist." 

"  We  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  hi* 
pasture." 

All  the  earth  is  his,  and  all  its  inhabitants  are 
now  his  people  :  but  there  is  a  people  high  above 
all  others  in  his  estimation,  even  Israel,  whom  he 
hath  chosen  for  his  own  inheritance,  and  among 
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TrHom  he  dwells.  "  The  Lord  is  the  horn  of  his 
people,  the  praise  of  all  his  saints;  even  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  a  people  near  to  him.  Praise  ye  the 
Lord.  (Psalm  cxlviii.  14.)  They  are,  and  ever 
will  be,  his  peculiar  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pas- 
ture ;  as  it  is  written,  "  So  we,  thy  people,  and 
sheep  of  thy  pasture  shall  give  thee  thanks  for 
ever ;  we  will  shew  forth  thy  praise  unto  all  gene- 
rations."    (Psalm  lxxix.  13.) 


"  Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and 
into  his  courts  with  praise ;  be  thankful 
unto  him,  and  bless  his  name." 

His  gates,  and  his  courts,  how  glorious  they  shall 
be  1  "  for  he  will  beautify  the  place  of  his  sanctuary, 
he  will  make  the  place  of  his  feet  glorious."  "  Walk 
about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her ;  tell  the  towers 
thereof;  mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  and  consider 
her  palaces ;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation 
following ;  for  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and 
ever;  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death."' 
(Psalm  xlviii.  12).  They  shall  enter  into  his  gates 
with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts  with  praise ; 
as  it  is  written,  "  We  have  thought  of  thy  loving- 
kindness,  0  God,  in  the  midst  of  thy  temple ;  ac- 
cording to  thy  name,  0  God,  so  is  thy  praise  unto 
the  ends  of  the  earth ;  thy  right  hand  is  full  of 
righteousness."  (Psalm  xlviii.  9).  They  shall  all  be 
thankful  to  him ;  their  hearts  shall  overflow  with 
love  and  gratitude,  saying,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  0  our 
souls,  and  all  that  is  within  us  bless  his  holy  name." 

"  For  the  Lord  is  good." 

"There  is  none  good  but  One,  that  is,  God;"  "he  is 
good,  and  doeth  good:"  "the  earth  is  full  of  the  good- 
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Hess  of  the  Lord."  His  nature  is  love,  and  it  ex- 
presses itself  in  being  good  to  all ;  his  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works :  yea, 

"  His  mercy  is  everlasting.** 

He  changeth  not,  "  being  without  variableness  or 
shadow  of  turning ;"  therefore  the  mercy  of  the 
Lord  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  and  his  righteousness  unto  children's 
children:  to  such  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  to 
those  that  remember  his  commandments,  to  do 
them."  (Psalm  ciii.  17). 

"  His  truth  endureth  to  all  generations." 

The  possibility  of  a  change  in  God  would  mar 
the  blessedness  of  heaven ;  but  such  an  alloy  will 
never  cloud  the  felicitv  of  his  saints ;  for fc*  his  truth 
endureth  to  all  generations :"  and  tins  word  "  to  all 
generations''  signifies  the  perpetuity  of  our  race. 
There  never  will  be  a  period  in  a  distant  eternity 
when  generations  shall  not  come  into  the  world  : 
of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  mankind  there 
shall  be  no  eud :  each  generation  snail  continue  at 
least  for  a  thousand  years,  "  for  as  the  days  of  a 
tree  shall  be  the  days  of  my  people  ;  and  mine  elect 
shall  long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands.9'  (Isaiah 
lxv.  22.)  But  death  shall  come  at  last,  and  yet  not 
death  ;  4'  for  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither 
sorrow  nor  crying,  for  the  former  things  shall  have 
passed  away."  What  then  ? — That  change,  of 
which,  the  existing  figure,  is  the  transition  from  the 
caterpillar  to  the  butterfly  state ;  a  transition  oc- 
cupying at  most  a  few  days,  in  passing  from  the  ter- 
restrial to  the  celestial  glory,  **  for  the  glory  of  the 
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terrestrial  is  one,  and  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is 
another ;  for  there  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  stars, 
for  one  star  differeth  from  another  star  in  glory." 
But  how  shall  the  earth  support  such  innumerable 
multitudes  ?    In  the  first  place,  there  shall  be  no 
more  sea ;  so  that  the  dry  land  will  be  enlarged  to 
four  times  its  present  dimensions,  and  every  toot  of 
it  productive,  and  of  its  own  accord  yielding  abun- 
dantly, "  for  the  earth  shall  yield  its  increase  ;"  and 
thus  there  will  be  abundant  supply  for  a  population 
a  thousand  times  larger  than  at  present ;  still  if  ge- 
nerations go  on  endlessly  increasing,  it  would  seem 
as  if  there  would  be  a  limit,  when  either  the  earth 
must  be   enlarged  to   hold  its  immeasurably  in- 
creased population,  or  other  orbs,  (probablv  the 
present  planetary  worlds,  at  present  in  a  chaotic 
state,  as  we  know  for  certain  the  moon  to  be,) 
brought  into  connection  with  it.     This  however, 
is  but  speculation ;  our  glorious  Creator,  Redeemer 
and  Lord,  having  not  as  yet  opened  up  to  us  so  far 
into  the  future :  but  undoubtedly  Jupiter  with  his 
moons,  and  Saturn  with  his  ring,  would  certainly  in- 
dicate some  high  purpose,  which  as  yet  is  hid  in 
the  bosom  of  our  God:  for  the  universe  is  yet  but 
in  the  infancy  of  its  existence,   and  may  in  the 
long  run  of  future  ages,  be  peopled  with  creatures, 
all  made  in  the  image  of  God,  even  man,  who  is  the 
visible  image  of  the  visible   God,  for   God  said, 
"  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness  f 
not  as  is  usually  understood  after  his  moral  image, 
but  in  that  likeness  which,  when  the  fulness  of  the 
time  was  come,  he  assumed  to  himself,  and  in 
which  he  had  predetermined  to  dwell  from  eternity; 
•  the  form  in  which  he  would  be  visible  to  all  his 
intelligent  creatures,  "for  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  ful- 
17  vol,  n. 
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ness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  (t.  e.  iu  human  shape 
or  form).  As  the  human  soul  is  within  the  bodv,  and 
yet  the  perfect  man  is  the  soul  and  body  conjoined, 
so  is  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  within  the  body  of 
the  man  Christ  Jesus,  and  that  man  is  the  Son; 
one  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost;  one  God 
blessed  for  ever.  The  scriptures  cannot  be  under- 
stood otherwise  than  by  the  admission  of  a  trinity 
of  persons  in  the  Godhead.  It  is  freely  admitted 
to  te  a  great  mystery  and  far  above  human  com- 
prehension, but  we  are  expected  to  believe  it  be- 
cause plainly  revealed ;  and  much  which  is  at  pre- 
sent hidden,  may  in  after  ages  be  disclosed. 


PSALM   CI. 

1.  I  Will  sing'  of  mercy  and  judgment:  unto 
thee,  0  Lord,  will  I  sing. 

2.  I  will  behave  myself  wisely  in  a  perfect  way. 

0  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  t    I  will  walk 
within  my  house  with  a  perfect  heart 

3.  I  will  set  no  wicked  thing  before  mine  eyes : 

1  hate  the  work  of  them  that  turn  aside ;  it  shall 
not  cleave  to  me. 

4.  A  fro  ward  heart  shall  depart  from  me :  I  will 
not  know  a  wicked  person. 

5.  Whoso  privily  alandereth  his  neighbour,  him 
will  I  cut  off:  him  that  hath  an  high  look  and  a 
proud  heart  will  not  I  suffer. 

6.  Mine  eyes  shall  be  upon  the  faithful  of  the 
land,  that  they  may  dwell  with  me :  he  that  walk- 
eth  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall  serve  me. 

7.  He  that  worketh  deceit  shall  not  dwell  within 
my  house  :  he  that  telleth  lies  shall  not  tarry  in 
my  sight. 

8.  I  will  early  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the  land ; 
that  I  may  cut  off  all  wicked  doers  from  the  city  of 
the  Lord. 


a 


I  will  sing  of  mercy  and  judgment" 


Christ  is  now  enthroned :  (in  whom  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  dwelleth)  negate  upon  the  throne 
of  his  glory :  *•  for  he  shall  bear  the  glory,  and 
shall  sit,  and  rule  upon  his  throne:  and  he  shall 
be  a  priest  upon  his  throne."  (Zech.  vi.  13.)     "  The 
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Lord  (Jehovah)  hath  sworn  and  will  not  repent, 
Thon  art  a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  JMel- 
•  chizedek."  (Psalm  ox.  4) ;  Christ  is  the  speaker  in  this 
as  in  all  the  Psalms :  having  come  to  his  throne,  he 
sings  of  mercy,  which  God  by  him  has  shown  to  the 
redeemed  of  Israel;  and  of  judgment,  which  God  by 
him  has  executed  on  the  nations  whom  he  found 
in  open  rebellion  at  his  appearing. 

"  Unto  thee,  0  Jehovah,  will  I  sing.* 

Christ  is  ordained  to  be  for  ever  the  Father's 
servant ;  whom  he  will  uphold ;  his  elect  in  whom 
his  soul  will  eternally  aelight.  The  Son,  ever 
humbling  himself  to  glorify  the  Father ;  the  Father 
ever  delighting  to  glorify  the  Son  with  that  glory 
whioh  he  had  with  him  before  the  world  was. 
There  is  an  interchange  of  love,  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  which  no  finite 
mind  will  ever  be  able  to  form  an  adequate  con- 
ception :  "  it  is  a  height  without  a  summit ;  a  depth 
without  a  bottom ;  a  breadth  without  a  boundary; 
and  a  length  without  an  end !"  This  is  the  language 
of  the  Son,  "  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord  my  God, 
with  all  my  heart ;  and  I  will  glorify  thy  name  for 
evermore."  (Psalm  lxxxvi.  12.)  And  again,  in  the 
145th  Psalm,  "  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  0  King, 
and  I  will  bless  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever ;  every 
day  will  I  bless  thee,  and  I  will  praise  thy  name  for 
ever  and  ever." 


u 


I  will  behave  myBelf  wisely  in  a  perfect  way." 


This  is  in  accordance  with  his  declaration  in  an- 
other Psalm,  "  I  purpose  when  I  shall  receive  the 
congregation,  that  I  will  judge  uprightly."    That 
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it  is  indeed  the  Son  who  there  speaks,  is  manifest, 
for  he  immediately  adds,  "  the  earth  and  all  the  in- 
habitants thereof  are  dissolved,  I  bear  up  the  pil- 
lars of  it/'  He  then  who  sustains  the  pillars  of  the 
earth,  and  not  the  pillars  of  the  earth  only,  but  the 
"whole  fabric  of  the  universe,  hath  now  received 
the  congregation,  (a  congregation  at  first  small, 
being  but  a  nundrea  and  forty  and  four  thousand, 
but  m  process  of  ages  increasing  to  numberless 
millions)  and  purposes  in  his  heart,  that  he  will  be- 
have himself  wisely  in  a  perfect  way,  agreeably  to 
his  words*  in  the  119th  Psalm,  "  I  tiave  sworn,  and 
I  will  perform  it,  that  I  will  keep  thy  righteous 
judgments."  What  an  example  to  us,  that  we  also 
should  "with  purpose  of  heart,  cleave  unto  the 
Lord."  No  great  undertaking  was  ever  accomplish- 
ed without  a  previous  plan  and  purpose :  thus 
Daniel  and  his  companions  purposed  in  their  heart, 
that  they  would  not  defile  themselves  with  the 
king's  meat :  and  to  what  mighty  events  did  that 
purpose  of  self-denial,  in  the  beginning  of  their 
course,  eventually  lead !  They  became  stronger 
and  stronger,  and  "  their  path  was  as  the  shining 
light,  which  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  per- 
fect day ;"  their  faith  and  confidence  in  God  in- 
creased exceedingly,  so  that  when  the  day  of  trial 
came ;  through  faitn  they  quenched  the  violence  of 
fire,  and  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions;  and  to  Daniel, 
such  visions  and  revelations  from  the  Lord  were 
given  as  have  become  an  occasion  of  joy  and  con- 
solation to  the  people  of  God,  in  all  subsequent 
generations.  When  a  wise  general  conducts  his 
army  into  the  battle-field,  his  plans  are  arranged  as 
to  the  order  of  battle,  and  to  meet  all  possible  con- 
tingencies ;  so  should  the  christian  soldier  enter  in- 
to the  daily  conflict  with  his  threefold  enemy,  the 
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Devil,  the  World,  and  the  Flesh.  He  should  go  out 
from  his  oloset  into  the  arena  of  strife,  clothed  with 
that  invulnerable  armour,  provided  for  him  by  the 
great  Captain  of  his  salvation :  but  as  the  sword  of 
the  warrior  cannot  benefit  him,  while  undrawn  from 
the  sheath,  so  neither  can  the  sword  of  the  Spirit 
which  is  the  word  of  God,  benefit  us,  except  it  be 
used.  Experience  being  gained  from  manifold 
failures  in  past  conflicts,  there  must  be  resolution, 
and  fixedness  of  purpose,  to  "  take  unto  us  the 
whole  armour  of  God ;"  and  "  having  done  all,  to 
stand."  We  must  not  give  way  to  despondency, 
nor  think  that  the  armour  provided  is  insufficient 
to  protect  us  from  falling;  neither  is  there  any 
necessity  for  these  daily  shortcomings,  in  which 
God  is  not  glorified,  but  in  so  far  dishonoured,  hav- 
ing made  a  perfect  provision  for  our  standing  in 
the  conflict,  and  for  our  daily  overcoming,  through 
Christ,  who  is  ever  at  hand  to  strengthen  us.  God 
is  not  glorified  by  our  falls,  but  by  our  victories, 
accomplished  by  his  -  might.  Every  day  is  an 
epitome  of  life;  every  day  therefore  should  be  a 
day  of  victory ;  "  for  to  him  (only)  that  overcometh 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  paradise  of  God."  "  This  is  the  vic- 
tory, which  (daily)  overcometh  the  world,  even 
our  faith :"  for  "  the  just  shall  live  by  faith." 

"  0  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  t" 

This  language  is  expressive  of  the  most  ardent 
love ;  just  as  when  formerly  on  the  earth,  he  said, 
"  My  soul  thirst  eth  for  God,  for  the  living  God, 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God."  So 
now  his  soul  thirsteth  for  his  Father's  presence,  in 
tke  administration  of  his  kingdom." 
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"  I  will  walk  within  my  house  with  a  perfect 
heart." 

"  I  hare  sworn,  and  am  stedfastly  purposed,  that 
I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments,  Christ  begins 
his  administration  with  a  determined  purpose,  that 
uprightness  shall  be  the  habitation  of  his  throne. 
His  house  is  the  house  of  the  kingdom ;  "  the  king- 
dom, and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven/'  is  his  house, "  and  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth  are  his  possession." 
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I  will  set  no  wicked  thiag  before  mine  eyes." 


His  throne  shall  be  established  in  righteousness. 
"  The  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre  :" 
'» thou  lovest  righteousness,  and  hatest  wickedness ; 
therefore  God,  thy  God  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows."  (Psalm  xlv. 
6.)  The  mind  of  Christ  is  perfectly  pure,  and  will 
be  so  for  ever.  "  The  just  Lord  will  not  do  iniquity." 

"  I  hate  the  work  of  them  that  turn  aside ;  it 
shall  not  cleave  to  me." 

When  Israel  entered  into  the  promised  land,  "  the 
Lord  cast  out  the  heathen  from  before  them,  and 
made  them  to  dwell  in  their  habitations ;  and 
divided  them  an  inheritance  by  line ;"  "  yet  they 
tempted  and  provoked  the  Most  High  God,  and 
kept  not  his  testimonies;  but  turned  back  and 
dealt  unfaithfully,  like  their  fathers;  they  were 
turned  aside,  like  a  deceitful  bow :"  therefore  the 
Lord  hated  their  work,  and  gave  them  over  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  path  of  the  just  is 
not  a  crooked  path,  for  their  spirits  are  stedfast 
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with  Grod,  and  their  way  is  ever  onward,  like  the 
sun  in  the  heavens,  whose  course  is  "from  the  end  of 
heaven,  and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it ;  he  re- 
joiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race."  They  that 
receive  seed  into  good  ground  bring  forth  fruit 
with  patience  :  while  seeking  for  glory,  honour, 
and  immortality  they  patiently  continue  in  well- 
doing ;  they  do  not  turn  aside,  like  a  deceitful  bow. 
Having  put  their  hand  to  the  plough,  they  do  not 
look  back ;  "  for  if  any  man  draw  back,  my  soul 
shall  have  no  pleasure  in  him." 

"  A  fro  ward  heart  shall  depart  from  me :  I  wiD 
not  know  a  wicked  person." 

Our  Lord  Jesus  is  supposed  to  have  returned, 
and  now  in  occupancy  of  nis  eternal  throne,  and  is 
here  declaring  wno  shall,  and  who  shall  not  be  suf- 
fered to  dwell  in  his  kingdom.  The  class  or  des- 
cription of  characters  who  shall  have  the  high  hon- 
our of  approaching  him  when  he  comes  in  his  glory, 
is  described  in  the  15th  Psalm,  "Lord,  who  shall 
abide  in  thy  tabernacle  t  Who  shall  dwell  in  thy 
holy  hill  ?  He  that  walketh  uprightly  and  worketh 
righteousness,  and  speaketh  tne  truth  in  his  heart ; 
he  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doeth 
evil  to  his  neighbour ;  in  whose  eyes  a  vile  person 
is  contemned ;  but  he  honoureth  them  that  fear 
the  Lord.  He  that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and 
changeth  not.  He  that  putteth  not  out  his  money 
to  usury,  nor  taketh  reward  against  (i.  e.  to  con- 
demn) the  innocent.  He  that  doeth  these  things- 
shall  never  be  moved."  And  again,  in  the  24th 
Psalm,  the  question  is  asked,  "  Who  shall  ascend 
into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  or  who  shall  stand  in  his 
holy  place  ]"  (Literally,  Zion,  the  place  of  his  in- 
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tended  throne,  where  he  will  dwell  among  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever;.  He  that  hath  clean 
hands  and  a  pure  heart ;  who  hath  not  lifted  up 
his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully.  He 
shall  receive  the  blessing  from,  the  Lord,  and  righte- 
ousness from  the  God  of  his  salvation."  And  where 
shall  he  receive  the  blessing  1  Even  in  Mount  Zion,. 
"for  there  the  Lord  will  command  the  blessing,  even- 
life  for  evermore."  When  Christ  shall  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  his.  glory,  all  wicked  doers  will  be  cut  ofi, 
and  iniquity  shall  hide  its  face  as  ashamed, 

"  Whoso  privily  slandereth  his  neighbour,  him; 
will  I  cut  off." 

Thfr  Lord  will  not  need  to  call  witnesses  to  prove 
the  guilt  of  men,  for  as  now,  so  then,  when  in  his 
kingdom,  all  shall  be  naked  and  open  to  the  eye  of 
him  with  whom  all  have  to  do ;  and  the  secret 
slanderer  will  instantly  be  cut  off;  "  yea,  and  every 
soul  that  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  that  Prophet 
shall  be  cut  off  from  among  the  people ;"  "  for  a 
Prophet  will  the  Lord  your  Grod  raise  up  unto  you, 
(saith  Moses)  like  unto  me,  him  shall  ye  hear  in  all 
things."  These  .words  have  their  full  application 
to  his  second  coming,  when  all  will  hear,  and  all  at 
their  peril  must  obey. 

"  Him  that  hath  a  high  look  and  a  proud  heart 
will  I  not  suffer. 

"He  will  cause  the  arroeancy  of  the  proud  to* 
cease,  and  will  lay  low  the  naughtiness  of  the  ter- 
rible." The  high  look  and  proud  heart  he  will  not 
sufler  or  tolerate  for  a  single  hour. 


n 


266  "  THE  EARTH  IS  THE  LORD'S.3 

"  Mine  eyes  shall  be  upon  the  faithful  of  the 
land,  that  they  may  dwell  with  me." 

"  The  saints  shall  then  possess  the  kingdom."  They 
have  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  and  shall  now 
become  rulers  over  many  things.  "Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of 
your  Lord."  There  will  also  be  a  very  small  rem- 
nant in  mortal  flesh,  who  shall  be  found  faithful  and 
appear  with  him  on  Mount  Zion ;  and  these  are 
here  referred  to  more  particularly ;  the  faithful  of 
the  land,  whom  he  finds  waiting  for  him,  among  the 
tribes  of  Israel ;  "  the  first  fruits  unto  God  and  the 
Lamb,"  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand. 

"  He  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall 

serve  me." 
"  He  that  worketh  deceit  shall  not  dwell  within 

my  house." 

Whatever  pretends  to  be,  but  is  not,  is  deceit, 
and  the  world  is  full  of  it.  The  Lord  said  to  Jere- 
miah, "  Thine  habitation  is  in  the  midst  of  deceit ;" 
and  again,  "  Through  deceit  they  refuse  to  know 
me,  saith  the  Lord ;"  but  the  time  cometh,  when 
deceit  will  not  be  tolerated  in  the  earth ;  when  he 
whose  eyes  of  fire  penetrate  all  hearts  at  one  and 
the  same  instant,  will  not  endure  or  permit  the 
slightest  evasion  or  departure  from  strict  truth :  all 
shall  speak  the  truth  in  love,  and  from  the  heart  ;• 
every  man's  face  will  be  the  true  reflex  of  his  heart. 
When  Christ  was  in  the  world  the  first  time,  he  had 
no  house  or  place  he  could  call  his  own,  in  which  to 
recline  his  head.  When  Christ  shall  come  the 
second  time,  the  whole  earth  shall  be  his  house, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  his  possession : 


HIS  DOMINION  IS  FROM  SEA  TO  SEA.  267 

in  this  his  house  none  shall  be  suffered  to  dwell, 
who  work  deceit,  and  "  he  that  telleth  lies  shall  not 
tarry  in  my  sight :"  every  deviation  from  truth  is 
hateful  to  God.  "  All  liars  shall  have  their  part  in 
the  lake  that  burnetii  with  fire  and  brimstone." 

u  I  will  early  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth." 

These  words  plainly  shew  that  Christ  has  returned 
from  heaven,  and  is  now  sitting  on  the  throne  of 
his  father  David.  Immediately  on  taking  occupancy, 
he  directs  his  attention  to  the  great  work  of  purifi- 
cation, by  the  utter  overthrow  and  destruction  of 
every  sinful  man.  He  will  early  destroy  all  the 
wicked  of  the  earth ;  his  reign  will  begin  with  over- 
whelming judgments,  "wounding  the  heads  over 
many  countries,"  and  "  covering  the  whole  earth 
with  the  slain."  Our  translators  have  used  the 
word  land,  instead  of  earth,  supposing  that  David 
was  the  speaker,  and  that  he  must  mean  the  terri- 
tory whicn  he  governed ;  but  the  proper  translation 
is  as  above,  which  gives  it  a  wide  significancy,  and 
is  in  accordance  with  all  other  scriptures*  where 
Messiah's  dominion  is  declared  to  be  from  "  sea  to 
sea,  and  from  the  rivers  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 
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1.  Hear  my  prayer,  O^Lord,  and  let  my  cry  come 
unto  thee. 

2.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I 
am  in  trouble ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me :  in  the 
day  when  I  call  answer  me  speedily. 

3.  For  my  days  are  consumed  like  smoke,  and 
my  bones  are  burned  as  an  hearth. 

4.  My  heart  is  smitten,  and  withered  like  grass ; 
so  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread. 

5.  By  reason  of  the  voice  of  my  groaning  my 
bones  cleave  to  my  skin. 

6.  I  am  like  a  pelican  of  the  wilderness ;  I  am 
like  an  owl  of  the  desert. 

7.  I  watch,  and  am  as  a  sparrow  alone  upon  the 
house-top. 

8.  Mine  enemies  reproach  me  all  the  day ;  and 
they  that  are  mad  against  me  are  sworn  against  me. 

9.  For  I  have  eaten  ashes  like  bread,  and  mingled 
my  drink  with  weeping, 

10.  Because  of  thine  indignation  and  thy  wrath : 
for  thou  hast  lifted  me  up,  and  cast  me  down. 

11.  My  days  are  like  a  shadow  that  declineth ; 
and  I  am  withered  like  grass. 

12.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  endure  for  ever,  and 
thy  remembrance  unto  all  generations. 

13.  Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion  : 
for  the  time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  set  time,  is 

come. 

14.  For  thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones, 
and  favour  the  dust  thereof. 
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15.  So  the  heathen  shall  fear  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  thy  glory. 

16.  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,  he  shall 
appear  in  his  glory. 

17.  He  will  regard  the  prayer  of  the  destitute, 
and  not  despise  their  prayer. 

18.  This  shall  be  written  for  the  generation  to 
come :  and  the  people  which  shall  be  created  shall 
praise  the  Lord. 

19.  For  he  hath  looked  down  from  the  height  of 
his  sanctuary ;  from  heaven  did  he  behold  the 
earth; 

20.  To  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner;  to 
loose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death ; 

21.  To  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  Zion, 
and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem ; 

22.  When  the  people  are  gathered  together,  and 
the  kingdoms,  to  serve  the  Lord. 

23.  He  weakened  my  strength  in  the  way ;  he 
shortened  my  days. 

24.  I  said,  0  my  God,  take  me  not  away  in  the 
midst  of  my  days :  thy  years  are  throughout  all 
generations. 

25.  Of  old  hast  thou  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands. 

26.  They  shall  perish,  but  thou  shalt  endure; 
yea,  all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a  garment :  as  a 
vesture  shalt  thou  change  them,  and  they  shall  be 
changed : 

27.  But  thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall 
have  no  end. 

28.  The  children  of  thy  servants  shall  continue, 
and  their  seed  shall  be  established  before  thee. 

"  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord,  and  let  my  cry 
come  unto  thee." 
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Again,  we  return  to  the  ecene  of  our  Lcrd's  hu- 
miliation :  "  who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  offered  tip 
prayers  and  supplications,  with  strong  crying  and 
tears,  unto  him  that  was  able  to  save  mm  from 
death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared."  "  The  just 
live  by  faith ;"  properly  speaking,  they  only  do  live, 
while  living  by  faith.  They  who  live  in  pleasure 
(or  by  sense)  are  dead  while  they  (thus)  live.  The 
great  contest  is  between  faith  and  sight ;  hence  we 
are  exhorted  to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith ;"  this 
great  conflict  is  unceasing,  and  they  only  who 
endure  unto  the  end  shall  be  saved.  The  apostle 
Paul  did  so ;  his  conscience  bore  him  witness  in 
the  Holy  Ghost  that  "  he  had  fought  a  good 
fight,  had  finished  his  course ;  had  kept  the  faith :" 
and  the  apostle  St.  John,  writes  that  "  this  is  the 
victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith." 
Now  in  this  mighty  conflict,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
had  no  advantage  over  any  other  man ;  he  saw 
with  his  outward  eyes  just  what  other  men  see ; 
but  he  ever  looked,  not  at  the  the  things  that  are 
seen,  but  at  the  things  that  are  not  seen ;  he  lived 
by  faith ;  and  his  faith  was  perfect.  "  He  believed 
to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living."  When  he  prayed,  there  was  no  outward 
indication  of  the  divine  presence  to  him  any  more 
than  there  is  to  us.  If  he  possessed  any  advantage 
above  us,  then  it  was  no  more  our  battle  which  he 
fought,  but  one  peculiarly  his  own ;  but  truly  he 
came  into  the  great  arena  of  our  conflict,  and  there 
by  faith  in  God,  successfully  conflicted  "with  princi- 
palities and  powers,  with  the  rulers  of  the  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  with  spiritual  wickednesses  in 
high  places."     He  was  a  man  of  prayer,  of  true 

{>rayer,  and  by  prayer  he  prevailed,  and  thus  hath 
eft  us  an  example  that  we  should  tread  in  his 
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steps.  "  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord.*  Many  pray, 
or  at  least  seem  to  pray,  but  with  a  feeble  desire 
for  their  prayers  being  heard  of  God :  they  feel  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  pray,  and  having  done  it  they 
rest  content:  not  so  with  our  Lord;  his  prayers 
and  supplications  were  with  strong  crying  and  tears  ; 
there  was  with  him  the  most  intense  desire  that  the 
ear  of  God  should  be  open  to  his  prayers,  and  that 
his  cry  might  come  unto  him. 

"  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I 
am  in  trouble  :  incline  thine  ear  unto  me : 
in  the  day  when  I  call  answer  me  speedily." 

The  face  of  God  was  most  precious  to  Christ :  it 
was  the  bitterest  ingredient  in  the  cup  which  he 
had  to  drink,  that  his  Father  should  hide  his  face 
from  him.  All  the  other  ingredients  he  patiently 
endured ;  but  this  he  could  not  endure  in  silence, 
but  cried  out  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  "  My  God, 
my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  V9  In  pro- 
portion to  the  love  which  we  bear  to  an  object,  is 
the  degree  of  anguish  felt,  when  that  love  is  not 
reciprocated.  That  object  to  Christ  was  the  living 
God ;  "  my  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth  out  for  the 
living  God."  God  hides  his  face  from  all  that  live 
ungodly ;  but  they  care  not  for  it,  for  they  desire 
not  the  knowledge  of  him,  or  of  his  ways ;  if  he 
would  let  them  alone,  and  not  punish  them  for  their 
evil  doing,  they  would  be  well  content  to  live  for 
ever  without  mm.  But  to  them  who  love  God,  it 
is  different ;  they  mourn  and  are  cast  down,  when 
the  light  of  his  countenance  is  withdrawn ;  and  to 
Christ  who  supremely  loved  God,  this  was  the 
greatest  deprivation.  His  great  solace  in  the  day 
of  his  trouble  was  in  God ;  God  was  his  strong 
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habitation,  to  whom  he  continually  resorted,  and 
into  whose  bosom  he  poured  out  his  griefs  and  his 
sorrows,  and  found  relief :  he  did  not  seek  to  find 
sympathy  from  men,  as  many  do,  and  find  at  best 
that  they  are  Job's  comforters,  who  cannot  assuage 
grief;  but  God  could  and  did  pour  the  balm  of  con- 
solation into  his  wounded  soul 

"  For  my  days  are  consumed  like  smoke,  and 
my  bones  are  binned  as  an  hearth." 

My  heart  is  smitten,  and  withered  like  grass ; 
so  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread." 

By  reason  of  the  voice  of  my  groaning  my 
bones  cleave  unto  my  skin." 

"The  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief," 
alone,  could  thus  speak :  and  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  exaggeration  was  far  removed  from  him, 
how  intense  must  have  been  the  sorrows  of  his 
heart,  which  banished  not  only  the  inclination  for 
food,  but  even  the  memory  of  it.  And  what  kind 
of  groaning  must  that  have  been,  which  would 
make  his  bones  cleave  to  his  skin !  There  never 
was  sorrow  like  unto  his  sorrow.  We  saw  indeed 
his  face,  that  it  was  more  marred  than  other  men  ; 
the  shades  of  grief  were  clearly  depicted  on  his 
countenance,  but  we  understood  not  why.  God 
only  knew  the  profundity  of  his  sorrow ;  into  whose 
bottle  all  his  tears  were  poured.  His  sufferings 
came  to  a  climax  on  the  cross ;  but  all  his  life  long 
"  rivers  of  waters  run  down  his  eyes,  because  men 
kept  not  his  Father's  law." 

"  I  am  like  a  pelican  in  the  wilderness ;  I  am 

like  an  owl  in  the  desert." 
"I  watch,  and  am  as  a  sparrow  alone  upon 

the  house-top." 
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Christ  was  alone  in  the  world;  there  was  no 
man  that  could  at  all  enter  into  his  feelings,  or  par- 
take of  his  sorrows.  His  disciples  indeea  acknow- 
ledged him  to  be  the  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  ;  they  followed  him,  and  loved  him,  and 
drank  in  his  precious  teaching,  which  to  them  was 
as  water  to  a  thirsty  soul ;  still  they  were  all  but 
as  babes  requiring  to  be  fed  with  the  sincere  milk 
of  the  word,  and  had  not  yet  begun  to  know,  or  to 
understand  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings.  Per- 
haps John  the  Baptistjwas  the  man  of  all  others 
that  could  have  formed  some  conception  of  the 
cause  of  the  continual  grief  which  oppressed  him : 
but  God  so  ordered  it,  that  at  no  time  had  he,  John 
for  an  associate  or  a  companion,  for  he  was  re- 
moved when  his  work  was  done.  Thus  was  Jesus 
like  a  pelican  in  the  wilderness ;  lonely  as  an  owl 
in  the  desert,  and  like  the  solitary  sparrow  that 
watcheth,  and  is  alone  upon  the  house-top.  If  an 
angel  had  been  commissioned  to  leave  the  abode 
of  angels,  and  sojourn  for  a  series  of  years  upon 
the  earth,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  wicked  men 
estranged  from  God,  would  he  not  have  felt  the 
loneliness  of  his  position,  and  longed  for  the  period 
of  his  return  to  the  companionship  of  those  pure 
beings  who  ever  delight  to  do  the  will  of  God  1 
How  much  more  him,  who  was  Lord  of  angels,  and 
whose  companionship  had  been  with  the  Father  in 
"the  glory  which  he  had  with  him  before  the 
world  was:"  he  truly  left  the  blissful  regions,  and  be- 
came himself  a  mortal  among  mortals,  "  tempted  in- 
all  points  like  as  mortals  are  tempted."  When  thus 
viewed,  is  it  any  wonder  that  he  should  feel  him- 
self alone  in  the  midst  of  this  evil  world  ?  Yes,  he 
was  alone,  all  alone,  while  struggling  with  difficul- 
ties which  God  only  could  enable  him  to  surmount, 
18  vol.  n. 
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but  by  whose  almighty  aid  he  did  surmount,  for 
"he  through  the  eternal  Spirit  presented  himself 
without  spot  unto  God  ;"  he  overcame,  and  is  now- 
set  down  with  his  Father,  on  his  throne,  "  expecting 
until  his  enemies  are  made  his  foot-stooL" 

"  Mine  enemies  reproach  me  all  the  day." 

Oh,  it  is  hard  to  be  reproached  without  a  cause ! 
Those  only  who  have  experienced  it  can  under- 
stand it :  but  this  comes  but  occasionally  to  the 
people  of  God  :  to  him,  it  was  continual :  his  ene- 
mies reproached  him  all  the  day,  "  they  hated  him 
without  a  cause  :"  "  for  my  love  they  are  mine 
enemies. 

"  And  they  that  are  mad  against  me  are  sworn 
against  me." 

Like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  who  declares  himself  to 
have  been  exceeding  mad  against  the  disciples  of 
the  Lord ;  so  were  tne  scribes  and  pharisees,  and 
multitudes  of  the  people  against  him*  The  devil 
was  the  great  instigator ;  who,  assuming  himself  to 
be  an  angel  of  light,  inflamed  them  with  fiery  zeal, 
persuading  them  that,  in  destroying  him*  they 
would  do  God  service.  How  often  did  they  take 
counsel  together  to  put  him  to  death !  they  were  mad 
against  him,  and  were  banded  together  in  groups, 
they  would  not  be  at  rest  until  his  life  was  cut  oft 
from  the  earth  :  thus  was  "  his  life  continually  in  his 
hand;"  there  was  but  a  step  between  him  and  death. 
He  loved  all,  and  sought  the  salvation  of  all ;  and 
for  his  love  he  was  the  one  object  of  universal 
hatred.  But  their  deep-seated  aversion  was  to  God 
himself,  who  was  in  Christ;  and  whom  they  now  san 
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and  hated ;  "  for  now/'  saith  he,  "  have  they  both 
seen  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Father."  The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  are  in  actual  rebellion 
against  God  their  maker :  the  world  is  at  enmity 
against  God,  as  truly  as  the  angels  that  sinned ; 
and  shall  consequently  be  associated  with  them  in 
their  doom  in  that  day  when  the  great  judge  shall 
pronounce  the  fearful  sentence,  "Depart  from  me, 
ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  hell  fire,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels." 

"  For  I  have  eaten  ashes  like  bread,  and 
mingled  my  drink  with  weeping." 

We  can  understand  how  the  flowing  tears  might 
run  into  and  mingle  with  the  cup  of  water  which 
he  took  to  assuage  hre  thirst,  but  in  his  eating 
ashes  like  bread,  there  is  a  depth  of  grief  to  which 
there  is  not  only  no  parallel,  but  which  quite  passes 
our  comprehension ;  and  yet  it  is  literally  true,  that 
his  soul  was  so  absorbed  and  overwhelmed  by 
grief,  as  to  have  unconsciously  eaten  ashes  for 
bread.  In  whatever  way  he  did  so,  we  are  sure 
that  his  word  is  truth,  and  without  the  slightest 
exaggeration." 

"  Because  of  thine  indignation  and  thy  wrath : 
for  thou  hast  lifted  me  up,  and  cast  me 
down." 

When  God  laid  on  Christ  "  the  iniquities  of  us 
all,"  it  was  a  true  transference ;  our  guilt  was 
really  imputed  to  him,  and  charged  against  him, 
as  if  it  had  been  his  own.  Thus  in  the  40th  Psalm, 
(indisputably  a  Psalm  of  Christ)  he  says,  '*  Innu- 
merable evils  have  compassed  me  about ;  mine 
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iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  so  that  I  am 
not  able  to  look  up  :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs 
of  mine  head ;  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me."  If 
then  God  thus  viewed  his  beloved  Son,  as  the  one 
great  sinner,  on  whose  head  was  chargeable  the 
accumulated  guilt  of  men,  (and  with  (rod,  there 
are  no  make-believes,  but  whatever  is,  is  reality.) 
is  it  any  wonder  that  his  indignation  and  his 
wrath  should  be  heavy  upon  him,  as  he  saith  in 
another  Psalm,  "Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me, 
and  thou  hast  afflicted  me  with  all  thy  waves; 
"  All  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  pass  over  me  ;" 
and  here,  "  Because  of  thine  indignation  and  thy 
wrath,  thou  hast  lifted  me  up,  and  cast  me  down/' 

"  My  days  are  like  a  shadow  that  declineth ; 
and  I  am  withered  like  grass." 

The  shadows  of  death  were  upon  him  ;  as  a  man 
that  hath  no  strength,  prostrated  in  utter  weak- 
ness ;  thus  he  passed  away  like  a  shadow,  when  it 
declineth,  and  like  grass  when  it  is  withered,  and 
the  world  saw  him  no  more. 

"  But  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  endure  for  ever : 
and  thy  remembrance  unto  all  genera- 
tions." 

In  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  in  the  midst  of 
his  agony,  there  was  seen  an  angel  from  hea- 
ven strengthening  him.  But  how  did  the  angel 
strengthen  him  ?  What  were  the  words  which  ne 
employed  to  impart  strength  to  his  soul  1  for  it  waa 
not  his  body,  but  his  soul  which  needed  strengthen- 
ing in  that  most  trying  hour  of  his  eventful  life. 
These  are  the  words  before  us,  by  which  fresh 
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vigour  was  imparted,  and  which  sustained  him  to 
the  bitter  end.  The  angel  strengthened  him,  by 
thus  reminding  him,  "  But  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  en- 
dure for  ever ;  and  thy  remembrance  to  all  gene- 
rations." When  thou  hast  passed  this  bourne,  from 
whence  no  traveller  has  hitherto  returned,  thou,  0 
Lord,  shalt  return,  and  open  wide  its  portals  ;  thy 
flesh  shall  not  see  corruption  ;  on  the  third  day 
thou  shalt  rise  again,  and  thou  shalt  spoil  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  and  make  a  shew  of  them 
openly,  in  the  sight  of  angels,  and  of  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect.  Thou  shalt  come  forth  a 
mighty  conqueror,  abolishing  death,  and  opening 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers.  Within  three 
revolving  suns,  thou  shalt  arise  from  the  dead,  and 
death  shall  have  no  more  dominion  over  thee.  Thou 
shalt  see  thy  brethren,  and  their  hearts  shall  be 
comforted ;  and  within  fifty  days,  thou  shalt  ascend 
on  high,  to  occupy  the  place  of  highest  glory,  for 
thou  shalt  ascend  up  far  above  all  heavens,  and  re- 
ceive a  name  which  is  above  every  name ;  and 
"  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  endure  for  ever ;  and  thy  re- 
membrance shall  be  unto  all  generations." 

"  Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion ; 
for  the  time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  set 
time  shall  come." 

Thus  the  angel  continued  to  strengthen  him, 
pouring  the  balm  of  consolation  into  his  soul,  by 
reminding  him  of  the  joy  set  before  him,  and  thus 
enabled  him  to  endure  the  cross,  and  despise  the 
shame.  We  are  all  actuated  by  motives ;  and  these 
were  the  high  motives  by  which  the  Son  of  God 
himself  was  influenced,  and  by  which  he  witnessed 
a  good  confession  before  Pontius  Pilate,  and  before 
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the  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  to  whom  he  confessed  (al- 
though he  knew  that  the  confession  would  seal  his 
doom)  that  he  was  the  Christ,  and  that  hereafter 
"  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man,  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven." 
Thus  did  the  angel  strengthen  him  mightily  for 
his  last  conflict ;  and  further  reminded  him,  that 
after  he  had  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  his 
Father  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  were  accom- 
plished, and  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things  had 
arrived,  that  then  he  should  arise,  and  have  mercy 
upon  Zion,  for  then  would  the  set  time  have  come 
to  favour  her.  It  is  with  reference  to  this  time, 
that  these  words  are  written,  "  0  that  the  salva- 
tion of  Israel  were  come  to  Zion ;  when  the  Lord 
bringeth  again  the  captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob 
shall  rejoice,  and  Israel  shall  be  glad."  Blessed  be 
God  that  there  is  a  set  time  to  favour  Zion  :  judg- 
ing from  the  signs  of  the  times  it  is  not  distant.  It 
will  form  the  beginning  of  a  new  era.  Then  will  be 
the  resurrection  of  the  just :  then  will  the  Lord 
begin  to  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob,  whose 
kingdom  shall  have  no  end.  The  times  and  the 
seasons  are  in  the  Father's  hands,  and  it  is  his  will 
to  give  certain  indications,  by  which  we  should 
know  whether  the  night  be  far  spent,  and  the 
dawning  of  the  eternal  day  be  near.  The  God  of 
redemption  is  also  the  God  of  nature ;  in  which 
last  we  see  the  exactitude  of  all  his  divine  arrange- 
ments, even  to  a  second  of  time ;  as  for  instance 
the  periodical  eclipses  of  the  sun  and  moon,  are 
known  to  a  minute,  simply  from  the  unfailing  re- 
gularity of  the  motions  of  our  system.  We  pre- 
dict the  future  from  the  knowledge  of  the  past.  If 
the  most  perfect  regularity  did  not  exist  as  to  times, 
and  seasons,  and  days,  and  yeans,  the  whole  social 
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system  would  be  affected,  and  inconvenienced  to 
an  inconceivable  extent ;  but  the  whole  mechanism 
of  the  universe  is  so  perfect,  that  the  slightest  devia- 
tion  from  century  to  century  does  not  take  place. 
He  who  made  and  upholds  all  by  the  word  of  his 
power,  is  the  same  who  is  carrying  out  to  comple- 
tion the  still  greater  work  of  redemption :  and  is 
causing  (although  unobserved)  all  things  in  pro- 
vidence to  work  together  eventually  to  educe  the 
Cnd  consummation,  called  here,  "the  time  to 
our  Zion,"  which  is  the  same  with  "  the  end  of 
the  age,"  (not "  the  end  of  the  world,"  as  our  tran&- 
la tors  have  it.)  When  the  great  Archangel  shall  lift 
up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  swear  by  him  that 
liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  that  there  shall  be  time  no 
longer, — then  will  be  the  time  to  favour  Zion ;  it 
takes  place  at  the  end  of  time.  The  eternal  har- 
mony of  God's  government  has  been  interrupted ; 
the  period  during  which  this  interruption  has  been 
suffered,  is  called,  time,  which  when  ended,  the 
government  of  God  is  resumed  in  the  person  of 
Christ ;  who  will,  after  a  comparatively  bnef  period, 
occupied  in  bringing  all  into  subjection  under  his 
Father,  restore  the  narmony  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment, no  more  to  be  disturbed  in  any  future  age 
however  distant  in  the  annals  of  eternity.  There 
is  in  the  mind  of  the  Eternal  a  set  year,  month, 
week,  and  day,  for  the  appearing  of  the  great  God, 
even  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  rule  (from  hence- 
forth) the  world  in  righteousness;  and  it  will  come 
when  least  expected.  The  history  of  the  past,  as 
exemplified  in  the  scriptures,  clearly  shews  that  all 
events  are  in  his  hands,  and  that  there  has  been  a 
set  time  for  their  fulfilment.  Thus  it  was  with  the 
birth  of  Isaac ;  thus  it  was  with  Joseph's  deliver^ 
ance  from  the  dungeon,  and  his  elevation  to  the 
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right  hand  of  the  throne  of  Pharoah.  Thus  it  was 
with  Israel's  deliverance  from  the  oppression  of 
Egypt,  which  is  specially  noted  as  taking  place  on 
the  exact  day,  of  which  God  had  spoken  to  Abra- 
ham four  hundred  years  before ;  and  (passing  over 
very  many  exemplifications  of  this  great  truth  in 
the  onward  progress  of  Israel's  history,  and  refer 
to  the  greatest  event  in  the  annals  of  mankind) 
thus  it  was  with  the  advent  of  Christ,  and  with  the 
date  of  his  crucifixion,  as  foretold  in  Daniel,  "  After 
threescore  and  two  weeks  (of  years)  shall  Messiah 
be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himself."  To  accomplish 
this  prophecy  at  the  predicted  date,  required  of 
necessity  the  fulfilment  of  all  its  concomitant  cir- 
cumstances, and  which  all,  from  the  same  cause, 
required  a  set  time.  There  is  nothing  left  to  blind 
chance ;  but  all  events  which  have  occurred,  and 
shall  occur,  do  take  place  in  exact  conformity  with 
the  pre-arrangement,  or  ioreordination  of  God ;  and 
at  the  same  time  allowing  the  fullest  scope  to  the  free 
agency  of  men :  a  problem  which  man  cannot  now 
solve,  but  which  he  is  commanded  to  believe,  for  God 
hath  spoken  it,  and  will  hereafter  open  up  to  us. 

"  Thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and 
favour  the  dust  thereof." 

This  is  literally  true;  the  servants  of  God  de- 
light to  view  (and  if  they  cannot  view,  to  contem- 
plate in  imagination)  the  locality  which  is  destined 
to  be  the  scene  of  such  wonders,  "  Glorious  things 
are  spoken  of  thee,  thou  city  of  God."  The  place 
where  the  Lord  lay,  was  an  object  of  curiosity  and 
of  deep  interest  to  angels,  to  the  inspection  of  which 
they  invited  the  children  of  men ;  for  thus  said  the 
angel  to  the  women  on  that  eventful  morning,  "  He 
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is  not  here,  but  is  risen,  as  he  said,  Come,  see  the 
place  where  the  Lord  lay."  So  likewise  is  Zion  an 
object  of  profound  interest  to  all  who  look  for  "  the 
Redeemer  to  come  to  Zion,  and  to  them  who  turn 
from  transgression  in  Jacob."  Not  the  erections 
which  presently  appear,  but  the  locality,  and  the 
surroundings  of  that  locality  form  the  objects  of 
deepest  interest  and  lively  anticipation ;  for  as- 
suredly he  will  first  tread  tne  earth  on  or  about  the 
Elace  from  whence  he  ascended,  and  thence  to  his 
eloved  Zion ;  "  This  Jesus,  who  is  taken  up  from 
you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye 
nave  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  It  was  called  the 
"  holy  city"  after  our  Lord  was  crucified,  not  on 
account  of  its  past  associations*  but  because  it  is 
destined  to  be  so  through  eternal  ages ;  after  the 
Lord  shall  come  and  constitute  it  the  capital  of  his 
kingdom,  i.e.  the  capital  of  the  world  ;  when  it  shall 
indeed  be  the  "  perfection  of  beauty,  and  the  joy 
of  the  whole  earth." 


a 


The  heathen  shall  fear  thy  name,  0  Lord, 
and  all  the  Jongs  of  the  earth  thy  glory." 


The  dialogue  is  still  supposed  to  be  carried  on 
between  our  Lord  and  the  angel,  (who  appeared 
from  heaven  strengthening  him,)  and  continues  to 
the  end  of  the  Psalm.  "  His  Father  will  give  to  him 
the  heathen  for  his  inheritance  ;"  and  they  shall 
fear  his  name ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Thou  hast  made 
me  the  head  of  the  heathen ;  a  people  whom  I 
have  not  known  shall  serve  me ;  as  soon  as  they 
hear  of  me,  they  shall  obey  me  ;  the  strangers  shall 
submit  themselves  to  me."  Of  all  this  the  angel 
would  remind  him,  as  in  effect  he  does,  viz. — that 
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all  the  ends  of  the  earth  would  come  and  worship  be- 
fore him;  yea,  all  kings  would  fall  down  before 
him ;  and  all  nations  would  serve  him. 

"  When  thou,  Lord,  shalt  build  up  Zion,  thou 
shalt  appear  in  thy  glory." 

Now,  though  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  the 
day  will  come  when  thou  shalt  appear  in  thy  glory, 
and  all  thine  enemies  shall  be  ashamed ;  they  shall 
be  ashamed  and  sore  vexed ;  they  shall  return,  and 
be  ashamed  suddenly  :  in  that  day  thine  eyes  shall 
see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle 
which  shall  not  be  taken  down  ;  and  thy  rest  shall 
be  glorious.  Thus  shalt  thou  say  to  the  high  priest 
when  he  shall  adjure  thee  as  to  whether  thou  be 
the  Christ,  "  I  am,  and  hereafter  ye  shall  see  the 
Son  of  man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven."  All  this  shall  be 
realized ;  and  further,  "  Thou  shalt  see  of  the  travail 
of  thy  soul,  and  shall  be  satisfied." 

"  Thou  wilt  regard  the  prayer  of  the  destitute, 
and  wilt  not  despise  their  prayer." 

When  the  King  of  kings  shall  sit  on  his  throne, 
"he  will  deliver  the  needy  when  he  crieth,  the  poor, 
and  him  that  hath  no  helper ;"  "  for  a  Father  of  the 
fatherless,  and  a  judge  of  the  widows  is  God  iu  his 
holy  habitation.  God  setteth  the  solitary  in  families, 
and  bringeth  out  those  that  are  bound  with  chains." 

"  This  shall  be  written  for  the  generation  to 
come ;  the  people  which  shall  be  created 
shall  praise  the  Lord." 
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When  the  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  he  finds 
prepared  to  meet  him  a  poor  and  an  afflicted  peo- 
ple ;  a  "  very  small  remnant,"  as  compared  with  the 
multitude  by  whom  he  should  have  been  welcomed 
when  "  coming  in  the  name  of  the  Lord"  to  be 
their  ruler.  Yet  this  is  "  the  seed  that  shall  serve 
him,  and  be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a  genera- 
tion." They  shall  declare  his  righteousness  unto  a 
people  that  shall  be  born,  i.  e.  to  the  next  genera- 
tion ;  and  the  next  generation  to  the  generation 
following,  and  so  on  to  successive  generations :  and 
the  people  (of  each  and  of  all  generations)  which 
shall  be  created  shall  praise  the  Lord ;  for  this  is 
my  covenant  with  them  that  turn  from  transgres- 
sion in  Jacob,  saith  the  Lord ;  "  My  Spirit  that  is 
upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy 
mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of 
the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy 
seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth,  and 
for  ever."  "  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear." 

"For  thou,  Lord,  shalt  look  down  from  the 
height  of  thy  sanctuary  :  from  heaven 
shalt  thou  behold  the  earth." 

"  To  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner :  (and 
shalt  come  down)  to  loose  those  that  are 
appointed  to  death." 

"  (That  they  may  come  and)  declare  thy  name, 
0  Lord,  in  Zion,  and  thy  praise  in  Jerusa- 
lem." 

"  When  the  people  are  gathered  together,  and 
the  kingdoms  to  serve  (thee)  the  Lord." 

When  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  he  as- 
cended on  high,  far  above  all  heavens,  that  he 
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might  fill  all  things.  A  minister  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  of  the  true  tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitched, 
and  not  man  ;  there,  in  the  height  of  his  sanctuary, 
he  sits,  while  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him. 
But  though  thus  exalted  and  adored,  he  is  not  an  in- 
attentive observer  of  what  is  doing  in  the  earth, 
for  he  hath  "  the  seven  horns,  and  seven  eves, 
which  are  the  seven  spirits  of  God,  sent  forth  into 
all  the  earth."  He  sees,  and  knows  all  things  that 
are  going  on,  and  overrules  all  events,  for  the 
furtherance  of  his  great  designs.  He  looks  for- 
ward with  great  desire  to  the  time  to  favour  Zion, 
and  to  have  mercy  on  his  long  lost  but  dearly  be- 
loved Israel ;  and  he  will  appear  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment, when  antichrist  (the  fierce  king  and  cruel* 
lord,  who  openeth  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners) 
shall  have  led  them  into  captivity,  and  immured 
them  in  dungeons.  The  Lord  shall  deliver  them 
out  of  his  hands.  "  Now  will  I  arise,  saith  the 
Lord,  I  will  set  them  in  safety  from  him  that  puf- 
feth  at  them ;"  and  as  in  Isaiah  1.  24,  "  Shall  the 
prey  be  taken  from  the  mighty,  or  the  lawful 
captive  delivered  1  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  The 
captives  of  the  mighty  shall  be  taken  away,  and 
the  prey  of  the  terrible  (fierce  and  cruel)  shaU  be 
delivered,  for  I  will  contend  with  him  that  con- 
tendeth  with  thee,  and  I  will  save  thy  children, 
and  I  will  feed  them  that  oppress  thee,  with  their 
own  flesh,  and  they  shall  be  drunken  with  their 
own  blood,  as  with  sweet  wine  :  and  all  flesh  shall 
know  that  I,  the  Lord,  am  thy  Saviour,  and  thy 
Redeemer,  the  Mighty  one  of  Jacob."     To  his 

Seople  Israel,  he  shall  thus  address  himself  in  that 
ay.  (Isaiah  li.  12.)  "  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  com- 
forteth  you  ;  who  is  he,  (antichrist)  that  thou 
shouldst  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the 
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son  of  man,  that  shall  be  made  as  grass,  and  hast 
feared  continually  every  day,  because  of  the  fury 
of  the  oppressor  ?"  In  that  day,  the  captive  exile 
will  hasten,  that  he  may  be  loosed,  and  that  he 
should  not  die  in  the  pit.  The  Lord  himself  will  hear 
the  cry  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  defiance  of  their 
gaolers  will  set  them  free ;  he  will  (literally)  say  to 
the  prisoners,  "  Go  forth ;  and  to  tnem  that  are  in 
darkness,  Shew  yourselves  ;  and  so  will  bring  them 
to  his  holy  habitation  ;  then  shall  it  be  said,  "  Sing, 
O  heavens,  and  be  joyful,  0  earth,  and  break  forth 
into  singing,  0  mountains,  for  the  Lord  hath  com- 
forted his  people,  and  will  have  mercy  on  his 
afflicted."  Thus  will  he  hear  the  groaning  of  the 
prisoners ;  and  like  as  when  he  appeared  to  Moses 
at  the  bush,  and  said,  "  I  have  seen  the  affliction 
of  my  people,  and  am  come  down  to  deliver  them ;" 
so  will  ne  then  come  down,  and  will  loose  those 
that  are  appointed  to  death,  and  they  shall  go  to 
Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward  ;  and  when  they 
reach  it,  they  will  sorrow  no  more  for  ever.  "  They 
will  declare  thy  name,  0  Lord,  in  Zion,  and  thy 
praise  in  Jerusalem,  when  the  people  are  gathered 
together." 

"  And  the  kingdoms  to  praise  the  Lord." 

The  22nd  verse  clearly  establishes  the  precise 
period  when  these  things  shall  be  ;  an  entirely  new 
order  of  things  shall  be  introduced,  when  the  Lord 
shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  ;  then  shall 
the  people  of  all  nations  be  assembled  periodically, 
and  shall  bow  down,  and  worship  the  God  of  Israel, 
no  more,  as  now,  invisible,  but  seen  and  adored ; 
44  all  nations  shall  be  blessed  in  him,  and  all  nations 
shall  call  him  blessed." 
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"  He  weakened  my  strength  in  the  way ;  he 
shortened  my  days.  I  said,  O  my  God, 
take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my 
days." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Psalm  from  the 
1st  to  the  end  of  the  11th  verse,  is  a  prayer  of  Jesus 
in  the  dayB  of  his  flesh,  in  the  hour  of  deep  affliction, 
most  probably  on  that  night,  and  at  that  time 
when  in  an  agony  the  prespiration  poured  from  his 
body,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood.  The  only 
part  of  his  prayer  recorded,  is  the  utterance, 
"  Father  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me ;" 
but  it  is  evident  from  concurrent  circumstances, 
and  from  the  time  occupied,  that  it  must  have  been 
a  prayer  of  considerable  length,  and  of  great  fer- 
vour; "and  there  appeared  an  angel  from  hea- 
ven strengthening  him."  The  strength  chiefly  re- 
quired was  motive  power ;  setting  before  him  the 
glory  which  should  follow,  when  he  should  have 
drunk  the  cup  which  his  Father  had  given  him ; 
and  we  have  supposed  that,  as  a  third  party  (not 
the  Father  himself)  is  evidently  introduced,  and  ad- 
dresses the  son  from  the  12th  to  the  end  of  the  22nd 
verse;  this  really  is  the  angel's  address  to  him  on 
that  occasion,  whereby  our  Lord  Jesus  was  so 
mightily  strengthened,  that  from  that  moment  up 
until  the  bitter  end,  we  find  him  quite  renewed  ana 
invigorated,  so  that  he  was  now  fully  armed  to 
endure  the  cross,  and  despise  the  shame,  for  the 
joy  that  was  set  before  him.  It  appears  from  this 
verse,  that  the  colloquy  between  him  and  the  angel 
had  not  quite  concluded ;  one  last  pang  comes  over 
him,  consequent  on  the  near  approach  of  death. 
To  the  angel  he  says,  "  He  nas  weakened  my 
strength  in  the  way ;"  and  to  his  Father  he  praya, 
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"  0  my  God,  take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my 
days."  The  reply  of  the  angel  bo  strengthens  him, 
that  he  rises  up  from  prayer,  awakens  his  sleeping 
disciples,  and  at  once  sets  his  face  as  a  flint  to  en- 
counter his  enemies,  who  "  come  upon  him  to  eat  up 
his  flesh,"  but  who  in  the  first  instance  stumbled 
and  fell,  to  shew  that  the  surrender  of  himself  was 
voluntary,  and  that  he  laid  down  his  life  of  himself; 
M  no  man  taketh  it  from  me,  I  have  power  both  to  lay 
it  down,  and  to  take  it  again  ;  this  commandment 
have  I  received  of  my  Father/'  Thus  surprising 
was  the  change  produced  on  him  from  bis  entrance 
into  the  garden,  when  he  said  to  his  disciples,  "  My 
soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death ;" 
unto  that  moment  when  he  boldly  went  forth  to 
meet  his  enemies,  and  said.  "Whom  seek  ye?" 
The  words  which  the  angel  addressed  to  him  ara 
as  follows,  in  reply  to  his  words,  "  He  hath  shortened 
my  days/'  [Remember,  0  Lord,  (for  he  is  the  Lord 
of  angels)] — 

"  Thy  years  are  throughout  all  generations." 

"  Of  old,  thou  hast  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth :  and  the  heavens  are  the  work  of 
thy  hands." 

"  They  shall  perish,  but  thou  shalt  endure ; 
yea,  all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a  gar- 
ment: as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  change 
them,  and  they  shall  be  changed." 

"  But  thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall 
have  no  end*" 

This  is  not  David  worshipping  God ;  neither  is 
it  the  language  of  Christ  as  addressed  to  his  Father, 
but  as  we  have  said,  it  is  a  third  party  speaking  to 
Christ,  comforting  and  strengthening  him  in  the 
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hour  of  trial :  he  reminds  him,  that  although  his 
days  in  this  mortal  life  are  shortened,  it  is  but  for 
a  moment ;  so  short  shall  it  be,  that  his  flesh  when 
dead  shall  not  continue  dead  so  long  as  to  see  cor- 
ruption ;  that  the  sun  shall  only  set  twice  when  he 
shall  rise  again,  not  in  weakness,  but  in  power,  not  in 
a  natural  body,  subject  again  to  death,  But  in  a  spiri- 
tual body,  capable  of  penetrating  through  all  na- 
tural bodies,  and  winging  its  passage  to  the  highest 
heavens ;  and  that  being  restored  to  life,  he  shall 
live  for  evermore,  and  possess  the  keys  of  hell  and 
death,  for  the  infinite  benefit  of  all  nis  followers : 
that  his  years  shall  be  throughout  all  genera- 
tions. In  addition  to  all  this,  the  angel  reminds 
him  of  his  great  and  glorious  origin  ;  he  brings  to 
his  recollection  the  glory  which  he  had  with  the 
Father,  before  the  world  was,  and  that  his  goings 
were  of  old  from  everlasting ;  he  strengthens  him 
by  bringing  into  his  view  the  wonderful  fact,  that 
although  now  in  the  extreme  weakness  of  afflicted 
humanity,  yet,  by  hi*u  of  old  were  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  laid,  and  that  the  heavens  were  the 
work  of  his  hands,  according  as  it  is  written,  "  For 
God  created  all  things  by  Jesus  Christ."  And 
again,  "  For  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and 
for  him,  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  consist."  They  indeed  (in  their  present 
form)  shall  perish,  or  rather  shall  be  changed ;  for 
they  shall  only  perish  in  the  sense  in  wnich  the 
world  perished  that  was  before  the  flood ;  they 
shall  be  changed,  and  so  mightily  improved  in  their 
vast  organization,  as  to  need  through  an  endless 
eternity  no  further  change  or  alteration, — "  a  king- 
dom that  cannot  be  moved."  But  from  the  hour 
of  thy  rising,  and  which  is  only  three  days  distant 
from  this  hour,  no  further  change  will  ever  be  pos- 
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to  thee ;  nor  the  slightest  fluctuation  in  thine  end- 
less course  of  glory :  thou  shalt  be  the  same,  and 
thy  years  shall  have  no  end."  To  put  the  matter 
beyond  doubt  as  to  the  truth,  and  justice  of  this 
interpretation,  the  apostle  Paul  confirms  it  expressly 
in  the  1st  chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  quoting  the  en- 
tire passage,  and  applying  it  to  the  Son,  as  being 
addressed  to  him.  "  Witnout  controversy,  great  is 
the  mystery  of  godliness :  God  was  manifest  in  the 
flesh,  justified  in  the  spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached 
unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  re- 
ceived up  into  glory*" 


19  vol.  n. 


PSALM  cm. 

1.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul;  and  all  that  is 
within  me,  bless  his  holy  name. 

2.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits : 

3.  Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities;  who  healeth 
all  thy  diseases ; 

4.  Who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction  ; 
who  crowneth  thee  with  loving-kindness  and  ten- 
der mercies ; 

5.  Who  satisfieth  thy  month  with  good  things ; 
so  that  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the  eagle's. 

6.  The.  Lord  executeth  righteousness  and  judg- 
ment for  all  that  are  oppressed. 

7.  He  made  known  nis  ways  unto  Moses,  his 
acts  unto  the  children  of  Israel. 

8.  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  slow  to 
anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy. 

9.  He  wul  not  always  chide ;  neither  will  he 
keep  his  anger  for  ever. 

10.  He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins,  nor 
rewarded  us  according  to  our  iniquities. 

11.  For  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him. 

12.  As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  hath 
he  removed  our  transgressions  from  us. 

13.  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the 
Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him. 

14.  For  he  knoweth  our  frame ;  he  remembereth 
we  are  dust. 
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15.  As  for  man,  his  days  are  as  grass ;  as  a  flower 
of  the  field,  so  he  flourisheth  : 

16.  For  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone ; 
and  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more. 

17.  But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlast- 
ing to  everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  him,  and  his 
righteousness  unto  children's  children ; 

18.  To  such  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  to  those 
that  remember  his  commandments  to  do  them. 

19.  The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the 
heavens ;  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

20.  Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that  excel  in 
strength,  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkening 
unto  the  voice  of  his  word. 

21.  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts ;  ye  minis- 
ters of  his,  tnat  do  his  pleasure. 

22.  Bless  the  Lord,  all  his  works,  in  all  places  of 
his  dominion :  bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is 
within  me,  bless  his  holy  name." 

A  Psalm  of  thanksgiving.  The  Son  of  God  now 
strengthened  by  the  angel,  breaks  forth  into  ex- 
clamations of  joy  and  thanksiving  unto  "his  Father, 
and  our  Father,  unto  his  God  and  our  God."  "  Bless 
the  Lord,  0  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is  within  me,  (i.e. 
all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  my  being)  bless  his 
holy  name," 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits." 

Our  goodness  extendeth  not  to  him,  we  cannot 
render  him  any  recompense,  for  what  have  we  that 
we  have  not  received  ?  but  we  can  bless  his  holy 
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■name,  and  he  is  satisfied,  when  we  appreciate  his 
goodness,  and  love  him  as  the  great  Donor:  love  and 
gratitude  find  vent,  in  blessing  and  in  praising  him, 
who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ;  "  bless  the 
Lord,  0  our  souls,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits." 

"  Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities." 

On  Jesus  lay  the  whole  burden  of  the  world's 
guilt.     God  was  not  obliged  to  pardon  men ;   he 
might  have  left  them  all  to  perish;  as  he  has  done 
the  angels  who  sinned;  but  the  great  Mediator 
interposed,  and  said,  I  will  go  down,  and  be  ac- 
countable for  all  their  transgressions  against  thee, 
and  thou  wilt  accept  the  offering  up  of  my  body 
without  spot,  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice,  and  so  for- 
give their  iniquities.     This  has  been  done,   and 
now  the  command  is,  to  publish  among  all  nations 
forgiveness  of  sins  in  his  name,  as  it  is  written,  "  We 
declare  unto  you  glad  tidings,  how  that  through  this 
man  is  preached  unto  you  forgiveness  of  sins."  This 
is  the  gospel ;  not  the  forgiveness  of  sins  on  the 
stipulated  condition  of  believing  on  Christ,  but  the 
naked  fact,  apart  from  all  conditions.     The  pro- 
clamation is,  that  Christ  was  made  a  sin  offering  for 
us,  and  as  such  accepted  of  God,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  that  offering,  sin  is  not  now  imputed ; 
therefore  let  every  man  "  reckon  himself  to  be  dead 
indeed  unto  sins,  but  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord."     To  every  man  it  should  be  de- 
clared, that  his  sins  are  forgiven,  and  that,  along 
with  forgiveness,  there  has  come  from  God  a  pro- 
mise of  eternal  life.    This  is  an  unfettered  gospel, 
clogged  with  no  conditions,  whereby  to  keep  men 
still  in  bondage,  but  is  free  to  all,  as  the  air  which 
surrounds  us ;  and  so  becomes  indeed  good  news 
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(as  announced  by  the  angel  to  the  shepherds,)  "  Lo, 
I  bring  yon  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  whicn  shall 
be  to  all  people,  for  unto  you  (i.e.  unto  all)  is  born 
a  Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord."  The  term  itself, 
"  Saviour,"  implies  remission  of  sins ;  and  every 
man  who  so  believes  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  viz  :— of  that  which  was  truth  antecedent 
to  his  believing  it,  but  which  being  believed,  purifies 
the  conscience  of  its  load  of  guilt,  sets  the  mind  at 
rest,  gives  peace  with  God,  reconciles  the  heart  to 
him,  i.e.  brings  back  again  the  lost  affections,  de- 
livers from  the  fear,  or  dread,  or  terror  of  death, 
and  opens  up  the'  glorious  prospect  of  a  bright  im- 
mortality beyond  death  and  the  grave,  ijet  no 
man  suppose  that  this  doctrine,  freely  and  uncon- 
ditionally preached,  will  lead  to  licentiousness ;  as  it 
ever  has,  and  ever  will  have  the  opposite  effect,  for 
"  it  is  the  power  of  God  untp  salvation  to  every  one 
who-  believeth."  It  is  a  doctrine  repugnant  to  the 
proud  heart  of  man  in  his  natural  state,  for  it  pro- 
claims him  a  sinner,  and  unable  of  himself  to  save 
himself.  No  man  can  reeeive  it  without  under- 
standing the  why  and  the  wherefore ;  and  this 
openfrupthe  wondrous  explanation  that  "  God  so 
dearly  loved  the  world,  as  to  make  his  own  son  a 
propitiation  for  their  sins/'  They  who  believe,  do 
of  course  reap  all  the  benefits ;  they  know  that  their 
sins  are  blotted  out,  and  that  there  is  no  con- 
demnation ;  they  look  forward  with  assured  con- 
fidence, knowing  that  God  is  pacified  toward  them, 
and  is  well  pleased  for  "  his  righteousness'  sake  ;" 
(for  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness 
to  every  one  that  believeth)  their  ideas  of  God  be- 
come changed  entirely,  so  that  instead  of  viewing 
him  as  a  hard  master,  or  frowning  judge,  as  they 
did  when  lying  under  the  burden  of  guilt  upon 
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their  conscience,  they  see  in  him  a  loving  Father, 
and  are  prepared  in  truth,  not  in  vain  formality, 
to  address  him  as  "  Our  Father  who  art  in  hea- 
ven," &c.  their  views  both  of  the  present  and  future 
undergo  a  great  transformation  ;  things  present  for- 
merly deemed  of  great  importance,  are  now  con- 
sidered as  trifles;  and  whereas  all  was  darkness 
and  gloom  beyond  the  portals  of  death,  bright 
visions  arise  of  glory,  honour,  and  immortality. 
Thus  it  is  with  all  who  believe,  i.e.  who  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  But  a  new  ground  of 
condemnation  arises  against  all  who  continue  in 
unbelief.  They  perish  for  the  same  reason,  and 
on  the  same  ground,  that  the  Israelites  perished  in 
the  wilderness, — because  of  their  unbelief.  It  is 
the  damning  sin ;  for  when  the  Lord  had  com- 
manded this  gospel  to  be  preached  among  all 
nations,  he  added,  that  "  he  that  believeth  (it)  shall 
be  saved,  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned;" 
and  "  this  is  the  ground  or  cause  of  the  condem- 
nation, that  light  (or  truth)  has  come  into  the 
world,  but  men  love  darkness  (or  error)  rather 
than  the  light  of  truth  because  their  deeds  are  evil :" 
desiring  to  continue  in  their  evil  courses,  they  re- 
ject that  by  which  they  would  be  delivered  from 
them ;  for  "  unto  vou  first,"  said  Peter  to  the  Jews, 
"  God  hath  sent  his  Son,  to  bless  you,  in  turning 
every  one  of  you  away  from  his  iniquities."  The 
truth  received,  does  turn  men  effectually  from  "  evil 
to  good,  from  lying  to  speak  righteousness ;"  and 
this  change  is  productive  of  real  happiness  or  bles- 
sing ;  but  the  truth  rejected  leaves  men  still  "in  the 
gall  of  bitterness  and  bond  of  iniquity ;"  a  moral 
poison,  which  in  the  end  must  prove  the  worm 
which  dieth  not,  and  entail  on  body  and  soul  the  fire 
which  never  shall  be  quenched* 
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"  Who  healeth  all  thy  diseases." 

All  disease  is  penal,  and  proceeds,  by  permission 
of  God,  from  the  Devil ;  and  so  our  Lord  Jetus, 
when  he  came  and  preached  the  dad  tidings,  he 
healed  all  manner  of  sickress,  and  all  manner  of 
disease  among: the  people;  for  it  iB  written,  that 
"  he  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that 
were  oppressed  of  the  devil ;"  all  their  sicknesses 
and  all  their  infirmities  were  brought  upon  them 
and  are  brought  upon  men,  to  this  day,  by  the  great 
adversary  of  mankind*  Thus  our  Lord,  in  healing 
the  woman,  who  was  bowed  together,  and  who  could 
in  no  wise  lift  up  herself,  said,  "  Ought  not  this 
woman,  being  a  daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan 
hath  bound,  fo,  tJiese  eighteen  years,  to  be  healed  of 
this  her  infirmity  on  the  sabbath  day."  All  disease 
disappeared  at  his  touch,  or  by  the  word  of  his 
mouth,  for  the  reason  ascribed,  "  Because  himself 
took  our  infirmities,  and  bare  our  sicknesses."  Do 
we  argue  against  facts  ?  Why,  if  sins  universally 
are  forgiven,  does  disease  continue  and  abound  in 
all  the  earth  ?  Disease  continues  because  of  un- 
belief, for  it  is  recorded  of  him,  that  when  in  Na- 
zareth (his  own  country)  "  he  could  not  do  many 
mighty  works  because  of  their  unbelief."  If  men 
believed  indeed  that  the  blood  oi  Jesus  Christ  has 
cleansed  them  from  all  sin,  and  knew  their  "  com- 
pleteness in  him  who  is  the  head  of  all  principality 
andpower,"  they  would  be  as  secure  from  disease 
as  Christ  was,  who  walked  in  the  midst  of  all  kinds 
of  infectious  complaints,  and  yet  was  unharmed  by 
any.  If  the  experience  of  modern  christians  differ 
from  this,  it  should  not  be  so ;  but  in  any  case, 
Christ  is  as  near  as  he  was  in  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
and  all  appeals  to  him  will  be  as  readily  attended  to, 
for  "  he  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever." 
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44  Who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction/' 

Christ  said,  "  Destroy  this  temple,  and  in  three 
days  I  will  raise  it  up ;"  he  spake  of  the  temple  of 
his  body ;  he  had  power  to  lay  down  his  life,  and 
he  had  power  to  take  it  again ;  this  commandment 
he  received  of  the  Father.  On  the  third  day  after 
they  destroyed  the  temple  of  his  body,  he  did  raise 
it  up,  to  die  no  more ;  and  what  he  did,  he  did  for 
us,  he  rose  again  that  he  might  raise  us  also.  It 
was  not  a  great  feat  performed  on  his  own  behalf, 
but  on  ours,  (yours  and  'nine,  0  sinner,  whoever 
thou  art,  that  readest  these  words)  and  thus  it  is, 
that  he  hath  redeemed  our  life  from  destruction ; 
not  by  averting  destruction  (in  the  first  instance,) 
but  (like  the  fabled  phoenix,  from  the  ashes)  raising 
us  up  into  a  new  and  glorious  life,  after  death  has 
done  all  his  work  of  decomposition  and  destruction. 
This  is  that  promise  of  eternal  life,  which  God 
gave  to  man  on  the  day  that  he  pronounced  the 
sentence  of  death  upon  him,  and  which,  until  Christ 
rose  from  the  dead,  stood  only  in  promise,  but  now 
is  actually  fulfilled  in  the  person  of  the  new  head  of 
our  race,  the  second  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven, 
even  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

"Who  crowneth  thee  with  loving  kindness 
and  tender  mercies/' 

Under  this  new  and  living  head,  God  is  to  put 
all  things  in  subjection,  because  he  is  the  Son  of 
man ;  and  all  for  us,  because  whatsoever  God  be- 
stows upon  him,  is  for  our  benefit,  i.  e.  what  he 
gives  to  Christ,  he  gives  to  us  through  him ;  but  as 
yet  we  see  not  the  realization  of  this,  because  the 
time  is  not  come  for  the  Father  to  put  all  in  sub* 
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jection  under  him;  "but  we  see  Jesus,  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,"  "  crowned  with  loving- 
kindness  and  tender  mercies ;"  and  this  high  ex- 
altation and  blessing,  is  in  the  same  sense  on  our 
account,  that  we  might  see  in  his  glory  the  high 
honours  which  God  intends  for  us,  for  "  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  given  him  glory 
that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be  m  God,"  i.e.  God 
wills  us  to  understand,  that  all  this  is  intended  to 
foresliew  the  mighty  blessings  in  store  for  us.     Thus 
we  were  represented  in  Christ  when   on   earth; 
when  he  was  crucified,  we  were  crucified  with  him, 
i.e.  in  his  person.     When  he  died  and  was  buried, 
■we  died  and  were   buried  with  him,   (of  which 
baptism  is  a  lively  symbol,  "  Buried  with  hirn  by 
baptism  into  death,")  when  he  rose  from  the  dead 
bo  did  we,  as  the  apostle  writes,  "  Wherein  also  ye 
are  risen  with  him  through  the  faith  of  the  operation 
of  God,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead ;"  and 
thus  also  "  do  we  sit  with  him  in  heavenly  places,"" 
according  to  another  scripture.     Thus  it  is  the  will 
of  the  i  ather,  that  we  should  identify  ourselves 
with  Christ;  and  in  him  truly  behold  the   glory 
which  God  intends  for  us,  not  because  we  deserve 
it,  for  we  deserve  no  good  at  God's  hand,  but  the 
opposite,  even  wrath  and  condemnation.    No  rea- 
son can  possibly  be  assigned  but  one,  that  "  God  is 
love?  and  that  it  pleaseth  him  to  display  the  riches- 
of  his  glory  from  that  only  actuating  motive,  pure 
benevolence,  to  as  many  as  believe.    Believe  what  ? 
"  That  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that 
this  (eternal)  life  is  in  his  Son."     The  same  is  ex- 
pressed by  St.  Peter,  where  he  writes,  "  Whereby 
are  given  unto  us  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  that  by  (believing)  them  we  might  be- 
come partakers  of  the  diviue  nature."    We  do  not 
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become  good  to  entitle  us  to  the  promises,  but  we 
receive  tbe  promises  to  make  us  good;  as  it  was 
"  While  we  were  yet  sinners,  that  Christ  died  for 
ub  ;"  "  so  while  we  are  yet  sinners,  God  gives  to  us 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  to  lift  us  up 
from  being  sinners,  to  become  saints,  and  thus  he 
alone  is  glorified. 

"  Who  satisfieth  thy  mouth  with  good  things ; 
so  that  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the 
eagles." 

He  said,  "  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  awake  in 
thy  likeness ;"  and  having  awoke  in  the  likeness  of 
God,  i.e.  "  the  brightness  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
the  express  image  of  his  person,"  he  is  satisfied ;  for 
"  God  hath  made  him  most  blessed  for  ever,  he  hath 
made  him  exceeding  glad  with  his  countenance ;" 
and  thus  will  God  do  to  all  who  believe  on  him, 
for  "  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew 
their  strength,  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
eagles,  they  shall  run  and  not  weary,  they  shall 
walk  and  not  faint/* 

"  The  Lord  executeth  righteousness  and  judg- 
ment for  all  that  are  oppressed." 

When  Israel  was  oppressed,  and  kept  in  cruel 
bondage  by  the  Egyptians,  God  bore  with  it  for  a 
while  ;  but  the'  hour  of  deliverance  came,  and  then 
he  executed  righteousness  and  judgment;  such 
judgments  as  have  not  been,  and  will  not  be  again, 
until  the  en  d  of  the  dispensation.  The  history  of  man- 
kind  furnishes  abundant  confirmation  of  this  word. 
The  oppressed  and  the  oppressor  are  his ;  and  he 
knows  now  to  deliver  the  oppressed,  and  to  execute 
judgment  on  the  oppressor. 
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"  He  made  known  his  ways  unto  Moses,  his 
acts  unto  the  children  of  Israel." 

This  is  with  reference  to  the  preceding  verse. 
His  ways  to  Moses,  and  his  acts  to  the  children  of 
Israel  were  Bhewn  in  the  judgments  brought  upon 
the  Egyptians,  for  their  long  continued  oppression. 

"  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  slow  to 
anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy." 

This  is  God's  name  (or  character,  or  nature,  or 
disposition)  which  he  proclaimed  before  Moses, 
"  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
long-suffering,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth." 
Surely  he  cannot  be  otherwise  than  as  he  represents 
himself;  let  us  then  dismiss  all  doubt  and  distrust, 
and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  which  he  hath  freely 
promised  through  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

"  He  will  not  always  chide ;   neither  will  he 
keep  his  anger  for  ever." 

"He  is  ready  to  forgive  j"  when  we  do  sin  and  our 
conscience  becomes  burdened,  yet  when  we  come 
before  him,  and  confess  our  sin,  and  by  faith  lay  our 
hands  on  the  head  of  the  great  sacrifice,  then  "  God 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness."  How  oft 
shall  this  be  repeated,  and  still  the  same  gracious 
dealing  ?  (not  that  we  are  to  sin,  because  grace 
abounds,  God  forbid)  surely  not  less  frequently 
than  he  commanded  Peter,  who  said,  "How  oft 
shall  my  brother  offend,  and  I  forgive  him  ?  Until 
seven  times  ?  Jesus  answered,  I  say  not  unto  thee 
until  seven  times,  but  until  seventy  times  seven." 
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"  He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins ; 
nor  rewarded  us  according  to  our  ini- 
quities." 

"  For  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that 
fear  him." 

"  If  thou,  Lord,  shouldst  mark  iniquity ;  0  Lord 
who  shall  stand?  But  there  is  forgiveness  with 
thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared."  That  sin  is  ex- 
ceeding sinful  in  God's  sight,  the  sentence  of  death 
pronounced  and  executed  on  all  men,  because  of 
the  one  sin  of  their  first  ancestor  and  representative, 
clearly  shews.  The  necessity  for  such  a  propitiation 
as  the  Son  of  God  still  more  fully  demonstrates  the 
exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin  ;  it  is  not  therefore  be- 
cause any  sin  is  venial  or  light  in  his  eyes  that  he 
allows  it  as  it  were,  to  pass  unrequited,  but  because 
of  the  exceeding  "riches  of  his  goodness,  and  for- 
bearance, and  long-suffering ;"  therefore  it  is  that 
he  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins,  nor  re- 
warded us  according  to  our  iniquities.  Yet  if  men 
go  on  sinning,  and  do  not  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
and  so  cease  from  sin,  a  termination  will  assuredly 
come  to  his  forbearance,  and  this  also  is  manifest 
in  his  judgments  of  every-day  occurrence :  but 
wheresoever  the  sinner,  like  the  prodigal  son,  be- 
thinks himself  and  turns  again,  ana  seeks  after  God 
in  the  way  of  his  divine  appointment,  his  sins  will 
be  no  more  remembered;  God  will  forget  them; 
"  their  sins  and  iniquities  he  will  remember  no 
more ;"  "  for  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him." 

"  As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  hath 
he  removed  our  transgressions  from  us." 
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"Blessed  are  the  people  who  know  the  joyful 
sound :  they  shaU  walk,  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy 
countenance."  What  is  the  joyful  sound  ?  It  is 
the  proclamation  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  *  *  God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself, 
not  imputing  to  them  their  trespasses."  "  And  we," 
saith  the  apostle,  "  as  ambassadors  for  Christ,  and  as 
though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you 
in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God :  for  he 
hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  him,"*,  e.  the  one  only  righteous  man  becomes  a 
sinner  in  the  room  of  all  sinners ;  and  all  sinners 
are  reckoned  righteous  in  virtue  of  the  righteous- 
ness of  that  one  man.  Substitution  is  the  word 
which  expresses  this  great  work  accomplished  for 
mankind.  The  sins  of  all  flesh  are  transferred  to 
Christ ;  and  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is  imputed 
to  all  flesh  ;  "  for  as  by  one  man's  disobedience  the 
many  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the  obedience  of 
one,  the  (same)  many  are  made  righteous.  "  Why 
then  are  not  all  saved  ?  Because  all  do  not  believe. 
But  if  the  fact  be,  that  all  are  declared  and  pro- 
nounced righteous  in  virtue  of  Christ's  righteousness* 
how  can  its  validity  be  affected  by  belief  or  unbelief  ? 
The  answer  is,  that  although  all  stand  before  God 
upon  the  footing  of  perfect  righteousness,  (as  it  is 
written,  "  for  we  are  complete  in  him  who  is  the 
head  of  all  principality  and  power")  there  is  at 
the  same  time  a  necessity  existing,  that  men,  who 
by  nature  are  alienated  from  God,  should  become 
reconciled  to  him,  and  this  is  effected  simply  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  viz.  this  truth,  that  Christ 
has  become  a  great  sin  offering  Tor  us,  and  thus 
are  we  "accepted  in  the  beloved,  in  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of 
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sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace/'  Christ 
has  done  all  that  is  required,  to  put  us  in  a  right 
position  toward  God,  so  that  he  might  be  just  in 
justifying  the  ungodly ;  but  it  is  further  necessary, 
that  we  should  cease  to  be  rebels  against  God ;  and 
this  is  effected  simply  through  understanding  what 
Christ  has  done  for  us.  We  do  not  make  Christ 
our  Saviour  by  believing  in  him.  but  in  believing  we 
recognize  him  as  such,  and  learning  that  he  is  God 
as  well  as  man,  we  cease  to  be  at  enmity  with 
him.  He  becomes  a  loveable  object,  yea,  our  best 
beloved.  The  affections  are  recovered,  and  be- 
come centered  on  their  proper  object ;  and  thus  the 
"  law  is  not  made  void,  but  is  established  through 
faith/'  and  the  more  firmly  we  are  persuaded  that 
"  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  hath  he 
removed  our  transgressions  from  us,"  the  more  fer- 
vently shall  we  love  him.  This  is  the  joyful  sound, 
which^all  who  know,  do  walk  in  the  light  of  God's 
countenance. 


u 


Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the 
Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him." 


In  all  their  afflictions  he  is  afflicted.     In  all  their 

Eersecutions  for  righteousness'  sake  he  identifies 
imself  with  them ;  as  he  said  to  the  great  per- 
secutor, "  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  t" 
There  is  little  of  real  sympathy  to  be  had  from  men. 
Many  are,  secretly  in  their  hearts,  gratified  at  the 
calamity  of  others,  even  while  with  their  lips  they 
express  sympathy ;  but  with  our  God  and  Father 
in  Christ,  is  true  and  genuine  sympathy ;  so  real  is 
it,  that  he  is  jealous  if  we  pour  our  heart's  sorrows 
into  any  ear  but  his  own. 
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"  His  heart  is  full  of  tenderness, 
His  bowels  melt  with  love." 

Look  at  the  weeping  Jesus  at  the  grave  of  La- 
zarus, and  behold  tne  sympathetic  heart  of  your 
God.  As  in  the  parental  heart  there  is  love  and  pity, 
for  God  has  implanted  it,  so  is  he  the  great  parent 
of  all ;  but  particularly  does  he  regard  such  as 
fear  him ;  he  knows  and  commisserates  their  sor- 
row^ "  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous, 
but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  delivereth  them." 

"  He  knoweth  our  frame :  he  remembereth 
that  we  are  dust." 

"  The  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of 
life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul."  Thus  the 
framework,  or  material  of  which  our  body  is  com- 

Eosed  is  dust ;  as  he  said  to  Adam  on  the  day  of 
is  fall,  "  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  shalt 
return."  The  body  is  simply  an  animated  machine, 
and  requires  to  be  daily  wound  up  like  a  watch ; 
•whenever  the  mainspring  snaps  asunder,  the  ma- 
chine stops,  and  becomes  dissolved,  and  man  be- 
comes a  disembodied  spirit,  and  "  lives  according 
to  God  in  the  spirit."  Thus  God  knows  our  frame, 
for  he  constructed  it :  he  remembers  we  are  dust, 
a  wind  that  passeth  away,  and  cometh  not  again. 

"  As  for  man,  his  days  are  as  grass :  as  a  flower 
of  the  field  so  he  flourisheth." 

"  But  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  ^one : 
and  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no 


more." 
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He  hath  made  our  days,  as  an  handbreadth ;  how 
quickly  do  the  three-score  and  ten  years  pass  away ! 
or  if  they  extend  to  four-score  years,  yet  is  their 
strength  then  but  labour  and  sorrow,  for  it  is 
soon  cut  oK,  and  we  fly  away.  God  has  considered 
it  to  be  of  sufficient  length,  for  the  allotted  purpose, 
viz :  of  stamping,  indehbly,  and  for  ever,  the  cha- 
racter, then  formed,  for  good  or  evil.  If  during  our 
seventy  to  eighty  years  we  have  not  "  heard  Moses 
and  the  prophets,'  nor  the  Lord  and  his  apostles, 
neither  will  we  be  persuaded  although  our  lifetime 
were  extended  to  seventy  times  seventy  years. 
Man  was  not  made  tor  himself  but  for  God ;  who 
will  cut  him  off  if  then  found  to  be  a  withered 
branch  on  the  true  vine,  Christ  Jesus ;  and  if  on 
the  other  hand  he  is  found  fruitful,  God  will  re- 
move him  to  that  place  where  "  he  shall  rest  from 
his  labours,  and  his  works  shall  follow  him." 

"  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  him,  and 
his  righteousness  unto  children's  children." 

"  The  fear  of  the  Lord,"  is  to  live  as  seeing  him 
who  is  invisible.  Joseph  feared  God,  when  he  re- 
plied to  the  adulteress,  "  How  can  I  do  this  great 
wickedness,  and  sin  against  God  V9  It  is  the  fear  of 
a  child  who  would  not  offend  his  Almighty  Parent ; 
and  in  this  fear  is  strong  confidence,  just  as  the 
child  has  confidence  in  thelove  of  his  parentwhom  he 
knows  that  he  does  not  grieve  nor  offend.  To  such, 
will  the  mercy  of  God  extend  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting ;  they  are  dear  in  his  sight :  he  will  make 
all  their  beds  in  tneir  sickness,  and  will  be  with  them 
to  comfort  and  support  them,  as  they  pass  through 
the  valley  and  shadow  of  death. 
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"  To  such  as  keep  his  covenant." 

This  covenant  is  a  promise  by  God,  through  the 
redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  give  us  the 
earth  for  an  eternal  inheritance.  To  keep  this 
covenant,  is  to  hold  fast  our  confidence  in  this  pro- 
mise, because  "  he  is  faithful  who  hath  promised ;" 
faith  in  this  promise  brings  us  into  immediate  con- 
tact with  God,  on  whose  faithfulness  we  rest ;  a  full 
reconciliation  with  him  is  the  consequence  of  our 
dependence,  and  thus  we  are  brought  back  to  God. 

"  And  to  those  that  remember  his  command- 
ments to  do  them." 

God's  way  with  us,  is,  first  to  keep  his  cove- 
nant, and  then  to  remember  his  commandments 
to  do  them.  Man's  way  is  the  opposite,  viz : — 
first  to  remember  his  commandments,  that  we  may 
be  entitled  (as  a  matter  of  merit  or  desert)  to  lay 
hold  on  his  covenant.  To  obtain  the  inheritance 
by  merit  is  consonant  to  the  pride  of  the  human 
heart,  but  none  shall  have  it  in  tnis  way,  because  all 
have  sinned.  It  comes  to  us  by  grace ;  it  is  a  gift, 
and  not  the  reward  of  merit,  as  it  is  said,  "  the  gift 
of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord ;"  and  again,  "  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his 
unspeakable  gift."  But  he  who  has  received  the 
gift,  and  holds  it  fast,  the  same  will  remember  his 
commandments,  to  do  them.  Because  in  receiving 
the  gift  he  becomes  reconciled  to  God;  and  his 
commandments  are  then  not  grievous. 

"The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the 
heavens." 

It  is  now  prepared  in  heaven,  and  ready  to  come 
down  on  the  day  of  his  appearing.    This  globe, 
20  VOL.  H. 


306  BLESS  THE  LORD,  YE  HIS  ANGELS. 

which  man  now  occupies,  was  created  to  be  the 
eternal  habitation  of  the  Almighty ;  it  is  to  be  his 
rest  for  ever ;  "here  he  will  dwell,  for  he  has  desired 
it,"  here  he  will  reign,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall 
be  no  end,  as  it  is  written  in  thelst  of  Heb.  "  Thy 
throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever." 


■W 


"  His  kingdom  ruletlf  over  all. 

This  shall  be  the  central  world  in  the  universe,  the 
capital  of  his  kingdom :  from  hence  laws  will  be 
appointed  to  all  dominions,  principalities,  and  powers 
in  heavenly  places.  Where  he  is,  shall  be  his  throne, 
and  from  his  throne  he  shall  issue  mandates  to  the 
whole  universe ;  and  all  shall  obey  him,  for  he  is 
Lord  supreme. 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that  excel  in 
strength,  that  do  his  commandments, 
hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word." 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts ;  ye  ministers 
of  his  that  do  his  pleasure." 

It  pleased  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  to  create 
an  order  of  beings,  long  anterior  to  man.  They 
were  present  when  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
were  laid ;  for  it  is  written,  that  "  the  morning 
stars  sang  together,  and  the  sons  of  God  shouted 
for  joy ;'  they  came  not  into  existence  by  gene- 
ration, for  they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in 
marriage ;  they  were  created  as  Adam  was,  but 
not  like  him  of  the  dust  of  the  ground ;  they 
are  immaterial,  unembodied  spirits,  for  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  he  calleth  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  minis- 
ters a  flame  of  fire :"  now,  "  a  spirit  hath  not 
flesh  and  bones  as  (saith  our  Lord)  ye  see  me 
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have  :"  yet  they  exist,  though  unpossessed  of  flesh 
and  bones,  and  are  "  greater  in  power  and  might 
than  man ;"  so  much  greater  that  a  single  angel 
did  at  the  midnight  hour  destroy  all  the  first- 
born in  Egypt,  both  of  man  and  beast,  and  a  hun- 
bred  and  eighty  four  thousand  of  the  host  of  the 
Assyrians  in  a  single  night.  No  doubt,  a  single 
angel,  if  commissioned  by  God,  could  destroy  with 
equal  celerity,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
When  Jesus  was  confronted  by  the  band  of  men 
and  officers,  who  were  sent  to  apprehend  him,  he 
said,  "  Could  I  not  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he 
should  presently  give  me  twelve  legions  of 
angels  ?"  All  which  indicates  their  vast  superiority 
to  man,  for  it  pleased  God  to  make  man  a  little 
lower  than  (or  rather,  a  little  while  inferior  to)  the 
angels.  They  are  very  great;  they  excel  in 
strength,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  his  word. 
They  are  his  ministers  or  servants,  and  do  his  plea- 
sure ;  at  all  times  in  perfect  readiness  to  obey  his 
high  behests.  "  They  are  all  ministering  spirits,  sent 
forth  to  minister  to  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of 
salvation  ;"  and  their  number  is  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand  and  thousands  of  thousands.  They 
all  (i.e.  such  as  are  unfallen)  take  the  deepest  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  our  race,  insomuch  that, 
"  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth;"  and  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  birth  of  iiim  who  is  Lord  both  of  angels 
and  men,  the  heavens  resounded  with  their  ac- 
clamations and  halleluiahs,  for  they  shouted  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good- 
will towards  men :"  yet  a  large  number  of  them 
(not  less  than  a  third  of  the  whole)  have  fallen ; 
and  the  fallen  angels  bear  hate  to  men,  in  the  pro- 
portion that  the  unfallen  do  love  men.    These  kept 
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not  their  first  estate,  but  left  their  own  habitation, 
and  so  disobeyed  God :  for  them  there  is  no 
mediator,  nor  Redeemer ;  they  are  reserved  to  a 
fixed  day,  when  they  shall  be  consigned  to  "  the 
place  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  angels."  Both 
good  ana  evil  angels  are  now  traversing  the  earth ; 
the  former  for  the  benefit,  and  the  latter  for  the 
hurt  of  men.  Jesus  speaks  of  little  children  as 
under  the  guardianship  of  angels,  "  Verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  that  their  angels  do  always  behold  the 
face  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven."  It  is  pro- 
bable that  angels  have  their  particular  charge 
among  his  saints,  "  to  keep  them  in  all  their  ways, 
and  to  hold  them  up  in  their  hands,  lest  at  any 
time  they  dash  their  foot  against  a  stone."  How 
beings  without  flesh  and  bones  can  see  and  hear, 
yea,  and  possess  all  our  senses  in  a  far  higher  de- 
gree is  inconceivable  by  us.  Yet  such  is  the  fact* 
as  has  often  been  confirmed.  When  they  appear 
to  men,  it  is  in  human  form,  for  otherwise  it  would 
be  impossible  to  have  converse  with  them.  In  hu- 
man form  they  appeared  to  Abraham,  to  Lot,  to  the 
shepherds  of  Bethlehem,  and  on  the  morning  of 
our  Lord's  resurrection;  and  to  the  disciples  as  they 
stood  gazing  up  into  heaven ;  so  also  was  Gabriel 
manifested  to  Zacharias,  and  afterwards  to  the  virgin 
Mary.  In  all  these  instances  they  appeared  in  the  like- 
ness of  men,  possibly  assumed  for  the  occasion;  cer- 
tain it  is,  they  cannot  be  felt  and  handled  as  men ;  for 
their  immateriality  is  shewn,  in  that  a  legion  may  find 
ample  room  in  the  body  of  a  single  man,  or  if  neces- 
ary  spread  themselves  out  so  as  to  fill  more  than 
two  thousand  swine.  Man  is  now  inferior  to  angels, 
"  but  they  who  are  accounted  worthy  to  obtain 
that  world,  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
shall  be  equal  unto  the  angels,  being  the  children  of 
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the  resurrection.  Christ  is  their  Lord  as  well  as 
ours  for  he  saith,  "  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship 
him." 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  all  his  works,  in  all  places  of 
his  dominion." 

God  is  the  former  and  the  sustainer  of  all  beings: 
he  gives  to  all  life  and  breath  and  all  things  :  he  can 
receive  nothing,  for  whatsoever  is,  belongs  to  him. 
What  then  can  created  beings  do  to  him  1  They 
can  bless  and  praise  him  ;  with  this  he  is  content ; 
and  such  as  do  bless  him,  he  will  load  with  his 
benefits  for  evermore. 


it 


Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul." 


Our  thirsty  souls  are  refreshed  as  with  cold 
water,  when  we  do  bless  him ;  the  exercise  brings 
with  it  ineffable  delight;  a  delight  which  knows 
no  alloy :  hence  they  rest  not  day  and  night,  saying, 
"  Holy,  holy,  holy,  JLord  God  Almighty,  who  was, 
and  is,  and  is  to  come*" 


PSALM    CIV. 

1.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul.  0  Lord  my  God, 
thou  art  very  great ;  thou  art  clothed  with  hon- 
our and  majesty : 

2.  Who  coverest  thyself  with  light  as  with  a 
garment;  who  stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a 
curtain ; 

3.  Who  layeth  the  beams  of  his  chambers  in  the 
waters ;  who  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot ;  who 
walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind ; 

4.  Who  maketh  his  angels  spirits ;  his  ministers 
a  flaming  fire ; 

5.  Who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that  it 
should  not  be  removed  for  ever. 

6.  Thou  coveredst  it  with  the  deep  as  with  a 
garment ;  the  waters  stood  above  the  mountains. 

7.  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled ;  at  the  voice  of  thy 
thunder  they  hasted  away. 

8.  They  go  up  by  the  mountains ;  they  go  down 
by  the  valleys  unto  the  place  which  thou  hast 
founded  for  them. 

9.  Thou  hast  set  a  bound  that  they  may  not  pass 
over ;  that  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth. 

10.  He  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  valleys, 
which  run  among  the  hills. 

11.  They  give  drink  to  every  beast  of  the  field ; 
the  wild  asses  quench  their  thirst. 

12.  By  them  shall  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  have 
their  habitation,  which  sing  among  the  branches. 
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13.  He  watereth  the  hills  from  his  chambers: 
the  earth  is  satisfied  with  the  fruit  of  thy  works. 

14.  He  causeth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle, 
and  herb  for  the  service  of  man :  that  he  may 
bring  forth  food  out  of  the  earth ; 

15.  And  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of 
man,  and  oil  to  make  his  face  to  shine,  and  bread 
which  strengthened  man's  heart. 

16.  The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  full  of  sap ;  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon  which  he  hath  planted ; 

17.  Where  the  birds  make  then:  nests:  as  for 
the  stork  the  fir  trees  are  her  house. 

18.  The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats, 
and  the  rocks  for  the  conies. 

19.  He  appointed  the  moon  for  seasons :  the  sun 
knoweth  his  going  down. 

20.  Thou  makest  darkness,  and  it  is  night : 
wherein  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  do  creep  forth. 

21.  The  young  lions  roar  after  their  prey  and 
seek  their  meat  from  God. 

22.  The  sun  ariseth,  they  gather  themselves  to- 
gether, and  lay  them  down  in  their  dens. 

23.  Man  goeth  forth  unto  his  work  and  to  his 
labour  until  the  evening. 

24.  0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works  !  in 
wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all :  the  earth  is  full 
of  thy  riches; 

25.  So  is  this  great  and  wide  sea,  wherein  are 
things  creeping  innumerable,  both  small  and  great 
beasts. 

26.  There  go  the  ships ;  there  is  that  leviathan 
whom  thou  hast  made  to  play  therein. 

27.  These  wait  all  upon  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
give  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 

28.  That  thou  givest  them  they  gather:  thou 
openest  thine  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good. 


312    THE  DIVINE  GREATNESS  IS  UNSEARCHABLE. 


29.  Thou  hideet  thy  face,  they  are  troubled: 
thou  takest  away  their  breath,  they  die,  and  return 
to  their  dust. 

30.  Thou  sendest  forth  thy  spirit,  they  are 
created ;  and  thou  renewest  the  face  of  the  earth. 

31.  The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever : 
the  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  his  works. 

32.  He  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth ; 
he  toucheth  the  hills,  and  they  smoke. 

33.  I  will  sinjj  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  Hve ; 
I  will  sing  praise  to  my  God  while  I  have  my 
being. 

34.  My  meditation  of  him  shall  be  sweet :  I  will 
be  glad  m  the  Lord. 

35.  Let  the  sinners  be  consumed  out  of  the  earth, 
and  let  the  wicked  be  no  more.  Bless  thou  the 
Lord,  0  my  soul.    Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul :  0  Lord  my  God, 
thou  art  very  great;  thou  art  clothed 
with  honour  and  with  majesty •" 

If  greatness  consists  in  extent  of  dominion,  then 
he  is  great,  for  his  dominion  is  over  all.  If  it  con* 
sists  in  power  to  accomplish  great  works,  then  he 
is  great;  for  he  can  do  everything;  "he  meteth  out 
heaven  with  a  span,  and  comprehendeth  the  dust 
of  the  earth  in  a  measure ;  he  weigheth  the  moun- 
tains in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance."  "  In  his 
hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth ;  the  strength 
of  the  hills  is  his  also  :  the  sea  is  his,  and  he  made 
it,  and  his  hands  formed  the  dry  land."  If  greatness 
oonsists  in  vast  intelligence,  then  who  is  uke  unto 
the  Lord  our  God,  whose  understanding  is  infinite ; 
whose  wisdom  is  apparent  in  the  structure  of  the 
whole  universe ;  in  the  perfect  adaptation  of  all 
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things  to  their  designed  purpose.  "0  Lord  my 
God,  thou  art  very  great ;  thou  art  clothed  with 
honour  and  with  majesty." 

"  Who  coverest  thyself  with  light  as  with  a 
garment." 

"  God  is  Kght,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all" 
God  is  the  sun  of  suns,  who  dwelleth  m  light  inac- 
cessible and  full  of  glory ;  who  covereth  himself 
with  light  as  with  a  garment.  He  commands  the 
morning  and  causeth  the  day  spring  to  know  its- 
place,  that  it  may  take  hold  of  the  encw  of  the  earth, 
and  that  the  wicked  may  be  shaken  out  of  it.  The- 
earth  is  turned  to  the  light,  as  clay  to  the  seal,  and 
the  light  spreads  oyer  it  as  a  garment.  He  maketh 
darkness,  and  it  is  dark ;  again,  he  dispelleth  the- 
darkness,  and  sendeth  light  to  cheer  the  dwellings- 
of  men.  "  The  darkness  hideth  not  from  him,  but 
the  night  shineth  as  the  day ;  the  darkness  and  the* 
light  are  both  alike  to  him." 

"  Who  stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a  cur* 
tain." 

"  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  high,  and  behold,  who* 
hath  created  these  things ;  that  bringeth  out  their 
host  by  number ;  he  caUeth  them  all  by  names,  by 
the  greatness  of  his  might ;  because  he  is  strong  in 
power,  not  one  faileth."  (Isaiah  xL  26).  All  are 
kept  in  their  appointed  place  from  age  to  age,  by 
the  greatness  of  his  power,  "who  binds  the  sweet 
influences  of  Pleiades,  and  looseth  the  bands  of 
Orion ;  bringing  forth  Mazzaroth  in  his  season,  and 
guiding  Arcturus  and  his  sons."    He  stretcheth  out 
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the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  and  spreadeth  them  as  a 
tent  to  dwell  in ;  and  all  their  host  doth  he  com- 
mand 

"Who  layeth  the  beams  of  his  chambers  in 
the  waters." 

The  mariner  lays  the  beams  of  his  vessel  in  the 
waters,  and  occupies  a  few  feet  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  abyss  of  water ;  but  all  the  waters  of  the  great 
and  wide  sea  are  not  sufficient  to  contain  the  beams 
of  his  chambers,  for  "  do  not  I  fill  heaven  and  earth, 
saith  the  Lord?" 

"  Who  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot ;  who 
walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind." 

The  chariots  of  men  are  iron  and  wood :  in  this 
last  age,  knowledge  has  increased,  and  men  can 
traverse  from  end  to  end  of  the  earth  with  far 

greater  rapidity  than  in  any  previous  generation, 
ut  yet,  with  all  the  improvements  of  modern 
science,  how  greatly  he  outstrips  them,  "  who 
maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot,  and  walketh  upon 
the  wings  of  the  hurricane."  There  is  now  indeed 
a  power  in  nature,  rendered  available  by  man, 
which  almost  annihilates  space,  by  which  power 
men  may  communicate  instantaneously  from  all 
parts  of  the  earth;  and  mind  can  thus  commune 
with  mind,  without  break  of  time.  But  how  much 
greater  is  he,  who  at  one  and  the  same  instant, 
takes  cognizance  of  the  thoughts  of  all  the  children 
of  men,  and  spiest  out  all  their  ways,  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  I,  the  Lord,  search  the  heart,  I  try  the  reins, 
even  to  give  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  and 
according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings."  ( Jer.  17th  ch.) 
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He  needeth  not  to  go  from  place  to  place,  for  "  he 
is  everywhere  present,  beholding  the  good  and  the 
evil."  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who, 
when  he  looketh  upon  the  earth  it  trembleth,  when 
he  toucheth  the  hills  they  smoke. 

"  Who  maketh  his  angels  spirits ;  his  ministers 
a  flaming  fire." 

They  are  spirits;  they  have  not  flesh  and  bones 
as  men  have ;  yet  are  they  possessed  of  powers  far 
greater  than  men ;  they  see  men  without  being 
seen  by  them ;  and  they  can  transport  themselves 
with  more  than  lightning  speed,  from  the  highest 
heavens  to  wherever  their  mission  extends;  for 
"  are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to 
minister  for  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation  ;" 
he  maketh  his  ministers  a  flaming  fire ;  in  which 
form  we  are  unable  to  write  concerning  them, 
having  never  at  any  time  so  seen  them;  but  as 
Jehovah  himself  is  a  consuming  fire,  so  are  they 
each  as  sparks  from  "  the  everlasting  burnings." 

"  Who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that 
it  should  not  be  removed  for  ever." 

How  then  saith  St.  Peter,  that  "  the  earth  and 
the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up  ?" 
If  the  apostle  meant  by  these  words,  "  burned  up," 
annihilation,  in  the  sense  in  which  any  body  cast 
into  a  fire  is  consumed,  then  there  would  be  indeed 
a  cortradiction  to  this  passage,  and  not  to  it  alone, 
but  to  many  others  scattered  throughout  the  scrip* 
tures :  but  the  apostle  does  not  so  mean,  for  he  tes- 
tifies immediately  thereafter,  that  this  burning  up 
would  be  followed  by  new  heavens  and  a  new- 
earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness ;  alluding  to< 
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the  promise  made  in  Isaiah  lxv.  17,  a  reference  to 
which  will  shew  that  the  new  earth  is  the  same  as 
now,  with  greatly  increased  capabilities  of  blessing 
to  the  new  race  of  mankind.  A&  the  heavens  ana 
the  earth,  which  ^ere  before  the  flood,  are  the 
same  heavens  and  earth  which  are  now,  so  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now,  are  the 
same  heavens  and  earth  which  are  to  be  hereafter ; 
although  the  position  of  the  earth  with  respect  to 
the  heavens,  or  the  position  of  the  heavens  with 
respect  to  the  earth  will  be  changed ;  for  in  the 
new  heavens  and  new  earth  the  light  of  the  moon 
will  become  equal  to  the  present  light  of  the  sun, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun  will  be  sevenfold,  as  the 
light  of  seven  days,  i.e.  its  brightness  will  be  seven- 
fold greater  than  at  present.  St.  Peter  means  no 
more  than  that  all  the  surface  of  the  earth  will  on 
that  day  be  on  fire,  and  whatever  grows  upon  it  be 
consumed,  just  as  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
being  burned  into  ashes,  were  condemned  with  an 
overthrow;  but  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  ue. 
the  solid  compact  body  which  forms  our  world 
"  shall  not  be  removed  for  ever." 


"  Thou  coverest  it  with  the  deep  as  with  a 
garment :  the  waters  stood  above  the 
mountains." 

This  was  the  condition  of  the  world  immediately 
before  the  creation  of  man ;  "  It  was  without  form 
and  void,  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep  :  and  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face 
of  the  waters ;"  for  he  covered  it  with  the  deep 
as  with  a  garment ;  when  the  waters  stood  above 
the  mountains. 
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"  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled  :  at  the  voice  of  thy 
thunder  they  hasted  away." 

Geologists  maintain,  that  for  myriads  of  years 
anterior  to  man,  the  earth  was  being  prepared  for 
man's  habitation,  which  is  highly  probable,  and 
quite  compatible  with  the  above  declaration,  that 
all  being  in  readiness,  he  then  covered  it  with  the 
deep  as  with  a  garment ;  and  again  removed  the 

garment,  when  he  said,  "  Let  the  waters  under  the 
eaven  be  gathered  together  into  one  place,  and 
let  the  dry  land  appear ;  and  it  was  so.  And  God 
called  the  dry  land  earth ;  and  the  gathering  to- 
gether of  the  water  called  he  seas;  and  God  saw  that 
it  was  good."  At  his  command  the  waters  fled ; 
"  at  the  voice  of  his  thunder  they  hasted  away." 

"They  go  up  by  the  mountains;   they  go 

down  by  the  valleys  unto  the  place  which 

thou  hast  founded  for  them." 
"  Thou  hast  set  a  bound  that  they  may  not 

pass  over ;  that  they  turn  not  again  to 

cover  the  earth." 

"Thus  did  God  shut  up  the  sea  with  doors, 
when  it  brake  forth,  as  if  it  had  issued  out  of  the 
womb  ;  when  he  made  the  cloud  the  garment  there- 
of, and  thick  darkness  a  swaddling  band  for  it :  and 
brake  up  for  it  his  decreed  place,  and  set  bars  and 
doors,  and  said,  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no 
farther ;  and  here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed." 

"He  sendeth  the   springs  into  the  valleys, 

which  run  among  the  hills." 
"  They  give  drink  to  every  beast  of  the  field : 

the  wild  asses  quench  their  thirst." 
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Behold  the  marvellous  provision  of  God ! — Mil- 
lions of  gallons  of  water  are  daily  drawn  up  from 
the  sea  in  the  form  of  steam  divested  of  its  saltness, 
which,  mingling  with  the  colder  atmosphere,  and 
impelled  by  currents  of  wind,  again  condense  and 
fall  in  showers  among  the  hills,  and  form  many 
rivulets,  which,  uniting,  become  rivers,  and  give 
drink  to  every  beast  of  the  field ;  there  the  wild 
asses  quench  their  thirst ;  and  there  all  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  forest  resort,  and  are  refreshed  from 
day  to  day.  From  them  also  the  inhabitants  of 
cities  are  abundantly  supplied  with  water  to  drink, 
and  for  all  culinary  and  cleansing  purposes. 

"By  them  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  have  their  ha- 
bitation, which  sing  among  the  branches," 

The  trees  which  grow  upon  the  banks  of  rivers,  do 
not  cease  from  yielding  fruit :  in  their  wide  spread- 
ing foliage  the  birds  make  their  nests,  they  sing 
among  the  branches,  and  are  without  care  or 
thought  for  the  morrow ;  "  they  sow  not,  neither 
do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns,  and  yet  God 
provideth  for  them ;"  and  from  the  rising  to  the  set- 
ting sun,  they  cease  not  to  warble  his  praise. 

"He  watereth  the  hills  from  his  chambers: 
the  earth  is  satisfied  with  the  fruit  of  his 
works.'* 

"  It  is  he  who  hath  divided  a  watercourse  for  the 
overflowing  of  water,  and  a  way  for  the  lightning 
of  thunder :  to  cause  it  to  rain  on  the  earth,  where 
no  man  is ;  in  the  wilderness  wherein  there  is  no 
man.    To  satisfy  the  desolate  and  waste  ground : 
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and  to  cause  the  bud  of  the  tender  herb  to  spring 
forth."  (Job  xxxviii.  25.)  When  he  lifteth  up  his 
voice  to  the  clouds,  then  abundance  of  waters  de- 
scend. "  He  numbereth  the  clouds  in  wisdom,  and 
opens  the  bottles  of  heaven,  when  the  dust  groweth 
into  hardness,  and  the  clods  cleave  close  together." 

"  He  causeth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle, 
and  herbs  for  the  service  of  man  ;  and 
bringeth  forth  food  out  of  the  earth." 

Man  indeed  casts  his  seed  into  the  ground,  but 
vain  would  be  his  labour,  if  God  did  not  grant  the 
blessing.  "  Men  sleep  and  rise  night  and  day,  and 
and  the  seed  springs  and  grows  up,  they  know  not 
how ;  for  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  herself ; 
first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn 
in  the  ear ;  and  when  the  fruit  is  brought  forth, 
then  he  putteth  in  the  sickle,  because  the  harvest 
is  come."  (Mark  iv.  26).  All  things  are  of  God, 
who  openeth  his  hand,  and  satisfietn  the  wants  of 
every  living  thing. 

"  And  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man, 
and  oil  to  make  his  face  to  shine,  and 
bread  which  strengthened  man's  heart." 

"  He  satisfieth  our  mouth  with  good  things ;"  "  he 
feedeth  us  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat,  and  with 
honey  out  of  the  rock  doth  he  satisfy  us ;"  he  adorns 
our  gardens  with  beautiful  flowers;  and  causeth 
delicious  fruit  to  grow  in  their  season ;  thus  loading 
us  with  his  benefits.  "  0  that  men  would  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 
unto  the  children  of  men  1" 
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"  The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  frill  of  sap :  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon  which  he  hath  planted." 

How  much  a  country  is  beautified  by  trees ;  how 
greatly  they  enrich  the  scenery  of  hill  and  dale;  how 
barren  the  prospect  without  them.  In  tropical 
countries,  they  yield  abundance  of  food :  for  the 
trees  of  the  Lord  are  full  of  sap.  When  God  re- 
stores Israel,  he  thus  speaks  of  him,  "He  shall 
grow  as  the  lily ;  and  cast  forth  his  fruits  as  Le- 
banon. His  branches  shall  spread,  and  his  beauty 
shall  be  as  the  olive  tree,  and  his  smell  as  Lebanon, 
and  the  scent  thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Le- 
banon." The  cedars  of  Lebanon  are  often  referred 
to  in  the  scriptures  as  of  surpassing  beauty,  most 
delicious  fragrance,  and  the  wine  of  exquisite  taste ; 
they  rise  also  into  gigantic  forms,  for 

"  There  the  birds  make  their  nests." 

These  all  have  their  tiny  dwelling-places,  pre- 
pared by  their  own  industry,  where  they  may 
lay  their  young,  and  to  which  they  retire  on  the 
approach  of  night,  waiting  for  the  sun  to  rise 
and  shed  his  golden  beams  upon  the  horizon,  when 
they  begin  their  matins,  and  the  air  becomes  vocal 
witn  their  notes :  they  shew  forth  Jehovah's  praise. 

"  As  for  the  stork,  the  fir-trees  are  her  house." 

As  they  all  differ  in  beauty  of  plumage,  and  in  va- 
riety of  cadences,  so  have  they  each  their  peculiar 
style  of  building,  and  their  favourite  resorts,  where 
they  construct  their  habitations :  "  as  for  the  stork 
the  fir-trees  are  her  house.,, 
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"  The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats : 
and  the  rocks  for  the  conies." 

The  moles  have  their  burrows ;  the  foxes  have 
their  holes ;  the  lions  have  their  dens,  the  high 
hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats ;  and  the  clefts 
of  the  rocks  for  the  conies ;  every  creature  seeketh 
for  itself  a  place  of  rest ;  a  little  home  which  it  maj 
call  its  own ;  and  man,  the  lord  of  all,  has  his 
dwelling,  to  which  he  continually  resorts ;  and  the 
great  God  provides  for  all,  and  assigns  to  all  their 
respective  habitations,  from  end  to  end  of  the  whole 
earth. 

"  He  appointed  the  moon  for  seasons ;  the  sun 
knoweth  his  going  down." 

"  God  said,  Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firmament 
of  the  heaven,  to  divide  the  day  from  the  night ;  and 
let  them  be  for  signs  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days 
and  years ;  and  to  give  light  upon  the  earth.  And 
God  made  two  great  lights ;  the  greater  light  to 
rule  the  day,  and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  night ; 
he  made  the  stars  also.  And  God  set  them  in  the 
firmament  of  the  heaven,  to  give  light  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  to  rule  over  the  day,  and  over  the  night, 
and  to  divide  the  light  from  the  darkness;  and 
God  saw  that  it  was  good."  (Gen.  i.  14}.  He  com- 
manded and  they  were  created.  He  nath  also  es- 
tablished them  for  ever  and  ever ;  he  hath  made  a 
decree  which  shall  not  pass."  (Psalm  cxlviii.  5).  "He 
appointed  the  moon  for  seasons."  With  what  exact 
ana  unfailing  regularity  does  she  make  her  visits  I 
and  with  what  uniformity  from  day  to  day,  and 
from  year  to  year,  does  the  sun  know  his  going 
down !  In  the  morning  "  he  goeth  forth  from  his 
21  vol.  n. 
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chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  ran  a 
race ;  his  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  heaven, 
and  his  circuit  unto  the  end  of  it;  and  there  is 
nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof :"  to  a  given 
moment  does  he  rise  and  set,  from  day  to  day ; 
mankind  make  their  calculations  accordingly,  and 
are  never  disappointed. 

rt  The  unwearied  sun  from  day  to  day 
Does  his  Creator's  power  display, 
And  publishes  to  every  land 
The  work  of  an  Almighty  hand. 

"  Soon  as  the  evening  shades  prevail, 
The  moon  takes  up  the  wondrous  tale, 
And  nightly  to  the  listening  earth, 
Repeats  the  story  of  her  birth." 

There  is  indeed  a  time  approaching,  and  not  far 
distant,  when  there  shall  be  a  temporary  inter- 
ruption to  this  uniformity  ot  sun  and  moon;  for 
"  the  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness,  and  the 
moon  into  blood,  before  that  notable  day  of  the 
Lord  come."  But  this  darkness  will  be  succeeded 
by  a  brighter  and  more  glorious  effulgence,  when 
"  the  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the 
sun,  and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  be  sevenfold,  as 
the  light  of  seven  days."  The  sun  by  day,  and  the 
moon  and  the  stars  by  night,  will  never  cease  their 
radiance ;  for  as  God  has  purposed  that  the  seed 
of  Israel  from  their  land  shall  never  again  be  re- 
moved, so  shall  the  ordinances  of  heaven  be  in 
perpetuity  before  him  ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  who  giveth  the  sun  for  a  light  by  day, 
and  the  ordinances  of  the  moon  and  of  the  stars 
for  a  light  by  night;  if  those  ordinances  depart 
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from  before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed  of 
Israel  also  shall  cease  from  being  a  nation  before 
me  for  ever."  {Jer.  xxxi.  35). 

"  Thou  makest  darkness,  and  it  is  night;  where- 
in all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  do  creep 
forth." 

"  The  young  lions  roar  after  their  prey,  and 
seek  their  meat  from  God." 

When  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void,  and 
the  waters  covered  it,  then  darkness  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  deep,  "  God  said,  let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light ;  and  God  saw  the  light,  that  it 
was  good :  and  God  divided  the  light  from  the 
darkness :  and  God  called  the  light  I)ay,  and  the 
darkness  he  called  Night."  And  thus  we  have 
alternate  light  and  darkness  ;  when  the  sun  dis- 
appears, then  cometh  the  night,  "wherein  no  man 
can  work ;"  the  beasts  of  the  forest  then  creep  forth 
in  search  of  food ;  "  the  young  lions  roar  after  their 
prey,  and  seek  their  meat  from  God."  The  time 
of  rest  with  man  is  the  time  of  activity  with  noctur- 
nal beasts  of  prey,  who  make  the  wilderness  re-echo 
with  their  howlings.    God  saw  that  it  was  good. 

•'  The  sun  ariseth,  they  gather  themselves  to- 
gether, and  lay  them  down  in  their  dens." 

The  rising  sun  is  the  signal  for  man  to  arise  from 
his  couch  of  rest ;  but  for  the  beasts  of  the  forest, 
to  gather  themselves  together,  and  lay  them  down 
in  their  dens,  where,  in  their  holes  and  hiding  places 
they  slumber  until  the  light  again  departs,  when 
they  go  forth  anew  to  seek  their  meat  from  God, 
and  devour  each  other;  which  God  permits  for  the 
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time,  because  of  sin ;  "  for  the  creature  (*.«.  the 
animal  creation)  was  made  subject  to  vanity  (to 
death)  not  willingly,  but  by  reason  of  him  who  hath 
subjected  the  same  in  hope ;  for  the  creature  also 
shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God ; 
for  we  know  that  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and 
travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now ;  and  not  only 
they,  but  ourselves  also  who  have  the  first  fruits  of 
the  spirit,  even  we  ourselves  groan  within  ourselves, 
waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of 
the  body."  (Rom.  viii.  20).  When  that  glorious 
era  arrives,  the  beasts  of  the  forest  will  no  more 
subsist  on  each  other ;  "  for  the  cow  and  the  bear 
shall  feed,  (together  on  the  same  pasture,)  their 
young  ones  shall  lie  down  together ;  and  the  lion 
shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox.  They  shall  not  hurt 
nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain  :  for  the  earth 
shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  (now)  cover  the  sear 

"Man  goeth  forth  unto  his  work  and  to  his 
labour  until  the  evening." 

The  ploughman  goes  forth  to  till  his  ground ; 
the  mechanic  to  work  at  his  anvil ;  the  merchant 
to  sell  his  wares ;  each  and  all  to  their  separate  and 
varied  occupations  until  the  evening.  It  is  the 
same  in  all  countries :  all  betake  themselves  to  their 
several  employments :  the  poor  must  labour,  that 
they  may  eat, "  for  if  any  will  not  work  neither  should 
he  eat."  The  rich  must  also  work,  that  he  may 
qualify  himself  to  eat:  it  is  a  necessity  laid  on 
all  by  the  wise  arrangement  of  God,  that  men 
(universally)  "  should  go  forth  to  their  work  and 
to  their  labour,  until  the  evening." 
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"  0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works !" 

To  enumerate  the  works  of  God,  obvious  to  our 
eyes,  would  fill  many  volumes :  all  harmonize  to- 
gether by  his  infinite  wisdom  and  power.  "  The 
works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  sought  out  of  all  them 
that  have  pleasure  therein."  "*His  work  is  honour- 
able, and  glorious,  and  his  righteousness  endureth 
for  ever." 

"  In  wisdQm  thou  hast  made  them  all." 

Take,  for  example,  the  structure  of  the  human 
body;  how  great  is  the  wisdom  displayed  in, its 
formation !  how  admirably  fitted  to  perform  its 
different  functions ;  how  wise  the  arrangement  as 
to  the  different  positions  of  the  members  of  the  body ! 
the  whole  together  is  perfect ;  the  same  remarks 
are  alike  applicable  to  the  structure  and  formation 
of  every  creature,  whether  of  beasts,  or  fishes,  or 
birds :  in  wisdom  He  hath  made  them  all 

"  The  earth  is  full  of  his  riches*" 

God  has  provided  an  abundant  supply  for  all  his 
creatures ;  for  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  it- 
self, and  satisfieth  the  wants  of  every  living  thing : 
and  this  supply  continueth  from  year  to  year,  and 
from  one  generation  to  another. 

"  So  is  this  great  and  wide*  sea." 

The  sea  is  one  of  the  great  marvels  in  creation  : 
how  such  a  mass  of  waters  could  be  kept  together 
in  one  place  stretching  over  thousands  of  miles, 
and   hundreds  of  thousands   of   feet   in  depth  I 
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"  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  an^  do 
business  in  the  great  waters ;  these  see  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  ana  his  wonders  in  the  deep."  Now 
smooth  and  unruffled  as  glass,  at  another  time,  "  he 
commandeth,  and  raiseth  the  stormy  wind,  which 
lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof.  They  mount  up  to 
the  heavens,  they  go  down  again  to  the  depths ; 
and  the  soul  of  the  mariner  is  melted  because  of 
trouble.  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their  distress : 
he  maketh  the  storm  a  calm,  so  that  the  waves 
thereof  are  still.  Then  are  they  glad,  because  they 
be  quiet;  so  he  bringeth  them  to  their  desired 
haven :"  "  0  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for 
his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men."     (Psalm  cvii.  23.) 

M  Wherein  are  things  creeping  innumerable, 
both  small  and  great  fishes." 

God  has  filled  the  sea  with  innumerable  creatures, 
which  can  live  in  it,  and  like  as  on  the  earth  in 
endless  variety.  They  minister  in  countless  millions 
to  the  wants  of  man.  What  amazing  shoals  of 
herrings,  for  instance,  migrating  from  the  northern 
seas  do  annually  visit  our  shores,  providing  abun- 
dant supplies  of  food  for  all ;  thus  testifying  to  his 
provident  care  for  the  wants  of  the  human  race. 

"  There  go  the  ships.'* 

Aided  by  the  compass,  the  mariner  fearlessly 
traverses  the  seas,  from  end  to  end  of  the  whole 
earth  ;  he  goes  forth  on  distant  voyages  upon  the 
trackless  ocean,  with  equal  confidence  as  if  on  land; 
and  can  tell  his  distances  with  equal  precision  as  if 
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he  had  milestones  to  guide  him.  There  go  the 
great  steam  ships  with  velocity  on  the  surface  of 
the  great  deep,  independent  of  wind  or  tide  ;  they 
pass  on  to  their  desired  haven ;  unlade  their  car- 
goes ;  discharge  their  passengers ;  and  return  again 
with  equal  swiftness  to  the  place  from  whence  tney 
set  out.  God  hath  given  to  man  understanding  to 
avail  himself  of  powers  existing  in  nature,  to  pro- 
pel himself  by  sea  or  by  land  from  place  to  place, 
with  a  celerity  unknown  in  former  times. 

"  There  is  that  leviathan,   whom  thou  hast 
made  to  play  therein." 

The  largest  fish  now  known  in  the  waters  is  the 
whale  ;  but  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world  there  was 
a  still  mightier  production  of  the  great  Architect  of 
the  universe,  who  himself  thus  decribes  it  to  us,  in 
Job,  4l8t  chapter,  "  Canst  thou  draw  out  leviathan 
with  an  hook,  or  his  tongue  with  a  cord  which 
thou  lettest  down  !  Canst  thou  put  a  hook  into  his 
nose,  or  bore  his  jaw  through  with  a  thorn  !  Will 
he  make  many  supplications  unto  thee  !  Will  he 
speak  soft  words  unto  thee  !  Will  he  make  a  co- 
venant with  thee  !  W3t  thou  take  him  for  a  ser- 
vant for  ever  !  Wilt  thou  play  with  him  as  with  a 
birdf  or  wilt  thou  bind  him  for  thy  maidens  !  Shall 
thy  companions  make  a  banquet  of  him  !  Shall  they 
part  him  among  the  merchants!  Canst  thou  fill 
Lis  akin  with  barbed  irons  !  or  his  head  with  fish 
speara!  Behold,  the  hope  of  (taking)  him isin  vain : 
snail  not  one  be  cast  down  even  at  the  sight  of 
him  ?  None  is  so  fierce  (or  bold)  as  dare  stir  him 
up :  who  then  can  stand  before  me  !  Who  hath 
prevented  me,  that  I  should  (not)  repay  him! 
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whatsoever  is  tinder  the  whole  heaven  is  mine  :  I 
will  not  conceal  his  (the  leviathan's)  parts,  nor  his 
power,  nor  his  comely  proportion.  Who  can  dis- 
cover the  face  of  his  garment!  or  who  can  eome 
to  him  with  his  double  bridle  1  Who  can  open  the 
doors  of  his  face?  His  teeth  are  terrible  round 
about  His  scales  are  his  pride ;  shut  up  together 
as  with  a  close  seal.  One  is  so  near  to  another  that 
no  air  can  come  between  them.  They  are  joined 
one  to  another,  and  they  cannot  be  sundered.  By 
his  neesings  a  light  doth  shine,  and  his  eyes  are 
like  the  eyelids  of  the  morning.  Out  of  his  mouth 
go  burning  lamps,  and  sparks  of  fire  leap  out.  Out 
of  his  nostrils  goeth  smoke  as  out  of  a  seething  pot 
or  caldron.  His  breath  kindleth  coals,  and  a  name 
goeth  out  of  his  mouth.  In  his  neck  remaineth 
strength,  and  sorrow  is  turned  into  joy  before  him. 
The  flakes  of  his  flesh  are  joined  together;  they 
are  firm  in  themselves,  they  cannot  be  moved.  His 
heart  is  as  firm  as  a  stone ;  yea,  as  hard  as  a  piece 
of  the  nether  millstone.  When  he  raiseth  himself, 
the  mighty  are  afraid ;  by  reason  of  breakings  they 
purify  themselves.  The  sword  of  him  that  layeth 
at  him  cannot  hold ;  the  spear,  the  dart  nor  the  ha- 
bergeon. He  esteemeth  iron  as  straw,  and  brass 
as  rotten  wood  1  The  arrow  cannot  make  him  flee  : 
sling  stones  are  turned  with  him  into  stubble. 
Darts  are  counted  as  stubble  :  he  laugheth  at  the 
shaking  of  a  spear,  Sharp  stones  are  under  him : 
he  spreadeth  &narp  pointed  things  upon  the  mire. 
He  maketh  the  deep  to  boil  like  a  pot ;  he  maketh 
the  sea  like  a  pot  of  ointment.  He  maketh  a  path 
to  shine  after  him ;  one  would  think  the  deep  to 
be  hoary.  Upon  earth  there  is  not  his  like,  who  is 
made  without  fear.  He  beholdeth  all  high  things  i 
he  is  a  king  over  all  the  children  of  pride." 
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"  These  wait  all  upon  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
give  them  their  meat  in  due  season." 

"That  thou  givest  them  they  gather;  thou 
openest  thine  hand,  they  are  filled  with 
good." 

It  is  the  glory  of  God  to  attend  to  the  most 
minute  wants  of  all  his  creatures,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest.  As  for  man  the  hairs  of  his  head  are 
numbered,  and  all  his  wants  supplied.  Neither  can 
God  impoverish  himself  by  enriching  us,  for  his 
resources  are  boundless ;  "  he  giveth  rain  and  fruit- 
ful seasons,  filling  men's  hearts  with  food  and  glad- 
ness." "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works." 

"  Thou  hidest  thy  face,  they  are  troubled.'' 

He  looks  on  the  ways  of  men,  "  he  hearkens, 
and  he  hears  when  they  speak  not  aright ;"  then 
doth  he  hide  his  face  and  withdraw  his  blessings* 

"  Thou  takest  away  their  breath,  they  dier 
and  return  to  their  dust." 

One  event  happeneth  alike  to  all ;  but  the  right- 
eous hath  hope  in  his  death.  To  the  man  who- 
knows  not  God,  all  beyond  is  darkness ;  "  he  goeth 
to  the  generation  of  his  fathers :  they  shall  never 
see  light ;"  but  to  the  man  whose  hope  is  in  the* 
Lord  his  God,  "  Though  he  walk  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  shadow  of  death,  he  will  fear  no  evil,  for 
his  rod  and  his  staff  shall  comfort  him." 

"Thou  sendest  forth  thy  spirit,  Uhey  are  created  r 
and  thou  renewest  the  face  of  the  earth.,r 
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"  As  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
made  alive  ;  for  since  by  man  came  death,  by  man 
came  also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead."  So  sure 
as  we  die  through  Adam,  so  sure  do  we  rise  through 
Christ ;  and  all  who  trust  on  Christ  as  the  resur- 
rection and  the  life,  shall  rise  to  glory,  and  honour, 
and  immortality.  The  same  divine  power  which 
created  and  then  blasted  our  life,  is  able  to  raise 
us  up  again.  Christ  hath  abolished  death  for  all 
flesh ;  "  for  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him,  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,  for 
God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn 
the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him  might 
be  saved."  God  will  send  forth  his  spirit,  and  men 
shall  be  created  anew ;  they  shall  live  again  to  die 
no  more ;  "  God  will  renew  the  face  of  the  earth  ;" 
"  instead  of  the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree ; 
instead  of  the  brier  the  myrtle  tree  ;  and  shall  be 
to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an  everlasting  sign, 
that  shall  not  be  cut  off." 

"  The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever ; 
the  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  his  works." 

"  As  truly  as  I  live,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  my  glorv."  These  words  referred  to  the 
eternal  state,  for  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  his 
glorv  for  ever  ;  it  shall  have  a  commencement, 
but  it  never  shall  have  an  end.  Its  commencement 
shall  be  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  "  for  the 
Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven,  with  a 
shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  Archangel  and  the 
trump  of  God ;"  and  they  that  are  his  shall  be  raised, 
and  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father ;  "  for  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  do 
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become  the  kingdom  of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ, 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  Then  these 
words  shall  have  their  accomplishment,  "  The  glory 
of  the  Lord  shall  endure  (continue)  for  ever :  the 
Lord  shall  rejoice  in  his  works." 

"  He  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth ; 
he  toucheth  the  hills,  and  they  smoke." 

"  Oh,,  that  thou  wouldst  rend  the  heavens,  that 
thou  wouldst  come  down,  that  the  mountains  might 
flow  down  at  thy  presence,  to  make  thy  name 
known  to  thine  adversaries,  that  the  nations  may 
tremble  at  thy  presence."  (Isaiah  lxvi  I).  God  is 
about  to  do  terrible  things,  that  .men  look  not  for, 
and  of  which  they  have  no  expectation,  (which 
things  are  all  recorded  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ,^  then  will  he  come  down,  and  thea 
the  nations  shall  tremble  at  his  presence :  in  that 
day,  and  at  that  time,  he  will  look  on  the  earth,  and 
it  will  tremble,  yea,  be  moved  exceedingly,  inso- 
much that  every  island  shall  flee  away,  and  the 
mountains  shall  not  be  found;  "  he  shall  but  touch 
the  hills,  and  they  shall  smoke."  "  The  mountains 
shall  quake  at  him,  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the  earth 
shall  be  burned  at  his  presence ;  yea,  the  worlds 
and  all  that  dwell  therein;"  "for  the  whole  earth  shall 
be  devoured  by  the  fire  of  his  jealousy." 

"  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  live  ; 
I  will  sing  praise  unto  my  God  while  I 
have  my  being." 

The  speaker  is  Christ.  It  is  he  who  throughout 
the  Psalm  exalts  and  glorifies  his  "  Father,  and  out 
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Father,  and  his  God  and  our  God."  Of  him  the 
Father  hath  said,  "  Thou  art  an  High  Priest  for 
ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek."  Thus  the 
Son  is  consecrated  for  evermore  to  be  the  head  of 
the  worshippers;  and  they  are  (to  be)  an  holy 
priesthood,  to  offer  up  (for  evermore)  spiritual 
sacrifices,  acceptable  to  the  Father  through  and  by 
the  Son.  The  voice  of  praise  will  proceed  from  the 
Son  of  God :  for  he  saith  in  the  86th  Psalm,  "  I  will 
praise  thee,  0  Lord  my  God,  with  all  my  heart ; 
and  I  will  glorify  thy  name  for  evermore  ;".and  again 
in  the  61st  Psalm,  "  I  will  sing  praise  unto  thy 
name  for  ever,  and  will  daily  perform  my  vowb;"  and 
here,  "  I  will  sing  praise  unto  my  God,  while  I  have 
my  being."  The  great  mystery  concerning  Christ,  is, 
that  in  him  are  two  natures,  the  one  divine,  the  other 
human  ;  these  are  not  blended  ;  that  would  be 
impossible,  for  that  which  is  created  or  finite  never 
can  become  infinite ;  yet  in  one  person  both  natures 
co-exist ,  and  the  human  worships  the  divine  in  the 
person  of  the  Father.  This  is  a  great  mystery : 
as  yet  clouds  and  darkness  surround  us,  but  it  is 
our  high  privilege  to  "  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ/* 


<4 


My  meditation  of  him  shall  be  sweet ;  I  will 
be  glad  in  the  Lord." 


"  Acquaint  thyself  with  him,  and  be  at  peace.** 
Behold  God  brought  within  the  focus  of  our  view 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  Love  will  spring 
up  when  we  truly  apprehend  him  :  then  our 
meditation  of  him  shall  be  sweet ;  we  will  become 
glad  in  the  Lord,  and  thus  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son,  who  uttered  these  words, — 
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"  Let  the  sinners  be  consumed  out  of  the  earth; 
and  let  the  wicked  be  no  more  :  bless  thou 
the  Lord,  0  my  soul ;  praise  ye  the  Lord." 

This  beautiful  Psalm  concludes  with  a  prayer  of 
Christ,  not  that  the  earth  may  be  consumed,  but 
that  all  who  are  sinners,  being  the  enemies  of  God, 
may  be  consumed  out  of  it;  so  that  wicked  men  may 
no  more  be  found  upon  it ;  and  to  this  agree  his 
own  words  in  the  proverbs,  (ii.  21.)  "For  the  up- 
right shall  dwell  in  the  earth,  and  the  perfect  shall 
remain  in  it.  But  the  wicked  shall  be  cut  off  from 
the  earth,  and  the  transgressors  shall  be  rooted  out 
of  it."  And  again,  in  the  37th  Psalm,  "  For  yet  a 
little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall  not  be  ;  yea,  thou 
shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it  shall  not 
be  :  but  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth,  and  delight 
themselves  in  the  abundance  of  peace ;"  to  which 
passage  our  Lord  refers — "  Blessed  are  the  meek, 
for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth."  When  f  when 
the  wicked  shall  not  be  ;  when  thou  shalt  look  for 
him,  but  he  shall  not  be  found. 
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1.  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  call  upon  his 
name :  make  known  his  deeds  among  the  people. 

2.  Sing  unto  him,  sing  Psalms  unto  nim  :  talk  ye 
of  all  his  wondrous  works. 

3.  Glory  ye  in  his  holy  name :  let  the  heart  of 
them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord. 

4.  Seek  the  Lord,  and  his  strength ;  seek  his 
face  evermore. 

5.  Remember  his  marvellous  works  that  he  hath 
done  ;  his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of  his 
mouth ; 

6.  0  ye  seed  of  Abraham  his  servant,  ye  children 
of  Jacob  his  chosen. 

7.  He  is  the  Lord  our  God ;  his  judgments  are 
in  all  the  earth. 

8.  He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever, 
the  word  which  he  commanded  to  a  thousand  gene- 
rations : 

9.  Which  covenant  he  made  with  Abraham,  and 
his  oath  unto  Isaac  ; 

10.  And  confirmed  the  same  unto  Jacob  for  a 
law,  and  to  Israel  for  an  everlasting  covenant ; 

11.  Saying,  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance : 

12.  When  they  were  but  a  few  men  in  number; 
yea,  very  few,  and  strangers  in  it. 

13.  When  they  went  from  one  nation  to  another, 
from  one  kingdom  to  another  people, 

14.  He  suffered  no  man  to  ao  them  wrong ;  yea, 
he  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes ; 
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15.  Saying,  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do 
my  prophets  no  harm. 

16.  Moreover  he  called  for  a  famine  upon  the 
land :  he  brake  the  whole  staff  of  bread. 

17.  He  sent  a  man  before  them,  even  Joseph, 
-who  was  Bold  for  a  servant ; 

18.  Whose  feet  they  hurt  with  fetters :  he  was 
laid  in  iron : 

19.  Until  the  time  that  his  word  came :  the  word 
of  the  Lord  tried  him. 

20.  The  king  sent  and  loosed  him  ;   even  the 
ruler  of  the  people,  and  let  him  go  free. 

21.  He  made  him  lord  of  his  house,  and  ruler  of 
all  his  substance ; 

22.  To  bind  his  princes  at  his  pleasure,  and  teach 
his  senators  wisdom. 

23.  Israel  also  came  into  Egypt ;  and  Jacob  so- 
journed in  the  land  of  Ham. 

24.  And  he  increased  his  people  greatly,   and 
made  them  stronger  than  their  enemies. 

25.  He  turned  their  heart  to  hate  his  people,  to 
deal  subtilely  with  his  servants. 

26.  He  sent  Moses  his  servant,  and  Aaron  whom 
he  had  chosen. 

27.  They  shewed  his  signs  among  them,  and 
wonders  in  the  land  of  Ham. 

28.  He  sent  darkness,  and  made  it  dark;   and 
they  rebelled  not  against  his  word. 

29.  He  turned  their  waters  into  blood,  and  slew 
their  fish. 

30.  Their  land  brought  forth  frogs  in  abundance 
in  the  chambers  of  their  kings. 

31.  He  spake,  and  there  came  divers  sorts  of  flies, 
and  lice  in  all  their  coasts. 

32.  He  gave  them  hail  for  rain,  and  flaming  fire 
in  their  land. 
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33.  He  smote  their  vines  also  and  their  fig-trees, 
and  brake  the  trees  of  their  coasts. 

34.  He  spake,  and  the  locusts  came,  and  cater- 
pillars, and  that  without  number, 

35.  And  did  eat  up  all  the  herbs  in  their  land,  and 
devoured  the  fruit  of  their  ground. 

36.  He  smote  also  all  the  first-born  in  their  land, 
the  chief  of  all  their  strength. 

37.  He  brought  them  forth  also  with  silver  and 
gold ;  and  there  was  not  one  feeble  person  among 
tneir  tribes. 

38.  Egypt  was  glad  when  they  departed;  for 
the  fear  of  them  fell  upon  them. 

39.  He  spread  a  cloud  for  a  covering,  and  fire  to 
give  light  m  the  night. 

40.  The  people  asked,  and  he  brought  quails, 
and  satisfied  them  with  the  bread  of  heaven. 

41.  He  opened  the  rock,  and  the  waters  gushed 
out ;  they  ran  in  the  dry  places  like  a  river. 

42.  For  he  remembered  his  holy  promise,  and 
Abraham  his  servant. 

43.  And  be  brought  forth  his  people  with  joy, 
and  his  chosen  with  gladness ; 

44.  And  gave  them  the  lands  of  the  heathen ; 
and  they  inherited  the  labour  of  the  people ; 

45.  That  they  might  observe  his  statutes,  and 
keep  his  laws.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


it 


0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord." 


We  can  give  urto  the  Lord  nothing  but  thanks : 
namely  for  the  gift  of  his  Son,  in  whom  all  other 

fifts  are  included.  He  who  spared  not  his  own  Son, 
ut  delivered  him  to  the  death  for  us  all,  how  shall 
he  not  with  him,  also  freely  give  us  all  things  ?"     O 


SING  UNTO  HIM,  SING  PSALMS  UNTO  HIM.       337 

give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good,  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever." 


M 


Call  upon  his  name." 


God  is  gracious  unto  all  who  call  upon  him  :  unto 
all  who  call  upon  him  in  truth  :  "  he  will  fulfil  the 
desire  of  them  that  fear  him,  he  will  also  hear  their 
cry  and  will  help  them."  "  Whosoever  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved." 

"  Make  known  his  deeds  among  the  people." 

When  we  love  God,  we  will  not  be  silent  in  his 
praise,  but  will  make  mention  that  his  name  is  ex- 
alted, and  will  make  known  his  deeds  among  the 
people. 

"  Sing  unto  him,  sing  psalms  unto  him." 

All  our  singing  should  be  to  God :  our  vocal 
powers  consecrated  to  him  ;  for  to  this  end  we  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being.  "  Whoso  ofFereth 
praise,  glorifieth  me,  and  to  him  that  ordereth  his 
conversation  aright,  I  will  shew  my  salvation." 
Let  us  sing  unto  him  with  grace  in  our  hearts,  and 
so  give  glory  unto  the  Lord  our  God. 


u 


Talk  ye  of  all  his  wondrous  works." 


Let  no  man  glory  in  men ;  but  he  that  glorieth 
let  him  glory  in  the  Lord.  "  His  works  are  great, 
sought  out  they  are  of  all  those  that  have  pleasure 
therein."  Sucn  will  speak  of  the  might  of  nis  mar- 
vellous acts,  and  will  talk  of  his  wondrous  doings ; 
for  who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  "glorious  in 
holiness,  fearful  in  praises,  ever  doing  wonders." 
22  VOL.  n. 
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"  Glory  ye  in  his  holy  name." 

"  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto 
the  Lord  glory  and  strength.  Give  nnto  the  Lord 
the  glory  due  unto  his  name ;  worship  the  Lord  in 
the  oeauty  of  holiness."  God's  name  is  love :  to 
know  his  name  is  life  eternal :  to  glorify  his  name 
is  the  end  and  design  of  our  being. 

"  Let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  seek  the 
Lord." 

"  Let  all  them  that  seek  thee  rejoice  and  be  glad 
in  thee,  and  let  such  as  love  thy  salvation,  say 
continually,  Let  God  be  magnified."  They  that 
earnestly  seek  the  Lord  shall  find  him,  and  their 
heart  shall  rejoice,  and  their  joy  no  man  taketh 
from  them. 


n 


Seek  the  Lord,  and  his  strength." 


When  we  seek  his  strength,  we  seek  a  power 
that  is  available  at  any  moment ;  that  power  which 
upholds  the  universe ;  well  might  the  apostle  say, 
"  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who  strengthen- 
eth  me."  Without  him  we  can  do  nothing :  what- 
soever we  do  in  word  or  deed  must  all  be  done  in  his 
strength.  "  Blessed  is  the  man  who  maketh  the 
Lord  his  strength,  and  in  whose  heart  are  his  ways ;" 
"  for  the  path  of  such  will  be  as  the  shining  light 
which  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 

"  Seek  his  face  evermore." 

God  says  to  each  and  all  of  us,  "  Seek  ye  my 
face :"  our  hearts  should  continually  reply,  "  Thy 
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face,  Lord,  will  we  seek  ;"  the  possession  of  a  clean 
conscience  will  enable  us  to  see  the  face  of  God:  this 
can  only  be  had  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ, 
which  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin ;  this  is  the  spiritual 
eye-salve  which  removes  the  film  that  obstructs 
the  light  of  God's  countenance  from  entering  into 
our  hearts.  To  seek  his  face  evermore,  is  to  walk 
in  the  light  of  his  countenance :  this  is  accomplished 
when  we  keep  in  memory  "  that  Christ  died  for  our 
sins  according  to  the  scriptures."  "  Blessed  are  the 
people  that  know  the  joyful  sound  :  they  shall 
wait,  0  Lord  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance." 

"  Remember  his  marvellous  works  that  he  hath 
done  :  his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of 
his  mouth.9' 

"The  whole  works  of  the  Lord  our  God  are  great; 
sought  out  they  are  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure 
therein ;  his  works  are  honourable,  and  glorious, 
and  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever." 

"  0  ye  seed  of  Abraham  his  servant,  ye  child- 
ren of  Jacob  his  chosen." 

These  were  the  Lord's  people,  but  have  been  cast 
off  for  a  little  season  ;  "  yet  with  everlasting  kind- 
ness will  I  have  mercy  upon  them,  saith  the  Lord." 
"  The  gifts  and  callings  of  God  are  without  repent- 
ance :"  they  have  notbeen  cast  off  that  they  should 
fall  (i.e.  not  to  rise  again)  but  that  through  their 
fall  (in  the  meantime)  salvation  might  be  brought 
to  the  Gentiles.  Their  temporary  fall  has  brought 
riches  to  the  world ;  how  much  more  will  their  ful- 
ness or  restoration  t  The  (present)  casting  away 
of  them  has  been  the  reconciling  (or  the  offer  of 
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reconciliation)  to  the  world,  as  said  the  apostle 
Paul,  "  Seeing  ye  count  yourselves  unworthy  of 
eternal  life,  lo,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles/'  "Blindness 
in  part  has  happened  to  Israel ;"  and  while  it  con- 
tinues, God  visits  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them 
a  people  for  his  name.  Soon  the  veil  which  oovere 
their  Heart  shall  be  taken  away;  "then  shall  all  Israel 
be  saved/'  and  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  ended. 
"  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  to  himself,  and 
Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure."  But  as  Abraham 
is  a  father  of  many  nations,  we  Gentiles  do  also  claim 
him  as  our  father :  and  the  covenant  made  with 
him  as  made  with  us  likewise. 

"  He  is  the  Lord  our  God :  his  judgments  are 
in  all  the  earth." 

This  Psalm  is  addressed  to  Israel,  on  the  day 
when  the  Lord  shall  come  down  to  fight  for  Mount 
Zion  and  for  the  hill  thereof;  when  his  judgments 
are  in  all  the  earth,  and  when  all  the  earth  shall  be 
devoured  by  the  fire  of  his  jealousy ;  but  he  will  be 
a  covert  and  a  hiding  place  for  Israel ;  and  Israel 
shall  glory  in  him. 

"  He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever/' 

In  that  day,  the  covenant  which  God  made  with 
Abraham  shall  be  fulfilled.  But  what  is  that  cove- 
nant? and  how  are  we  (Gentiles)  concerned  in  it? 
This  is  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  of  the 
highest  interest  to  our  eternal  welfare,  being  "  the 
word  which  he  commanded  to  a  thousand  gene- 
rations." This  is  the  gospel  which  was  preached  to 
Abraham,  and  also  to  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness, 
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but  did  not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith 
in  them  that  heard  it."  This  covenant,  called  the 
gospel,  is  the  "  word? '  which  God  spake  to  a  thou- 
sand generations ;  "  the  word  of  God,  the  word  of 
the  truth  of  the  gospel.  It  is  a  word  from  the 
mouth  of  God  to  fallen  man ;  which  word,  believed, 
quickens  every  dead  soul.  This  is  the  word,  which, 
when  sown  by  the  wayside,  is  immediately  taken 
away ;  and  wnen  sown  in  stony  placeft,  is  received 
with  gladness  for  the  time  only ;  and  when  sown 
among  thorns  becometh  unfruitful ;  but  when  sown 
into  the  good  soil  of  an  honest  heart  will  bring  forth 
fruit,  in  some  more,  and  in  some  less,  according  as 
its  importance  is  apprehended,  and  the  cordiality 
with  which  it  is  received.  Wherever  the  term 
"  word  of  God,"  is  used  in  scripture,  it  always  re- 
fers to  that  one  word  of  promise  of  salvation  to  man- 
kind through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 
This  "word  of  promise"  (the  gospel)  was  first 
preached  to  Adam.  "  The  seed  of  the  woman 
shall  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent ;"  to  Abraham 
it  was  distinctly  announced  as  a  covenant  or  stipu- 
lation on  the  part  of  God,  without  any  conditions 
being  required  on  the  part  of  Abraham ;  it  was  a 
free  promise  unconditionally  made,  and  confirmed 
by  an  oath,  "that  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which 
it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have 
strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay 
hold  of  the  hope  (of  this  promise  made  to  us  as 
to  Abraham)  set  before  us." 

'*  Which  covenant  he  made  with  Abraham, 

and  his  oath  unto  Isaac." 
"And   confirmed  the   same   unto  Jacob  for 

a  law,  and  to  Israel  for  an  everlasting 

covenant." 
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It  is  thus  introduced  with  great  solemnity,  evi- 
dently for  the  purpose  of  demanding  our  attention, 
being  summed  up  in  a  single  sentence,  and  yet 
implying  in  it  blessings  of  the  most  exalted  kind, 
and  extending  througn  all  ages,  world  without  end. 

"  Saying,  unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan." 

The  apostle  explains  this  covenant  as  including 
even  the  whole  earth,  saying,  "  For  the  promise 
that  he  should  be  the  heir  of  the  world  was  not  to 
Abraham  or  to  his  seed  through  the  law,  but 
through  the  righteousness  of  faith."  It  was  a  pro- 
mise to  Abraham  and  to  his  seed ;  "  Lift  up  now 
thine  eyes  eastward,  and  westward,  and  northward, 
and  southward,  for  all  the  land  which  thou  seest, 
to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever"  This 
was  God's  unconditional  promise  to  Abraham,  which 
implied  of  course  his  resurrection  from  the  dead. 
Abraham  died,  "  not  having  received  the  promise,  but 
having  seen  it  afar  off,  ana  was  persuaded  of  it,  and 
embraced  it,  and  confessed  himself  a  stranger  and 
a  pilgrim  on  the  earth."  The  same  promise  is  made 
to  us,  equally  free  and  unconditional ;  it  is  the  gos- 
pel or  glad  tidings  published  to  all  nations ;  and  to 
it  the  apostle  refers,  when  before  the  Roman  Sena- 
tor he  says,  "  And  now  I  stand,  and  am  judged  for 
the  hope  of  the  promise  made  of  God  unto  the 
fathers,  unto  which  promise  our  twelve  tribes, 
(within  the  veil)  instantly  serving  God  day  and 
night,  hope  to  come."  It  is  a  promise  made  by 
God  to  all  men,  (through  the  redemption  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus,)  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  un- 
defined, and  that  fadeth  not  away;  confirmed  to 
us,  as  saith  St.  Peter,  "  by  the  resurrection  of  our 
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Lord  Jesus  from  the  dead,"  "  For  if  the  inheritance 
be  of  the  law,  it  is  no  more  of  promise ;  but  God 
gave  it  to  Abraham  by  promise."  What  did  he 
give  to  Abraham  by  promise  ?  The  earth  for  an 
everlasting  inheritance,  saying,  "  To  thee  will  I 
give  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheri- 
tance {*  which  promise  we  Gentiles  are  also  en- 
titled to  expect,  for  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from' 
the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us, 
(for  what  purpose  ?)  That  the  blessing  of  Abra- 
ham (which  is  the  promised  inheritance)  might 
come  on  (or  to)  the  Gentiles  by  Jesus  Christ ;  and 
that  we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit 
through  faith ;"  which  (Spirit)  is  "  the  earnest  ot  our 
inheritance,  until  the  (time  of  the)  redemption  of 
the  purchased  possession,  to  the  praise  of  his  glory." 

**  When  they  were  yet  but  a  few  men  in  num- 
ber ;  yea,  veiy  few,  and  Btrangers  in  it." 

Canaan  is  the  promised  land,  because  there  in 
particular  will  the  Shechinah  of  glory  rest ;  even  in 
its  centre  or  capital,  Jerusalem,  which  will  for  ever 
be  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth.  This  promise  of  the  heavenly  Ca- 
naan (for  it  will  surely  be  heavenly,  when  in  the 
midst  of  it  the  glorious  Lord  himself  shall  have  his 
everlasting  residence)  was  first  made,  when  "they 
were  but  a  few  men  :  yea,  very  few,  and  strangers 
in  it ;"  strangers  in  a  land,  which  was  in  a  future 
stage  of  their  history  to  be  their  everlasting  resi- 
dence ;  for  "  Abraham,  by  faith,  when  he  was 
called  to  go  into  a  country  which  he  should  after 
receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed."  "By  faith,  he 
sojourned  in  the  land  of  promise  as  in  a  strange 
country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles  with  Isaac  and 
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Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  same  promise." 
All  died  in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promise, 
but  having  seen  it  afar  ofE  even  then,  when  Smloh 
comes,  who  is  the  root  of  David,  and  the  lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah.  Thus  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see 
Christ* 8  day,  and  he  saw  it  and  was  glad ;  he  knew 
that  he  should  again  live,  and  inherit  the  earth  in 
perpetuity. 

"  They  went  from  one  nation  to  another,  from 
one  kingdom  to  ar  other  people." 

Sometimes  sojourning  in  Gerar,  of  which  Abime- 
lech  was  king ;  and  in  times  of  famine  going  down 
into  Egypt ;  but 


M 
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God  suffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong ; 
yea,  he  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes  : 
saying, 

Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  pro- 
phets no  harm." 

"  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of 
his  saints ;"  and  precious  are  they  to  him  even  in 
their  lifetime,  "  for  whoso  toucheth  them,  toucheth 
the  apple  of  his  eye." 

"  Moreover  he  called  for  a  famine  upon  the 
land :  he  brake  the  whole  staff  of  bread." 

It  was  such  a  famine !  perhaps  unequalled  before 
or  since  ;  for  it  extended  over  the  whole  earth,  and 
continued  for  seven  successive  years.  "  God  brake 
the  whole  staff  of  bread ;"  there  was  no  sustenance 
for  man  nor  beast  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that 
these  seasons  of  famine  are  not  more  frequent, 
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considering  that  his  name  is  blashphemed  every 
day,  and  that  all  are  unthankful  and  unholy.  In 
vain  would  the  farmer  prepare  his  fields  and  sow 
his  seed  if  God  should  withhold  the  blessing ;  for 
by  him  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  itself,  first 
the  blade,  then  the  ear,  then  the  full  corn  in  the 
ear.  "  Ye  looked  for  much,  and  lo,  it  came  to 
little ;  and  when  ye  brought  it  home,  I  did  blow 
upon  it.  Why  ?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Because 
of  mine  house,  that  is  waste,  and  ye  run  every  man 
to  his  own  house.  Therefore  the  heavens  over  you 
is  stayed  from  dew,  and  the  earth  is  stayed  from 
her  fruit.  And  I  called  for  a  drought  upon  the 
the  land,  and  upon  the  mountains,  and  upon  the 
corn,  and  upon  the  new  wine,  and  upon  the  oil, 
and  upon  that  which  the  ground  bringeth  forth, 
and  upon  men  and  upon  cattle,  and  upon  all  tiie 
labour  of  the  hands."  (Ha^gai  i.  9.)  Let  us  there- 
fore fear,  lest  by  our  coutinued  insensibility  to  his 
goodness,  he  should  be  provoked  to  send  a  famine 
on  the  land,  in  this  our  day  and  generation. 

"He  sent  a  man  before  them,  even  Joseph, 
who  was  sold  to  be  a  slave." 


"  Is  there  evil  in  the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not 
done  it?"  It  was  the  Lord  who  sent  Joseph  into 
Egypt,  and  uot  his  wicked  brethren  ;  for  he  could 
well  nave  prevented  them  from  accomplishing  their 
malignant  purpose,  had  he  so  desired ;  but  it  pleased 
him  to  make  their  evil  act  subservient  to  his  wise 
and  benignant  designs ;  while  all  the  guilt  remain- 
ed with  themselves.  Thus,  God  makes  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praise  him,  by  bringing  good  out  of  in- 
tended eviL 
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"  Whose  feet  they  hurt  with  fetters ;  he  was 

laid  in  iron." 
"  Until  the  time  that  his  word  came  mr  the  word 

of  the  Lord  tried  him," 

Joseph  was  purchased  from  the  Ishmeelites  by 
Potiphar,  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  Pharaoh,  and 
became  steward  of  his  house;  but  because  he 
would  not  yield  to  the  solicitations  of  an  adulteress 
he  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  laid  in  iron,  "his 
feet  hurt  with  fetters."  Joseph  was  as  temptible 
as  other  men  ;  but  the  fear  of  God  prevailed, 
for  he  said,  "How  can  I  do  this  great  wick- 
edness, and  sin  against  God  V9  For  well-doing  in 
resisting  evil,  he  was  punished,  "  that  the  trial  of 
his  faith,  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold 
that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might 
be  found  unto  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the 
appearing  of  Jesus  Christ."  "  Joseph,  for  conscience 
toward  God,  endured  grief,  suflering  wrongfully ; 
this  was  acceptable  with  God ;"  and  in  due  time 
the  reward  of  well-doing  came  to  him,  as  it  will  to 
all  who  walk  in  the  same  steps. 

"The  king  sent  and  loosed  him:   even  the 
ruler  of  the  people,  and  let  him  go  free." 

Joseph  could  interpret  dreams,  and  yet  not  Joseph 
but  God.  "  Do  not  interpretations  belong  to  God  V9 
And  again,  "It is  not  in  me ;  God  shall  give  Pha- 
raoh an  answer  of  peace."  The  readiness  with 
which  he  interpreted  the  king's  dream  would  lead 
to  the  inference  that  the  same  had  been  communi- 
cated to  him  in  a  night  vision  ;  like  as  Daniel's  was, 
for  in  both  cases  the  dream  to  the  monarch  was 
from  God.    It  was  evident  to  the  king  and  his 
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nobles,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  in  Joseph ; 
he  therefore  not  only  immediately  loosed  him,  and 
let  him  go  free ;  but — 

"  He  made  him  Lord  of  his  house,  and  ruler  of 

all  his  substance." 
"  To  bind  his  princes  at  his  pleasure,  and  teach 

his  senators  wisdom." 

Joseph  was  a  type  of  Christ,  who  was  betrayed 
for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  sold  into  the  hands 
of  sinners,  who  mocked,  and  scourged,  and  cruci- 
fied him ;  he  also  went  into  the  low  dungeon ;  he 
descended  into  the  lowest  pit,  "  in  darkness  in 
the  deeps ;"  from  which,  with  the  suddenness  of 
Joseph,  ne  was  elevated  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  the  majesty  in  the  heavens ;  "  to  bind 
princes  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  teach  all  senators 
wisdom." 

"  Israel  also  came  into  Egypt ;  and  Jacob  so- 
journed in  the  land  of  Ham." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  "My  people  went 
down  aforetime  into  Egypt,  to  sojourn  there :  and 
the  Assyrian  oppressed  them  without  cause."  (Isa. 
lii.  4).  The  intention  at  the  first  was  probably  to 
tarry  in  Egypt  for  the  five  remaining  years  of 
famine,  and  then  return  to  Canaan ;  but  probably 
the  position  which  Joseph  held  as  ruler  over  all  the 
land  of  Egypt,  induced  them  to  prolong  their  stay  ; 
for  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  leave  it, 
during  the  seventeen  years  which  Jacob  survived* 
They  were  now  considered  to  be  subjects  of  Pha- 
raoh ;  and  by  and  bye  the  rod  of  oppression  began 
to  be  felt,  "  for  another  king  arose,  who  knew  not 
Joseph,"  but 
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"  God  increased  the  people  greatly ;  and  made 
them  stronger  than  their  enemies." 

Insomuch  that  Pharaoh  said,  "  Behold,  the  people 
of  the  children  of  Israel  are  more  and  mightier  than 
we ;  come  on,  let  lis  deal  wisely  with  them,  lest 
they  multiply ;  and  it  come  to  pass,  that  when  there 
falleth  out  any  war,  they  join  themselves  with  our 
enemies,  and  fight  against  us*  and  so  get  them  up 
out  of  the  land. 

"  So  God  turned  their  heart  to  hate  his  people, 
and  to  deal  subtilly  with  his  servants." 

Pharaoh  commanded  that  all  the  male  children 
who  were  born,  should  be  cast  into  the  river,  that 
he  might  thus  prevent  their  increase  as  a  nation ; 
and  he  and  his  courtiers  did  set  over  them  task- 
masters, to  afflict  them  with  burdens ;  but  the  more 
they  were  afflicted,  the  more  they  multiplied  and 
grew.  God  was  not  indifferent  to  their  sufferings : 
he  looked  on,  and  saw  their  affliction  when  the 
Egyptians  made  them  to  serve  with  rigour,  and 
made  their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage,  in  mor- 
tar, and  in  brick,  and  in  all  manner  of  service  in 
the  field ;  all  their  service  wherein  they  made  them 
serve  was  with  rigour ;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage :  and  they  cried : 
and  their  cry  came  up  unto  God,  by  reason  of  the 
bondage ;  and  "  God  heard  their  groaning,  and  God 
remembered  his  covenant  with  Abraham,  with 
Isaac,  and  with  Jacob ;  and  God  looked  upon  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  God  had  respect  unto  them." 

"  He  sent  Moses  his  servant ;  and  Aaron  whom 
he  had  chosen." 
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Moses  was  reluctant  to  go,  and  would  greatly 
have  preferred  his  quiet  pastoral  life ;  but  God 
overcame  his  reluctance,  and  endued  him  with 
strength  for  the  conflict ;  for  he  calleth  no  man  to 
war  a  warfare  on  his  own  charges.  Whatsoever 
therefore  he  saith  unto  you,  do  it ;  for  his  grace 
will  be  sufficient  for  you,  and  his  strength  will  be 
perfected  in  weakness. 

"They  shewed  his  signs  among  them,   and 
wonders  in  the  land  of  Ham. 

"  Insomuch  that  there  arose  not  a  prophet  since  in 
Israel,  like  unto  Moses,  whom  the  Lord  knew  face 
to  face ;  in  all  the  signs  and  the  wonders,  which 
the  Lord  sent  him  to  do  in  the  land  of  Egjypt,  to 
Pharaoh,  and  to  all  his  servants,  and  to  all  his  land: 
and  in  all  that  mighty  hand ;  and  in  all  the  great 
terror  which  Moses  shewed  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel" 

* 

"  He  sent  darkness,  and  made  it  dark ;  and 
they  rebelled  not  against  his  word." 

For  three  successive  davs  there  was  thick  dark- 
ness  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  so  that  none  re- 
moved out  of  their  place ;  a  type  of  the  darkness, 
which  on  the  pouring  out  of  the  fifth  vial,  shall 
come  on  the  kingdom  of  "  Antichrist ;  for  his  king- 
dom shall  be  full  of  darkness,  and  they  shall  gnaw 
their  tongues  for  pain,  and  shall  blaspheme  the  God 
of  heaven,  because  of  their  pains  and  their  sores ; 
and  shall  not  repent  to  give  him  glory." 

"  He  turned  their  waters  into  blood,  and  slew 
their  fish." 
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What  God  did  in  judgment  to  the  river  Nile,  he 
will  in  the  end  of  this  dispensation  do  again,  not  to 
one  or  two  rivers,  but  to  every  river  and  stream  in 
all  the  earth ;  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  16th  chapter 
of  Revelation,  "  And  the  third  angel  poured  ont  his 
vial  upon  the  rivers  and  fountains  of  waters,  and 
they  became  blood."  That  this  shall  not  be  a 
metaphorical,  but  a  real  judgment  is  manifest  from 
the  words  of  the  angel,  who,  while  worshipping 
God,  and  adoring  him  for  the  righteousness  of  his 
judgment,  adds,  "  They  have  shed  tlie  blood  of  saints 
and  prophets,  and  thou  hast  given  them  blood  to  drink, 
for  they  are  worthy."  As  the  blood  which  was 
shed  was  real  blood,  so  also  is  the  blood  they  are 
made  to  drink. 

"  Their  land  brought  forth  frogs  in  abundance, 
in  the  chambers  of  their  kings." 

"He  spake,  and  there  came  divers  sorts  of 
flies,  and  lice  in  all  their  coasts." 

God  is  great ;  with  him  nothing  is  impossible ; 
he  speaks  but  the  word,  and  whatsoever  he  wills  is 
done. 

"  He  gave  them  hail  for  rain,  and  flaming  fire 
in  their  land." 

"  The  Lord  sent  thunder  and  hail,  and  the  fire  ran 
along  upon  the  ground.  So  there  was  hail,  and  fire 
mingled  with  the  hail,  very  grievous,  such  as  there 
was  none  like  it  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  since  it  be- 
came a  nation.  And  the  hail  smote  throughout  all 
the  land  of  Egypt,  all  that  was  in  the  field  both 
man  and  beast ;  and  the  hail  smote  every  herb  of 
the  field,  and  brake  every  tree  of  the  field."  (Ex. 
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ix.  24.)  A  smilar  judgment  to  this  will  come,  not 
upon  one  nation  only,  but  upon  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  in  the  day  when  the  first  angel  shall 
sound  the  trumpet,  as  it  is  recorded  in  (Rev.  viii. 
7.)  "  The  first  angel  sounded,  and  there  followed 
hail,  and  fire  mingled  with  blood,  and  they  were 
cast  upon  ^the  earth ;  and  the  third  part  of  trees 
was  burnt  up,  and  all  green  grass  was  burnt  up." 
The  judgment  on  Egypt  was  a  type  of  this  more 
terrible  and  far  more  extensive  judgment ;  for  here 
is  blood  mingled  with  the  hail  and  fire,  and  every 
country  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  will  expe- 
rience its  desolating  effects ;  where  for  one  season  at 
least,  the  fair  face  of  nature,  robbed  of  its  green 
attire,  will  present  one  vast  scene  of  blackened  ste- 
rility. 

"  He  smote  their  vines  also,  and  their  fig-trees ; 
and  broke  the  trees  of  their  coasts." 

So  in  that  day  which  is  coming  will  the  vines 
and  the  fig-trees,  and  all  low-lying  shrubs  be  smit- 
ten, and  the  produce  of  the  ground  be  burned  up. 

"  He  spake,  and  the  locusts  came,  and  cater- 
pillars, and  that  without  number." 

He  spake,  and  it  was  done ;  who  can  resist  his 
willf  0  man,  humble  thyself  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God ;  confess  before  him  thine  iniquity, 
and  he  will  forgive  thy  sins ;  for  he  is  gracious ; 
"  for  whoso  confesseth,  and  forsaketh  his  sins  shall 
find  mercy." 


"  And  did  eat  up  all  the  herbs  in  their  land,  and 
devoured  the  fruit  of  their  ground," 
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O  ye  that  labour,  and  make  haste  to  be  rich, 
how  easily  can  God  deprive  you  of  your  wealth, 
and  say  to  you,  "  Thou  fool,  this  night  shall  thy 
soul  be  required  of  thee ;  then  whose  shall  those 
things  be  which  thou  hast  provided." 

"  He  smote  also  the  first-born  in  their  land, 
the  chief  of  all  their  strength." 

"  It  came  to  pass,  that  at  midnight,  the  Lord 
smote  all  the  first-born  in  the  land  of  Ejrypt,  from 
the  first-born  of  Pharaoh  that  sat  on  his  throne, 
unto  the  first-born  of  the  captive  that  was  in  the 
dungeon  :  and  all  the  first-born  of  cattle.  And 
Pharaoh  rose  up  in  the  night,  he  and  all  his  ser- 
vants, and  all  the '  Egyptians :  and  there  was  a 
great  cry  in  Egypt,  for  there  was  not  a  house 
where  there  was  not  one  dead."  (Ex.  xii.  39.) 
A  very  heavy  judgment :  all  milder  judgments  had 
proved  ineffectual.  They  would  not  release  them 
from  their  yoke  of  bondage,  until  they  found  that 
by  farther  persistence  they  would  be  all  dead  men : 
then  indeed  they  were  urgent  upon  the  people, 
that  they  might  send  them  out  of  their  land,  and 
thus  did  God  bring  them  out,  with  a  high  hand, 
and  with  an  outstretched  arm. 

"  He  brought  them  forth  also  with  silver  and 
gold  ;  and  there  was  not  one  feeble  per- 
son among  their  tribes." 

Thev,  by  the  commandment  of  God,  spoiled  the 
Egyptians,  so  that  he  brought  them  forth  with  sil- 
ver and  gold  :  and  all  of  them  (numbering  six  hun- 
dred thousand)  in  perfect  health  and  strength:  "  not 
one  feeble  person  among  their  tribes,"  for  God  had 
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put  none  of  those  diseases  upon  them  which  he  had 
Drought  upon  the  Egyptians,  for  said  he,  "  I  am 
the  Lord  that  healeth  thee."  The  same  Lord  over 
all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him  ;  and  if  any 
man  be  weak  or  sickly,  let  him  remember  that 
Christ  is  still  the  healer  of  all  manner  of  sickness, 
and  all  manner  of  disease  among  the  people  ;  and 
is  still  as  accessible  as  when  he  tabernacled  upon 
the  earth.  If  any  "  two  of  you  shall  agree  as  touch- 
ing any  thing  that  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done 
for  them,  of  my  Father  who  Is  in  heaven."  If  ye 
shall  ask  any  thong  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it."  "  Ask, 
therefore,  and  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  fiill." 

"Egypt  was  glad  when  they  departed:  for 
the  fear  of  them  fell  upon  them." 

"  He  spread  a  cloud  for  a  covering :  and  fire 
to  give  light  in  the  night.'9 

Thus  did  Jehovah  manifest  Ins  glorious  presence 
in  the' midst  of  his  people  Israel ;  and  during  their 
lengthened  sojourn  in  the  wilderness,  he  was  a 
light  unto  them  in  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and 
in  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night. 


M 


The  people  asked,  and  he  brought  quails, 
and  satisfied  them  with  the  bread  of  hea- 


ven." 


He  opened  the  rock,  and  the  waters  gushed 
out:  they  ran  in  the  dry  places  like  a 


river." 


He  fed  them  with  the  corn  of  heaven ;  for  man 
did  eat  angels'  food ;  and  "  they  drank  of  that  spiri- 
tual rock  that  followed  them,  and  that  rock  was 
Ouist." 

23  vol.  n. 
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"  For  he  remembered  his  holy  promise,  and 

Abraham  his  servant" 
"  And  he  brought  forth  his  people  with  joy, 

and  his  chosen  with  gladness." 
"  And  gave  them  the  lands  of  the  heathen  ; 

and  they  inherited  the  labour  of  the  people." 

All  lands  belong  to  God,  and  all  the  houses  in 
those  lands,  and  all  the  contents  of  those  houses : 
no  man  has  any  thing  that  he  can  call  his  own : 
for  "  what  hast  thou  that  thou  ha3t  not  received." 
As  the  Lord  gave,  so  he  may  withdraw  at  pleasure ; 
and  indeed  he  does  so  continually,  lifting  up  one 
and  casting  down  another,  removing  one,  and  intro- 
ducing another  into  temporary  possession ;  for  we 
are  all  stewards,  and  are  accountable  for  the  use  or 
abuse  of  what  has  for  the  time  been  entrusted  to 
our  care.  So  it  was  with  the  lands  of  the  heathen ; 
when  it  so  pleased  God  he  transferred  their  pos- 
sessions and  the  product  of  their  labours  into  the 
hands  of  his  people  Israel ;  and  this  he  did  because 
of  the  iniquity  of  those  nations,  tor  they  had  now 
filled  the  cup  of  their  crimes,  and  their  day  of  judg- 
ment had  come. 

"  That  they  might  observe  his  statutes  and 
keep  his  laws." 

This  was  the  purpose  for  which  God  gave  Israel 
good  things ;  and  this  purpose  not  being  accom- 
plished, they  were  afterwards  withdrawn.  So  will 
God  do  to  us,  if  like  Israel  we  will  not  observe  his 
statutes  and  keep  his  laws.  God  has  commanded 
us  to  return  to  him ;  and  has  given  a  form  of  doc- 
trine, which  being  received  in  truth,  will  accom- 
plish in  us  true  holiness ;  his  mercies  will  be  con- 
tinued only  to  such  as  observe  his  statutes,  and 
keep  his  laws. 


.      PSALM    CVI. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord,  0  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord ;  for  he  is  good :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever. 

2.  Who  can  utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord  ? 
who  can  show  forth  all  his  praise  ? 

3.  Blessed  are  they  that  Keep  judgment,  and  he 
that  doeth  righteousness  at  all  times. 

4.  Remember  me,  0  Lord,  with  the  favour  that 
thou  bearest  unto  thy  people :  0  visit  me  with  thy 
salvation ; 

5.  That  I  may  see  the  good  of  thy  chosen,  that 
I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  thy  nation,  that  I 
may  glory  with  thine  inheritance. 

6.  We  have  sinned  with  our  fathers,  we  have 
committed  iniquity,  we  have  done  wickedly 

7.  Our  fathers  understood  not  thy  wonders  in 
Egypt;  they  remembered  not  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercies ;  but  provoked  him  at  the  sea,  even  at  the 
Red  sea. 

8.  Nevertheless  he  saved  them  for  his  name's 
sake,  that  he  might  make  his  mighty  power  to  be 
known. 

9.  He  rebuked  the  Red  sea  also,  and  it  was  dried 
up :  so  he  led  them  through  the  depths,  as  through 
the  wilderness. 

10.  And  he  saved  them  from  the  hand  of  him 
that  hated  them,  and  redeemed  them  from  the 
hand  of  the  enemy. 

11.  And  the  waters  covered  their  enemies;  there 
was  not  one  of  them  left. 
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12.  Then  believed  they  his  words;  they  sang 
his  praise. 

13.  They  soon  forgat  his  works;  they  waited 
not  for  his  counsel ; 

14.  But  lusted  exceedingly  in  the  wilderness 
and  tempted  God  in  the  desert 

15.  And  he  gave  them  their  request ;  but  sent 
leanness  into  their  soul 

16.  They  envied  Moses  also  in  the  eamp,  and 
Aaron  the  saint  ^of  the  Lord. 

17.  The  earth  opened  and  swallowed  up  Dathan, 
and  covered  the  company  of  Abiram. 

18.  And  a  fire  was  kindled  in  their  company; 
the  flame  burnt  up  the  wicked. 

19.  They  made  a  ,calf  in  Horeb,  and  worshipped 
the  molten  image. 

20.  Thus  they  changed  their  glory  into  the  simili- 
tude of  an  ox  that  eateth  grass. 

21.  They  forgat  God  their  Saviour,  which  had 
done  great  things  in  Egypt ; 

22.  Wondrous  works  in  the  land  of  Ham,  and 
terrible  things  by  the  Bed  sea. 

23.  Therefore  he  said  that  he  would  destroy 
them,  had  not  Moses  his  chosen  stood  before  him 
in  the  breach,  to  turn  away  his  wrath,  lest  he  should 
destroy  them. 

24.  Yea,  they  despised  the  pleasant  land ;  they 
believed  not  his  word ; 

25.  But  murmured  in  their  tents,  and  hearkened 
not  unto  the  voice  of  .the  Lord. 

26.  Therefore  he  lifted  up  his  hand  against  them, 
to  overthrow  them  in  the  wilderness.: 

27  To  overthrow  their  seed  also  among  the 
nations,  and  to  scatter  them  in  the  lands. 

28.  They  joined  themselves  also  unto  Baal-peor, 
and  ate  the  sacrifices  of  the  dead 
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29.  Thus  they  provoked  him  to  anger  with  their 
invention  ;  and  the  plague  brake  in  upon  them. 

30.  Then  stood  up  Phinehas  and  executed  judg- 
ment :  and  so  the  plague  was  stayed. 

31.  And  that  was  counted  unto  nim  for  righteous- 
ness unto  all  generations  for  evermore. 

32.  They  angered  him  also  at  the  waters  of 
strife,  so  that  it  went  ill  with  Moses  for  their  sakes : 

33.  Because  they  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he 
spake  unadvisedly  with  his  lips. 

34.  They  did  not  destroy  the  nations,  concerning 
whom  the  Lord  commanded  them : 

35.  But  were  mingled  among  the  heathen,  and 
learned  their  works. 

36.  And  they  served  their  idols :  which  were  a 
snare  unto  them. 

37.  Yea,  they  sacrificed  their  sons  and  their 
daughters  unto  devils, 

38.  And  shed  innocent  blood,  even  the  blood  of 
their  sons  and  of  their  daughters,  whom  they  sa- 
crificed unto  the  idols  of  Canaan  :  and  the  land  was 
polluted  with  blood. 

39.  Thus  were  they  defiled  with  their  own  works, 
and  went  a  whoring  with  their  own  inventions. 

40.  Therefore  was  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  kindled 
against  his  people,  insomuch  that  he  abhorred  his 
own  inheritance. 

41.  And  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  the 
heathen;  and  they  that  hated  them  ruled  over  them. 

42.  Their  enemies  also  oppressed  them,  and  they 
were  brought  into  subjection  under  their  hand. 

43.  Many  times  did  he  deliver  them ;  but  they 

{trovoked  htm  with  their  counsel,  and  were  brought 
ow  for  their  iniquity. 

44.  Nevertheless  he  regarded  their  affliction, 
when  he  heard  their  cry  i 
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45.  And  he  remembered  for  them  his  covenant, 
and  repented  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
mercies, 

46.  He  made  them  also  to  be  pitied  of  all  those 
that  carried  them  captives. 

47.  Save  us,  0  Lord  our  God,  and  gather  us 
from  among  the  heathen,  to  give  thanks  unto  thy 
holy  name,  and  to  triumph  in  thy  praise. 

48.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting :  and  let  all  the  people  say, 
Amen.    Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord :  0  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  for  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth  for  ever." 

The  Lord's  name  is  to  be  praised  ;  he  only  is  to 
be  exalted.  Thanks  are  due  unto  him  from  whom 
all  blessings  come,  who  is  "good  to  all,  and  his  ten- 
der mercies  are  over  all  his  works."  The  Lord  is 
good,  yea,  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  and 
his  mercy  is  to  everlasting  unto  them  that  fear  him, 
and  to  such  as  keep  his  commandments,  to  do  them. 

"  Who  can  utter  the  miffhty  acts  of  the  Lord  ? 
Who  can  shew  forth  all  his  praise  ?" 

"Many,  0  Lord  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful 
works  which  thou  hast  done,  and  tny  thoughts 
which  are  to  us  ward :  they  cannot  be  reckoned  up 
in  order  unto  thee :  if  I  would  declare  and  speak 
of  thorn ;  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered." 
"  Marvellous  are  thy  wofks,  and  that  my  soul 
knoweth  right  well."  There  is  no  end  to  the  won- 
ders of  his  wisdom,  and  power,  and  goodness ; 
none  can  utter  or  give  adequate  expression  to  his 
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greatness,  or  shew  forth  all  his  praise :  it  will  be 
an  everlasting  theme  for  angels  and  men. 

"Blessed  are  they  that  keep  judgment,  and 
they  that  do  righteousness  at  all  times." 

To  keep  judgment,  is  to  form  just  ideas  con- 
cerning all  things,  and  this  we  can  only  do  by 
dwelling  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light.  "  God  is 
light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all ;"  "  by  abid- 
ing in  him,  we  dwell  in  light :  by  dwelling  in  his 
light,  we  see  as  it  were  with  his  eyes,  and  so  judge 
righteous  judgment,  and  not  according  to  appear- 
ance ;  by  walking  with  God  we  keep,  or  maintain 
this  righteous  judgment ;  and  thus  we  place  value 
on  that  on  which  he  placeth  value,  and  regard  as 
of  no  value  those  things  which  are  highly  esteemed 
among  men.  Such  as  keep  judgment  will  also  do 
righteousness  at  all  times,  for  they  flow  out  of  each 
other.  The  man  who  is  taught  of  God  to  think 
rightly  of  all  matters,  will  be  ready  unto  every  good 
work. 

"  Remember  me,  0  Lord,  with  the  favour  that 
thou  bearest  unto  thy  people." 

Whenever  the  "first  person  singular"  is  used  in  the 
Psalms,  the  speaker  is  Christ  himself.  0  that  men 
would  believe  this,  and  so  be  led  to  understand  the 
secret  heart  of  the  one  perfect  man  with  whom  God 
was  ever  well  pleased.  The  Psalms  are  intended 
for  this  end.  m  reading  the  four  evangelists,  we 
look  at  Jesus  from  without;  we  learn  in  the  Psalms 
what  is  passing  within.  There  we  have  the  heart 
of  Christ  opened,  and  the  secret  motives  by  which 
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he  was  actuated ;  and  bo  obtain  a  right  conception 
of  the  Holy  One  of  God,  that  we  might  be  trans- 
formed into  the  same  image,  and  have  that  mind 
in  us,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesua  "  Remember 
me,  0  Lord,  with  the  favour  that  thou  bearest  unto 
thy  people ;"  and  again,  "  I  entreated  thy  favour, 
with  my  whole  heart ;  be  merciful  unto  me  accor- 
ding to  thv  word."  They  who  desire  the  favour 
of  God  study  to  do  those  things  which  please  him ; 
thus  did  Jesus,  who  said  "  I  do  always  those  things 
that  please  him."  The  favour  which  God  bears  to 
his  people  is  great ;  "  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  neither  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive,  the  things  which  he  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him :"  he  will  lavish  blessings  upon 
them  for  ever,  blessings  in  magnitude  and  m  glory 
far  surpassing  the  utmost  stretch  of  finite  concep- 
tion, for  "  all  things  are  theirs,  and  they  are  Christ's 
and  Christ  is  God's." 

"  0  visit  me  with  thy  salvation." 

"  Let  thy  mercies  come  also  unto  me,  0  Lord, 
even  thy  salvation,  according  to  thy  word."  Christ 
longed  for  God's  salvation,  saying,  "  When  shall  I 
come,  and  appear  before  God?"  "my  soul  thirsteth 
for  God,  for  the  living  God."  "  One  thing  have  I 
desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after,  that  I 
may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of 
(an  endless)  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  enquire  in  his  temple."  That  which  he 
thus  sought  after,  he  hath  obtained ;  and  now  "  his 

flory  is  great  in  thy  salvation,  honour  and  majesty 
ast  thou  laid  upon  him ;  thou  hast  made  him  most 
blessed  for  ever,  thou  hast  made  him  exceeding 
glad  with  thy  countenance." 
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H  That  I  may  see  the  good  of  thy  chosen, 
that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  thy 
nation,  that  I  may  glory  with  thine  in- 
heritance," 

His  desire  for  glory  was  that  he  might  communi- 
cate the  same.  This  was  the  joy  set  before  him, 
which  he  set  before  himself,  "  that  he  might  re- 
joice in  the  gladnesB  of  thy  nation."  This  joy  is 
still  before  him,  not  realized  until  "  Jacob  shall  re- 
joice, and  Israel  shall  be  glad ;"  when  he  the  sal- 
vation of  Israel  shall  come  to  Zion,  then  the  rem- 
nant of  Israel  shall  welcome  him  with  songs,  and 
everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads ;  they  shall  obtain 
gladness  and  joy,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  (for 
ever)  flee  away." 

"  We  have  sinned  with  our  fathers,  we 
have  committed  iniquity,  we  have  done 
wickedly." 

When  Daniel  interceded  with  God  on  behalf  of 
his  people  Israel,  and  confessed  all  their  sins  and 
provocations,  he  included  himself ;  how  much 
more  the  great  intercessor,  who,  though  he  knew 
no  sin,  yet  numbered  himself  among  the  transgres- 
sors, and  said,  "  We  have  sinned  with  our  fathers, 
we  have  committed  iniquity,  we  have  done  wick- 
edly ;"  he  was-  the  burden  bearer  for  all  mankind, 
for  "  the  Lord  did  lay  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
Having  come  into  our  nature,  and  become  one  of 
us,"the  second  Adam,"  he  was  made  the- responsible 
head  of  the  whole  race,  and  offered  himself,  with- 
out spot,  unto  God,  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  alt 
sin,  and  is  thus  accepted  of  God  for  us.  "  Christ 
hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  having 
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(himself)  been  made  a  curse  for  us,  (to  this  intent) 
that  the  blessing  of  Abraham  (which  is  the  promise 
of  eternal  inheritance,  in  the  new  heavens  and  new 
earth)  might  come  on  the  Gentiles  through  Jesus 

Christ. 

"  Our  fathers  understood  not  thy  wonders  in 
Egypt;  they  remembered  not  the  multitude 
of  thy  mercies." 

For  the  moment,  they  perceived  the  wonderful 
intervention  of  God  on  their  behalf;  but  as  soon 
as  they  came  into  apparent  difficulties,  and  beheld 
Pharaoh  and  his  army  in  full  pursuit,  they  remem- 
bered not  the  multitude  of  his  mercies,  nor  con- 
sidered that  he  who  had  done  so  great  miracles  in 
their  behalf,  was  equally  able  to  help  them  in  their 
present  strait. 

"  They  provoked  him  at  the  sea,  even  at  the 
Red  sea/1 

"  For  they  said  unto  Moses,  "  Because  there  were 
no  graves  in  Egypt,  hast  thou  taken  us  away  to 
die  m  the  wilderness  ?  Wherefore  hast  thou  dealt 
thus  with  us,  to  carry  us  out  of  Egypt  ?  Is  not 
this  the  word  that  we  did  tell  thee  in  Egypt,  saying, 
Let  us  alone,  that  we  may  serve  the  Egyptians  f 
for  it  had  been  better  for  us  to  serve  the  Egyptians, 
than  that  we  should  die  in  the  wilderness."  (Exodus 
xiv.  11,) 

"Nevertheless  the  Lord  saved  them  for  his 
name's  sake,  that  he  might  make  his 
mighty  power  to  be  known." 
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"  He  Tebuked  the  Red  sea,  and  it  was  dried 

up  :  so  he  led  them  through  the  depths  as 

through  the  wilderness," 
"  And  he  saved  them  from  the  hand  of  him 

that  hated  them,  and  redeemed  them  from 

the  hand  of  the  enemy." 

That  was  the  mightiest  miracle  of  nature  that 
was  ever  performed  by  God,  in  behalf  of  a  great 
multitude  of  people  ;  for  their  numbers  must  have 
in  all  much  exceeded  a  million  of  souls.  "  The  Lord 
said  unto  Moses,  Lift  up  thy  rod,  and  stretch  out  thy 
hand  over  the  sea,  and  divide  it :  and  the  children 
of  Israel  shall  go  on  dry  ground,  through  the  midst 
of  the  sea.  And  I,  behold  I,  will  harden  the  hearts  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  they  shall  follow  them ;  and  I 
will  get  me  honour  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  his 
host,  upon  his  chariots,  and  upon  his  horsemen ;  and 
the  Egyptians  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord." 
Accordingly,  the  Egyptians  pursued  after  them, 
through  the  passage  wnich  had  been  opened  up  for 
Israel,  and  were  thus  caught  in  the  net,  for  it  is 
added, 

"  And  the  waters  covered  their  enemies ;  there 
was  not  one  of  them  left." 

For  when  Moses  by  divine  command  stretched 
forth  his  hand  over  the  sea,  the  passage  gradually 
closed  up,  where  the  Egyptians  were  pursuing; 
the  sea  returning  to  its  strength  covered  it,  the 
Egyptians  fled  against  it,  and  the  Lord  overthrew 
the  Egyptians  in  the  midst  of  the  sea ;  "  for  the 
waters  returned  and  covered  the  chariots  and  the 
horsemen,  and  all  the  host  of  Pharaoh  that  came 
into  the  sea  after  them;  there  remained  not  so- 
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much  as  one  of  them.  But  the  children  of  Israel 
walked  upon  dry  land  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and 
the  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right 
hand  and  on  their  left."  "And  Israel  saw  that  great 
work  which  the  Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians ;  and 
the  people  feared  the  Lord,  and  believed  the  Lord, 
and  his  servant  Moses." 

"  Then  believed  they  his  works  and  sang  his 
praise." 

Then  sang  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  this 
song  unto  the  Lord,  "  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord, 
for  he  hath  triumphed  gloriously ;  the  horse  and  his 
rider  hath  he  thrown  into  the  sea,  &c.  (Ex.  xv.) 

"  They  soon  forgat  his  works." 

A  few  days  sufficed  to  obliterate  from  their  me- 
mory this  stupendous  act  of  power  in  their  preserva- 
tion, for  when  they  came  to  Marah,  and  found  the 
waters  bitter,  they  murmured  against  Moses,  saying, 
"  What  shall  we  drink  ?" 

"  They  lusted  exceedingly  in  the  wilderness, 
and  tempted  God  in  the  desert." 

"  And  he  gave  them  their  request  -r  but  sent 
leanness  into  their  soul." 

God  is  longnraffering,  and  slow  to  anger,  and  of 

Seat  kindness ;  but  men  greatly  err  in  supposing 
at  there  is  no  limit  to  his  forbearance.  There  is  a 
limit;  and  that  the  people  found,  for  "the  Lord, 
having  saved  the  people  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
afterwards  destroyed  them  who  believed  not."  (See 
Jude.) 
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They  envied  Moses  in  the  camp,  and  Aaron 
the  saint  of  the  Lord/' 


"  For  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  with  certain 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
princes  of  the  assembly,  gathered  themselves  to* 
gether  against  Moses,  and  against  Aaron  and  said 
unto  them,  Ye  take  too  mueh  upon  you,  seeing  all 
the  congregation  are  holy,  every  one  of  them ;  and 
the  Lord  is  among  them ;  wherefore  then  lift  ye 
up  yourselves  above  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  1" 

"  The  earth  opened,  and  swallowed  up  Dathan, 
and  covered  the  company  of  Abiram." 

And  Moses  said,  "  Hereby  ye  shall  know  that  the 
Lord  hath  sent  me  to  do  all  these  works ;  and  that  I 
have  not  done  them  of  mine  own  mind.  If  these 
men  die  the  common  death  of  all  men ;  or  if  they 
be  visited  after  the  visitation  of  all  men ;  then  the 
Lord  hath  not  sent  me.  But  if  the  Lord  make  a 
new  thing,  and  the  earth  open  her  mouth,  and 
swallow  tnem  up,  with  all  that  appertain  unto  them, 
and  they  go  down  quick  into  the  pit,  then  ye  shall 
understand  that  these  men  have  provoked  the  Lord." 
And  it  came  to  pass  as  he  had  made  an  end  of 
speaking  all  these  words,  that  the  ground  clave 
asunder  that  was  under  them ;  and  the  earth  opened 
her  mouth,  and  swallowed  them  up,  and  their 
houses,  and  all  the  men  that  appertained  unto  Korah, 
and  all  their  goods.  They  and  all  that  belonged 
to  them  went  down  alivS  into  the  pit,  and  the 
earth  closed  upon  them;  and  they  perished  from 
among  the  congregation.  And  all  Israel  that  were 
round  about  them  fled  at  the  cry  of  them,  for  they 
said,  Lest  the  earth  swallow  us  up  also.'9    These 


366     THE  FLAME  BURNT  UP  THE  WICKED. 

things  happened  for  examples  to  all  future  gene- 
rations, that  all  flesh  may  know  that  it  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  provoke  the  Holy  One  of  IsraeL  A  judg- 
ment precisely  similar  to  this  will  take  place  at  the 
close  of  this  dispensation,  when  the  dragon  shall 
send  forth  water  (peoples  and  multitudes)  as  a  flood 
after  the  woman,  to  cause  her  to  be  carried  away 
of  the  flood.  The  earth  shall  help  the  woman,  and 
shall  open  her  mouth,  and  swallow  up  the  flood 
which  the  dragon  shall  cast  out  of  his  mouth.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Moses  and  Elijah,  who  shall  then  be 
upon  the  earth,  (the  two  witnesses  of  the  11th  chap- 
ter of  Revelation,  and  the  two  wings  of  a  great  eagle 
described  in  the  12th)  the  woman,  i.e.  Jerusalem,  will 
be  represented  in  her  seed,  the  hundred  and  forty 
and  four  thousand,  and  shall  betake  themselves  for 
safety  from  the  persecution  of  Antichrist  to  a  place 
assigned  to  them  by  God;  and  while  they  are  yet 
on  their  journey  thither,  an  army  shall  be  des- 
patched with  all  haste  in  pursuit,  and  the  earth 
will  open  her  mouth,  as  in  the  case  of  Korah,  Dathan, 
and  Abiram,  and  swallow  them  up,  so  that  not  one 
shall  remain  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  What  God 
hath  done,  he  will  do  again;  for  whosoever  toucheth 
his  saints,  toucheth  the  apple  of  his  eye. 


And  a  fire  was  kindled  in  the  company ;  and 
the  flame  burnt  up  the  wicked." 


There  came  out  a  fire  from  the  Lord,  and  con- 
sumed the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  offered 
incense.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying, 
"  Speak  unto  Eleazar  the  son  of  Aaron,  that  he 
take  up  the  censers  out  of  the  burning,  and  scatter 
thou  the  fire  yonder :  for  they  are  hallowed.  The 
•censers  of  these  sinners  against  their  own  souls : 
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let  them  make  them  broad  plates  for  a  covering  of 
the  altar ;  for  they  offered  them  before  the  Lord ; 
therefore  they  are  hallowed ;  and  they  shall  be  a 
sign  unto  the  children  of  Israel."    (Num.  xvi.  35.) 

"  They  made  a  calf  in  Horeb,  and  worshipped 
the  molten  image." 

"  Thus  they  changed  their  glory  into  the  simi- 
litude of  an  ox  that  eateth  grass." 

"  They  forgat  God  their  Saviour  who  had 
done  great  things  in  Egypt." 

"Wordrous  works  in  the  land  of  Ham,  and 
terrible  things  by  the  Bed  Sea*" 

Such  were  the  signal  displays  of  divine  power, 
whioh  the  Israelites  had  witnessed  in  Egypt,  and  in 
their  passage  through  the  Bed  Sea,  and  still  more 
in  the  giving  of  the  law  from  Mount  Sinai,  when  it 
was  altogether  enveloped  in  a  dense  cloud, " because 
the  Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire,  and  the  smoke 
thereof  ascended  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace,  and 
the  whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when  the 
voice  of  the  trumpet  sounded  long,  and  waxed 
louder  and  louder,  Moses  spake,  and  God  answered 
him  by  a  voice."  And  in  the  audience  of  all  Israel, 
God  spake  all  the  words  of  the  decalogue  or  ten  com- 
mandments.  And  this  he  did  conformably  with 
what  he  had  said  unto  Moses, "  Lo,  I  come  unto  thee 
in  a  thick  cloud,  that  the  people  may  hear  when  I 
speak  with  thee,  and  believe  thee  for  ever."  "  So 
terrible  was  the  sight,  that  Moses  said,  I  exceed- 
ingly fear  and  quake :"  and  so  overwhelmed  with 
terror  were  the  multitudes,  that  they  besought 
Moses  to  entreat  God,  that  he  would  no  more  thus 
speak  directly  to  them,  but  through  the  medium  of 
Moses*    "  Speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hearken 
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to  thy  voice,  but  let  not  God  speak  with  us,  lest 
we  die :"  yet  so  transient  was  the  impression,  that 
a  few  weeks  were  sufficient  to  obliterate  from  their 
minds  those  overwhelming  displays  of  Jehovah's 
power  and  glory.  Moses  had  been  summoned  to 
the  Mount,  where  he  remained  forty  days.  And 
when  the  people  saw  that  he  delayed  to  come  down 
out  of  the  Mount,  they  gathered  themselves  unto 
Aaron,  and  said  unto  him,  "  Up,  make  us  gods  who 
shall  go  before  us ;  for  as  for  this  Moses,  the  man 
that  brought  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we 
wot  not  wnat  is  become  of  him."  Thus  they  turned 
aside  quickly  out  of  the  way  which  God  com- 
manded them :  they  made  them  a  molten  calf,  and 
worshipped  it,  and  sacrificed  thereunto,  and  said, 
"  These  be  thy  gods,  0  Israel,  who  brought  thee 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt."  They  forgat  God, 
their  Saviour,  who  had  done  great  things  in  Egypt, 
wondrous  works  in  the  land  of  Ham,  and  terrible 
things  by  the  Bed  Sea." 

"  Therefore  he  said  that  he  would  destroy 
them,  had  not  Moses  his  servant  stood 
before  him  in  the  breach,  to  turn  away 
his  wrath,  lest  he  should  destroy  them." 

For  the  Lord  had  said  unto  Moses,  "  I  have  seen 
this  people,  and  behold,  it  is  a  stiffhecked  people. 
Now  therefore,  let  me  alone,  that  my  wrath  may 
wax  hot  against  them,  that  I  may  consume  them ; 
and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation."  And  Moses 
besought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said,  "  Lord,  why 
doth  thy  wrath  wax  hot  against  thy  people,  which 
thou  hast  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
with  great  power,  and  with  a  mighty  hand  f  where- 
fore would  the  Egyptians  speak,  and  say,  For  mis- 
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chief  did  he  bring  them  out,  to  slay  them  in  the 
mountains,  and  to  consume  them  from  the  face  of 
the  earth?  Turn  from  thy  fierce  wrath,  and  re- 
pent of  this  evil  against  thy  people  I  Remember 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel  thy  servants,  to  whom 
thou  swarest  by  thine  own  self,  and  saidst  unto 
them,  I  will  multiply  your  seed  as  the  stars  of  hea- 
ven, and  all  this  land  that  I  have  spoken  of,  will  I 
give  unto  your  seed,  and  they  shall  inherit  it  for 
ever."  Thus  spake  Moses,  and  the  Lord  was  en- 
treated of  him :  and  he  repented  of  the  evil  which 
he  thought  to  do  unto  his  people,  "  For  thou,  Lord, 
art  good,  and  ready  to  forgive :  and  plenteous  in 
mercy,  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  thee." 

"Yea,  they  despised  the  pleasant  land,  they 

believed  not  his  word." 
"  But  murmured  in  their  tents,  and  hearkened 

not  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord." 

God  has  chosen  Palestine,  that  small  territory, 
not  more  than  a  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  length, 
and  about  half  that  number  in  breadth,  to  be  the 
royal  residence,  surrounded  by  his  chosen  of  Israel ; 
it  will  for  everlasting  ages  be  the  glory  of  the 
whole  earth ;  while  the  earth  itself  win  be  the 
central  globe,  and  glory  of  the  universe.  This  is 
the  land,  which  this  generation  despised ;  they 
were  disinherited  because  of  their  unbelief;  for 
they  believed  not  his  word,  and  hearkened  not  unto 
his  voice.  "  So  we  see  that  they  could  not  enter 
in,  because  of  unbelief."  God  had  promised,  but 
they  did  not  confide  in  his  word;  therefore"he  made 
them  to  know  his  breach  of  promise ;"  for  "he  sware 
in  his  wrath,  that  they  should  not  enter  into  his 
24  vol.  n. 
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rest."  "Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest  the  promise  being 
(also)  left  us  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  us 
should  come  short  of  it ;  for  the  same  gospel  (or 
promise  of  eternal  inheritance)  is  in  like  manner 
now  preached  to  us,  as  it  was  then  preached  or 
declared  to  them ;  but  the  word  preached  did  not 
profit  them,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  them 
that  heard  it.* 


"  Therefore  he  lifted  up  his  hand  against 
them  to  overthrow  them  in  the  wilder- 
ness/' 

"  To  overthrow  their  seed  among  the  nations, 
and  to  scatter  them  in  the  lands." 


The  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  unto  Aaron, 
saying,  "  How  long  shall  I  bear  with  this  evil  con- 
gregation, who  murmur  against  me?  Say  unto 
them,  as  surely  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  as  ye  have 
spoken  in  mine  ears,  so  will  I  do  unto  you.  Your 
carcases  shall  fall  in  this  wilderness,  and  all  that 
were  numbered  of  you,  according  to  your  whole 
number,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  which 
have  murmured  against  me :  doubtless  ye  shall  not 
come  into  the  land,  wliich  I  sware  to  make  you 
dwell  therein  ;  I,  the  Lord,  have  said,  I  will  surely 
do  it  unto  all  this  evil  congregation  ;  in  this  wilder- 
ness they  shall  be  consumed,  and  there  they  shall 
die."  When  Moses  brought  the  irreversible  decision 
of  Jehovah  to  the  ears  of  the  people,  then  they 
repented  and  mourned  greatly,  but  it  was  too  late ; 
God  had  sworn,  and  would  not  repent.  The  die  was 
cast ;  "  their  summer  was  ended,  their  harvest  past, 
and  they  were  not  saved."  Oh,  that  men  would 
understand,  that  God  has  appointed  limits*  and  be- 
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yond  these  there  is  no  repentance  unto  life.  "Behold, 
note  is  the  accepted  time.  Behold,  now  is  the  day 
of  salvation  1" 

44  They  joined  themselves  also  unto  Baal-peor, 
and  ate  the  sacrifices  of  the  dead." 

"  Thus  they  provoked  him  to  anger  with  their 
inventions ;  and  the  plague  brake  in  upon 
them." 

"  It  came  to  pass  when  the  people  murmured  at 
the  judgment  of  the  Lord  in  the  matter  of  Korah, 
Datnan,  and  Abiram,  and  were  gathered  together 
against  Moses  and  against  Aaron,  that  they  looked 
toward  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation ;  and 
behold,  the  cloud  covered  it,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  appeared ;  and  Moses  and  Aaron  came  before 
the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And  the  Lord 
spake  unto  Moses  saying,  Get  you  up  from  among 
this  congregation,  that  I  may  consume  them  as  in 
a  moment.  And  they  fell  upon  their  faces.  And 
Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  Take  a  censer,  and  put 
fire  therein  from  off  the  altar,  and  put  on  incense, 
and  go  quickly  unto  the  congregation,  and  make  an 
atonement  for  them ;  for  there  is  wrath  gone  out 
from  the  Lord;  the  plague  is  begun.  And  Aaron 
took  as  Moses  commanded,  and  ran  into  the  midst 
of  the  congregation,  and,  behold,  the  plague  was 
begun  among  the  people.  And  he  put  on  incense 
ana  made  an  atonement  for  the  people.  And  he 
stood  between  the  dead  and  the  living ;  and  the 
plague  was  stayed.  Now  they  that  died  in  the 
plague  were  fourteen  thousand  and  seven  hundred ; 
besides  them  that  died  about  the  matter  of  Korah." 
Again,  they  provoked  the  Lord  to  anger,  while 
they  abode  in  Shittim,  and  began  to  commit  whore- 
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dom  with  the  daughters  of  Moab.  And  the  Moabites 
called  the  people  unto  the  sacrifices  of  their  gods; 
and  the  people  did  eat,  and  bowed  down  to  their 
gods.  They  joined  themselves  to  Baal-peor ;  and 
the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  them ; 
and  again  the  plague  brake  in  upon  them. 

"  Then  stood  up  Phinehas,  and  executed  judg- 
ment :  ana  so  the  plague  was  stayed." 

"And  that  was  counted  unto  him  for  right- 
eousness unto  all  generations  for  ever- 
more." 

And  this  was  the  occasion  of  it,  "  Behold  one  of 
the  children  of  Israel  came,  and  brought  unto  his 
brethren  a  Midianitish  woman  in  the  sight  of  Moses 
and  in  the  sight  of  all  the  congregation  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  who  were  weeping  before  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And 
when  Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron 
the  priest  saw  it,  he  rose  up  from  among  the  con- 
gregation, and  took  a  javeKn  in  his  hand ;  and  he 
went  after  the  man  of  Israel  into  the  tent,  and 
thrust  both  of  them  through,  the  man  of  Israel, 
and  the  woman,  through  the  belly;  so  the  plague 
was  stayed  from  the  children  of  Israel :  and  those 
that  died  of  the  plague  were  twenty  and  four 
thousand.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying, 
Phinehas  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  the 

Sriest  hath  turned  my  wrath  away  from  the  chil- 
ren  oi  Israel ;  while  he  was  zealous  for  my  sake 
among  them,  that  I  consumed  not  the  children  of 
Israel  in  my  jealousy.  Wherefore  say,  Behold,  I 
give  unto  him  my  covenant  of  peace  ;  and  he  shall 
have  it,  and  his  seed  after  him ;  even  the  covenant 
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of  an  everlasting  priesthood ;  because  he  was  zeal- 
ous for  his  God,  and  made  an  atonement  for  the 
children  of  Israel.'9  Thus  "  whatsoever  good  thing 
any  man  doeth,  the  same  shall  he  receive  of  the 
Lord/' yea,  manifold  more,  even  in  this  life,  and  in  the 
world  to  come  eternal  life.  How  great  is  the  en- 
couragement here  given  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord, 
and  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth.  They 
who  honour  him  in  the  midst  of  an  evil  generation 
will  be  honoured  by  him  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God. 

"They  angered  him  also  at  the  waters  of 
strife,  so  that  it  went  ill  with  Moses  for 
their  sakes." 

"  Because  they  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he 
spake  unadvisedly  with  his  lips." 

When  the  whole  congregation  came  unto  the 
desert  of  Sin  in  the  first  month,  which  is  Abib,  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  water ;  and  the  people 
chode  with  Moses,  saying,"  Why  have  ye  brought  up 
the  congregation  of  the  Lord  into  this  wilderness 
that  we  and  our  cattle  should  die  there?  And 
wherefore  haveye  made  us  to  come  up  out  of  Egypt, 
to  bring  us  into  this  evil  place  t  It  is  no  place  of 
seed,  or  of  figs,  or  of  vines,  or  of  pomegranates, 
neither  is  there  any  water  to  drink.  And  Moses 
and  Aaron  went  from  the  presence  of  the  assembly 
unto  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation, 
and  they  fell  upon  their  faces :  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  appeared  unto  them.  "  And  the  Lord  spake 
unto  Moses,  saying,  Take  the  rod,  and  gather  thou 
the  assembly  together,  thou  and  Aaron  thy  bro- 
ther, and  speak  ye  unto  the  rock  before  their  eyes ; 
and  it  shall  give  forth  water ;  and  thou  shalt  bring 
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forth  to  them  water  out  of  the  rock ;  bo  thou  shalt 
give  the  congregation  and  their  beasts  to  drink. 
And  Moses  took  the  rod,  and  gathered  the  congre- 
gation together  before  the  rock ;  and  he  said  unto 
them,  Hear  now,  ye  rebels;  must  we  fetch  you 
water  out  of  this  rock  ?  And  he  lifted  up  his  hand, 
and  with  his  rod  he  smote  the  rock  twice ;  and  the 
water  came  out  abundantly ;  and  the  congregation 
drank  and  their  beasts  also.  But  the  Lord  spake 
unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  Because  ye  believed  me  not, 
to  sanctify  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
therefore  ye  shall  not  bring  this  congregation  into 
the  land  whieh  I  have  given  them."  This  is  the 
water  of  Meribah,  and  in  this  only  instance  did 
Moses  fail  to  sanctify  the  Lord  God  in  the  eyes  of 
Israel ;  on  which  account  he  was  not  permitted  to 
bring  the  people  into  the  promised  land ;  thus  shew- 
ing how  careful  we  ought  to  be,  to  walk  before 
God  unto  all  pleasing,  and  to  "work  out  our  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling." 

"  They  did  not  destroy  the  nations  concerning 
whom  the  Lord  commanded  them." 

"  But  were  mingled  among  the  heathen,  and 
learned  their  works." 

"  And  they  served  their  idols ;  which  were  a 
snare  unto  them." 

The  children  of  Benjamin  did  not  drive  out  the 
Jebusites ;  neither  did  Manasseh  drive  out  the  in- 
habitants of  Bethshean  and  her  towns;  nor  the 
inhabitants  of  Dor  and  her  towns,  nor  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Megiddo  and  her  towns ;  they  only  put 
them  to  tribute,  and  did  not  drive  them  out:  neither 
did  Ephraim  drive  out  the  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in 
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Gezer ;  neither  did  Zebulun  drive  out  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kitron,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Nahalol ;  nei- 
ther did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Accho, 
nor  of  Achzib,  nor  of  Helbah,  nor  of  Aphik,  nor  of 
Rehob  ;  neither  did  Napthali  drive  out  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Bethshemesh,  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Beth- 
anath.  Thus  they  did  not  destroy  the  nations,  as 
the  Lord  commanded  them,  but  made  league  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  and  thus  they  became 
thorns  in  their  sides ;  and  their  gods  became  a  snare 
unto  them. 


"Yea,   they  sacrificed  their  sons  and   their 
daughters  unto  devils :" 

"  And  shed  innocent  blood,  even  the  blood  of 
their  sons  and  daughters,  whom  they  sa- 
crificed unto  the  idols  of  Canaan ;  and  the 
land  was  polluted  with  blood." 
Thus  were  they  defiled  with  their  own  works, 
and  went  a  whoring  with  their  own  in- 
ventions." 


u 


Thus  spake  the  Lord  of  hosts  to  Jeremiah  the 
prophet,  saying,  "  Go,  and  get  a  potter's  earthen 
bottle,  and  take  of  the  ancients  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  ancients  of  the  priests ;  and  go  forth  into  the 
valley  of  the  son  of  Hmnom,  and  say.  Hear  ye  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  0  kings  of  Judah,  and  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel,  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this 
place,  the  which,  whosoever  heareth  it,  nis  ears 
shall  tingle.  Because  they  have  forsaken  me,  and 
have  estranged  (to  me)  this  place,  and  have  burnt 
incense  in  it  unto  other  gods,  whom  neither  they 
nor  their  fathers  have  known ;  and  have  filled  this 
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place  with  the  blood  of  innocents.  They  have 
built  also  the  high  places  of  Baal,  to  bran  their 
sons  with  fire  for  burnt  offerings  unto  Baal ;  which 
I  commanded  not,  nor  spake  it,  neither  came  it 
into  my  mind.  Therefore,  behold,  the  days  Gome, 
saith  the  Lord,  that  this  place  shall  no  more  be 
called  Tophet,  nor  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom, 
but  the  valley  of  slaughter ;  and  the  carcasses  of 
this  people  will  I  give  to  be  meat  for  the  fowls  of 
heaven,  and  for  the  beasts  of  the  earth.  Then 
shalt  thou  break  the  bottle  in  the  sight  of  the  men 
that  go  with  thee,  and  shalt  say  unto  them,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Even  so  will  I  break  this  people, 
and  this  city  as  one  breaketh  a  potter's  vessel,  that 
cannot  be  made  whole  again  :  and  they  shall  bury 
them  in  Tophet,  till  there  be  no  place  to  bury." 
(Jer.  xix.  1,  &c.) 

"Therefore  was  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  kindled 
against  his  people,  insomuch  that  he  abhor- 
red his  own  inheritance." 

"  And  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  the  hea- 
then ;  and  they  that  hated  them  ruled 
over  them." 

"  Their  enemies  also  oppressed  them,  and  they 
were  brought  into  subjection  under  their 
hand." 

In  the  early  part  of  their  history,  after  their  en- 
trance into  Canaan,  the  Lord  brought  them  into 
subjection  to  the  Moabites ;  but  when  they  cried 
unto  him,  he  delivered  them ;  and  the  land  had 
rest  fourscore  years  ;  but  when  they  sinned  again, 
he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin,  King  of  Ca- 
naan, the  captain  of  whose  host  was  Sisera,  and 
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twenty  years  he  mightily  oppressed  Israel ;    but 
when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  he  heard  them  ;  and 
under  the  leadership  of  Barak,  the  son  of  Ahinoam, 
he  again  freed  them  from  bondage  ;   for  Barak 
went  down  from  mount  Tabor,  with  ten  thousand 
men,  and  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all  his 
host.     After  a  time  they  again  forsook  the  Lord, 
and  returned  to  the  worship  of  idols,  and  the  Lord 
delivered  them  into   the   nand   of  Midian   seven 
years :  and  Israel  was  greatly  impoverished  because 
of  the  Midianites;  and  again  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord,  and  the  Lord  raised  up  a  deliverer  in  the 
person  of  Gideon,  the  son  of  J  oash  the  Abi-ezrite ; 
bo  did  he  often  deal  with  them  :  but  they  eventually 
went  from  bad  to  worse,  until  the  long-suffering  of 
God  was  ended,  and  he  gave  the  ten  tribes  into 
the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria.     Thus  the  Lord 
removed  Israel  out  of  his  sight.     So  Israel  was  car- 
ried away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria  unto 
this  day.     The  remaining  two  tribes,  consisting  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  in  their  turn  also  were  first 
given  over  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon  ; 
from  which  time  they  never  recovered  their  inde- 

{>endence,  but  were  tributary,  first  to  the  Baby- 
onians,  afterwards  to  the  Persians,  next  to  the 
Grecians,  and  then  to  the  Romans,  by  whom  they 
were  finally  dispersed,  and  have  for  nearly  two 
thousand  years  continued  a  distinct  but  scattered 
people  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  "  for  the 
wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermost,"  and  there 
was  no  remedv.  They  have  become  a  bye-word 
among  the  nations,  and  have  been  cruelly  oppressed 
since  the  time  of  their  dispersion,  up  until  the  pre- 
sent century,  when  their  condition  has  been  greatly 
ameliorated ;  so  much  so,  that  in  this  country  they 
are  now  placed  or^an  equality  with  all  other  sub- 
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jects  of  the  state :  it  may  be  that  the  time  ifl  not 
distant,  when  "  The  Lord  will  have  mercy  upon 
his  people,  and  choose  Jerusalem  again." 

"  Many  times  did  he  deliver  them ;  but  they 
provoked  him  with  their  counsel,  and 
were  brought  low  for  their  iniquity." 

"  Nevertheless  he  regarded  their  affliction, 
when  he  heard  their  cry." 

4i  And  he  remembered  for  them  his  covenant, 
and  repented  according  to  the  multitude 
of  his  mercies." 

u  He  made  them  also  to  be  pitied  of  all  those 
that  carried  them  captives." 

"  Save  us,  0  Lord  our  God,  and  gather  us 
from  among  the  heathen,  to  give  thanks 
unto  thy  holy  name,  and  to  triumph  in 
thy  praise." 

In  the  first  two  verses  of  this  Psalm  we  have  an 
exhortation  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness 
and  mercy ;  and  also  for  his  greatness :  the  third 
verse  contains  a  declaration  as  to  who  is  the 
blessed  or  happy  man;  even  he  "who  keepeth  judg- 
ment, and  doeth  righteousness  at  all  times,"  ue.  "In 
holiness  and  righteousness  before  him,  all  the  days 
of  our  life."  Having  made  this  declaration,  Christ 
directs  his  prayer  to  "his  God  and  our  God,"  that  he 
would  remember  him,  and  visit  him  with  his  sal- 
vation. He,  as  the  head  of  Israels  race,  and  him- 
self called  by  the  name  of  Israel,  (as  it  is  written 
in  the  49th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  "  Thou  art  my  servant, 
O  Israel,  in  whom  1  will  be  glorified,")  proceeds  to 
intercede  for  his  people,  identifying  himself  with 
them,  saying,  "  We  have  sinned  with  our  fathers  ; 
we  have  committed  iniquity,  we  have  done  wick- 
edly ;"  and  after  a  lengthened  confession  of  their 
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long-continued  course  of  back-sliding,  and  of  God's 
merciful  forbearance  and  long-suffering,  and  right- 
eous judgment  in  eventually  casting  them  off  from 
being  a  people,  he  closes  his  prayer  with  the  words 
contained  in  this  47th  verse,  "  Save  us,  0  Lord  our 
God,  and  gather  us  from  among  the  heathen,  (to 
this  intent)  that  we  may  give  thanks  unto  thy 
name,  and  triumph  in  thy  praise."  This  prayer  for 
Israel  on  the  part  of  their  great  Intercessor  and 
Advocate,  has  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of 
Sabaoth.  Israel  shall  be  gathered  from  among  the 
heathen,  for  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  "  Behold,  I 
will  take  the  children  of  Israel  from  among  the 
heathen,  whether  thy  be  gone,  and  will  gather 
them  on  every  side,  and  bring  them  into  their  own 
land :  and  I  will  make  them  one  nation  in  the  land 
upon  the  mountains  of  Israel ;  and  one  king  shall 
be  king  of  them  all ;  for  (The  Beloved)  my  servant 
shall  be  King  over  them.  They  all  shall  have  one 
Shepherd ;  they  shall  also  walk  in  my  judgments, 
and  observe  my  statutes,  and  do  them ;  and  they 
shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  have  given  unto  Jacoo 
my  servant ;  they  and  their  children  and  their  chil- 
dren's children  for  ever :  and  my  servant  (the  Be- 
loved) shall  be  their  prince  for  ever :  moreover,  I 
will  make  a  covenant  of  peace  with  them  ;  it  shall 
be  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them ;  and  I  will 
set  my  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of  them  for  ever- 
more." (Ezek.  xxxvii.  91,  &c.) 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting  :  and  let  all  the  peo- 
ple say,  Amen.     Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

The  time  is  near,  when  the  salvation  of  Israel 
(who  is  Christ  the  Lord)  shall  come  to  Zion,  the 
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?lace  of  his  habitation,  and  of  his  rest  for  ever. 
'hen  will  he  bring  again  the  captivity  of  his  peo- 
ple. "  Jacob  8halTrejoice,  and  Israel  shall  be  glad," 
even  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand 
mentioned  in  the  7th  and  14th  chapters  of  Reve- 
lation ;  they  will  open  wide  their  gates,  saying, 
"  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lifted 
up  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory 
shaft  come  in."  In  that  day  they  shall  say,  "Bles- 
sed be  the  King  of  Israel  that  cometh  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord," and  "blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting.  Amen.  Praise  ye 
the  Lord."  "They  shall  come  and  sing  in  the 
height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord,  for  wheat,  and  for  wine,  and  for 
oil,  and  for  the  young  of  the  flock  and  of  the  herd ; 
and  their  soul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden :  and 
they  shall  not  sorrow  any  more  at  all"  ( Jer.  xxxi.  12.) 
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1.  0  Give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good ; 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  say  so,  whom 
he  hath  redeemed  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy ; 

3.  And  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands,  from 
the  east,  and  from  the  west,  from  the  north,  and 
from  the  south. 

4.  They  wandered  in  the  wilderness  in  a  solitary 
way  ;  they  found  no  city  to  dwell  in. 

5.  Hungry  and  thirsty,  their  soul  fainted  in  them. 

6.  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  distresses. 

7.  And  he  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way,  that 
ttey  might  go  to  a  city  of  habitation. 

8.  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men  1 

9.  For  he  satisfieth  the  longing  soul,  and  filleth 
the  hungry  soul  with  goodness. 

10.  Such  as  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death,  being  bound  in  affliction  and  iron ; 

11.  Because  they  rebelled  against  the  words  of 
God,  and  contemned  the  counsel  of  the  Most 
High; 

12.  Therefore  he  brought  down  their  heart  with 
labour:  they  fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to 
help. 

13.  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  and  he  saved  them  out  of  their  distresses; 
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14.  He  brought  them  out  of  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bands  in  sun- 
der. 

15.  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  child- 
ren of  men  1 

16.  For  he  hath  broken  the  gates  of  brass,  And 
cut  the  bars  of  iron  in  sunder. 

17.  Fools,  because  of  their  transgression,  and 
because  of  their  iniquities,  are  afflicted  : 

18.  Their  soul  abhorreth  all  manner  of  meat ;  and 
they  draw  near  unto  the  gates  of  death. 

19.  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  saveth  them  out  of  their  distresses. 

20.  He  sent  his  word,  and  healed  them,  and  de- 
livered them  from  his  destructions. 

21.  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  child- 
ren of  men ! 

22.  And  let  them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices  of  thanks- 
giving, and  declare  his  works  with  rejoicing. 

23.  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that 
do  business  in  great  waters ; 

24.  These  see  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
wonders  in  the  deep. 

25.  For  he  commandeth,  and  raiseth  the  stormy 
wind,  which  lif teth  up  the  waves  thereof. 

26.  They  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  they  go  down 
again  to  the  depths ;  their  soul  is  melted  because 
of  trouble. 

27.  They  reel  to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a 
drunken  man,  and  are  at  their  wit's  end. 

28.  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their  distresses. 

29.  He  maketh  the  storm  a  calm,  so  that  the 
waves  thereof  are  still. 
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30.  Then  are  they  glad  because  they  be  quiet ; 
so  he  bringeth  them  unto  their  desired  haven. 

31.  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men ! 

32.  Let  them  exalt  him  also  in  the  congregation 
of  the  people,  and  praise  him  in  the  assembly  of  the 
elders. 

33.  He  turneth  rivers  into  a  wilderness,  and  the 
water-springs  into  dry  ground  ; 

34.  A  fruitful  land  into  barrenness,  for  the  wicked- 
ness of  them  that  dwell  therein. 

35.  He  turneth  the  wilderness  into  a  standing 
water,  and  dry  ground  into  water-springs. 

36.  And  there  he  maketh  the  hungry  to  dwell, 
that  they  mav  prepare  a  city  for  habitation  5 

37.  And  sow  the  fields,  and  plant  vineyards, 
which  may  yield  the  fruits  of  increase. 

38.  He  blesseth  them  also,  so  that  they  are  multi- 
plied greatly,  and  suflereth  not  their  cattle  to  de- 
crease. 

39.  Again,  they  are  minished  and  brought  low 
through  oppression,  affliction,  and  sorrow. 

40.  He  poureth  contempt  upon  princes,  and 
causeth  them  to  wander  in  the  wilderness,  where 
there  is  no  way. 

41.  Yet  setteth  he  the  poor  on  high  from  afflic- 
tion, and  maketh  him  families  like  a  nock. 

42.  The  righteous  shall  see  it,  and  rejoice ;  and 
all  iniquity  shall  stop  her  mouth. 

43.  Whoso  is  wise,  aud  will  observe  these  things, 
even  they  shall  understand  the  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord. 

"  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good ; 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever," 
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4*  Let  the  redeemed  oi  the  Lord  say  so,  whom 
!  he  hath  redeemed  from  the  hand  of  the 

enemy." 

"  And  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands,  from 
the  east,  and  from  the  west,  from  the 
north,  and  from  the  south." 

"  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  Ms  tender  mercies 
«tre  over  all  his  works :"  but  his  goodness  will  be 
withdrawn  from  the  unthankful ;  yet  to  such  as  give 
him  thanks  his  goodness  will  be  continued  for  ever. 
There  is  in  this  Psalm  a  special  call  for  thanks- 

S'ving,  because  he  who  scattered  and  dispersed 
rael  hath  gathered  them  again,  and  set  them  in 
their  own  land,  and  sent  down  from  heaven  their 
Lord  and  King  to  reign  over  them  for  ever. 

"  They  wandered  in  the  wilderness  in  a  soli- 
tary way :  they  found  no  city  to  dwell 
in." 

"  Hungry  and  thirsty,  their  soul  fainted  in 
them." 

44  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  and  he  delivered  them  out  of 
their  distresses." 

•"  And  he  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way, 
that  they  might  go  to  (the)  city  of  habi- 
tation." 

The  forty  years'  sojourn  in  the  wilderness  was  a 
type  of  things  to  come,  when  the  Lord  by  his  ser- 
vants, Moses  and  Elijah  will  gather  the  people  out 
of  the  lands  of  their  captivity;  then  will  these 
words  be  fulfilled,  as  written  in  the  3rd  chapter  of 
Hosea,  14th  verse,  "  Behold,  I  will  allure  her,  and 
bring  her  into  the   wilderness,  and  speak  com* 
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fortably  to  her.  And  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards 
from  thence,  and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of 
hope ;  and  she  shall  sing  there,  as  in  the  days  of 
her  youth,  and  as  in  the  day  when  she  came  up 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  I  will  betroth  thee 
unto  me  for  ever :  yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me 
in  righteousness,  and  in  judgment,  and  in  loving^ 
kindness,  and  in  mercies :  I  will  even  betroth  thee 
unto  me  in  faithfulness,  and  thou  shalt  know  the 
Lord."  This  remarkable  period  of  Israel's  proba- 
tion (yet  to  come)  is  also  referred  to  by  Micah  in 
the  7th  chapter  and  14th  verse,  "  Feed  thy  people 
with  thy  rod,  the  flock  of  thine  heritage  who  dwell 
solitarily  in  the  wood,  in  the  midst  of  Carmel :  let 
them  feed  in  Bashan  and  Gilead,  as  in  the  days  of 
old.  According  to  the  days  of  thy  coming  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  will  I  shew  unto  him  marvellous 
things."  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Sing  with  glad- 
ness for  Jacob,  and  shout  among  the  chief  of  the 
nations ;  praise  ye,  publish  ye,  and  say,  save  thy 
people,  the  remnant  of  Israel.  Behold,  I  will  bring 
them  from  the  north  country,  and  gather  them 
from  the  coasts  of  the  earth ;  and  with  them  the 
blind,  and  the  lame,  the  woman  with  child,  and  her 
that  travaileth  with  child  together :  a  great  com- 
pany shall  return  thither:  they  shall  come  with 
weeping ;  and  with  supplications  will  I  lead  them ; 
I  will  cause  them  to  walk  by  the  rivers  of  waters 
in  a  straight  way,  wherein  they  shall  not  stumble ; 
for  I  am  a  Father  to  Israel,  and  Ephraim  is  my 
first-born.  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  0  ye  na- 
tions, and  declare  it  in  the  isles  afar  off,  and  say, 
He  that  scattereth  Israel  will  gather  him,  and  keep 
him  as  a  shepherd  doth  his  nock.  For  the  Lord 
hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  ransomed  him  from  the 
hand  of  him  that  was  stronger  than  he."  (Jer. 
25  vol.  II. 
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xxxi.  7.)  Thus  will  he  lead  them  forth  by  the 
right  way,  that  they  may  go  to  the  city  of  habita- 
tion' "  Thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  bring  them  in,  and 
plant  them  in  the  mountain  of  thine  inheritance ; 
m  the  place,  0  Lord,  which  thou  hast  made  for 
thee  to  dwell  in ;  in  the  sanctuary,  0  Lord,  which 
thy  hands  have  established,  (and  where  thou)  0 
Lord,  shalt  reign  for  ever  and  ever"  (Ex. xv.  17). 

"  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 
unto  the  children  of  men." 

"  For  he  satisfieth  the  longing  soul,  and  filleth 
the  hungry  soul  with  goodness." 

"  Blessed  are  they  who  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness ;  for  they  shall  be  filled." 

"  Such  as  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of 

death,  being  bound  in  affliction  and  iron." 
"  Because  they  rebelled  against  the  words  of 

God,  ana  contemned  the  counsel  of  the 

Most  High." 
"  Therefore  he  brought  down  their  heart  with 

labour;    they  fell  down,  and  there  was 

none  to  help." 

"  No  prophecy  of  the  scripture  is  of  private  in- 
terpretation," so  as  to  exclude  any  from  tne  benefit 
of  God's  gracious  words ;  for  his  mercies  are  the 
same  to  "  all  who  call  upon  him  in  truth :"  aud  all 
prisoners  in  the  low  dungeon,  fast  bound  in  affliction 
and  iron,  may  find  consolation  in  such  circum- 
stances, by  crying  to  the  Lord  in  their  trouble. 
Still  this  passage  nas  reference  chiefly  to  a  portion 
of  Israel's  children,  shut  up  in  prison  nouses  by  the 
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great  oppressor,  Antichrist,  on  the  eve  of  the  Lord's 
second  and  glorious  advent.  It  will  be  their  season 
of  trial ;  and  in  the  solitude  and  darkness  of  their 
dungeons,  they  will  remember  their  iniquities,  and 
how  they  have  rebelled  against  the  words  of  God, 
and  contemned  the  counsel  of  the  Most  High :  then 
will  they  kiss  the  rod,  and  him  who  has  sent  it. 

"  Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 

and  he  saved  them  out  of  their  distresses." 
"He  brought  them  out  of  darkness  and  the 

shadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bands 

in  sunder." 
"  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 

goodness,   and  for  his  wonderful  works 

unto  the  children  of  men  !" 
"  For  he  hath  broken  the  gates  of  brass,  and 

cut  the  bars  of  iron  asunder." 

The  sons  of  Zion  will  call  to  thee,  0  Lord,  in 
that  day,  from  the  low  {iungeon,  and  thou  wilt 
hear ;  thou  wilt  break  the  gates  of  brass,  and  cut 
the  bars  of  iron  asunder.  In  that  day  the  Lord 
"  will  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner,  and  will 
loose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death ;"  "  and 
they  shall  come,  and  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord 
in  Zion,  and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem;  when  the 
people  are  gathered  together,  and  the  kingdoms 
to  serve  the  Lord."  (Psalm  cii.  20).  "  Oh  that  men 
would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his 
wonderful  works  unto  the  children  of  men." 

"Fools,  because  of  their  transgression,  and 
because  of  their  iniquity  are  afflicted." 

"  Their  soul  abhorred  all  manner  of  meat ;  and 
they  drew  near  unto  the  gates  of  death." 
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Every  man  is  a  fool  who  is  without  the  knowledge 
of  God,  for  "  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  ;"  and  how  can  men  fear  Him  whom  they 
do  not  know  t  Men  cease  from  transgression  when 
the  fear  of  God  is  before  them,  ''for  the  trans- 

S'ession  of  the  wicked  saith  within  my  heart,  that 
ere  is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,"  (Psalm 
xxxvi.  1).  Thus  fools,  because  of  their  iniquity 
and  transgression,,  are  afflicted.  God  permits  Satan 
to  afflict  them  with  disease  :  then  their  soul  abhors 
all  manner  of  meat,  and  they  draw  near  to  the 
gates  of  death.  When  sickness  comes,  men  loathe 
food ;  the  choicest  dainties  are  distasteful  to  their 
soul;  they  are  brought  low  because  of  iniquity, 
and  should  know  that  they  have  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  God ;  who  "afflicteth  not  willingly,  nor 
grieveth  the  children  of  men,"  but  for  their  profit, 
that  they  may  repent,  and  "  bring  forth  fruits  meet 
for  repentance ;"  failing  which,  a  renewed  attack 
frequently  comes,  by  which  they  are  cut  off,  and 
"  are  sent  to  the  generation  of  their  fathers,  where 
they  shall  never  see  light." 

"  But  when  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  then  he  saveth  them  out  of  their 
distresses." 

M  He  sendeth  his  word,  and  healeth  them,  and 
they  are  delivered  from  their  destruction." 

Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  was  sick  unto  death ; 
and  Isaiah  the  prophet  was  sent  to  him  to  say  "  Set 
thine  house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not 
live  ;"  but  when  Hezekiah  <jried  unto  the  Lord,  he 
heard  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  prolonged  his 
days  for  fifteen  years ;  and  Isaiah  said.  "  Lot  them 
lav  a  lump  of  figs  for  a  plaster  upon  the  boil,  and 
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he  shall  recover,"  The  lump  of  figs  laid  on  for  a 
plaster  was  the  means,  but  not  the  cause  of  his  re- 
covery ;  for  God  sent  his  word,  and  healed  him, 
and  delivered  him  from  his  destruction:  in  vain  were 
all  means,  if  God  did  not  bless  them  for  recovery : 
our  times  are  in  his  hand ;  he  prolongeth  days,  or 
cutteth  them  short,  at  his  pleasure;  therefore  let 
no  man  trust  in  man,  or  in  man's  prescriptions ;  for 
"  cursed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  man,  and 
maketh  flesh  his  arm ;  but  blessed  is  the  man  who 
trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the  Lord  is/' 

"  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 
unto  the  children  of  men  !" 

"  And  let  them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices  of  thanks- 
giving, and  declare  his  works  with  glad- 
ness." 

When  rising  from  the  bed  of  sickness  to  returning 
health  and  strength,  let  them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices 
of  thanksgiving ;  let  them  give  thanks  and  praise 
to  him  to  whom  alone  they  are  indebted  for  re- 
covery ;  and  henceforth  let  the  high  praises  of  God 
be  in  their  mouth,  and  let  them  declare  his  works 
with  gladness. 

"  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that 
do  business  in  the  great  waters  ;" 

"  These  see  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
wonders  in  the  deep." 

Perhaps  the  greatest  natural  wonder  is  the  sea  ; 
that  mighty  mass  of  water,  stretching  over  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  earth's  surface :  in  many  places 
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miles  in  depth,  and  filled  with  fishes  innumerable ; 
from  the  tiny  eel  to  the  mighty  whale,  whose  length 
is  enormous.  To  this  vast  body  of  water  God  has 
set  bars  and  doors,  and  said,  "  Hitherto  shalt  thou 
come,  and  no  farther,  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed."  Men  whose  occupation  neces- 
sitates their  traversing  the  ocean,  do  see  the  great- 
ness of  that  Being,  who  holdeth  the  waters  m  the 
hollow  of  his  hand ;  "  these  see  the  works  of  the 
Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep ;"  for 

"  He  commandeth  and  raiseth  the  stormy  wind, 

which  lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof." 
"  They  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  they  go  down 

again  to  the  depths :  their  soul  is  melted 

because  of  trouble." 
"  They   reel  to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a 

drunken  man,  and  are  at  their  wit's  end." 

To  be  on  the  sea  in  a  storm,  when  the  waves  are 
furious,  and  mountains  high,  each  billow  as  it  ap- 
proaches threatening  to  engulph  in  its  huge  bosom, 
the  frail  bark  with  its  living  cargo,  then  is  the 
greatness  of  God  beheld,  and  his  wonders  in  the 
deep ;  for  it  is  he  who  commandeth  and  raiseth  the 
stormy  wind,  which  lifteth  up  the  waves  thereof; 
yet  by  a  wonderful  providence,  each  wave,  instead 
of  overwhelming,  goes  beneath  and  raises  up  the 
ship  on  its  mighty  crest,  until  it  has  passed ;  and 
thus  it  is  that  they  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  and 
go  down  again  to  the  depths :  at  such  awful  en- 
counters with  the  angry  waves,  how  weak  and  help- 
less is  man,  if  there  was  not  present  an  Almighty 
power  to  protect  him  !  His  soul  is  melted  because 
of  trouble,  he  reels  to  and  fro,  and  is  driven  hither 
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and  thither  by  the  raging  element,  and  is  at  his 
wit's  end;  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  him  who  is 
able  to  rebuke  the  winds,  and  say  to  the  sea,  "  Be 

star 

"  Then  they  cry  to  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their  dis- 
tresses." 

Thus  it  was  in  the  case  of  Jonah's  shipmates, 
when  Jonah  disobeyed  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  and  "  rose  up  to  flee  unto  Tarshish  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  and  went  down  to  Joppa, 
and  found  a  ship  going  down  to  Tarshish.  He  paid 
the  fare  thereof  and  went  into  it,  to  go  with  them 
to  Tarshish,  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  But 
the  Lord  sent  out  a  great  wind  into  the  sea  ;  and 
there  was  a  mighty  tempest  in  the  sea,  so  that  the 
ship  was  like  to  be  broken.  Then  the  mariners 
were  afraid,  and  cried  every  man  unto  his  God,  and 
cast  forth  the  wares  that  were  in  the  ship  into  the 
sea,  to  lighten  it.  But  Jonah  was  gone  down  into 
the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  he  lay  and  was  fast  asleep. 
So  the  shipmaster  came  to  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
What  meanest  thou,  0  sleeper  ?  arise,  call  upon  thy 
God,  if  so  be  that  God  will  think  upon  us,  that  we 
perish  not.  And  they  said  every  one  to  his  fellow, 
Come,  and  let  us  cast  lots,  that  we  may  know  for 
whose  cause  this  evil  is  upon  us.  So  they  cast  lots, 
and  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonah.  Then  said  they  unto 
him,  Tell  us  we  pray  thee,  for  whose  cause  this 
evil  is  upon  us  ?  What  is  thine  occupation  ?  and 
from  whence  comest  thou?  What  is  thy  country? 
and  of  what  people  art  thou  ?  And  he  said  unto 
them,  I  am  an  Hebrew :  and  I  fear  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  heaven,  who  hath  made  the  sea,  and  the 


392  HE  MAKETH  THE  STORM  A  CALM. 

dry  land.  Then  were  the  men  exceedingly  afraid, 
and  said  unto  him,  Why  hast  thou  done  thief  for 
the  men  knew  that  he  fled  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  because  he  had  told  them.  Then  said 
they  unto  him,  What  shall  we  do  unto  thee,  that 
the  sea  may  be  calm  unto  us  ?  for  the  sea  wrought 
and  was  tempestuous.  And  he  said  unto  them, 
Take  me  up,  and  cast  me  forth  into  the  sea,  so 
shall  the  sea  be  calm  unto  you ;  for  I  know  that 
for  my  sake  this  great  tempest  is  upon  you.  Never- 
theless the  men  rowed  hard  to  bring  rt  to  the  land, 
but  they  could  not,  for  the  sea  wrought,  and  was 
tempestuous  against  them.  Wherefere  they  cried 
unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  We  beseech  thee,  0  Lord ; 
we  beseech  thee,  let  us  not  perish  for  this  man's 
life,  and  lay  not  upon  us  innocent  blood ;  for  thou, 
O  Lord,  hast  done  as  it  pleased  thee ;  so  they  took 
up  Jonah,  and  cast  him  forth  into  the  sea ;  and  the 
sea  ceased  from  her  raging.  Then  the  men  feared 
the  Lord  exceedingly,  and  oflered  a  sacrifice  unto 
the  Lord,  and  made  vows.    Now  the  Lord  had 

Srepared  a  great  fish  to  swallow  up  Jonah.     And 
onah  was  m  the  belly  of  the  fish  three  days  and 
three  nights."  (Jonah,  1st  chapter.) 

"  He  maketh  the  storm  calm,  so  that  the  waves 

thereof  are  still." 
"  Then  are  they  glad  because  they  be  quiet ; 

so  he  bringeth  them  unto  their  desired 

haven.*' 
"  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 

goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 

unto  the  children  of  men." 
"  Let  them  exalt  him  in  the  congregation  of  the 

people,  and  praise  him  in  the  assembly  of 

the  elders." 
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The  storms  and  the  calms  are  all  in  the  hands  of 
him  whose  property  the  sea  is;  for  "the  sea  is  his,  and 
he  made  it,  and  his  hands  prepared  the  dry  land :" 
of  this  we  have  a  beautiful  example,  while  he  so- 
journed upon  the  earth.  He  was  teaching  the  peo~ 
Ele  by  the  seaside,  and  there  was  gathered  unto 
im  a  great  multitude,  so  that  he  entered  into  a 
ship,  and  sat  in  the  sea ;  and  the  whole  multitude 
was  by  the  sea  on  the  land :  and  he  taught  them 
many  things  by  parables,  and  continued  throughout 
the  day,  instructing  them ;  but  when  the  even  was 
come,  be  said  unto  his  disciples,  "  Let  us  pass  over 
unto  the  other  side ;  and  having  sent  away  the 
multitudes,  they  took  him  even  as  he  was,  in  the 
ship:  and  there  were  also  with  him  other  little 
ships ;  and  there  arose  a  great  storm  of  wind,  and 
the  waves  beat  into  the  ship,  so  that  it  was  now 
full:  and  he  was  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  ship 
asleep  on  a  pillow,  and  they  awake  him,  and  say 
unto  him,  Master,  save  us,  we  perish.  And  he 
arose,  and  rebuked  the  wind,  and  said  unto  the  sea, 
Peace,  be  still ;  and  the  wind  ceased,  and  there  was 
a  great  calm.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Why  are 
ye  so  fearful ;  how  is  it  that  ye  have  no  faith  ? 
And  they  feared  exceedingly,  and  said,  one  to  an- 
other, What  manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the 
winds  and  the  sea  obey  him?"  ''This  was  no 
other  than  the  Lord  of  hosts  himself,  veiled  in 
mortality ,,r  "  Let  him  therefore  be  exalted  in" the 
congregation  of  the  people,  and  praised  in  the 
assembly  of  the  elders. 

"  He  turneth  rivers  into  a  wilderness ;  and  the* 
water  springs  into  dry  ground." 

"  A  fruitful  land  mto  barrenness  for  the  wickedr- 
ness  of  them  that  dwell  therein." 
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Why  does  God  sometimes  call  for  famine  upon  a 
land,  that  he  may  break  the  whole  staff  of  bread  ? 
For  the  wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein. 
Before  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  there  will  be  some 
awful  seasons  of  famine  over  all  the  countries  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  "  He  will  make  waste  moun- 
tains and  hills,  and  dry  up  all  their  herbs ;  he  will 
make  the  rivers  islands,  and  dry  up  the  pools." 
(Isaiah  xlii.  15.)  When  God  sends  blessings,  and 
men  are  unthankful  and  remain  so,  they  will  assur- 
edly be  withdrawn  ;  for  God  will  "  continue  his 
goodness  (only)  to  them  that  know  him  ;  to  them 
that  are  upright  in  their  heart."    (See  Pslam  xxxvi. 

"(Again.)  He  turneth  the  wilderness  into  a 
standing  water,  and  dry  ground  into  water 
springs. ' 

"  And  there  he  maketh  the  hungry  to  dwell, 
that  they  may  prepare  a  city  for  habita- 
tion/' 

"And  sow  the  fields,  and  plant  vineyards, 
which  may  yield  fruits  of  increase." 

"  He  blesseth  them  also,  so  that  they  are  mul- 
tiplied greatly  ;  and  suffereth  not  their 
cattle  to  decrease." 

"  Blessed  is  that  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord ; 
and  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his  own 
inheritance ;  for  then  he  will  bless  the  labour  of 
their  hands,  and  will  cause  the  earth  to  yield  her 
increase,  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth  to  be  excellent 
and  comely.  He  will  open  rivers  in  high  places, 
and  fountains  in  the  midst  of  the  valleys  ;  he  will 
make  the  wilderness  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry 
land  springs  of  water,  for  them  that  are  escaped  of 
Israel ;  the  chosen  remnant,  who  shall  return,  even 


HE  SETTETH  THE  POOR  ON  HIGH  PROM  AFFLICTION.  395 

the  remnant  of  Jacob  unto  the  mighty  God."  "  Praise 
the  Lord,  0  Jerusalem,  praise  thy  God,  0  Zion ; 
for  he  hath  strengthened  the  bars  of  thy  gates ;  he 
hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thee ;  he  maketh 
peace  in  thy  borders,  and  filleth  thee  with  the  finest 
of  the  wheat."  (Psalm  cxlvii.  12). 

"  Again,  they  are  minished  and  brought  low, 
through  oppression,  affliction,  and  sorrow/' 

"  He  poureth  contempt  upon  princes,  and  caus- 
eth  them  to  wander  in  the  wilderness, 
where  there  iB  no  way." 

"When  the  Lord  hath  washed  away  the  filth  of  the 
daughters  of  Zion,  and  hath  purgea  the  blood  of 
Jerusalem,"*  they  shall  no  more  be  minished  and 
brought  low;  but  until  that  time  arrive,  he  will 
purge  them  as  gold  and  silver ;  until  he  has  purely 

? urged  away  the  dross,  and  taken  away  all  the  tin. 
^he  sinners  of  his  people  shall  be  cut  off,  and  such 
as  escape  shall  in  the  first  instance  be  brought  low, 
through  oppression  affliction  and  sorrow ;  but  the 
time  of  deliverance  will  then  be  at  hand :  for  "  when 
the  poor  and  the  needy  seek  water,  and  their  tongue 
faileth  for  thirst ;  then  will  God  hear. 

"  Yet  setteth  he  the  jpoor  on  high  from  affliction,, 
and  maketh   him  families  like  a  flock." 

"  The  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgotten  ;  the* 
expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for  ever." 

"  The  righteous  shall  see  it,  and  rejoice ;  ancE 
all  iniquity  shall  stop  her  mouth." 

The  righteous,  who  shall  see  the  day  of  Israel's' 
glory  are  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the- 
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first  born  ;  the  company  of  the  redeemed,  wha  at 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  shall  be  re-embodied,  like 
unto  their  glorified  head,  and  with  him  reign  for 
ever  as  kings  over  the  continually  increasing  mul- 
titude of  Jacob's  children,  in  mortal  flesh,  yet  all  of 
them  holy  and  without  blame  before  God.  That 
the  things  here  spoken  of  do  refer  to  the  time 
of  the  end,  is  made  evident  by  the  words,  that  u  all 
iniquity  shall  then  stop  her  mouth."  There  will  be 
no  iniquity,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall 
cover  the  whole  earth,  as  the  waters  (now  do)  the 
sea. 

"  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe  these  things, 
even  they  shall  understand  the  loving- 
kindness  of  the  Lord." 

With  the  lowly  is  wisdom, — the  lowly  are  taught 
of  God  ;  "  as  new-born  babes  they  desire  the 
sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  grow  there- 
by ;"  they  will  observe  these  things,  and  in  obser- 
ving, will  understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the 
Lord. 


PSALM    CVIII. 

1.  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed ;  I  will  sing  and 
give  praise,  even  with  my  glory, 

2.  Awake,  psaltery  and  harp  ;  I  myself  will 
awake  early. 

3.  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people : 
and  I  will  sing  praises  unto  thee  among  the  nations. 

4.  For  thy  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens, 
and  thy  truth  reacheth  unto  the  clouds. 

5.  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the  heavens ; 
and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth ; 

6.  That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered:  save 
with  thy  right  hand,  and  answer  me, 

7.  God  hath  spoken  in  his  holiness ;  I  will  rejoice, 
I  will  divide  Shechem,  and  mete  out  the  valley  of 
Succoth. 

8.  Gilead  is  mine*;  Manasseh  is  mine ;  Ephraim 
also  is  the  strength  of  mine  head ;  Judah  is  my 
lawgiver ; 

9.  Moab  is  my  washpot ;  over  Edom  will  I  cast 
out  my  shoe  ;  over  Philistia  will  I  triumph. 

10.  Who  will  bring  me  into  the  strong  city? 
who  will  lead  me  into  Edom  ? 

11.  Wilt  not  thou,  0  God,  who  hast  cast  us  off? 
and  wilt  not  thou,  0  God,  go  forth  with  our  hosts  ? 

12.  Give  us  help  from  trouble :  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man. 

13.  Through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly :  for  he 
it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies. 

"  0  God,  my  heart  is  fixed ;  I  will  sing,  and 
give  praise  even  (to)  my  glory." 
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Christ,  the  only  perfect  man,  "  magnified  the  law, 
and  made  it  honourable ;"  and  this  is  the  law : — 
"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy 
heart,  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  strength:  this  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment:  and  the  second  is  like  unto  it. 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself:  on  these 
two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets." These  two  commandments  received  a  full 
and  continued  obedience  from  Christ.  The  devo- 
tion of  his  heart  to  God  is  very  apparent  in  the 
words  with  which  this  Psalm  commences,  "  0  God, 
my  heart  is  fixed."  God  was  the  treasure  of  his 
soul,  his  supreme  and  unceasing  delight.  "  In  God 
was  his  salvation,  and  his  glory,  the  roek  of  his 
strength,  and  his  refuge  was  m  God."  "God  was  his 
strong  habitation,  whereunto  he  did  continually 
resort  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  sent 
me,  and  to  finish  his  work." 

"Awake,  psaltery  and  harp :  I  myself  will  awake 
early." 

True  religion  is  full  of  joy ;  and  gives  expression 
to  it  in  "psalms  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  sing- 
ing and  making  melody  in  our  hearts  unto  the 
Lord."  In  the  ages  to  come,  the  great  leader  of 
the  psalmody  will  be  Christ ;  as  he  saith  in  the  22nd 
Psalm,  "My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great 
congregation  ;"  and  in  the  61st  Psalm,  "  I  will  sing 
praise  unto  thy  name  for  ever ;"  and  again,  in  the 
71st  Psalm,  "My  lips  shall  greatly  rejoice  when  I 
sing  unto  thee,  and  my  soul  which  thou  hast  re- 
deemed ;"  and  again,  in  the  69th  Psalm,  "  I  will 
praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song,  and  will  mag- 
nify him  with  thanksgiving."    Christ  will  be  the 
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chief  singer,  the  leader  of  the  great  orchestra,  con- 
sisting of  many  thousands  of  voices,  all  attuned  to 
the  high  praises  of  God.  There  will  be  music  in 
the  kingdom  of  God — music  of  the  most  exalted 
order,  emanating  both  from  human  and  angelic 
voicesj  to  give  expression  to  that  enraptured  de- 
votion to  God,  which  will  blend  ten  thousand 
thousand  hearts  in  one :  Christ  himself  being  the 
supreme  leader  and  conductor.  "  The  singers  will 
go  befcre,  the  players  on  instruments  will  follow 
after ;  and  among  them  the  damsels  playing  with 
timbrels."  (Psalm  lxviii.  25.)  Then  indeed  shall 
awake  psaltery  and  harp,  the  organ  also,  and  every 
description  of  instrument,  ancient  or  modern, 
which  may  contribute  to  enrich  the  harmony  of 
sounds;  for  the  highest  of  all  objects,  viz.  the  glory 
and  praise  of  God.  "  Awake,  psaltery  and  harp, 
I  myself  will  awake  early."  Christ  awoke  early  ;  so 
early  that  his  brethren  have  not  yet  awaked ;  they 
wait  for  him,  to  come  and  awake  them  out  of  sleep. 

"  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people : 
and  I  will  sing  praises  to  thee  among  the 
nations." 

That  there  may  be  no  doubt  as  to  who  the 
speaker  is  in  this  Psalm,  he  himself  testifies  in  the 
6th  verse,  that  he  is  the  Father's  beloved;  an 
expression  of  endearment  which  the  Father  never 
used  to  any  "  but  his  beloved  Son,  in  whom  he  is 
well  pleased."  This  then  is  the  purpose  of  Christ, 
-when  he  shall  receive  the  congregation,  (i.e.  when 
he  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  sit  on  the  throne  of 
his  kingdom  ;)  as  here  declared  by  himself,  "  I  will 
praise  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people  ;  and  I  will 
sing  praises  to  thee  among  the  nations."    Number- 
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less  millions  in  the  ages  to  come  will  worship  Je- 
hovah^in  the  beauties  of  holiness,  and  be  under  the 
leadership  of  Christ,  their  "  great  High  Priest  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedek." 

"  For  thy  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens ; 
and  thy  truth  reacheth  unto  the  clouds.9* 

Here  is  a  declaration  of  the  greatness  of  God's 
mercy  and  truth:  in  JesusChrist  they  both  harmonize, 
andtnrough  him  mercy  and  grace  come  to  men ;  for 
God  delights  in  mercy ;  "he  is  rich  in  mercy  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him ;"  "  merciful  and  gracious, 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindness."  "  As  the 
heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  great  is  his 
mercy  unto  them  that  fear  him/'  and  "  his  truth  en- 
dureth  for  ever." 

"  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the  heavens ; 
and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth." 

Praise  belongs  to  God :  all  excellence  centres  in 
him :  therefore  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  the 
Lord,  and  say,  "  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above 
the  heavens ;  and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth." 

u  That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered ;   save 
with  thy  right  hand,  and  answer  me." 

God  calls  Christ  his  beloved,  "  his  elect  in  whom 
his  soul  delighteth."  Christ  knows  that  he  is  beloved 
of  the  Father,  for  "  I  do  always  those  things  that 

5 lease  him."    In  the  days  of  his  flesh,  he  needed 
eliverance,  and  therefore  "  offered  up  prayers  and 
supplications  with  strong  crying  and  tears,  unto  him 
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that  was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  was 
heard  in  that  he  feared;"  and  in  this  text  also, 
"  Save  with  thy  right  hand,  and  answer  me." 


u 


God  hath  spoken  in  his  holiness." 


"God  having  delivered  his  Son  from  the  pains  of 
death,  because  it  was  not  possible  he  should  be 
holden  of  it ;"  then  spake  in  nis  holiness,  "  Sit  thou 
on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thice  enemies  thy 
foot-stool."    Therefore  saith  Christ — 


a 


I  will  rejoice." 


In  what  does  Christ  rejoice  ?  In  the  day  when 
he  will  come  to  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for 
ever,  when  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end  ; 
it  is  with  reference  to  this  great  event,  pregnant 
with  endless  blessings  to  Israel,  that  he  thus 
speaks: — 

"I  will  divide  Shechem,  and  mete  out  the  valley 

of  Succoth." 
"  Gilead  is  mine :  Manasseh  is  mine :  Ephraim 

also  is  the  strength  of  my  head :  Judah  is 

my  lawgiver." 

The  land  of  Canaan  is  called,  hTscripture,  "  The 
Lord's  land ;"  and  also  "  Emmanuel's  land :"  strange 
that  such  a  little  spot  should  be  thus  chosen  of  the 
Lord,  where  his  glory  shall  be  for  ever  manifested ! 
yet  so  it  is.  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion :  (its  Ca- 
pital ;)  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation :  and 
when  he  cometh,  he  will  apportion  the  country 
among  the  tribes  of  Israel :  tnus  will  he  (literally) 
"  divide  Shechem,  and  mete  out  the  valley  of  Suc- 
26  vol.  n. 
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oath."  "  Gilead  is*  mine :  Manasseh  is  mine :"  aB 
the  tribes  are  his,  and  he  will  be  a  Father  to  the 
house  of  Israel ;"  even  u  the  Father  of  the  ever- 
lasting age/'  Ephraim  will  be  his  first-born,  and 
will  occupy  perhaps  the  most  distinguished  place 
among  the  tribes ;  therefore  did  Jacob's  riffht 
hand  rest  on  the  head  of  the  youngest,  while  ins 
left  hand  rested  on  the  head  of  Manasseh,  the 
eldest.  "  Is  Epraim  my  dear  son?  Is  he  a  pleasant 
child  ?  for  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do  earnestly 
remember  him  stall ;  therefore  my  bowels  are 
troubled  for  him :  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon 
him,  saith  the  Lord."  ( Jer.  xxxi.  20.)  Thus  will  Eph- 
raim be  the  strength  of  his  head:  his  joy  and 
crown.  "  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren 
shall  praise ;  thy  father's  children  shall  bow  down 
to  thee  :  even  to  him  who  is  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah  :  then  "  The  sceptre  shall  not  de- 
part from  Judah."  Then  holiness  unto  the  Lord 
will  be  inscribed  on  all  hearts. 

"  Moab  is  my  waahpoi."  . 

Before  the  Lord  comes,  certain  prophecies  must 
have  their  accomplishment,  such  as  the  restitution 
of  Palestine  to  her  own  children ;  and  the  neigh- 
bouring countries  to  the  literal  descendants  of  the 
people  who  occupied  them;  without  which,  the 
predictions  respecting  them  could  not  be  fulfilled. 
'*  The  tabernacles  of  Edom,  and  the  Ishmaelites> 
and  the  tabernacles  of  Moab,  and  the  Hagarenee^ 
Gebal,  and  Ammon,  and  Amalek."  The  Philis- 
tines also,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre;  Assur 
also  shall  be  joined  with  them,  and  will  help  the 
children  of  Lot,  t.  e.  Moab  and  Ammon."  (See 
Gen.  six.  37.)    From  Isaiah's  prophecy  respecting 
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Tyre,  that  (once)  great  mart  of  nations;  it  must 
necessarly  be  restored,  and,  like  the  land  of  Israel, 
after  being  restored,  be  again  laid  waste,  and  so 
continue  for  a  period  of  seventy  years ;  at  the  end 
of  which,  it  is  said,  the  Lord  will  visit  Tyre :  she 
shall  suddenly  recover  her  greatness;  only  to  be 
again  laid  low,  "  for  her  merchandise,  and  her  hire 
shall  be  holiness  to  the  Lord ;  it  shall  not  be  trea- 
sured nor  laid  up;  for  her  merchandise  shall  be  for 
them  that  dwell  before  the  Lord,  to  eat  sufficently, 
and  for  durable  clothing."  (See  Isaiah  xxiii.  17.) 
Her  commerce  will  suddenly  be  revived  by  the 
personal  Antichrist,  in  his  preparations  for  the 
great  battle  of  Armageddon :  it  will  be  convenient 
for  him  to  have  a  large  fleet  of  ships  in  his  imme- 
diate vicinity  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
all  of  which  will  become  the  prize  and  spoil  of 
Israel,  in  that  day  when  "  tnou  breakest  the 
ships  of  Tarsbish  with  an  east  wind."  (See  Psalm 
xlvlii.  7.)  Isaiah  also  referring  to  this  overthrow 
of  Anticnrist,  and  destruction  of  his  attendant  fleet, 
says,  28th  chapter  and  23rd  verse,  "  Thy  tacklings 
are  loosed  :  they  could  not  strengthen  their  mast : 
tbey  could  not  spread  the  sail :  then  is  the  prey  of 
a  great  spoil  divided:  the  lame  take  the  prey: 
the  inhabitants  shall  not  say,  I  am  sick :  the  people 
that  dwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity." 
This  people  (the  literal  Israel  m  mortal  flesh,  whom 
God  will  have  chosen  for  himself,  to  shew  forth  his 
praise,  "  they  and  their  seed,  and  their  seed's  seed 
for  ever")  will  spoil  those  who  spoiled  them.  The 
ships  all  stranded ;  having  immense  stores  of  food 
and  clothing,  and  filled  with  the  spoils  of  the 
whole  earth,  /which  lay  at  the  feet  of  Antichrist) 
their  crews  oestroyed  by  "  the  breath  of  his  lips 
who  shall  slay  the  wicked :"  then  will  the  prey  of  a 
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great  spoil  be  divided ;  and  thus  will  the  merchan- 
dise of  Tyre  become  holiness  to  the  Lord,  for  them 
that  dwell  before  the  Lord,  "  to  eat  sufficiently,  and 
for  durable  clothing."  Thus,  before  the  day  of  the 
Lord  comes,  must  Tyrus  be  restored,  and  again  be 
in  ruins  for  a  period  of  seventy  years :  and  so  also 
must  Moab,  to  admit  of  the  accomplishment  of 
what  is  written  respecting  her ;  for  in  the  day  that 
the  Lord  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory  by  the 
resurrection  of  the  just,  as  declared  in  Isaiah  the  25th 
chapter,  and  confirmed  by  St.  Paul  in  the  15th  of 
1  Cor.  "  In  that  day,  when  they  shall  say,  Lo,  this 
is  our  God  ;  we  have  waited  for  him.  and  he  wall 
save  us :  this  is  the  Lord,  we  have  waited  for  him : 
we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation ;"  it  is 
added,  "  For  in  this  mountain  shall  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  rest ;  and  Moab  shall  be  trodden  down  under 
him,  even  as  straw  is  trodden  down  for  the  dung- 
hill ;  and  he  shall  spread  forth  his  hands  in  the 
midst  of  them  (the  inhabitants  of  Moab)  as  he  that 
swimmeth  spreadeth  forth  his  hands  to  swim : 
and  he  shall  bring  down  their  pride  together  with 
the  spoils  of  their  hands ;  and  all  their  high  fortres- 
ses will  he  bring  down,  lay  low,  and  bring  to  the 
ground,  even  to  the  dust."  Thus  will  Moab  be- 
come "  his  washpot." 

"  Over  Edom  will  1  cast  out  my  shoe." 

The  drawing  off  the  shoe  is  explained  in  the 
Book  of  Ruth,  iv.  8,  and  signifies  rejection,  as  it 
is  written,  "  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I 
hated :  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  concerning  Edom, 
Behold,  I  have  made  thee  small  among  the  heathen: 
thou  art  greatly  despised.  The  pride  of  thine 
heart  hath  deceived  thee ;  thou  that  dwellest  in 
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the  clefts  of  the  rocks ;  whose  habitation  is  high  : 
that  saith  in  thine  heart,  Who  shall  bring  me  down 
to  the  ground  f  Though  thou  exalt  thyself  as  the 
eagle,  and  though  thou  set  thy  nest  among  the 
stars,  thence  will  I  bring  thee  down,  saith  the 
Lord."    (ObadiahL3.) 

"  Over  Philistia  will  I  triumph." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  "  Behold,  I  will  stretch 
out  my  hand  upon  the  Philistines,  and  I  will  cut 
off  the  Cherethims,  and  destroy  the  remnant  of  the 
sea  coast,  and  I  will  execute  vengeance  upon  them 
with  furious  rebukes,  and  they  shall  know  that  1 
am  the  Lord,  when  I  shall  lay  my  vengeance  upon 
them."  (Ezekiel  xxv.  17.)  AD  which  judgments  will 
be  executed  in  the  day  of  his  coming,  and  not  be- 
fore ;  and  consequently  those  nations  (in  their  des- 
cendants) must  yet  be  restored,  to  admit  of  the 
accomplishment  of  these  judgments. 

"  Who  will  bring  me  into  the  strong  city  f 
Who  will  lead  me  into  Edom  ?" 

"  Wilt  not  thou,  0  God,  who  hadst  cast  us  off? 
Wilt  not  thou,  0  God,  go  forth  with  our 
hosts  r 

In  this  text,  our  Lord  asks  counsel,  as  the 
Leader  and  Commander  of  the  people,  in  the  day 
when  he  shall  be  seen  over  them,  and  be  at  the 
head  of  them,  to  give  them  the  victory  over  all 
their  enemies.  In  that  day  it  shall  be  said,  "  Fear 
not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of  Israel ;  I 
will  help  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  and  thy  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Behold,  I  will  make  thee 
a  new  sharp  threshing  instrument,  having  teeth : 
thou  shalt  thrash  the  mountains,  and  beat  them  small, 
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and  shalt  make  the  hills  as  chaff.  Thou  shall  fan 
them,  and  the  wind  shall  cany  them  away,  and 
the  whirlwind  shall  scatter  them ;  and  thou  shalt 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  glory  in  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel"  (Isaiah  xli.  14.)  And  again  in  Zech.  xii.  6, 
"  In  that  day  will  I  make  the  governors  of  Judah 
like  an  hearth  of  fire  among  the  Wood,  and  like  a 
torch  of  fire  in  a  sheaf,  and  they  shall  devour  all 
the  people  round  about,  on  the  right  hand,  and  on 
the  left."  Again,  in  chapter  ix„  14,  "  And  the  Lord 
shall  be  seen  over  them,  and  his  arrow  shall  go 
forth  as  the  lightning,  and  the  Lord  God  shall  blow 
the  trumpet,  and  shall  go  with  the  whirlwinds  of 
the  soutn.  And  the  Lord  their  God  shall  save 
them  in  that  day,  as  the  flock  of  his  people."  But 
on  Edom  especially  will  his  wrath  be  poured  out, 
as  it  is  written  in  Isaiah,  24th  chapter,  "  My  sword 
shall  be  bathed  in  heaven :  behold,  it  shall  come 
down  upon  Idumea,  and  upon  the  people  of  my 
curse  to  judgment."  And  again,  "  Who  is  this 
that  cometh  from  Edom  with  dyed  garments  from 
Bosrah  1  I,  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to 
save.  Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel, 
and  thy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  m  the 
winefat  ?  I  have  trodden  the  wine-press  alone, 
and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with  me ;  I  will 
tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them  in  my 
fury ;  and  their  blood  shall  be  sprinkled  upon  my 
raiment,  and  I  will  stain  all  my  garments.  And 
again,  in  the  137th  Psalm,  "Remember,  0  Lord, 
the  children  of  Edom,  in  the  day  of  Jerusalem  (t.e. 
in  the  day  of  Jerusalem's  glory)  who  said,  Rase  it, 
rase  it,  even  to  the  foundation  thereof :  0  daughter 
of  Babylon,  who  art  to  be  destroyed :  happy  shall 
he  be  that  rewardeth  thee,  as  thou  hast  served  us." 
Thus  before  the  time  of  the  end  will  those  lands 
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adjacent  to  Palestine  be  repeopled  by  the  des- 
cendants of  the  former  inhabitants.  Gebal  and 
Ammon,  and  Moab,  Edom,  Philistia,  and  Tyrus,  &c. 
that  the  following  may  have  its  accomplishment, 
f Jer.  xii.  14.}  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  against  all 
mine  evil  neighbours,  that  tonch  the  inheritance 
which  I  have  caused  my  people  Israel  to  inherit: 
Behold,  I  will  pluck  them  out  of  their  land,  and 
pluck  out  the  house  of  Judah  from  among  them ; 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  after  that  I  have  plucked 
them  out,  I  will  return,  and  have  compassion 
on  them,  and  will  bring  them  again,  every  man 
to  his  heritage,  and  every  man  to  his  land."  To 
this,  the  house  of  Edom  will  be  an  exception,  for, 
in  that  day  when  upon  Mount  Zion  shall  be  de- 
liverance, and  there  shall  be  holiness,  and  the  house 
of  Jacob  shall  possess  their  possessions ;  it  is  added, 
that  "  the  house  of  Jacob  shall  be  a  fire,  and  the 
house  of  Joseph  a  flame,  and  the  house  of  Esau  for 
stubble,  and  they  shall  kindle  in  them,  and  devour 
them,  and  there  shall  not  be  any  remaining  of  the 
house  of  Esau;  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 
(Obed.  17.)  Thus  will  Edom  form  an  exception, 
because  of  the  cruel  hatred  he  bore  to  his  brother 
Jacob,  and  rejoiced  in  the  day  of  his  calamity ; 
and  thus  will  the  Lord  again  become  mighty  in  the 
behalf  of  his  people  Israel,  and  cause  their  enemies 
to  flee  before  them :  "  one  man  shall  chase  a  thou- 
sand, and  two  put  ten  thousand  to  flight ;"  for  He 
will  now  go  forth  with  their  hosts ;  and  with  him 
for  their  Leader  and  Commander,  they  will  indeed 
be  invulnerable :  no  power  on  earth  shall  stand  be- 
fore them. 

"  Give  us  help  from  trouble ;  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man." 
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In  that  day  will  Israel  no  more  lean  upon  an 
arm  of  flesh ;  their  confidence  will  be  in  God :  in 
him  will  they  glory,  and  in  his  name  shall  they 
prevail 

"  Through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly ;  for  he 
it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies." 

"In  that  day  shall  the  Lord  defend  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem ;  and  he  that  is  feeble  among  them 
at  that  day  shall  be  as  David,  and  the  house  of 
David  shall  be  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
before  them.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that 
day,  that  I  will  seek  to  destroy  all  the  nations  that 
come  against  Jerusalem."  "  x  ea,  the  Lord  will  go 
forth,  and  fight  against  those  nations,  as  when  he 
fought  in  the  day  of  battle ;"  and  Israel  shall  be  his 
battle-axe  and  weapons  of  war.  Through  God 
they  shall  do  valiantly ;  for  he  it  is  that  shall  tread 
down  their  enemies :  and  from  that  time  forth 
"  every  kingdom  or  nation  that  will  not  serve  or  be 
tributary  to  Israel  shall  perish ;"  for  the  Lord  hath 
chosen  Israel  to  be  the  head  of  the  nations ;  and 
he  himself  shall  be  the  head  of  Israel,  for  "  in  mercy 
shall  the  throne  be  established,  and  he  shall  sit  upon 
it  in  truth  in  the  tabernacle  of  David,  judging  and 
seeking  judgment,  and  hasting1  righteousness/'  On 
the  throne  of  his  father  David  will  Emmanuel  sit 
in  truth,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end. 
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1.  Hold  not  thy  peace,  0  God  of  my  praise ; 

2.  For  the  mouth  of  the  wicked  and  the  mouth 
of  the  deceitful  are  opened  against  me:  they  have 
spoken  against  me  with  a  lying  tongue. 

'  3.  They  compassed  me  about  also  with  words  of 
hatred  ;  and  fought  against  me  without  a  cause. 

4.  For  my  love  they  are  my  adversaries :  but  I 
give  myself  unto  prayer. 

5.  And  they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good, 
and  hatred  for  my  love. 

6.  Set  thou  a  wicked  man  over  him;  and  let 
Satan  stand  at  his  right  hand. 

7.  When  he  shall  be  judged,  let  him  be  con- 
demned ;  and  let  his  prayer  become  sin. 

8.  Let  his  days  be  few ;  and  let  another  take  his 
office. 

9.  Let  his  children  be  fatherless,  and  his  wife  a 
widow. 

10.  Let  his  children  be  continually  vagabonds, 
and  beg:  let  them  seek  their  bread  also  out  of 
their  desolate  places. 

11.  Let  the  extortioner  catch  all  that  he  hath  ;. 
and  let  the  stranger  spoil  his  labour. 

12.  Let  there  be  none  to  extend  mercy  unto 
him ;  neither  let  there  be  any  to  favour  his  father- 
less children. 

13.  Let  his  posterity  be  cut  off;  and  in  the- 
generation  following  let  their  name  be  blotted  out. 
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14.  Let  the  iniquity  of  his  fathers  be  remembered 
with  the  Lord ;  and  let  not  the  sin  of  his  mother 
be  blotted  out. 

15.  Let  them  be  before  the  Lord  continually, 
that  he  may  cut  off  the  memory  of  them  from  the 
earth. 

16.  Because  that  he  remembered  not  to  shew 
mercy,  but  persecuted  the  poor  and  needy  man, 
that  he  might  even  slay  the  broken  in  heart. 

17.  As  he  loved  cursing,  so  let  it  come  unto  him ; 
as  he  delighted  not  in  blessing,  so  let  it  be  far  from 
him. 

18.  As  he  clothed  himself  with  cursing  like  as 
with  his  garment,  so  let  it  come  into  his  bowels  like 
water,  and  like  oil  into  his  bones. 

19.  Let  it  be  unto  him  as  the  garment  which 
covereth  him,  and  for  a  girdle  wherewith  he  is 
girded  continually. 

20.  Let  this  be  the  reward  of  mine  adversaries 
from  the  Lord,  and  of  them  that  speak  evil  against 
my  soul. 

21.  But  do  thou  for  me,  0  God  the  Lord,  for  thy 
name's  sake :  because  thy  mercy  is  good,  deliver 
thou  me. 

22.  For  I  am  poor  and  needy,  and  my  heart  is 
wounded  within  me. 

23.  I  am  gone  like  the  shadow  when  it  declineth : 
I  am  tossed  up  and  down  as  the  locust. 

24.  My  knees  are  weak  through  fasting;  and 
my  flesh  faileth  of  fatness. 

25.  I  became  also  a  reproach  unto  them :  when 
they  looked  upon  me  they  shaked  their  heads. 

26.  Help  me,  0  Lord  my  God :  0  save  me  ac- 
cording to  thy  mercy ; 

27.  That  they  may  know  that  this  is  thy  hand ; 
that  thou,  Lord,  hast  done  it. 
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28.  Let  them  curse,  but  bless  thou :  when  they 
arise,  let  them  be  ashamed;  but  let  thy  servant 
rejoice. 

29.  Let  mine  adversaries  be  clothed  with  shame, 
and  let  them  cover  themselves  with  their  own  con- 
fusion, as  with  a  mantle. 

30.  I  will  greatly  praise  the  Lord  with  my  mouth ; 
yea,  I  will  praise  him  among  the  multitude. 

31.  For  he  shall  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
poor,  to  save  him  from  thoee  that  condemn  his  bouI. 

"  Hold  not  thy  peace,  0  God  of  my  praise." 

Again  we  return  to  one  of  the  penitential  and 
mournful  Psalms,  uttered  by  our  Lord  Jesus  in  the 
days  of  his  humiliation  and  sorrow,  when  he  had 
trials  of  cruel  mockings,  yea,  of  bonds  and  imprison- 
ments ;  for  "  he  was  led  from  prison  and  from  judg- 
ment, and  who  shall  declare  his  generation  ?  for  his 
life  was  cut  off  from  the  earth ;"  but  in  the  midst 
of  all,  his  support  and  his  strength  was  in  God,  in 
whose  law  was  his  whole  delight :  "  unless  thy  law 
had  been  my  delight,  I  should  have  even  perished  in 
my  affliction  ?"  "  Hold  not  thy  peace,  0  God  of 
my  praise."  "  Be  not  thou  silent  to  me,  lest  if  thou 
be  silent  to  me,  I  be  like  those  that  go  down  to  the 

Eit."  To  many  God  is  silent ;  they  know  him  not : 
e  is  as  if  he  were  not ;  they  pass  through  life  with- 
out God,  as  if  he  did  not  exist ;  suddenly  they  are 
cut  off;  "they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God," 
and  by  him  are  sent  down  into  the  pit  of  destruc- 
tion. 

"  For  the  mouth  of  the  wicked  and  the  mouth 
of  the  deceitful  are  opened  against  me : 
they  have  spoken  against  me  with  a  lying 
tongue." 


412       THEY  COMPASSED  ME  ABOUT  LIKE  BEES. 

Jesus  did  not  pour  out  his  complaints  into  the 
ears  of  men ;  he  did  not  seek  for  men's  sympathy ; 
but  into  the  bosom  of  God  he  poured  forth  all  his 
sorrows ;  from  him  he  sought  relief,  and  found  it. 
The  mouths  of  wicked  and  deceitful  men  were 
opened  against  him ;  their  words  were  to  him  as 
swords  and  spears ;  they  lacerated  him,  and  went 
to  his  heart,  so  that  he  poured  out  floods  of  tears 
unto  God.  He  was  as  far  removed  from  stoicism 
or  callousness,  as  he  was  utterly  a  stranger  to  that 
spirit  which  returns  hate  for  hate,  and  glories  in 
saying,  "  There  is  no  love  lost  between  us ;"  for  he 
was  sent  by  God  to  bless  men  in  turning  them  from 
their  iniquities ;  and  this  was  the  object  of  his  life ; 
but  "for  his  love,  they  were  his  enemies."  He 
came  among  them  as  a  poor  man,  houseless  and 
friendless ;  and  so  "  he  was  despised  and  rejected." 
When  they  saw  him,  they  perceived  no  beauty 
that  they  should  desire  him ;  they  opened  their 
mouth  wide  against  him,  not  in  secret  whispers, 
but  openly  undervaluing  and  decrying  all  the 
wonderful  proofs  which  he  gave  that  his  mission 
was  from  God ;  they  said,  "he  casteth  out  devils 
through  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  devils ;"  and  thus 
they  spake  against  him  with  a  lying  tongue. 


u 


They  compassed  me  about  also  with  words 
of  hatred ;  and  fought  against  me  without 


a  cause." 


The   common    people    (generally)    heard   him 

fladly ;  yet  of  the  millions  that  then  lived  in  Judea 
ow  few  believed  his  report  I  To  few  indeed  was 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed;  great  crowds  followed 
him,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  to  witness  his 
miracles  which  he  did  on  them  that  were  diseased ; 


FOR  MY  LOVE  THEY  ARE  MY  ADVERSARIES.    413 

but  the  upper  classes  were  almost  to  a  man  against 
him :  he  was  not  such  a  man  as  they  expected 
their  Messiah  to  be ;  and  moreover  he  was  (as  they 
thought)  a  low-born  Nazarene,  a  Galilean,  out  of 
which  no  prophet  could  arise.  It  was  a  stumb- 
ling-block to  them,  that  they  did  not  know  the  truth 
of  his  birth  place;  they  did  not  enquire,  but  took 
it  for  granted,  that  as  his  (supposed)  Father  and 
Mother  lived  at  Nazareth,  so  he  must  have  been 
born  there ;  but  even  if  this  had  been  cleared  up, 
it  would  not  have  removed  the  deep-seated  hatred 
of  their  heart  to  his  doctrines,  which  were  so 
repugnant  to  their  pride  ;  they  compassed  him 
about  with  words  of  hatred,  urging  him  vehemently, 
and  provoking  him  to  speak  of  many  things,  that 
they  might  catch  hold  of  his  words.  While  walk- 
ing during  a  winter's  day  in  Solomon's  porch,  de- 
livering that  beautifiul  parable  of  the  good  shep- 
herd, as  contained  in  John,  10th  chapter,  they 
came  round  about  him,  saying,  "  How  long  dost 
thou  make  us  to  doubt  ?  if  thou  be  the  Christ,  tell 
us  plainly  ?"  as  if  they  were  on  the  point  of  re- 
ceiving him  as  their  Messiah !  But  bo  far  was  this 
from  being  the  case,  that  in  a  few  minutes  there- 
after, they  took  up  stones  to  stone  him,  thereby 
shewing,  that  a  lie  was  on  their  lips,  while  hatred 
was  in  their  hearts.  In  him  they  saw  God,  and 
hated  both  him  and  his  Father ;  and  the  word  was 
fulfilled  that  is  written  in  their  law,  "  They  hated 
me  without  a  cause :"  and  because  they  hated  him, 
they  fought  against  him. 


€i 


For  my  love  they  are  my  adversaries.*1 


It  is  one  of  his  holy  precepts,  "  To  love  them 
who  hate  us ;"  all  his  precepts  were  illustrated  by 


414         THEY  REWARDED  ME  EVIL  FOR  GOOD. 

his  bright  and  glorious  example :  he  was  not  Eke 
the  Pharisees,  "  who  say  and  do  not."  What  he 
commanded  others  to  do,  that  he  did  himself  in 

Eerfection.  To  be  drawn  out  in  love  to  them  who 
ate  us,  is  a  heaven-born  principle,  which  existed 
in  Christ  in  perfection,  and  must  exist  in  ns  also,  if 
we  be  Christ's. 

"  But  I  give  myself  to  prayer." 

Prayer  was  his  remedy  for  all  complaints,  his 
healing  balm  for  all  diseases;  he  came  with  his 
sorrowful  and  heavy  burdens,  and  laid  them  all  at 
the  feet  of  his  God  and  Father ;  thus  he  found  re- 
lief ;  and  thus  from  day  to  day  he  fought  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  and  was  enabled  through  the  eternal 
Spirit,  to  present  himself  without  spot  unto  Go<L 

"  They  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and 
hatred  for  my  love." 

Christ  came  to  bless  that  nation,  "  he  came  unto 
his  own,  but  his  own  received  him  not ;"  they  des- 
pised his  counsel,  and  would  none  of  his  reproof ; 
they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his  entreating  voice ;  yea> 
they  made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant,  that  they 
might  give  heed  to  none  of  his  words,  although  he 
spake  as  never  man  spake,  and  did  among  them 
the  works  that  never  man  did :  he  entreated  them 
to  come  to  him,  that  they  might  have  life,  and  to 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  God,  speaking  by  his 
mouth,  yet  they  turned  to  him  a  deaf  ear ;  "  they 
were  like  the  deaf  adder,  that  will  not  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charming  never  so  wisely." 

"  Set  thou  a  wicked  man  c  ver  him ;  and  let 
Satan  stand  at  his  right  hand." 


IiET  SATAN  STAND  AT  HIS  RIGHT  HAND.       415 

There  is  a  time  to  intercede  for  aimers,  saying, 
u  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do  ;"  and  there  is  a  time  to  imprecate  wrath. 
When  Christ  pleads  for  mercy,  it  comes ;  and  when 
he  cries  for  vengeance,  it  comes  also.  Now,  God 
edtteth  on  the  mercy  seat,  but  to  every  soul  who 
dies  in  his  sins,  God  will  be  found  on  the  judgment 
seat,  recompensing  vengeance  to  his  adversaries. 
Even  now  there  are  many  whom  God  hath  "  utterly 
doomed  to  destruction,"  as  he  did  Benhadad,  the 
king  of  Damascus,  whom  Ahab  spared,  for  which 
he  was  denounced  by  the  prophet,  saying,  "  Thy 
life  shall  be  for  his  life."  When  men's  consciences 
have  became  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron,  when  they 
are  become  hardened  in  their  wickedness,  then  are 
they  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind ;  and  then  is 
wrath  imprecated  on  their  heads;  "let  wicked 
men  rule  over  them,  and  let  Satan  stand  at  their 
right  hand,"  to  be  their  guide  and  counsellor,  their 
instigator  to  all  deeds  of  wickedness  and  crime. 

"  When  he  shall  be  judged,  let  him  be  con- 
demned ;  and  let  his  prayer  become  sin." 

When  by  death  he  is  removed  to  the  bar  of 
judgment,  let  the  sentence  of  condemnation  be 
pronounced  against  him,  and  let  his  cry  for  mercy 
be  unheard,  as  if  his  prayer  itself  were  loathsome 
before  God. 

"  Let  his  days  be  few." 

Greatly  shortened  as  the  tenure  of  human  life 
now  is,  many  there  are  who  do  not  live  out  half 
their  days ;  they  are  cut  off  by  some  one  of  the 


416  LET  ANOTHER  TAKE  HIS  OFFICE. 

many  diseases,  which  are  sent  on  mankind,  because 
of  sin ;  they  disappear  from  the  busy  scene,  and 
are  not,  and  the  place  that  knew  them  knows  them 
no  more. 

"  And  let  another  take  his  office." 

This  was  applied  to  Judas,  of  whom  it  was  said, 
"  his  bishoprick  let  another  take  :"  but  it  is  equally 
true  of  all  who  hold  important  offices  of  trust;  when 
it  pleases  God  to  take  them  away  in  his  wrath, 
then  are  there  greedy  competitors  ready  to  take 
their  office,  and  so  fill  up  the  vacant  place. 

"  Let  his  children  be  fatherless,  and  his  wife  a 
widow." 

This  is  the  first  painful  result  to  the  survivors ; 
the  children  become  fatherless,  and  the  wife  a 
widow;  their  staff  of  bread  is  broken,  and  the 
source  of  their  support  gone. 

"  Let  his  children  be  continually  vagabonds, 
and  beg;  let  them  seek  their  bread  out 
of  their  desolate  places." 

The  father  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  to  care  for 
them.  In  their  prosperity  they  despised  their  neigh- 
bours; and  now  in  their  tarn,  their  neighbours 
despise  them,  and  leave  them  to  find  their  bread 
as  they  best  may  or  can,  in  their  now  desolate 
homes. 

"  Let  the  extortioner  catch  all  he  hath ;  (left) 
and  let  the  stranger  spoil  his  labour." 


LET  HIS  POSTERITY  BE  CUT  OFF.  417 

How  often  does  the  residue  of  a  inau's  estate 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  extortioner !  and  the  care- 
ful husbandry  of  years  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
stranger.  The  houses  which  they  built  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  become  the  property  of 
others ;  and  the  lands  which  they  called  after  their 
own  names,  are  transferred  to  such  as  knew  them  not. 
These  are  common  occurrences  in  the  every-day 
history  of  human  life  ;  and  though  unperceived  as 
the  judgment  of  God,  yet  are  they  really  so ;  thus 
fulfilling  the  prayer  of  Christ  concerning  those  who 
rewarded  him  evil  for  good,  and  returned  to  him 
hatred  for  his  love. 


"  Let  there  be  none  to  extend  mercy  to  him : 
(in  his  posterity)  nor  any  to  favour  his 
fatherless  children." 

"Let  his  posterity  be  cut  off;  and  in  the  ge- 
neration following  let  their  name  be  blot- 
ted out." 


Is  not  this  what  the  Lord  hath  spoken,  when 
from  Mount  Sinai  he  proclaimed  the  law,  "  Visiting 
the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  unto 
the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate 
me,  and  shewing  mercy  unto  (the)  thousands  of 
them  that  love  me,  and  keep  my  commandments." 

"  Let  the  iniquity  of  his  fathers  be  remember- 
ed with  the  Lord :  and  let  not  the  sin  of 
his  mother  be  blotted  out." 

"  Let  them  be  before  the  Lord  continually, 
that  he  may  cut  off  the  memory  of  them 
from  the  earth." 
27  VOL.  n. 


I 


418  HELL  AND  DESTRUCTION  ARE  BEFORE  THE  LORD. 

44  Behold,  therefore  the  goodness  and  severity  of 
God:  toward  them  (who  incur  his  high  displeasure.) 
severity ;  but  toward  us  goodness,  if  we  continue 
in  nis  goodness ;"  otherwise  we  shall  become  the 
subjects  of  his  wrathful  indignation  ;  for  with  him 
is  no  respect  of  persons :  "  to  them  who  by  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory,  honour, 
and   immortality,   eternal  life;   but  to  them  who 
are  contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but 
obey  unrighteousness,  indignation  and  wrath,  tri- 
bulation, and  anguish,  upon  every  soul  of  man,  who 
doethevil."     "Wilt  thou  then  say,   Why  doth  he 
et  find  fault,  for  who  hath  resisted  his  will  f    Nay, 
ut  0  man,  who  art  thou  that  repliest  against  God  ? 
Shall  the  thing  formed  say  unto  him  who  formed 
it.  Why  hast  thou  made  me  thus  V '     As  the  potter 
hath  power  over  the  clay,  so  hath  God  power  over 
us ;  and  our  hard  thoughts  of  him  will  not  alter  his 
purpose  respecting  us,  if  we  continue  in  rebellion 
against  him.     "  Hell  and  destruction  are  before  the 
Lord,  how  much  more  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men."      "  Humble  yourselves,  therefore,  under  the 
mighty  hand  of  God."     Be  afflicted,  and  mourn, 
and  weep ;  cry  mightily  to  God,  to  take  away  the 
heart  of  stone,  and  give  the  heart  of  flesh !     0  sin- 
ner, the  evil  is  all  in  thyself,  not  in  God!     Learn 
from  the  holy  scriptures  God's  appointed  method 
for  deliverance  from  the  evil ;  and  the  Lord  will 
have  mercy  upon  you,  yea,  he  will  abundantly 
pardon,  "  Wash  you,  make  you  clean ;  put  away  the 
evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes ;  cease 
to  do  evil ;  learn  to  do  well ;  seek  judgment ;  re- 
lieve the  oppressed ;  judge  the  fatherless;  plead  for 
the  widow.    Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together, 
eaith  the  Lord ;   Though  your  mns  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow ;  though  they  be  red 
like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wooL" 


HE  THAT  L0VETH  NOT  KNOWETH  NOT  GOD.      419 

* 

"Because  that  he  remembered  not  to  shew 
mercy." 

Selfishness  shuts  out  all  thought  or  care  for  others; 
a  selfish  man  remembers  not  to  shew  mercy ;  his 
thoughts  are  all  absorbed  about  himself,  he  is  his 
own  idol ;  his  god  is  his  belly,  or  the  ornamenting 
of  his  person,  or  the  advancement  of  his  position, 
or  the  increase  of  his  wealth,  or  the  varied  amuse- 
ments of  life :  his  thoughts  are  engaged  with  se- 
cular matters ;  he  is  ever  looking  on  nis  own  things, 
not  on  the  things  of  others,  mindful  only  of  himself, 
or  it  may  be  of  his  immediate  connections.  He 
loves  not,  for  he  knows  not  God,  and  aa  mercy  is 
an  attribute  of  love,  he  is  a  stranger  to  that  heaven- 
born  principle.  Bowels  of  compassion  he  knows 
not ;  he  neither  remembers  nor  has  any  desire  to 
shew  mercy ;  shut  up  within  himself,  or  at  farthest 
the  narrow  boundary  of  his  own  domestic  circle, 
totally  alienated  from  God,  he  shall  utterly  perish 
in  his  own  corruption. 

• 

"But  persecuted  the  poor  and  needy  man, 
that  he  might  even  slay  the  broken  in 
heart." 

The  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  were  the  great 
and  unceasing  persecutors  of  Christ;  they  were 
the  established  authorities,  the  rulers  of  the  people, 
and  elders  of  Israel :  he,  in  their  estimation  was 
an  upstart,  a  fellow  whom  no  man  knew  whence 
he  was ;  and  although  he  had  done  so  many  mira- 
cles, yet  believed  they  not  on  him,  but  persecuted 
him,  even  to  death ;  they  persecuted  the  poor  and 
needy  man,  and  could  not  find  rest,  until  they  had 
slain  the  broken  in  spirit 


420    LET  CURSING  COME  TO  SUCH  AS  LOVE  CURSING. 

"As  he  loved  cursing,  so  let  it  come  unto  him ; 

as  he  delighted  not  in  blessing,  so  let  it  be 

far  from  him." 
"  As  he  clothed  himself  with  cursing  like  as 

with  his  garment,  so  let  it  come  into  his 

bo  ivek  like   water,  and  like  oil  into  his 

bones." 
"  Let  it  be  unto  him  as  the  garment  which 

covereth  him,  and  for  a  girdle  wherewith 

he  is  girded  continually." 

"  According  to  their  deeds,  accordingly  will  he 
repay,  fury  to  his  adversaries,  recompense  to  his 
enemies."  Whoso  loves  cursing  (and  all  who 
secretly  desire  evil  to  others,  or  are  secretly  glad 
at  calamities,  love  cursing)  God  will  curse  them ; 
as  they  delighted  not  in  ministering  blessings  to 
others,  God  will  for  ever  take  away  all  blessings 
from  them,  and  the  deprivation  of  all  blessings  means 
the  entire  withdrawal  of  all  those  things  which  are 
necessary  to  the  comfort  of  body  and  mind ;  all 
that  can  gratify  the  senses  of  the  body;  sight,  smell, 
touch,  taste,  and  hearing,  and  all  that  ministers  en- 
joyment to  the  mind  will  oe  for  ever  withdrawn ;  and 
instead  thereof,  positive  pain  of  the  most  poignant 
nature,  and  of  eternal  duration  be  inflicted.  Let  not 
men  kick  against  it;  they  cannot  by  doing  so,  ar- 
rest their  dreadful  fate.  "  Kiss  the  Son  before  he 
be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way  ;  when  once 
his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little,  blessed  are  all 
they  who  put  their  trust  in  him." 

"  Let  this  be  the  reward  of  mine  adversaries 
from  the  Lord,  and  of  them  who  speak 
evil  against  my  soul" 


DO  THOU  POR  ME,  O  GOD  THE  LORD.      421 

This  shall  be  the  reward  of  all  who  are  adversaries 
to  Christ,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me." 
AH  who  love  not  the  Lord  Jesus  are  his  adversaries ; 
"  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words ;"  "  he 
that  loveth  me  not  keepeth  not  my  savings."  Thus 
we  are  his  adversaries,  if  we  love  nim  not ;  aud 
love  him  we  cannot,  and  will  not,  until  we  believe 
in  the  love  which  he  bears  to  us ;  for  the  proof  of 
which  he  appeals  to  the  cross.  By  it  we  see  his 
love  to  us,  and  at  the  same  time  our  redemption 
through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins ; 
then  love  flows  spontaneously ;  then  we  cease  to  be 
his  adversaries ;  then  we  become  numbered  among 
his  friends,  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  will,  as  it  is 
written,  "  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever 
I  command  you." 

'*  But  do  thou  for  me,  0  God  the  Lord,  for  thy 
name's  sake ;  because  thy  mercy  is  good, 
deliver  thou  me." 

Do  thou  for  me,  embraces  all  he  needed  from 
God ;  and  God  did  perform  all  things  for  him  most 
perfectly.  It  was  on  account  and  because  ot  his 
own  name,  he  asked  of  God  to  do  for  him.  God's 
name  is  love ;  it  is  the  moving  spring  of  all  his 
actions.  There  is  no  higher  motive,  by  which  even 
God  can  be  moved ;  and  this  love  in  full  view  bore 
his  Son  through  his  sea  of  troubles,  and  brought 
him  in  safety  to  the  land  of  uprightness.  In  mercy 
to  us  was  all  this  done,  for  Jesus  was  fighting  our 
battle,  and  won  it  by  the  power  of  the  eternal 
Spirit,  and  then  said  to  us,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  I 
have  overcome  the  world."  It  was  a  long  and  an 
arduous  struggle,  for  he  conflicted  with  men  and 
devils,  and  had  no  strength  in  himself,  as  the  fol- 
lowing words  shew — 


422        MY  KNEES  ARE  WEAK  THROUGH  FASTING. 

"  I   am  poor  and  needy,   and  my  heart    is 
wounded  within  me." 

"  He  being  (of  old)  rich,  for  our  sakes  became 
poor ;"  dependent  on  his  Father  for  power  to  resist 
evil  and  do  good:  for  power  to  cast  out  devils,  and 
to  heal  all  manner  of  sickness  among  the  people. 
They  greatly  err  who  think  that  Christ  acted  by 
his  own  strength ;  when  he  took  upon  him  the  form 
of  a  servant,  he  became  a  recipient,  and  is  pleased 
to  speak  of  himself  in  the  most  abject  language,  as 
"  a  worm  and  no  man." 

"  I  am  gone  like  the  shadow  when  it  declineth ; 
I  am  tossed  up  and  down  as  the  locust" 

As  the  shadow  on  the  dial  plate  is  gone  when 
the  sun  declineth  below  the  horizon,  so  did  our 
Lord  Jesus  evanish  on  the  day  of  his  crucifixion, 
and  the  multitudes  saw  him  no  more;  he  dis- 
appeared like  the  shadow  when  it  declineth. 

"  My  knees  are  weak  through  fasting ;  and  my 

flesh  faileth  of  fatness." 
"  I  became  also  a  reproach  unto  them  ;  when 

they  looked  upon  me,  they  shaked  their 

heads." 

What  language  could  be  employed  to  express 
greater  feebleness  and  weakness  I  Truly  he  was 
as  a  man  that  had  no  strength  ;  "he  was  crucified 
through  weakness,  but  liveth  by  the  power  of  God." 
While  being  crucified  for  us,  "he  looked  on  his  right 
hand  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no  one  that  would 
know  him  ;  no  man  cared  for  liis  soul ;"  they  Btood 
before   him,    while  suspended  on   the   cross,  and 
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loaded  him  with  reproaches;  they  shaked  their 
heads  contemptuously,  and  said,  "Ah,  thou  that 
destroyest  the  temple,  and  buildest  it  in  three  days, 
save  thyself."  There  was  no  sympathy  nor  pity, 
for  they  said,  "  God  hath  forsaken  mm." 

"  Help  me,  0  Lord  my  God ;  0  save  me  ac- 
cording to  thy  mercy." 

"  That  they  may  Know  that  this  is  thy  hand ; 
that  thou  Lord  hast  done  it." 

Jesus  cried  to  God  for  help  in  this  his  most  try- 
ing hour,  when  all  his  friends  forsook  him  and  fled: 
they  were  confounded  to  see  him  suspended  on  the 
cross,  in  whom  they  had  trusted  that  it  was  he  that 
should  have  redeemed  Israel  His  disciples  were 
amazed,  and  concluded  that  they  must  have  been 
in  error  in  acknowledging  him  as  Messiah ;  they 
looked  away  from  him,  because  he  could  not  save 
himself.  With  the  exception  of  his  mother,  and  his 
mother's  sister,  and  the  beloved  John,  who  stood  at 
the  foot  of  his  cross,  all  the  rest  stood  afar  off,  and 
smote  upon  their  breasts  in  despair ;  for  now  their 
hopes  of  him  as  Messiah  were  departed  and  gone  ; 
not  one  among  them  all  appears  to  have  anticipated 
a  speedy  resurrection !  His  enemies  (and  they 
were  by  far  the  most  numerous)  looked  upon  him 
with  hate  ;  "  they  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouth 
as  a  ravening  and  a  roaring  lion  ;"  his  friends,  all 
of  them,  looked  on  with  sorrow,  as  one  lost  to  them 
for  ever ;  and  some,  if  not  many,  with  suspicion 
that  after  all  he  was  a  deceiver,  seeing  he  had 
wrought  no  deliverance  for  Israel,  and  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  had  not  come.  Thus  he  was  alone,  and 
without  sympathy  in  his  hour  of  deepest  sorrow. 
"  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me." 
Refuge  failed  him,  and  all  sympathy  from  man ;  he 
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was  alone,  and  yet  not  alone,  for  his  Father  was 
with  him,  and  unto  him  he  cried,  and  did  not  cry 
in  vain.  Almost  the  same  words  are  used  in  the 
30th  Psalm,  verse  10,  in  the  exact  same  circum- 
stances, "  Hear,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me, 
Lord,  be  thou  my  helper ;"  and  here,  "  0  save  me 
according  to  thy  mercy."  God  saved  him,  not 
from  death  (for  how  then  could  the  scriptures  be 
fulfilled,  that  thus  it  must  be)  but  by  speedily  rais- 
ing him  up  from  death,  to  die  no  more.  Oh,  it 
was  a  mighty  deliverance  to  him,  and  through  him 
to  the  whole  race,  for  "  as  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in 
Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive."  Jesus  knew  all 
things  that  were  to  come  upon  him  ;  and  to  Pilate 
he  said,  "  Thou  couldst  have  no  power  at  all  against 
me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above."  But 
until  his  resurrection  none  of  his  disciples  could  see 
in  his  crucifixion  the  hand  of  God;  they  did  not 
see  that  "  thou  Lord  hast  done  it ;"  but  how  rapidly 
did  this  truth  flash  over  their  mind,  when  they  be- 
held him  again  !  Then  they  saw  that  "  he,  being 
delivered  by  the  determinate  counsel  and  fore- 
knowledge of  God,  the  Jews  by  wicked  hands  had 
crucified  and  slain."  Now  they  knew  and  adored 
the  Lord  their  God ;  that  this  was  all  his  hand,  and 
that  he  had  done  it.  The  wicked  Jews  meant  it 
for  evil,  but  God  meant  it  for  good,  and  hath 
brought  the  greatest  good  out  of  the  greatest 
crime  that  was  ever  perpetrated  by  mankind. 

"  Let  them  curse,  but  bless  thou :  when  they 
arise,  let  them  be  ashamed ;  but  let  thy 
servant  rejoice." 

"  The  curse  causeless  shall  not  come."    He  was 
indeed  made  a  curse  for  us ;  but  that  curse  was  ex- 
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hausted  when  he  expired ;  then  came  blessing,  even 
life  for  evermore.  "When  they,"  or  rather  "  When  / 
arise,  let  them  be  ashamed ;"  and  indeed  his  resurrec- 
tion put  all  his  enemies  to  shame,  for  they  could  not 
fainaay  it,  but  by  a  lie.  With  lying  lips  they  en- 
eavoured  to  conceal  the  truth  against  the  clearest 
evidence;  The  night  was  past,  and  joy  came  in 
the  morning;  and  a  new  and  glorious  ray  of  hope 
burst  upon  the  astonished  vision  of  all  his  disciples : 
then  did  "  thy  servant  rejoice,"  for  Christ  now  re~ 

1'oices  in  being  the  Father's  servant  i  he  took  on 
dm  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  in  this  he  glories ; 
while  at  the  same  time  he  is  over  all,  "  God  blessed 
for  ever.,r 

"  Let  mine  adversaries  be  clothed  with  shame, 
and  let  them  cover  themselves  with  their 
own  confusion,  as  with  a  mantle." 

When  they  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  come  forth ;  then  shall  they  be  clothed  with 
shame,  and  be  "  covered  with  their  own  confusion, 
as  with  a  mantle ;"  yea,  "  they  shall  arise  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt  f9  their  worm  shall  not 
die,  neither  shall  their  fire  be  quenched. 

"  I  will  greatly  praise  the  Lord  with  my  mouth: 
yea,  I  will  praise  him  among  the  multi- 
tude." 

When  I  am  raised  again,  and  am  set  down  at 
thy  right  hand,  "  I  will  greatly  praise  thee  with  my 
mouth  ;"  yea,  I  will  praise  thee  in  the  midst  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  church  of  the  first-born  ;  and 
in  the  midst  of  an  innumerable  company  of  angels.. 
And  when  I  shall  receive  the  congregation,  and  be- 
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Bet  as  thy  King  upon  thy  holy  hill  of  Zion,  then  also 
"  I  will  greatly  praise  tnee  with  my  mouth ;  yea,  I 
will  greatly  praise  thee  among  the  thousands  of 
Judah,"  who  shall  compass  me  about  with  songs  of 
deliverance. 

"  For  he  shall  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 

Soor,  to  save  him  from  them  that  con- 
emn  his  soul" 

"  This  poor  one  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him.,, 
This  poor  and  afflicted  one  set  the  Lord  always 
before  him ;  therefore  did  the  Lord  stand  at  his 
right  hand,  that  he  should  not  be  moved  :  neither 
was  he  moved  at  all,  but  set  his  face  as  a  flint,  and 
was  not  ashamed;  for  he  committed  himself  to 
him  that  judgeth  righteously ;  and  was  persuaded 
that  he  would  save  him  "from  them  that  condemned 
his  soul."  The  deliverance  wrought  was  glorious, 
for  God  suffered  them  to  do  their  worst  by  cutting 
his  life  off  from  the  earth,  and  then  almost  imme- 
diately reanimating  him  to  a  new  and  endless  life, 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  all  his  bitter  and  deadly 
enemies.  Glory  be  to  God,  in  the  highest,  and 
eternal  praises  to  the  Lamb,  who  died  for  us,  and 
rose  again. 


PSALM    CX. 

1.  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my 
right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
stool. 

2.  The  Lord  shall  send  the  rod  of  thy  strength 
out  of  Zion :  rule  thou  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies* 

3.  Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
power,  in  the  beauties  of  holiness  from  the  womb 
of  the  morning :  thou  hast  the  dew  of  thy  youth. 

4.  The  Lord  hath  &worn,  and  will  not  repent, 
Thou  art  a  priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melr* 
chizedek. 

5.  The  Lord  at  thy  right  hand  shall  strike  through 
kings  in  the  dav  of  his  wrath. 

6.  He  shall  judge  among  the  heathen,  he  shall 
fill  the  places  with  the  dead  bodies ;  he  shall  wound 
the  heads  over  many  countries. 

7.  He  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way:, 
therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the  head. 


u 


The  Lord  said^unto  my  Lord." 


When  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  gathered 
together,  Jesus  said  unto  them,  "  What  think  ye 
of  Christ,  whose  Son  is  he  ?  They  say  unto  himr 
The  Son  of  David ;  Jesus  said  unto  them,  How 
then  doth  David  in  spirit  call  him  Lord,  saying,  The 
Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,"  &c.  If  David  then  call 
him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  Son  ?  And  they  were  not 
able  to  answer  him,  neither  durst  any  man  from 
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that  day  forth  ask  him  any  more  questions."  They 
might  nave  replied,  that  he  was  the  root  as  well  as 
the  offspring  of  David,  and  therefore  David's  Lord, 
while  David's  Son.  In  any  case  the  words  were, 
for  once,  the  words  of  David.  There  is  only  one 
other  Psalm,  where  David's  voice  is  heard,  viz : — 
the  45th  Psalm,  in  which  he  opens  it  by  saying,  "  I 
will  speak  of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touch- 
ing the  King :  my  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready 
writer."  David  was  the  penman,  or  amanuensis ; 
he  wrote  by  dictation  of  another.  The  "  Spirit  of 
God  spake  by  him,  and  his  word  was  in  his  mouth." 
And  tnus  David  had  just  as  much  to  do  with  the 
Psalms,  and  no  more,  than  the  pen  has  to  do  with 
the  MSS.  He  was  iu  the  Spirit  on  those  occasions. 
The  Spirit  of  God  uttered  by  his  mouth,  and  in 
his  hearing,  all  the  Psalms  ;  and  he  immediately 
transferred  the  words  to  parchment;  like  as  the 
Apostle  John  did  at  the  isle  of  patmos.  So  here, 
on  this  occasion,  our  Lord  testifies  that  David  spake 
in  Spirit,  i.  e.  the  words  were  spoken  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  through  him,  saying,  "  The  Lord  said  unto 
my  Lord."  It  is  necessary  to  understand,  that  just 
as  when  an  evil  spirit  enters  into  a  man,  he  becomes 
possessed,  and  the  demon  can  use  his  mouth  and 
tongue,  and  voice,  of  which  we  have  numerous  ex- 
amples in  the  New  Testament ;  so  when  the  Holv 
Ghost,  the  Divine  Spirit  is  given,  he  speaks  through 
those  in  whom  he  dwells ;  and  although  he  cannot 
be  seen,  he  is  heard,  for  "  the  wind  bloweth  where 
it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but 
canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it 

Soeth  ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit :" 
iu8  it  was  with  David,  while  patiently  waiting  for 
God,  in  the  quiet  retirement  of  his  chamber,  or  it 
may  be  in  other  places  of  seclusion.  There  he  wrote 
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those  Psalms,  all  of  ^  hich  were  dictated  to  him  by  the 
Spirit  of  God ;  and  not  one  of  them  all  had  any  con- 
nection with  himself  or  his  own  matters :  they  were 
purely  in  relation  to  the  Son  of  God,  his  sufferings, 
and  the  glory  that  should  follow.  So  also  were 
the  instructions  he  received,  regarding  the  building 
of  the  house — that  noblest  of  structures,  the  Temple 
of  Solomon,  without  its  equal  for  grandeur  and 
glory  and  beauty.  '"  David  gave  to  Solomon  his 
son  the  pattern  of  the  porch,  and  of  the  houses 
thereof,  and  of  the  treasures  thereof,  and  of  the 
upper  chambers  thereof,  and  of  the  inner  parlours 
thereof,  and  of  the  place  of  the  mercy-seat,  and  the 
pattern  of  all  that  he  had,  by  the  Spirit,"  &c. 
(1  Chron.  xxviii.  11).  All  this  said  David,  (19th 
verse,)  the  Ijord  made  me  to  understand  in  writing  by 
his  hand  upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of  this  pattern. 
It  was  the  same  spirit,  in  both  cases,  revealing  to 
David  for  our  benefit,  things  very  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  his  own  intellect ;  things  which  could  not 
have  entered  into  his  own  corception,  and  many  of 
which  he  may  not  have  understood,  even  after  he 
had  penned  them ;  for  we  know  that  "  the  prophets 
enquired  and  searched  diligently,  who  prophesied 
of  the  grace  that  should  come  unto  us ;  searching 
what  or  what  manner  of  time  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
who  was  in  them,  did  signify,  when  he  testified 
beforehand  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that 
should  follow."  (1  Peter  i.  10.)  From  this  we  learn, 
that  the  prophets  themselves  did  not  always  under- 
stand the  utterances  of  which  they  were  the 
medium  ;  and  so  it  no  doubt  would  be  with  many 
of  the  Psalms,  which  the  Spirit  of  God  spake  by 
the  mouth  of  David ;  still  David  understood  of 
whom  he  was  speaking,  when  he  said,  "  The  Lord 
said  unto  my  Lord — " 
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"  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine 
enemies  thy  footr-stool." 

For  "  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God 
had  sworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit  of 
his  loins  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his 
throne  ;  he,  seeing  this  before,  spake  of  the  resur- 
rection of  Christ,  that  his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell, 
neither  his  flesh  did  see  corruption."  (See  Acts  ii.  30). 
These  words  plainly  shew  that  David  understood — 
first,  that  Messiah  (whom  he  here  calls  his  Lord,)  was 
to  sit  on  his  throne ;  second  that  it  was  to  be  in 
permanence,  i.e.  for  evermore ;  in  order  to  which  he 
foresaw  that  it  must  be  in  an  immortal  or  incorrup- 
tible body ;  consequently  that  he  must  pass  through 
death  in  order  to  this  mortal  putting  on  immortality ; 
and  it  is  revealed  to  him  (as  it  appears  from  Psalm 
xvi.  10,)  that  this  transition  would  be  almost  im- 
mediate ;  that  his  flesh  though  dead  and  buried, 
should  not  see  corruption.  David  would  under- 
stand all  this;  but  a  question  would  arise  in  his 
mind,  Will  his  reign  commence  immediately  on  his 
resurrection  ?  (a  question  which  in  substance  was 
actually  put  to  Messiah  himself  by  his  own  disciples, 
after  he  rose  from  the  dead).  Very  anxious  must 
David  have  been  to  obtain  light  on  this  very  im- 
portant matter ;  and  quietly  waiting  on  God  until 
ne  should  hear  what  God  would  speak,  he  is  at 
length  blessed  with  this  remarkable  answer;  he 
hears  the  still  small  voice  of  God  in  his  ear,  just  as 
Samuel  did  before  Saul  came  to  meet  him :  he  heard 
the  Lord  say  unto  his  Lord,  "  Sit  thou  at  my  right 
hand  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot-stool  ;w 
and  thus  David  would  understand  that  Christ  would 
not  immediately  commence  his  reign  when  he  rose 
from  the  dead,  but  would  ascend  into  the  heavens, 
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and  sit  down   on  the    right  hand    of  God,   and 
there  continue  his  session  until  the  time  appointed 
of  the  Father.     In  connection  with  this,  another 
vision  is  given  where  Messiah  is  thus  addressed, 
"  Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  thou  hast  led  cap- 
tivity captive ;  thou  hast  received  gifts  for  men ; 
yea,  for  the  rebellious  also,  that  the   Lord  God 
might   dwell   among  them."     (Psalm  lxviii.   18). 
This  session  at  the  right  hand  of  God  has  already 
continued  eighteen  hundred  years,  and  may  con- 
tinue several  hundred  years  longer ;  which,  viewed 
in  the  light  of  our  short  span  of  three  score  years 
and  ten,  appears  a  very  long  period,  but  not  m  his 
eyes  to  whom  a  thousand  years  are  but  as  yester- 
day, when  it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night. 
There  are  strong  reasons  for  entertaining  the  hope, 
that  when  six  thousand  years   from  the   creation 
have  been  completed,  the  eternal  reign  of  Christ 
"will  begin  ;  but  whether  oura  or  the  Jewish  chro- 
nology is  the  right  one,  is  the  problem  to  be  de- 
cided, there  being  some  two  hundred  years  be- 
tween the  two  as  to  difference  of  dates :  but  in 
either  case,  it  is  but  as  a  moment,  compared  with 
the  eternity  of  glory  which  is  to   follow  on ,  his 
appearing  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  David.     He  is 
David's  Son  and  David's  Lord.    The  Holy  Trinity, 
Three  in  One,  is  enshrined  in  the  man  Christ  Jesus, 
"  for  in  him  dwells  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily."     Our  Lord,  who  is   David's  Lord,  being 
now  raised  from  the  dead,  sitteth  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  expecting  (t.  e.  desiring  and  looking  for- 
ward to,  with  glorious  hope)  until  his  enemies  be 
made  his  foot-stool :  he  is  not  looking  for  a  time 
when  the  world  will  be  converted  to  him,  but  when 
he  will  tread  them  in  his  anger,  and  trample  them 
hi  his  fury,  and  they  shall  be  ashes  under  his  feet ; 


432  CHRIST  IS  THE  ROD  OF  JEHOVAH^  STRENGTH. 

he  comes  as"the  stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain,  with- 
out hands,"  to  crush  the  nations  to  powder.  In  this 
way  are  they  to  become  his  foot-stool,  viz.  by 
being  trodden  under  him.  He  comes  to  desolate 
the  earth,  and  to  cover  it  with  the  slain  :  and 
wherefore  ?  Because  they  would  not  that  he 
should  reign  over  them.  Thus  will  he  inaugurate 
his  reign,  by  depopulating  the  earth  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, save  a  chosen  remnant,  even  the  hundred 
and  forty  four  thousand  of  Israel ;  and  among  the 
Gentiles,  a  few,  spared  from  the  general  wreck, 
when  all  the  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall,  and  im- 
molate the  inhabitants  thereof. 

-"  The  Lord  shall  send  the  rod  of  his  strength 
unto  Zion." 

When  the  time  has  arrived,  the  set  time,  to 
make  '*  his  enemies  his  foot-stool,"  then  he  will 
rend  the  heavens  and  <5ome  down."  "  God  shall 
fiend  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens  have  received, 
(only)  until  the  times  of  restitution  (restora- 
tion, reorganization,  or  the  bringing  again  of  all 
things  to  that  perfection  in  which  they  stood  when 
they  first  left  their  Creator's  hand)  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  from 
Samuel,  and  those  that  follow  after."  Christ  is  the 
xod  of  Jehovah's  strength,  his  battle-axe,  and  wea- 
pons of  war."  He  hath  made  my  mouth  like  a  sharp 
sword ;  in  the  shadow  of  his  hand  hath  he  hid  me ; 
he  hath  made  me  a  polished  shaft ;  in  his  quiver 
hath  he  hid  me."  (Isaiah  xlix.  2.)  He  is  the  rod 
of  his  strength,  for  good  to  the  righteous,  and  for 
punishment  to  the  wicked.  God  hath  invested  the 
man  Christ  Jesus  with  all  his  own  strength ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven 
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and  011  earth."  By  him  God  created  all  things; 
and  by  him  he  willjudge  (i.e.  rule  over)  the  world 
in  righteousness.  When  therefore  the  Son  ariseth 
from  his  session  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  he  des- 
cends in  truth  to  this  world,  which  he  left  only  for 
a  season,  and  comes  to  Zion  ;  for  "  The  Redeemer 
will  come  to  Zion.  and  to  them  that  turn  from  trans- 
gression in  Jacob/'  "  Sing  and  rejoice,  0  daughter 
of  Zion,  for  lo,  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst 
of  thee,  saith  the  Lord."  (Zech.  ii.  10).  In  the 
same  prophecy,  it  is  also  recorded,  "  Tell  ye  the 
daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  king  cometh  to  thee ; 
he  is  just  and  having  salvation,  lowly,  and  riding 
upon  an  ass,  even  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass." 
This  latter  prophecy  related  to  his  first  coming,  and 
was  as  we  know,  literally  fulfilled ;  so  certainly  shall 
be  the  former,  when  he  comes,  not  as  at  first,  to  de- 
part, but  "  to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee."  The  Lord 
of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem, 
and  before  his  ancients  gloriously.  *•  Sing  0 
daughter  of  Zion  ;  shout  0  Israel :  be  glad  and  re- 
joice with  all  the  heart,  0  daughter  ot  Jerusalem  ; 
The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgments,  he  hath 
cast  out  thine  enemy :  the  king  of  Israel,  even  the 
Lord  is  in  the  midst  of  thee ;  thou  shalt  not  see 
evil  any  more."  (Zeph.  iii.  14). 

"  Rule  thou  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies." 

There  is  a  time  specified,  during  which  Christ 
"  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;"  when  that  time  is 
expired,  he  comes  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  fatter 
David ;  to  rule  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies ;  to  rule 
them  even  with  "  a  rod  of  iron,  and  to  break  them 
in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vessel."  From  the  words 
28  vol.  n. 


434  HOSSANNA  IN  THE  HIGHEST. 

u  Rule  thou  in  the  midst  of  thiue  enemies,"  it  is 
evident  that  he  does  not  then  sit  at  the  Father  8 
right  hand,  where  no  enemies  exist,  but  on  this 
earth,  where  his  enemies  are ;  who  sent  a  message 
after  him,  saying,  "  We  will  not  have  this  man  to 
reign  over  us ;"  and  when  he  does  come  back  again 
to  the  world  for  that  purpose,  they  combine  to  resist 
him  ;  "  The  kings  of  the  earth  do  set  themselves, 
and  the  rulers  take  counsel  together  against  the 
Lord,  and  against  his  anointed,  saying,  "  Let  us 
break  their  bands  asunder  and  cast  away  their  cords 
from  us ;  but  he  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall 
laugh  ;  the  Lord  shall  have  fchem  in  derision ;  then 
shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  he  shall  vex 
them  in  his  sore  displeasure :"  he  will  rule  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  in  defiance  of  them ;  they  shall 
flee  before  him  as  *'  the  chaff  before  the  wind,  and 
as  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind." 

• 
"  Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
power." 

When  the  Lord  comes,  he  finds  the  earth  in  re- 
bellion, with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  have  been 
expecting  and  waiting  for  him,  and  are  now  pre- 
pared to  receive  him  with  shouts  of  joy,  saying, 
"  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  hosanna  in  the  highest."  The  hundred  and 
forty  and  four  thousand  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel 
will  open  wide  the  gates  of  their  capital  city,  say- 
ing, "  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye 
lifted  up  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  king  of  glory 
nhall  come  in  I  Who  is  the  king  of  glory  ?  The 
Lord,  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  miglity  in  battle. 
Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lifted  up 
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ye  everlasting  doors, .and  the  king  of  glorv  shall 
come  in.  Who  is  the  king  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  of 
hosts,  he  is  the  king  of  glory."  This  is  "  the  rem- 
nant who  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob 
unto  the  mighty  God ;"  for  the  Lord  will  wash 
away  the  filth  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  and  will 
purge  the  blood  of  Jerusalem  from  the  midst  there- 
of, by  the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  spirit  of 
burning :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  he  that  is 
left  in  Zion,  and  he  that  remaineth  in  Jerusalem, 
shall  be  called  (and  will  truly  be)  holy ;  even  every 
one  that  is  written  among  the  living  in  Jerusalem, 
as  it  is  written  in  Isaiah  i.  24,  "  And  I  will  turn  my 
hand  upon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  thy  dross, 
and  take  away  all  thy  tin  ;  and  1  will  restore  thy 
judges  as  at  the  first,  and  thy  counsellors  as  at  the 
beginning;  afterward  thou  shalt  be  called,  The 
city  of  righteousness,  the  faithful  city.  Zion  shall 
be  redeemed  with  judgment,  and  her  converts  with 
righteousness."  These  are  the  willing  people  in 
the  day  of  his  power ;  in  the  day  when  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  ariseth  with  healing  beneath  his 
wings :  in  their  mouths  will  be  found  no  guile ; 
walking  in  the  beauties  of  holiness,  even  from  the 
womb  of  the  morning.  "  The  Lord  whom  they  seek 
shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even  the  mes- 
senger of  the  covenant  in  whom  they  delight."  "  For 
the  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  unto  them 
that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob,  saith  the 
Lord."  "  As  for  me,  this  is  my  covenant  with  them, 
saith  the  Lord :  my  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and 
my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not 
depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of 
thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed's  sf*ed, 
saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever."  (Isa, 
Kx.  20).     A  people  in  mortal  flesh,  who  shall  marry 
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and  be  given  in  marriage  ;  and  increase  in  numbers 
as  the  stars  of  heaven  for  multitude,  and  as  the 
sand  by  the  sea  shore  innumerable;  for  "a  little 
one  shall  (rapidly)  beeome  a  thousand,  and  a  small 
one  a  strong  nation  ;"  yet  though  in  mortal  bodies, 
they  shall  never  again  depart  from  God,  "  for  the 
remnant  of  Jacob  shall  not  do  iniquity  nor  speak 
lies:"  their  lives  will  be  prolonged  to  the  age  of 
Methuselah,  "  for  as  the  days  of  a  tree  shall  be  the 
days  of  my  people,  and  mine  elect  shall  long  enjoy 
the  work  of  their  hands."  (See  Isaiah  65th  chapter). 

44  Thou  hast  the  dew  of  thy  j'outh." 

When  our  Lord  ascended  to  heaven,  he  was 
only  thirty-three  years  old;  since  his  ascension, 
eignteen  hundred  years  have  passed  away,  44  and 
behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore ;"  }rea,  and  for 
evermore  thou,  Lord,  wilt  have  the  dew  of  thy 
youth ;  "  thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall  not 
fail ;"  "  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  endure  for  ever,  and 
thy  remembrance  unto  all  generations."  Thy 
throne  shall  be  built  up  to  all  generations:  thy 
throne  shall  be  as  the  days  of  heaven  :  thy  throne 
shall  be  as  the  sun  before  God;  uit  shall  be  established 
for  ever  as  the  moon,  and  as  a  faithful  witness  in 
in  heaven  ;"  and  thou.  Lord,  "shalt  be  for  a  crown  of 

frlory,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  to  the  residue  of 
sra4l." 

44  The  Lord  hath  sworn  and  will  not  repent, 
thou  art  a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order 
of  Melchizedek. 

What  God  confirms  by  an  oath  is  irreversible, 
and  cannot  be  altered.  It  is  therefore  a  settled 
purpose  in  the  councils  of  the  Eternal,  that  Christ 
now  holds,  and  for  ever  shall  hold  and  execute  the 
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office  of  High  Priest.  When  he  was  on  earth  he 
did  not  hold  this  office,  seeing  that  there  are  (al- 
ready in  existence)  priests  who  offer  gifts  according 
to  the  law ;  neither  did  become  a  priest  until  "  he 
had  somewhat  to  offer."  When  he  rose  from  the 
dead,  he  had  somewhat  to  offer,  even  his  own 
blood,  with  which  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy 
place,  "  not  into  the  holy  places  made  with  hands, 
which  are  the  figures  of  the  true,  but  into  heaven 
itself,  now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us." 
There  he  appears  in  his  priestly  robe  of  white :  the 
royal  purple  shall  not  be.  assumed  until  the  day 
when  he  is  installed  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords.  A  king  and  a  priest  unto  God ;  the  chief  or 
High  Priest ;  the  nearest  of  access  to  God,  being 
the  same  who  dwelleth  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father ; 
who  hath  declared  and  ever  will  be  the  declarer  of 
God ;  the  grand  medium  of  communication  between 
the  Creator  and  the  creature,  and  hence  called  the 
"  Word  of  God."  The  apostle  comments  at  great 
length  on  this-  scripture,  in  the  7th  chapter  of  He- 
brews, shewing  the  superiority  of  the  Melchizedek 
over  the  Levitical  priesthood,  inasmuch  as  Levi  in 
the  person  of  Abraham,  paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek, 
and  received  his  blessing ;  "  and  without  all  con- 
tradiction, the  less  is  blessed  of  the  greater."  The 
imperfection  of  the  Levitical  priesthood  appears 
from  the  necessity  that  there  should  arise  anotter 
priesthood  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek  ;  and  the 
priesthood  being  changed,  there  would  be  of  ne- 
cessity also  a  change  of  the  law ;  for  the  law  made 
nothing  perfect,  but  the  coming  in  of  a  better  hope 
did,  by  which  we  draw  nigh  to  God :  moreover  the 
Levitical  priesthood  was  after  the  law  of  a  carnal 
commandment ;  but  the  Melchizedek,  after  the 
power  of  an  endless  life,  for  he  testifieth,  "  Thou 
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art  a  Priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  MeIchizedek;,, 
and  again,  "those  priests  were  made  without  an  oath, 
but  this  with  an  oath  by  him  that  sware  unto  him, 
The  Lord  sware  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art  a 
Priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
And  they  truly  were  many  Priests,  because  they 
were  not  suffered  to  continue,  by  reason  of  death  ; 
but  this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an 
unchangeable  priesthood :  who  needeth  not  daily, 
as  those  high  priests,  to  offer  up  sacrifice  first  for 
his  own  sins,  and  then  for  the  peoples' ;  for  this  he 
did  once  (for  all)  when  he  offered  up  himself: 
finally  the  law  maketb  men  high  priests  which  have 
infirmitv ;  but  the  word  of  the  oath  which  was 
since  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  is  consecrated 
for  evermore.  Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save 
them  to  the  uttermost,  who  come  unto  God  by  him, 
seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them. 
For  such  an  high  priest  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmless,  undehTed,  separate  from  sinners,  and  made 
higher  than  the  heavens."  When  Christ  took  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  servant,  to  offer  himself  a  sacri- 
fice for  the  sins  of  men,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
resume  his  place  of  equality  with  the  Father,  but 
to  continue  in  a  subordinate  capacity  to  all  eternity, 
according  to  the  tenour  of  those  words,  "  Thou  art 
a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek." 
The  entire  authority  over  heaven  and  earth  is  com- 
mitted into  his  hands,  until  "  he  hath  put  down  all 
rule,  and  authority,  and  power,"  t.  e.  until  the  last 
vestige  of  rebellion  is  crushed  beneath  his  feet,  and 
the  harmony  of  the  divine  government  restored, 
and  placed,  through  himself  as  the  head,  on  an 
immutable  basis ;  tnen  shall  the  Son  also  be  sub- 
ject unto  him  who  put  all  things  under  him,  "  that 
God  may  be  all  in  alVy 
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"  The   Lord  at  thy  right   hand   shall   strike 
through  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath." 

The  set  time  for  judgment  on  kings  and  nations 
shall  be,  when  "  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ, 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever;"  for  it  is 
added,  that  at  that  time,  "the  nations  are  angry, 
and  thy  wrath  is  come  ;"  thus  the  kingdoms  of  tliis 
world  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God  and  of  his 
Christ,  not  when  all  the  world  is  converted  to  him, 
but  when  all  the  world  is  dead  set  against  him, 
"when  the  nations  are  angry,  and  his  wrath  is 
come  ;"  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  become  his,  not 
by  conversion  of  the  people,  but  by  conquest,  and  by 
the  sword,  "  the  sword  which  proceedeth  out  of  his 
month ;"  "  for  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall  he 
slay  the  wicked."  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  be- 
come his,  de  facto,  on  that  day  when  he  shall  strike 
through  kings,  viz.  in  the  day  of  his  wrath;  for 
then  and  not  until  then  shall  his  wrath  come,  and 
be  fully  poured  out  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation  : 
then  "  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  shall  be  come, 
and  who  shall  be  able  to  stard  ?" 


"  For  he  shall  judge  among  the  heathen,  he 
shall  fill  the  places  with  the  dead  bodies : 
he  shall  wound  the  heads  over  many 
countries." 

"He  shall  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth, 
and  with  the  breath  of  his  lipn  shall  he  slay  the 
-wicked;  and  righteousness  shall  be  the  girdle  of 
his  loins,  and  faithfulness  the  girdle  of  his  reins."  In 
that  day,  "  the  indignation  of  the  Lord  shall  be  upon 
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all  nations,  and  his  fury  upon  all  their  armies ;  he 
wall  utterly  destroy  them  ;  he  will  deliver  them  to 
the  slaughter ;  their  slain  also  shall  be  cast  out, 
(for  the  earth  shall  no  more  cover  its  dead)  and 
their  stink  shall  come  up  out  of  their  carcases ;  and 
the  mountains  shall  be  melted  with  their  blood." 
"  Behold,  the  Lord  will  come,  with  fire,  and  with  his 
chariots  like  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with 
fury,  and  his  rebuke  with  flames  ot  fire  ;  for  by  fire 
and  by  sword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  flesh ; 
and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many."  (See 
Isaiah  lxvi.  15.)  The  prophet  Jeremiah  also  testi- 
fies, that  in  that  day,  the  slain  shall  be  from  the  one 
end  of  the  earth  even  unto  the  other  end  of  the 
earth,  which  corresponds  with  the  awful  words  of 
this  Psalm,  "  He  shall  wound  (or  smite)  the  heads 
over  many  countries,  and  fill  the  places  with  the 
dead  bodies." 


He  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  •  way ; 
therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the  head." 


As  Christ  asked  drink  of  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
so  will  he  then  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way.  With 
what  minuteness  all  the  events  connected  with  his 
first  coming  have  been  literally  fulfilled,  bo  with  equal 
minuteness  will  this  scripture,  aud  all  others*  which 
relate  to  his  second  coming,  have  their  accomplish- 
ment. Samson  was  raised  up  of  God,  to  be  a  type 
of  Christ,  to  shew  what  prodigies  of  power  God 
could  accomplish  by  a  single  man  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing incident  seems  to  boar  on  tins  passage  :  Samson 
had  single  handed  obtained  a  great  victory  over 
the  Philistines ;  "  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh, 
with  a  great  shaughter :  and  he  went  down,  and 
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dwelt  in  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam.  Then  the  Phi- 
listines went  up,  and  pitched  in  Judah,  and  spread 
themselves  in  Lehi.  And  the  men  of  Judah  said,  Why 
are  ye  come  up  against  us  ?  And  they  answered, 
To  bind  Samson  are  we  come  up,  to  do  to  him  as  he 
hath  done  to  us.  Then  three  thousand  tiiph  of 
Judah  went  to  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam,  and  said 
to  Samson,  Knowest  thou  not  that  the  Philistines 
are  rulers  over  us  ?  what  is  this  that  thou  hast 
done  unto  us  1  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  As 
they  did  unto  me  so  have  I  done  unto  them.  And 
they  said  unto  him,  We  are  come  down  to  bind 
thee,  that  we  may  deliver  thee  into  the  hands  of 
the  Philistines.  And  Samson  said  unto  them,  Swear 
unto  me  that  ye  will  not  fall  upon  me  yourselves. 
And  they  spake  unto  him  saying,  No  ;  but  we  will 
bind  thee  fast,  and  deliver  thee  into  their  hand ; 
but  surely  we  will  not  kill  thee.  Aud  they  bound 
him  with  two  new  cords,  and  brought  him  up  from 
the  rock.  And  when  he  came  unto  Lehi,  the 
Philistines  shouted  against  him:  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  mightily  upon  him,  and  the  cords  that 
were  upon  his  arms  became  as  flax  that  was  burnt 
with  fire,  and  his  bands  loosed  from  off  his  hands. 
And  he  found  a  new  jaw-bone  of  an  ass,  and  put 
forth  his  hand,  and  took  it,  and  slew  a  thousand 
men  therewith.  And  Samson  said,  With  the  jaw- 
bone of  an  ass,  heaps  upon  heaps,  with  the  jaw- 
bone of  an  ass,  have  I  slain  a  thousand  men.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing, that  he  cast  away  the  jaw-bone  out  of  his  hand, 
and  called  that  place,  Ramatb-Lehi.  And  he  was 
sore  athirst,  and  called  on  the  Lord,  and  said,  Thou 
hast  given  this  great  deliverance  into  the  hand  of 
thy  servant :  and  now  shall  I  die  for  thirst,  and  fall 
into  the  hand  of  the  un circumcised  I      But  God 
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clave  an  hollow  place  that  was  in  the  jaw,  and 
there  came  water  thereout :  and  when  he  had 
drunk,  his  spirit  came  again,  and  he  revived  : 
wherefore  he  called  the  name  of  that  place  En-hak- 
kore  which  is  in  Lehi  unto  this  day.  Thus  was 
the  spirit  of  Samson  re  rived  by  the  cooling  draught, 
after  a  slaughter  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
the  world,  by  a  single  man ;  a  victory  which  he 
attributes  to  God,  and  justly ;  for  the  Spirit  of  God 
came  mightly  upon  him.  It  is  no  doubt  intended 
to  be  a  type  of  that  far  greater  slaughter  in  the 
midst,  or  at  the  close  of  which,  this  prediction  will 
certainly  have  its  fulfillment,  "  He  shall  drink  of 
the  brook  in  the  way ;  therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the 
head."  Thus  will  he  ease  him  of  his  adversaries, 
and  avenge  him  of  his  enemies :  his  anger  and  in- 
dignation shall  cease  in  their  destruction:  hence- 
forward and  for  ever  the  earth  will  be  the  Lord's 
and  he  will  be  the  governor  among  the  nations. 


PSALM    CXI. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  I  will  praise  the  Lord 
with  my  whole  heart,  in  the  assembly  of  the  upright, 
and  in  the  congregation. 

2.  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  sought  out 
of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein. 

3.  His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious ;  and  hi& 
righteousness  endureth  for  ever. 

5.  He  hath  made  his  wonderful  works  to  be  re- 
membered :  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compa*- 
sum. 

5.  He  hath  given  meat  unto  them  that  fear  him  : 
he  will  ever  be  mindful  of  his  covenant. 

6.  He  hath  showed  his  people  the  power  of  his 
works,  that  he  may  give  them  the  heritage  of  the 
heathen. 

7.  The  works  of  his  hands  are  verity  and  judg- 
ment :  all  his  commandments  are  sure. 

8.  They  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever,  and  are 
done  in  truth  and  uprightness. 

9.  He  sent  redemption  unto  his  people  :  he  hath 
commanded  his  covenant  for  ever :  holy  and  reve- 
rend is  his  name. 

10.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  :  a  good  understanding  have  all  they  that 
do  his  commandments  :  his  praise  endureth  for 
ever. 


n 


Praise  ye  the  Lord.  I  will  praise  the  Lord 
with  my  whole  heart,  in  the  assembly  of 
the  upright,  and  in  the  congregation." 
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There  is  no  higher  object  of  praise  than  God : 
nor  is  there  any  other  object  of  praise  besides  him- 
self, in  whom  alone  all  excellence  dwells.  It  is 
Christ  who  says,  "  I  will  praise  the  Lord  with  my 
whole  heart."  The  move  intimate  our  knowledge 
of  God  is,  the  more  exalted  and  unceasing  will  be 
our  praise;  and  none  knoweth  the  Father  equal  to 
the  Son;  indeed  "none  knoweth  the  Father  save  the 
Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal  him."  In 
his  memorable  prayer  he  says,  "  0  righteous  Father, 
the  world  hath  not  known  thee ;  but  I  have  known 
thee."  Thus  there  are  none  that  know  God  equal 
to  Christ ;  and  consequently  there  are  none  so  en- 
tirely devoted  to  him  ;  and  this  is  but  one  of  many 
instances  throughout  the  Psalms  where  this  fulness 
of  devotion  is  expressed.  The  assembly  of  the  up- 
right, is  the  gathering  together  into  one,  all  his  elect 
in  their  glorified  bodies ;  all  shining  forth  as  the 
sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father  :  and  the  con- 
gregation is  that  other  fold,  still  in  flesh  and  blood, 
"  walking  in  all  the  ordinances  and  commandments 
of  the  Lord  blameless,"  "  in  whose  mouth  shall  be 
found  no  guile,  for  they  are  without  fault  before 
the  throne  of  God."  (See  Rev.  14th  chapter.)  In 
the  presence  of  the  innumerable  multitude  of  his 
glorified  ones,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  who  shall  come  to  worship  before  the 
throne,  "  I  will  praise  thee,  with  my  whole  heart : 
before  the  gods  will  I  sing  praise  unto  thee." 

"  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great." 

God  made  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the 
&ea,  and  all  that  therein  is ;  and  upholds  all  by  the 
word  of  his  power :  "great  is  the  Lord,  and  of  great 
power;  his  understanding  is  infinite." 
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*'  Sought  out  they  are  of  all  them  that  have 
pleasure  therein." 

All  who  are  godly,  regard  the  works  of  the  Lord, 
and  consider  the  operation  of  his  hands ;  they  rise 
from  nature  up  to  nature's  God  ;  they  consider  the 
lilies  of  the  field  ;  and  while  they  admire  the  grace 
of  the  fashion  of  them,  and  the  sweet  fragrance 
which  they  emit,  they  think  on  God  the  Maker, 
and  their  hearts  ascend  in  grateful  adoration  to  him. 


<t 


His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious." 


There  is  a  work  of  God  pre-eminently  glorious,  viz. 
the  work  of  redemption,  by  the  incarnation  of  Christ; 
who,  being  God,  took  on  him  our  nature,  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  destruction,  by  himself  as 
our  new  head  and  representative,  "  magnifying  the 
law ,  and  making  it  honourable  ;"  which  good  work 
is  imputed  to  us,  and  is  u  that  righteousness  which  is 
through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  which 
is  of  God  by  faith."  Thus  this  work,  far  transcend- 
ing all  his  other  works,  is  pre-eminently  honourable 
and  glorious. 


u 


And  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever." 


This  was  the  great  end  contemplated  by  the  in- 
carnation of  Christ ;  that  in  the  ages  to  come,  the 
stability  of  the  creature  might  no  longer  he  con- 
tingent a*  at  the  first,  but  through  union  with  the 
Creator  be  secure  and  permanent.  It  is  with  re- 
ference to  this  future  stability  of  the  creature,  when 
linked  to  the  Creator  through  Christ,  that  these 
words  are  spoken,  "  And  his  righteousness  endureth 
for  ever." 
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"  He  hath  made  his  wnderful  works  to  be  re- 
membered." 

This  Psalm,  like  many  others,  is  anticipatory  of 
that  coming  glory,  when  Christ  shall  sit  upon  his 
throne.  "I  purpose  when  I  shall  receive  the  con- 
gregation, that  1  will  judge  uprightly."  "  Then  will 
I  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren ;  in  the  midst 
of  the  congregation  will  I  sing  praise  unto  thee." 
Then  also  will  God  make  his  wonderful  works  to 
be  remembered,  as  it  is  written,  u  We  have  thought 
of  thy  loving-kindness,  O  God,  in  the  midst  of  thy 
temple."  "  They  shall  remember  his  marvellous 
works,  that  he  hath  done,  his  wonders  and  the 
judgments  of  his  mouth." 

"  The  Lord  is  gracious  and  full  of  compassion." 

This  is  his  name  and  memorial  to  all  generations, 
and  will  be  manifested  to  his  long  banished  Israel, 
in  that  day  when  he  comes  to  wash  away  the 
filth  of  the  daughters  of  Zion:  then  shall  they  know 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion. 
It  is  with  reference  to  that  time  that  the  words  are 
here  introduced ;  for  then — 

""  He  will  give  meat  to  them  that  fear  him ; 
and  will  ever  be  mindful  of  his  covenant" 

They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any 
more,  for  their  bread  shall  be  given  them,  and 
their  water  shall  be  sure ;  and  their  place  of  de- 
fence shall  be  the  munition  of  rocks,  "  For  the 
Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  ransomed  him 
from  the  hand  of  him  that  was  stronger  than  he : 
therefore  they  shall  come,  and  sing  in  the  height 
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of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord,  for  wheat  and  for  wine,  and  oil,  and  for 
the  young  of  the  flock,  and  of  the  herd  :  and  their 
soul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden,  and  they  shall 
not  sorrow  any  more  at  all."  (Jer.  xxxi.  11.)  The 
covenant  then  to  be  made  with  the  house  of  Israel, 
and  with  the  house  of  Judah,  will  be  one  of  ever- 
lasting peace  :  and  of  this  covenant  he  will  ever  be 
mindful. 

"  He  will  shew  his  people  (Israel)  the  power  of 
his  works,  and  will  give  them  the  heritage 
of  the  heathen." 

When  by  Joshua  he  first  brought  his  people  into 
the  land  which  he  had  promised,  he  gave  them  the 
heritage  of  the  heathen ;  but  because  of  their  ini- 
quities he  brought  them  again  into  subjection  to 
them  that  hated  them  :  but  when  he  sets  his  hand 
the  second  time  to  bring  again  the  remnant  of  his 
people,  to  give  them  the  heritage  of  the  heathen, 
then  shall  they  no  more  depart  out  of  their  land ; 
"  they  shall  build  houses,  and  inhabit  them ;  and 
plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them ;"  "  in  the 
new  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 
righteousness."     (Isaiah  lxv.  21.) 

"  The  works  of  his  hands  are  verity  and  judg- 
ment :  all  his  commandments  are  sure." 

"  They  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever,  and  are 
done  in  truth  and  in  righteousness." 

The  works  of  his  hands  are  supremely  excellent ; 
there  is  no  imperfection  in  them;  "the  heavens  de- 
clare his  glory,  and  the  firmament  sheweth  his 
handy  work."     The  words  of  his  mouth  also  are 
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•verity  and  judgment,  as  it  is  written  in  the  119th 
Psalm,  "Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning; 
and  every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  endureth 
for  ever."  "  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 
and  holy  in  all  his  works ;"  all  his  commandments 
are  for  perpetual  observance ;  they  are  not  made  to 
be  broken ;  "they  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
are  done  in  truth  and  righteousness."  Thus  the 
commandments  which  he  gave  by  Moses  were  not 
designed  to  be  annulled,  but  to  be  for  statutes  and 
ordinances,  and  laws  through  endless  generations, 
being  given  in  truth  and  righteouness.  "God  is  not 
a  man  that  he  should  he,  nor  the  Son  of  man  that 
he  should  repent ;"  he  does  not  make  laws  the  one 
day  that  he  should  revoke  them  the  next :  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  here  declared  to  stand  fast  for 
ever  and  ever.  Christ  came  not  to  destroy  or 
annul  the  law  and  the  prophets ;  "  he  came  not  to 
destroy  but  to  fulfil."  The  law  indeed  was  given 
by  (or  rather  through)  Moses;  but  it  was  weak 
through  the  flesh ;  it  indeed  was  holy,  just,  and  good; 
but  man  being  carnal,  sold  under  sin,  was  unable 
to  obey  it.  "Grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ ;" 
and  by  him  came,  (through  faith  in  him,)  power  to 
become  the  sous  of  God,  power  to  obey  the  law, 
not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  but  in  the  newness 
of  the  spirit ;  "for  what  the  law  could  not  do.  in  that 
it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  God  sending  his 
own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  (by  an 
all-sufficient  atonement)  for  sin  condemned  sin  in 
the  flesh,  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might 
be  fulfilled,  in  as  many  as  walk  not  after  the  flesh, 
but  after  the  spirit."  His  commandments  are  not 
grievous ;  they  all  are  given  in  truth  and  righte- 
ousness, and  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever. 
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"  He  sent  redemption  unto  his  people  :  he  hath 
commanded  his  covenant  for  ever." 

The  Lord  hath  redeemed  his  servant  Jacob  from 
the  hand  of  those  that  are  stronger  than  he  ;  for  he 
sold  himself  without  money,  and  shall  be  redeemed 
without  price.  To  men  this  is  a  future  work,  to 
God  it  is  as  past,  "  for  he  calleth  things  that  be 
not  as  though  they  were  ;"  and  wherefore  ?  Be- 
cause no  power  in  existence  can  hinder  him  from 
the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes ;  "  I  have  said, 
and  I  will  do  it ;  I  have  purposed,  and  I  will  bring 
it  to  pass/'  The  covenant  will  come  into  force 
from  the  day  that  Christ  comes  to  be  their  king;  "an 
everlasting  covenant  with  the  house  of  Israel,  and 
with  the  house  of  Judah,  that  he  will  not  turn  away 
from  them  to  do  them  good  ;"  to  preserve  their  go- 
ings, that  they  shall  never  depart  from  him  :  "  the 
1)eople  shall  be  all  righteous,  and  shall  inherit  the 
ana  for  ever."  This  is  the  covenant  which  he 
hath  commanded  for  ever,  and  it  has  reference  ex- 
clusively to  Israel's  race.  0  ye  Gentiles,  now  is  the 
accepted  time  for  you,  and  now  is  your  day  of 
salvation  ;  Kiss  ye  the  Son,  and  be  followers  of  mm ; 
and  he  shall  exalt  you  to  inherit  the  earth,  and 
will  make  you  joint  rulers  with  him,  over  the 
numberless  millions,  which  in  the  ages  to  come  shall 
compose  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

"  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom." 

Every  man  is  destitute  of  wisdom  who  has  not 
the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes :  he  is  a  fool,  be- 
cause he  has  neglected  the  principal  thing,  which 
is  the  knowledge  of  God,  "  for  the  fear  of  tne  Lord 
29  YOL.  n. 
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is  wisdom,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  One  is 
understanding."  Is  he  not  a  fool  who  devotes  his 
life  to  the  acquisition  of  the  knowledge  of  things 
which  are  but  shadows,  and  neglects  the  substance  f 

"  A  good  understanding  have  all  they  that  do 
his  commandments." 

Where  the  fear  of  God  is,  then  men  cease  to 
do  evil,  and  leam  to  do  well.  They  "keep  his  com- 
mandments, and  abide  in  his  love,  even  as  he  kept 
his  Father  s  commandments,  and  continued  in  his 
love."  Then  are  they  possessed  of  a  good  under- 
standing, and  walk  in  his  light. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
feareth  the  Lord,  that  delighteth  greatly 
in  his  commandments."     , 

How  is  the  man  blessed  who  fears  the  Lord! 
Because,  like  the  prodigal  son,  he  has  come  to  him- 
self ;  he  has  come  to  be  wise  for  eternity,  and  this 
wisdom  is  "  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and 
easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 
without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy :"  this 
wisdom  is  bliss  without  alloy ;  it  gives  all  fears  to 
the  winds,  and  casts  all  cares  and  burdens  on  God. 
The  commandments  of  God  are  not  grievous:  they 
are  life  everlasting,  and  arc  all  embraced  in  one 
word,  Love  ;  and  love  is  bliss. 

"  His  seed  shall  be  mighty  upon  the  earth  :  the 
generation  of  the  upright  shall  be  blessed." 

Not  his  natural  but  his  spiritual  seed ;  for  the 
children  are  often  the  reverse  of  their  parents :  so 
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it  waR  with  Samuel's  sons ;  and  with  most  of  David's 
children  ;  so  it  was  with  Jehoram,  the  sou  of  Jeho- 
shaphat,  and  with  Manasseh,  the  son  of  Hezekiah  ; 
and  also  with  the  sons  of  Josiah,  king  of  Judsh ; 
they  walked  not  in  the  ways  of  their  fathers.  Such 
promises  do  not  belong  to  the  natural  seed,  until 
the  time  of  the  new  covenant,  when  "  the  Re- 
deemer shall  come  to  Zion,  and  unto  them  that 
turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob."  Then  shall  be 
fulfilled  the  words,  "  As  for  me,  this  is  my  covenant 
with  them,  saith  the  Lord  ;  my  Spirit  that  is  upon 
thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth, 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy 
seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for 
ever."  (Isaiah  lix.  21.)  Then  indeed  shall  the  seed 
of  Jacob  be  mighty  upon  the  earth  ;  and  the  gene- 
ration of  the  upright  shall  be  blessed  from  genera- 
tion, to  generation,  through  all  ages,  world  with- 
out end." 

"  Wealth  and  riches  shall  be  in  his  house  :  and 
his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever." 

Riches  and  honour  are  with  me,  (saith  the  Lord) 
yea,  durable  riches,  and  righteousness.  My  fruit 
is  better  than  gold ;  and  my  revenue  than  choice 
silver.  I  lead  in  the  way  of  righeousness.  in  the 
midst  of  the  paths  of  judgment ;  that  I  may  cause 
those  that  love  me  to  inherit  substance  ;  and  I  will 
fill  their  treasures."  (Prov.  viii.  18.) 

"  Unto  the  upright  there  ariseth  light  in  the 
darkness." 

"  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and 
obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  servant,  that  walketh  in 
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darkness,  and  hath  no  light !  Let  him  trust  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his  God."  (Isaiah 
1.  10.)  God  will  make  crooked  ways  straight  be- 
fore nim,  and  rough  places  smooth :  the  day  will 
break,  and  the  shadows  flee  away.  Thus  it  was 
with  Jacob ;  the  things  which  he  supposed  had 
been  against  him,  had  all  been  working  for  his 
good.  Thus  it  was  with  Job ;  when  the  mysterious 
dealings  of  God  were  cleared  up.  he  knew  that  his 
afflictions  had  been  sent  in  love ;  "  to  the  upright 
there  ariseth  light  in  the  darkness." 

"  He  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion,  and 
righteous." 

The  upright  man,  having  been  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  his  mind,  becomes  like  God ;  he 
reflects  forth  his  light  in  proportion  to  his  faith,  and 
is  gracious,  compassionate,  and  righteous  in  his 
dealings.  "  The  end  of  the  commandment  is  love, 
out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience,  and 
of  faith  unfeigned :"  where  love  reigns,  every  other 
grace  will  follow. 

"A  good  man  sheweth  favour,  and  lendeth: 
he  will  guide  his  affairs  with  discretion." 

A  good  man  remembers  the  words  of  his  divine 
Master,  "  Give  to  him  that  asketh  thee,  and  from 
him  that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn  not  away." 
His  affairs  are  conducted  with  discretion  and  pru- 
dence, for  God  is  his  counsellor  and  guide. 

"  Surely  he  shall  not  be  moved  for  ever." 
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u  His  heart  is  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord :"  there- 
fore nothing  shall  move  him;  neither  will  "he  count 
his  life  dear  unto  himself,  so  that  ne  may  finish  his 
course  with  joy." 

"  The  righteous  shall  be  in  everlasting  remem- 
brance." 

*  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed ;  but  the 
name  of  the  wicked  shall  rot."  "  The  righteous 
shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father." 

"He  shall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings:   his 
heart  is  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord." 

What  an  accumulation  of  evil  tidings  came  upon 
Job,  and  all  at  once  ;  yet  he  sinned  not,  nor  charg- 
ed God  foolishly,  but  said,  "  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  When  our  confidence  is  placed 
in  God,  we  will  not  be  affected  by  evil  tidings  :  the 
loss  of  earthly  treasure  will  not  move  us :  "  God 
is  our  refuge  and  strength,  therefore  will  we  not 
fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the 
mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea." 
(Psalm  xlvi.  1.) 

"  His  heart  is  established,  he  shall  not  be  afraid, 
until  he  see  his  desire  upon  his  enemies." 

A  good  man  is  not  vindictive  ;  he  does  not  wish 
evil,  but  prays  for  his  enemies ;  he  loves  them  that 
hate  him,  and  prays  for  them  that  despitefully  use 
him,  and  persecute  him ;  but  of  the  enemies  of  God 
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be  Baith  as  (Christ  said,  "  I  hate  them  that  hate  thee, 
yea,  I  hate  them  with  a  perfect  hatred ;  I  count 
them  mine  enemies."  (Psalm  cxxxix.  22.) 

"  He  hath  dispersed  ;  he  hath  given  to  the 
poor ;  his  righteousness  endnreth  for  ever: 
his  horn  shall  be  exalted  with  honour." 

The  apostle  refers  to  this  scripture,  saving,  "  And 
God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  toward  you, 
that  ye  always,  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things 
may  abound  to  every  good  work;  as  it  is  written, 
"  he  hath  dispersed;  he  hath  given  to  the  poor :  his 
righteousness  remaineth  for  ever."  (2nd  Cor.  ix.  9). 
"  He  that  giveth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord ; 
and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  repay."  The 
rich  should  distribute  oi  their  riches  to  the  poor, 
remembering  him,  who,  "though  he  was  rich,  for  our 
sakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty 
might  become  rich :"  he  who  in  love  to  Christ,  em- 
ploys his  wealth  in  dispersing  and  giving  to  the 
poor,  shall  have  treasure  in  heaven,  and  "his  horn 
shall  be  exalted  with  honour." 

"  The  wicked  shall  see  it,  and  be  grieved ;  he 
shall  gnash  with  his  teeth,  and  melt  away ; 
the  desire  of  the  wicked  shall  perish." 

It  will  add  to  the  misery  of  the  wicked,  to  behold 
the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  righteous,  in  the 
day  when  God  shall  render  unto  all  men  according 
to  their  deeds. 

"  The  expectation  of  the  wicked  shall  perish." 

Every  hope  of  good  shall  be  for  ever  blasted, 
44  when  once  the  master  of  the  house  is  risen  up 
and  hath  shut  to  the  door." 


PSALM    CXIII. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise,  O  ye  servants 
of  the  Lord,  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  from  this 
time  forth  and  for  evermore. 

3.  From  the  rising  of  the  sun  unto  the  going 
down  of  the  same  the  Lord's  name  is  to  be  praised. 

4.  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  nations,  and  his 
glory  above  the  heavens. 

5.  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who 
dwelleth  on  high, 

6.  Who  humbleth  himself  to  behold  the  things 
which  are  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  I 

7.  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and 
lifteth  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill ; 

8.  That  he  may  set  him  with  princes,  even  with 
the  princes  of  his  people. 

9.  He  maketh  the  barren  woman  to  keep  house, 
and  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  children.  Praise  ye 
the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise,  0  ye  servants  of 
the  Lord,  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

"  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  from  this 
time  forth  and  for  evermore." 

This  Psalm  is  also  anticipatory ;  it  refers  to  "  the 
times  of  refreshing  from  tne  presence  of  the  Lord, 
when  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens 
have  received  until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all 
things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all 
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his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began."  (See 
Acts,  3rd  chapter.)  Then  the  high  praises  of  God 
shall  be  in  their  mouth  ;  they  shall  bless  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  from  that  time  forth  and  for  evermore. 

"  From  the  rising  of  the  sun  unto  the  going 
down  of  the  same  the  Lord's  name  is  to 
be  praised." 

"  The  earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  and  God, 
even  our  own  God,  shall  bless  us :  God  shall  bless  us ; 
and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him."  (Psalm 
lxvii.  6).  "  He  will  crown  the  year  with  his  good- 
ness, and  his  paths  shall  drop  fatness ;  they  shall 
drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness ;  and  the 
little  hills  will  rejoice  on  every  side.  The  pastures 
shall  be  clothed  with  flocks ;  and  the  valleys  shall 
be  covered  over  with  corn ;"  and  men  shall  shout 
for  joy,  and  sing :  in  every  place  shall  incense 
arise,  and  a  pure  offering ;  and  "  from  the  rising  of 
the  sun  unto  the  going  down  of  the  same  shall  his 
name  be  praised." 

"  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  nations,  and  his 

glory  above  the  heavens." 
"  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who 

hath  his  dwelling  on  high  ? 
"  Who  humbleth  himself  to  behold  the  things 

that  are  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth." 

"  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  nations,  and  his 
glory  above  the  heavens ;"  glorified  with  that  glory 
which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world 
was.  When  he  returns  again,  his  glory  will  not  be 
diminished ;  it  will  still  be  above  the  heavens ;  with 
Him,  it  will  ever  be  infinite  condescension  to  behold 
the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth. 
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"  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and 
lifteth  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill." 

"  That  he  may  set  him  with  princes,  even  with 
the  princes  of  the  people." 

The  princes  referred  to  are  mentioned  in  the 
47th  Psalm,  9th  verse,  "  The  princes  of  the  people 
are  gathered  together  (at  the  establishment  of  his 
everlasting  kingdom,)  even  the  people  of  the  God 
of  Abraham ;"  then,  "  a  father  of  the  fatherless,  and 
a  judge  of  the  widows  shall  be  God  in  his  holy  ha- 
bitation :  he  will  set  the  solitary  in  families,  and 
bring  out  those  that  are  bound  with  chains*"  (Psalm 
lxviii.  5.)  He  will  also  "  raise  up  the  poor  out  of  the 
dust,  and  lift  up  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill ;"  "  he 
will  set  the  poor  pn  high  from  affliction,  and  make 
to  him  families  like  a  nock :"  he  will  set  him  with 
princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  people. 

"He  will  make  the  barren  woman  to  keep 
house,  and  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  child- 
ren." 

None  will  be  barren  among  women,  from  the  day 
that  "  the  Lord  shall  wash  away  the  filth  of  the 
daughters  of  Zion ;"  "  but  every  woman  shall  keep 
house  and  be  a  joyful  mother  of  children."  "  Thy 
wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine,  by  the  sides  of  thine 
house ;  and  thy  children  like  olive  plants,  round 
about  thy  table."  "  A  little  one  shall  become  a 
thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation :  I  the 
Lord  will  hasten  it  in  its  time."  (Isaiah  lx.  22.) 


PSALM    CXIV. 

1.  When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt,  the  house  of 
Jacob  from  a  people  of  strange  language ; 

2.  Judah  was  his  sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  do- 
minion. 

3.  The  sea  saw  it,  and  fled :  Jordan  was  driven 
back. 

4.  The  mountains  skipped  like   rams,  and  the 
little  hills  like  lambs. 

5.  What  ailed  thee,  0  thou  sea,  that  thou  fleddest  f 
thou  Jordan,  that  thou  wast  driven  back  ? 

6.  Ye  mountains,  that  ye  skipped  like  rams ;  and 
ye  little  hills,  like  lambs  ? 

7.  Tremble,  thou  earth,  at  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Jacob  ; 

8.  Which  turned  the  rock  into  a  standing  water, 
the  flint  into  a  fountain  of  waters. 

"  When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt,  the  house  of 
Jacob  from  a  people  of  strange  language." 

"  Judah  was  his  sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  do- 
minion." 


This  Psalm  is  also  prospective ;  it  refers  not  to 
the  past,  but  to  a  future  and  final  deliverance,  both 
from  Egypt  and  from  all  the  countries  whither  they 
have  been  scattered  in  the  gloomy  and  dark  day. 
Israel  did  indeed  at  the  first  depart,  from  Egypt  and 
from  a  people  of  a  strange  language,  (for  Joseph 
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spake  to  them  by  an  interpreter)  but  all  this  was 
typical  of  a  greater  deliverance.  In  that  day 
Judah  will  be  his  sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  do- 
minion ;  for  "  thou  shalt  bring  them  in,  and  plant 
them  in  the  mountain  of  mine  inheritance ;  in 
the  place,  0  Lord,  which  thou  hast  made  tor 
thee  to  dwell  in  ;  in  the  sanctuary,  0  Lord, 
which  thy  hands  have  established."  (Ex.  xv.  17.) 
Judah  will  be  his  sanctuary,  inasmuch  as  in  the 
midst  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  will  his  sanctuary  be 
placed.  Judah  also  will  be  the  law-giver,  mas- 
much  as,  "  out  of  Zion  (the  capital  of  Judah)  shall 
proceed  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
Jerusalem."  When  Israel  at  the  first  departed  from 
Egypt,  the  Lord  went  before  them,  and  appeared 
as  their  leader,  in  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  a 
pillar  of  fire  by  night.  The  sea  saw  it  and  fled ;  at 
the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Moses,  it  divided  hither  and 
thither,  and  left  an  open  passage  through  the  midst 
of  it,  for  Israel  to  travel  through  on  dry  ground. 
The  sea  is  impersonated,  and  as  if  struck  with  ter- 
ror at  its  Maker's  approach,  immediately  and  swiftly 
recedes.  In  that  day  Christ  will  lead  them  forth 
with  an  high  hand,  and  an  outstretched  arm.  The 
past  history  of  Israel's  oppression  by  the  Egyptians  ; 
of  his  deliverance;  and  of  his  passage  through  the 
sea ;  and  of  his  sojourn  in  the  wilderness ;  and  of 
the  cleaving  of  the  river;  and  of  his  victories  over  his 
enemies;  all  are  types  of  things  to  come,  at  the  end 
of  the  present  dispensation.  Thus,  (Zech.  x.  10.)  lie 
saith"I  will  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
gather  them  out  of  Assyria,  and  I  will  bring  them  into 
the  land  of  Gilead  and  Lebanon;  and  place  shall  not 
be  found  for  them.  And  he  (the  Lord)  shall  pass 
through  the  sea  with  affliction,  and  shall  smite  the 
waves  in  the  sea :  and  all  the  deeps  in  the  river 
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shall  dry  up;  and  the  pride  of  Assyria  shall  be 
brought  down,  and  the  sceptre  of  Egypt  shall  de- 
part away.  And  I  will  strengthen  them  in  the 
Lord ;  and  they  shall  walk  up  and  down  in  my 
name,  saith  the  Lord."  Again,  in  Michah  vii.  15, 
"According  to  the  days  of  his  coming  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  will  I  shew  unto  him  marvellous 
things,  (i.e.  such  marvellous  things  as  I  did  when  I 
brought  him  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  I  will  again 
do  in  his  behalf).  "  The  nations  shall  see  and  be 
confounded  at  all  their  might !  they  shall  lay  their 
hand  upon  their  mouth.  They  shall  lick  the  dust 
like  a  serpent ;  they  shall  move  out  of  their  holes 
like  worms  of  the  earth  ;  they  shall  be  afraid  of  the 
Lord  our  God;  yea,  they  shall  fear  because  of 
thee."  Isaiah  also  speaketh  expressly  in  chapters 
12  and  15,  that  "  the  Lord  shall  utterly  destroy  the 
tongue  of  the  Egyptian  sea  ;  and  with  his  mighty 
wind  shall  he  shake  his  hand  over  the  river,  and 
shall  smite  it  in  the  seven  streams,  and  make  men  go 
over  dry  shod.  And  there  shall  be  an  highway  for 
the  remnant  of  his  people,  which  shall  be  left  from 
Assyria,  like  as  it  was  to  Israel  in  the  day  that  he 
came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  in  that  day 
shall  Israel  say,  "  0  Lord,  I  will  praise  thee :  though 
thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  thou  comfortedst  me.  Behold,  God  is  my  sal- 
vation ;  I  will  trust,  and  not  be  afraid  :  for  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song ;  he  also 
is  become  my  salvation."  Thus  in  that  day  will 
Judah  be  his  sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  dominion, 
for  "  he  shall  rei^n  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for 
ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 

"  The  sea  saw  it  and  fled ;  Jordan  was  driven 
back." 
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"  The  mountains  skipped  like  rams,  and  the 
little  hills  like  lambs." 

If  any  doubt  remained  as  to  the  prophetic  char- 
acter of  the  Psalm,  this  verse  should  remove  it ;  for 
when  in  their  first  journey  did  such  a  commotion 
among  mountains  and  hills  take  place  ?  Of  Mount 
Sinai,  it  is  said,  the  whole  mount  quaked  greatly ; 
but  no  other  mountain  was  moved  or  shaken,  in 
the  day  of  their  first  migration  from  Ej^ypt  to  Ca- 
naan. But  in  that  day  the  commotions  in  the  earth 
will  be  exceeding  great ;  every  mountain  and 
island  shall  be  removed  out  of  their  places ;  and 
again,  every  "  island  shall  flee  away,  and  the  moun- 
tains shall  not  be  found ;"  "  for  the  day  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts  shall  be  upon  all  the  high  mountains,  and 
upon  all  the  hills  that  are  lifted  up  ;  for  "  the  moun- 
tains shall  quake  at  him,  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the 
earth  shall  be  burned  at  his  presence,  yea,  the  world 
and  all  that  dwell  therein."  "  The  mountains  shall 
skip  like  rams,  and  the  little  hills  like  lambs,  at  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
of  the  whole  earth." 

"  What  ailed  thee,  0  thou  sea,  that  thou  fled- 
dest  ?  thou,  Jordan,  that  thou  wast  driven 
backT 

"  Ye  mountains,  that  ye  skipped  like  rams ; 
and  ye  little  hills  like  lambs  ?" 

Dumb  and  inanimate  nature  cannot  speak,  nor 

S've  any  account  or  explanation  as  to  the  cause  of 
e  mighty  convulsions  which  are  wrought  in  it ; 
but  its  Maker  speaks  for  it;  his  visible  presence  will 
be  the  cause. 
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Tremble,  thou  earth,  at  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Jacob." 


When  God  came  down  on  Mount  Sinai,  his  ap- 
pearance was  as  the  terrible  lightning  on  the  top  of 
the  mount ;  the  mountain  shook,  and  was  enveloped 
in  a  dense  cloud,  as  the  smoke  of  a  great  furnace. 
The  lightnings  and  thunders  and  earthquake  with 
the  sound  gi  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud,  made 
Moses  exclaim,  "  I  exceedingly  fear  and  tremble ;" 
all  the  people  fled,  for  "  they  could  not  endure  that 
which  was  commanded ;"  Jehovah's  voice  then 
shook  the  earth;  but  now  he  saith,  "Yet  once 
more,  I  shake,  not  the  earth  only,  but  also  heaven  ;" 
and  this  is  that  terrible  shaking,  when  the  moun- 
tains shall  skip  like  rams,  and  the  little  hills  like 
lambs;  and  the  whole  earth  shall  tremble  at  his 
presence;  at  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  who, 
m  that  day 

"Shall  turn  the  rock  into  a  standing  water, 
and  the  flint  into  a  fountain  of  water." 

When  Israel  at  the  first  came  out  of  Egypt,  and 
God  had  brought  them  into  the  wilderness,  "tnrough 
a  land  of  deserts,  and  of  pits,  through  a  land  of 
drought,  and  of  the  shadow  of  death,  through  a 
land  that  no  man  passed  through,  and  where  no 
man  dwelt;"  God  himself  miraculously  sustained 
them  during  their  forty  years'  sojourn  ;  for  he 
rained  down  manna  upon  them,  and  gave  them  of 
the  corn  of  heaven  ;  for  man  did  eat  angels'  food ; 
so  did  he  likewise  satisfy  their  thirst,  for  he  turned 
the  rock  into  a  standing  water,  and  the  flint  into 
a  fountain  of  waters.     They  drank  of  that  spiritual 
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rock  which  followed  them,  and  that  rock  was 
Christ :"  all  was  typical  of  what  God  shall  do  for  his 
people  in  the  last  days.  In  that  day  "  he  will  turn 
the  wilderness  into  a  standing  water,  and  dry 
ground  into  water  springs ;  and  there  he  will  make 
the  hungry  to  dwell,  that  they  may  prepare  a  city 
for  habitation ;  and  sow  the  fields,  and  plant  vine- 
yards, which  may  yield  fruits  of  increase ;  he  will 
bless  them,  that  they  may  be  multiplied  greatly ; 
and  will  not  suffer  their  cattle  to  decrease.'9  (Psalm 
cvii.  35).  So  ''  their  sons  shall  be  as  plants  grown 
up  in  their  youth ;  and  their  daughters  as  corner- 
stones, polished  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace. 
Their  garners  shall  be  full,  affording  all  manner  of 
store,  and  their  sheep  shall  bring  forth  thousands 
and  ten  thousands  in  their  streets ;  their  oxen  also 
shall  be  strong  to  labour ;  there  shall  be  no  breaking 
in,  nor  going  out ;  neither  shall  there  be  any  com- 
plaining in  their  streets."  "In  that  day  a  man  shall 
nourish  a  young  cow  and  two  sheep ;  and  for  the 
quantity  of  milk  that  they  shall  give,  he  shall  eat 
butter ;  for  butter  and  honey  shall  every  one  eat, 
that  is  left  in  the  land."  And  again,  "  Go  ye  forth 
of  Babylon ;  flee  ye  from  the  Chaldeans ;  with  a 
voice  of  singing  declare  ye :  tell  this :  utter  it  even 
to  the  end  of  the  earth :  say  ye,  the  Lord  hath  re- 
deemed his  servant  Jacob.  And  they  thirsted  not, 
when  he  led  them  through  the  deserts :  he  caused 
the  waters  to  flow  out  of  the  rock  for  them  :  he  clave 
the  rock  also,  and  the  waters  gushed  out."  (Isaiah 
xlviii.  20.)  God  did  not  do  this  when  they  came 
out  of  Babylon,  under  the  leadership  of  Esra ;  it  is 
a  good  yet  in  store  for  them,  when  again  he  shall 
carry  them  as  on  eagles'  wings,  and  bring  them  to 
himself.  In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord.  "  Behold  I 
will  do  a  new  thing,  I  will  even  make  a  way  in  tha 
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wilderness,  and  rivers  in  the  desert ;  the  beasts  of 
the  field  shall  honour  me:  the  dragons  and  the 
owls ;  because  I  give  waters  in  the  wilderness,  and 
rivers  in  the  desert,  to  give  drink  to  my  people,  my 
chosen :  this  people  have  I  formed  for  myself;  they 
shall  shew  forth  my  praise..  "  Thus  the  mountains 
will  skip  like  rams ;  and  the  little  hills  like  lambs, 
at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  tbe  whole  earth,,, 
who,  in  that  day  will  lead  them  through  the  wilder- 
ness, to  their  everlasting  resting  place  ;  and  "  turn 
the  rock  into  a  standing  water,  and  the  flint  into  a 
fountain  of  waters." 


PSALM    CXV. 

1.  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy 
truth's  sake. 

2.  Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say,  Where  is 
now  their  God  ? 

3.  But  our  God  is  in  the  heavens :  he  hath  done 
whatsoever  he  hath  pleased. 

4.  Their'  idols  are  silver  and  gold,  the  work  of 
men's  hands. 

5.  They  have  mouths,  but  they  speak  not ;  eyes 
have  they,  but  they  see  not ; 

6.  They  have  ears,  but  they  hear  not ;  noses 
have  they,  but  they  smell  not ; 

7.  They  have  hands,  but  they  handle  not ;  feet 
have  they,  but  they  walk  not ;  neither  speak  they 
through  their  throat. 

8.  They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them  ;  so 
is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them. 

9.  0  Israel,  trust  thou  in  the  Lord :  he  is  their 
help  and  their  shield. 

10.  0  house  of  Aaron,  trust  in  the  Lord :  he  is 
their  help  and  their  shield. 

11.  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  trust  in  the  Lord :  he 
is  their  help  and  their  shield. 

12.  The  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us :  he  will 
bless  us ;  he  will  bless  the  house  of  Israel ;  he  will 
bless  the  house  of  Aaron  : 

13.  He  will  bless  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  both 
small  and  great. 

30  vol.  il 
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14.  The  Lord  shall  increase  you  more  and  more, 
you  and  your  children. 

15.  Ye  are  blessed  of  the  Lord  which  made  hea- 
ven and  earth. 

16.  The  heaven,  even  the  heavens  are  the  Lord's ; 
but  the  earth  hath  he  given  to  the  children  of  men. 

17.  The  dead  praise  not  the  Lord,  neither  any 
that  go  down  into  silence. 

18.  But  we  will  bless  the  Lord  from  this  time 
forth  and  for  evermore.    Praise  the  Lord. 


"  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thy  name  be  glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for 
thy  truth's  sake." 

It  is  robbery  to  give  glory  to  another  than  God. 
In  that  day  Israel  will  glorify  the  Lord  alone,  and 
will  say,  "  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord ;  not  unto  us,  but 
unto  thy  name  be  glory."  "In  the  beauties  of 
holiness,  even  from  the  womb  of  the  morning,  and 
onward  for  ever,  shall  the  seed  of  Israel  give  glory 
unto  the  Lord  their  God. 

"  Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say,  Where  is 
now  their  God  f 

God  hath  hid  his  face  from  the  house  of  Jacob ; 
he  hath  dispersed  them  among  the  nations,  and 
hath  given  them  up  to  reproach,  and  great  op- 
pression ;  a  "  people  meted  out  and  trodden  down ; 
whose  land  the  nvers  have  spoiled."  Their  name 
has  been  a  synonym  of  reproach,  a  hissing,  and 
a  byeword,  while  daily  saluted  with  the  taunting 
question,  "  Where  is  now  your  God  |" 
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"  But  our  God  is  in  heaven :  he  hath  done 
whatsoever  he  hath  pleased." 

God  is  in  heaven  :  he  sits  upon  the  throne  of  his 
holiness ;  from  thence  he  beholdeth  all  the  sons  of 
men.  "  From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;  he  fashioneth 
their  hearts  alike  :  he  considereth  all  their  works  :" 
he  ruleth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth :  he  hath  done  in  the  past 
whatsoever  he  hath  pleased ;  is  doing  so  now ;  and 
will  do  so  for  ever :  none  can  control  him,  nor  re- 
sist his  will ;  what  he  wills  shall  be  done ;  though 
hand  join  in  hand,  and  men  and  devils  combine  to 
frustrate  his  purposes,  they  shall  utterly  fail.  He  is 
wiser  than  all,  and  his  power  is  commensurate  with 
his  wisdom. 

"  Their  idols  are  silver  and  gold,  the  work  of 

men's  hands :" 
"  They  have  mouths,  but  they  speak  not ;  eyes 

have  they  but  they  see  not/' 
"  They  have  ears,  but  they  hear  not ;   noses 

have  they,  but  they  smell  not." 
«  They  have  hands,  but  they  handle  not:  feet 

have   they,  but   they  walk  not ;  neitLer 

speak  they  through  their  throat." 
"  They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them ; 

and  so  is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them." 

Millions  of  men  are  still  worshippers  of  stocks 
and  stones,  which  see  not,  nor  hear,  nor  know  :  "  the 
God  in  whom  their  breath  is,  'and  whose  are  all 
their  ways,  have  they  not  glorified."  They  con- 
sider not,  that  God  "  who  made  the  world  and  all 
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things  therein,  seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands ; 
neither  is  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  as  though 
he  needed  any  thing,  seeing  he  giveth  to  all  life 
and  breath  and  all  things."  They  consider  not  that 
the  God  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our 
being,  and  whose  image  we  are,  cannot  be  like 
unto  gold  or  silver,  or  stone,  graven  by  art  or 
man's  device  :  but  blindly  continue  to  worship  the 
work  of  their  own  hands ;  that  which  their  own 
fingers  have  made ;  and  shall  utterly  perish  in  their 
own  corruption.  "  The  invisible  things  of  him.  from 
the  creation  of  the  world  are  (or  may  be)  clearly 
seen,  being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made, 
even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead  ;  so  that  they 
are  without  excuse  ;  because  that  when  they  knew 
(or  might  have  known)  God,  they  glorified  him  not 
as  God,  but  became  vain  in  their  imagination,  and 
their  foolish  heart  was  darkened ;  professing  them- 
selves to  be  wise,  they  became  fools ;  and  changed 
the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  image 
made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and 
four-footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things  :  thus  they 
changed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  worshipped 
and  served  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who 
is  blessed  for  ever."  Covetousnesa  also  is  idolatry. 
The  great  idol  with  many  is  silver  and  gold :  before 
it  they  bow  down ;  and  will  compass  sea  and  land 
to  obtain  it.  Every  man  is  an  idolater,  who  has  not 
God  as  the  supreme  object  of  his  affection ;  for  it  is 
written,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thine  heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength."  To  give  this 
supreme  regard  to  any  other,  is  idolatry ;  and  all 
idolaters  "shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone", 
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"  0  Israel,  trust  thou  in  the  Lord :  he  is  thy 

help  and  shield." 
"  0  house  of  Aaron,  trust  in  the  Lord :  he  is  thy 

help  and  shield." 

There  is  a  day  coming,  when  Israel  will  trust  in 
the  Lord,  and  find  in  him  their  help  and  shield :  the 
Lord  will  destroy  their  last  enemy,  Antichrist,  the 
.  desolator  of  their  country,  and  the  spoiler  of  all 
their  substance.  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day, 
that  the  remnant  of  Israel,  and  such  as  are  escaped 
of  the  house  of  Jacob,  shall  no  more  again  stay 
upon  (or  trust  in^  him  that  smote  them ;  but  shall 
stay  upon  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  in  truth;" 
(for)  "the  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of 
Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God."  Then  will  the  house 
of  Israel  and  the  house  of  Aaron  trust  in  the  Lord 
for  ever,  for  "  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting 
strength." 

"  Ye  that  fear  in  the  Lord*  trust  in  the  Lord  : 
he  is  your  help  and  shield." 

To  fear  God  is  to  stand  in  awe  of  him.  The 
fear  of  God  regulates  the  thoughts  of  the  heart ; 
no  man  can  sin  with  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes;  "for  the  trangression  of  the  wicked  saith 
within  mv  heart,  There  is  no  fear  of  God  before 
his  eyes."  The  knowledge  of  God  begets  fear, 
and  also  confidence ;  "  they  that  know  thy  name 
will  put  their  trust  in  thee  :"  he  will  be  their  help 
and  shield. 

"  The  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us  :  he  will 
bless  us ;  he  will  bless  the  house  of  Israel ; 
he  will  bless  the  house  of  Aaron." 
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This  is  a  Psalm  of  thanksgiving,  in  the  day  01 
Israels  final  deliverance,  when  the  Lord  will  turn 
again  the  captivity  of  his  people,  and  set  up  Jeru- 
salem for  the  place  of  his  throne.  Then  shall  they 
say,  "  the  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us."  "  Can  a 
woman  forget  her  sucking  child,  that  she  should  not 
have  compassion  on  the  son  of  her  womb  ?  She 
may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee ;"  words 
directly  applicable  to,  and  intended  for  Israel,  in  the 
day  when  "  the  Lord  will  bind  up  the  breach  of  his 
people,  and  heal  the  stroke  of  their  wound." 

"  He  will  bless  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  both 
small  and  great." 

"  All  Israel  shall  be  saved."  They  will  fear  the 
Lord,  both  small  and  great ;  none  shall  say  unto 
his  brother,  Know  the  Lord ;  for  they  shall  all 
know  him,  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest ;  and 
his  blessing  for  evermore  will  rest  upon  them. 

"  The  Lord  shall  increase  you  more  and  more, 
you  and  your  children." 

"A  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a 
small  one  a  strong  nation."  The  house  of  Israel 
shall  go  on  increasing,  until  they  become  as  the 
stars  of  heaven  for  multitude,  and  as  the  sand 
which  is  by  the  sea  shore  innumerable  :  there  will 
be  no  end  to  the  propagation  of  the  human  race ; 
for  Israel  shall  blossom,  and  bud,  and  fill  the  face 
of  the  world  with  fruit ;  and  all  these  countless 
millions  shall  be  without  fault  before  the  throne  of 
God;  ever  headed  up  in  Christy  the  Lord  tneir 
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righteousness.  When  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
millions  of  years  are  past,  the  Lord  will  still  be  in- 
creasing them,  more  and  more,  they  and  their 
children.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  universe  had  yet 
to  be  peopled,  and  that  too  with  the  human  race ; 
ever  under  the  safeguard  of  the  new  covenant, 
sealed  with  God's  own  signet,  and  guarantee,  of 
endless  protection  against  the  possibility  of  de- 
clension from  him. 

"  Ye  are  blessed  of  the  Lord  who  made  heaven 
and  earth." 


"  The  blessing  of  the  Lord,  it  maketh  rich."  He 
will  give  grace  and  glory ;  no  good  thing  will  he 
withhold  from  those  on  whom  his  blessing  rests ; 
he  will  load  them  with  his  benefits  for  ever  and 
ever ;  "  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
hath  entered  the  heart  of  man  the  things  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him." 

"  The  heaven,  even  the  heavens  are  the  Lord's ; 
but  the  earth  hath  he  given  to  the  child- 
ren of  men." 

The  heaven,  and  heaven  of  heavens,  are  the 
Lord's,  and  all  their  host  he  hath  commanded :  "  he 
telleth  the  number  of  the  stars,  and  calleth  them  all 
by  their  names :"  all  are  intended  for  purposes  de- 
signed by  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness :  but  the 
earth  he  hath  given  to  the  children  of  men ;  and 
theirs  it  shall  be,  world  without  end ;  for  although 
"  the  earth  and  the  works  thereof  are  to  be  burned 
up,"  the  surface  only  shall  be  consumed  by  fire  j 
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the  globe  itself  shall  remain,  and  be  reconverted  into 
a  new  earth,  by  the  power  of  him  who  created  it 
at  the  first ;  and  to  this  give  all  the  prophets  wit- 
ness. 

"  The  dead  praise  not  the  Lord,  neither  any 

that  go  down  into  silence." 
"  But  we  will  bless  the  Lord  from  this  time 

forth  for  evermore.    Praise  the  Lord." 

The  dead  cannot  praise  him,  because  they  are 
not.  But  "  thy  dead  shall  live  ;"  even  all  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming,  and  they  shall  praise  him  for 
ever :  and  so  also  shall  the  Louse  of  Israel  from 
generation  to  generation.  As  to  the  generations 
that  do  pass  away,  they  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and 
declare  the  praises  of  the  Lord ;  for  death  will  then 
be,  simply  the  putting  off  of  mortality,  and  the  put- 
ting on  of  immortality.  It  will  be  a  transference 
from  the  terrestrial  to  the  celestial  glory ;  they  shall 
receive  bodies  "  fashioned  like  unto  the  glorified 
body  of  Christ  according  to  the  working  whereby 
he  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto  himself." 
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1.  I  Love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  my 
voice  and  my  supplications. 

2.  Because  he  nath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me, 
therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live. 

3.  The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the 
pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me :  I  found  trouble 
and  sorrow. 

4.  Then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  0 
Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  my  soul. 

5.  Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous ;  yea,  our 
God  is  merciful. 

6.  The  Lord  preserveth  the  simple:  I  was  brought 
low,  and  he  helped  me. 

7.  Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul ;  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee. 

8.  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  death, 
mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling. 

9.  I  will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living. 

10.  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken :  I  was 
greatly  afflicted. 

11.  I  said  in  my  haste,  All  men  are  liars. 

12.  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
benefits  toward  me  f 

13.  I  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation,  and  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

14.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the 
presence  of  all  his  people. 

15.  Precious  hi  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints* 
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16.  0  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant  p  I  am  thy 
servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  handmaid :  thou  hast 
loosed  my  bonds. 

17.  I  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacrifice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  will  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

18.  1  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the 
presence  of  all  his  people, 

19.  In  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house,  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  0  Jerusalem.    Praise  ye  the  Lord 

u  I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  my 
voice  and  my  supplications." 

As  the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all 
things  into  his  hands,  so  the  Son  loveth  the  Father 
with  a  love  which  passeth  all  knowledge ;  and  this 
love  he  had  to  the  Father,  while  he  sojourned  upon 
the  earth.  "  I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath 
heard  my  voice  and  my  supplications."  "  Blessed 
be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  turned  away  my  prayer, 
nor  his  mercy  from  me."  "  Father,  I  thank  thee, 
that  thou  hast  heard  me  :  and  I  knew  that  thou 
hearest  me  always :"  yes,  always ;  for  the  ear  of  the 
Lord  was  always  opened  to  his  prayers ;  and  what- 
soever he  asked  he  received  of  him,  because  he 
kept  his  commandments,  and  abode  in  his  love  :  he 
lived  by  faith ;  "  he  would  have  fainted,  except  he 
had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living."  He  fainted  not,  because  he 
believed ;  he  knew  that  his  voice  and  his  suppli- 
cations were  heard,  and  answered  by  God. 

"Because  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me, 
therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as 
X  live." 
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"  He  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications  with 
strong  crying  and  tears  unto  him  that  was  able  to 
save  nim  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he 
feared." 

"  The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the 
pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me ;  I  found 
trouble  and  sorrow. 

"  Then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ; 
0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  my  soul." 

He  cried,  "  Father,  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup 
pass  from  me."  That  was  not  possible ;  all  tilings 
else  were,  but  the  cup  must  be  drunk,  even  to  the 
dregs,  or  mankind  must  perish :  but  the  cup  being 
drunk,  and  the  sorrows  of  death  past,  and  the  pains 
of  hell  for  a  momsnt  endured,  then  did  he  deliver 
his  soul ;  he  was  re-united  to  his  body  now  incorrupt- 
ible  and  glorious,  and  "  was  caught  up  to  God,  and 
to  his  throne  :"  thus  "  he  inclined  his  ear  unto  me  ; 
therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live ;" 
and  "behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen;  and 
have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death. 

"  Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous :  yea, 
our  God  is  merciful !" 

Redemption  is  purely  an  act  of  grace.  God 
might  have  left  men  to  perish,  as  he  did  the  angels 
who  sinned :  but  when  he  passed  by,  and  saw  us  in 
our  blood,  "his  eye  pitied,  and  his  arm  brought 
salvation."  So  "  he  sent  forth  his  Son  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
him  :"  thus  is  he  gracious,  and  merciful,  and  at  the 
same  time  righteous.  In  Christ,  "  mercy  and  truth 
meet  together;  righteousness  and  peace  embrace 
each  other." 
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"The  Lord    preserveth  the  simple  :    I   was 
brought  low,  and  he  helped  me." 

Christ  was  full  of  simplicity  aud  guilelessuess ; 
"  he  behaved  and  quieted  himself  as  a  child  that  is 
weaned  of  his  mother ;  his  soul  was  even  as  a 
weaned  child."  Integrity  and  uprightness  with 
simplicity,  and  godly  sincerity  shone  conspicu- 
ously in  all  his  intercourse  with  men.  Bold  as  a 
lion  in  denouncing  all  unrighteousness  and  ungod- 
liness of  men,  he  was  at  the  same  time  meek  as  a 
lamb,  and  gentle  as  a  dove.  Truly  he  was  brought 
low;  he  was  numbered  with  the  transgressors;  being 
suspended  on  the  cross,  the  most  degrading  of  all 
deaths,  with  a  thief  on  his  right  hand,  and  another 
on  his  left :  it  was  the  lowest  depth  to  which  he 
could  descend  on  earth  ;  and  from  thence  he  went 
into  a  still  lower  depth,  even  into  the  belly  of  hell, 
as  it  is  written,  "  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest 
pit,  in  darkness,  in  the  deeps :  thy  wrath  lieth  hard 
upon  me,  thou  hast  afflicted  me  with  all  thy  waves ; 
lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and 
sent  me  from  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness." 
"  Weeping  endured  for  the  night,  but  joy  came  in 
the  morning ;"  for  God  would  not  "  leave  liis  soul  in 
hell,  nor  suffer  his  holy  one  to  see  corruption."  God 
hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  hath  raised  him  to  the 
highest  heavens :  in  his  exaltation  are  we  exalted ; 
for  all  his  glory  he  will  communicate  to  us,  as  it  is 
written,  "  The  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have 
given  them." 

14 Return  unto  thy  rest,  0  my  soul;  for  the 
Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee." 

Now  hath  he  ascended  up,  where  he  was  before ; 
he  is  returned  to  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  where 
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he  had  been  from  everlasting.  "  I  came  forth  from 
the  Father,  and  am  come  into  the  world  :  again  I 
leave  the  world  and  go  nnto  the  Father."  For  this 
blessed  consummation  his  soul  ardently  panted, 
saying,  "  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !  for  then 
would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest ;  I  would  hasten 
my  escape  from  the  windy  storm  and  tempest." 
In  our  sinful  world  he  was  out  of  his  element, — 
"  Woe  is  me,  that  I  dwell  in  Mesech,  and  sojourn  in 
the  tents  of  Kedar.  My  soul  hath  long  dwelt  with 
him  who  hateth  peace ;  I  am  for  peace,  but  when  I 
speak,  they  are  for  war."  He  departed  from  a 
world  that  was  altogether  unworthy  of  him ;  yet 
not  without  drawing  many  hearts  after  him ;  and 
in  them  he  seeth  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  is 
satisfied.  God  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  him, 
having  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every 
name,  and  set  him  at  his  own  right  hand  until  the 
day  when  he  shall  invest  him  with  royal  dignity, 
and  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 


"  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  death, 
mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from 
falling." 

In  this  hath  God  dealt  bountifully  with  him,  "  he 
hath  delivered  his  soul  from  death."  Was  it  an  act 
of  bounty  on  the  part  of  God  to  raise  up  Christ  ? 
So  it  appears,  for  ne  does  not  demand  it  as  a  right. 
The  penalty  denounced  was  death ;  and  there  as 
our  representative  he  would  have  continued,  but 
the  righteousness  of  God  being  vindicated,  his 
mercy  finds  an  outlet ;  the  barrier  being  removed, 
behold  it  comes  forth  as  a  well  of  living  water, 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life.  All  is  of  grace  ; 
the  providing  a  way  of  salvation ;  the  giving  of  a 


478  I  WILL  WALK  BEFORE  THE  LORD. 

Saviour,  and  the  acceptance  of  that  Saviour's 
work  .when  offered.  "  Grace,  grace  unto  it :"  it 
forms  the  top-stone  of  the  superstructure,  as  it  does 
the  foundation-stone  of  the  whole  building.  And 
now  God  hath  delivered  his  eyes  from  tears,  and 
his  feet  from  falling ;  for  "  he  hath  set  him  up  upon 
a  rock,"  from  which  he  shall  never  be  dislodged ; 
"  and  now  mine  head  shall  be  lifted  up  above  mine 
enemies  round  about ;  therefore  will  I  offer  in  his 
tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy :  I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will 
sing  praises  unto  the  Lord."  (Psalm  xxvii.  6.) 

"  1  will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living." 

While  he  walked  in  this  world,  he  walked  in  the 
congregation  of  the  dead :  this  is  the  land  of  the 
dead — of  men  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins :  where- 
fore it  is  said,  "  Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise 
from  the  dead ;  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light." 
When  the  Lord  again  returns  to  the  earth,  and 
hath  destroyed  the  wicked  thereof  out  of  it,  then 
indeed  it  will  be  the  land  of  the  living ;  and 
assuredly  it  is  to  this  eventual  state  and  condition 
of  mankind  which  will  be  of  eternal  duration,  that 
he  here  refers,  saying,  "  I  will  walk  before  the  Lord 
in  the  land  of  the  living."  As  Christ  worshipped 
the  Father,  when  he  was  in  the  world,  so  will  he 
likewise  do  when  he  again  returns.  As  our  great 
High  Priest,  he  will  walk  before  the  Lord ;  walking 
"  within  his  house  with  a  perfect  heart,"  the  con- 
ductor and  leader  of  our  worship,  offering  up  con- 
tinual sacrifices  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God, 

"  I  believed :  therefore  have  I  spoken." 


I  BELIEVED,  THEBEFORE  HATE  I  SPOKEN.        479 

"  Grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ.  Grace 
was  poured  into  his  lips ;  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
rested  upon  him ;  for  the  Father  "  gave  not  the 
Spirit  by  measure  unto  him  ;"  therefore  every  word 
wnich  fell  from  his  lips  was  as  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
seven  times  purified :  he  never  spake  unadvisedly 
with  his  lips ;  he  never  gave  utterance  to  a  sentence 
but  with  the  fullest  conviction  of  its  truth ;  what 
he  uttered  he  believed ;  te  never  spake  but  when 
God  spake  by  him,  "  he  was  dumb  with  silence, 
and  held  his  peace  even  from  good ;"  but  while  he 
mused  (i.  e.  contemplated)  the  fire  burned ;  "  then 
spake  I  with  my  tongue."  All  teachers  should 
follow  this  great  example,  and  speak  only  as  they 
believe:  we  shall  never  persuade  men  to  believe 
what  in  heart  we  do  not  believe  ourselves.  There 
must  be  godly  sincerity  and  truth  in  the  inward 
man,  both  to  persuade  men  and  to  please  God. 
The  Apostle  refers  express^  to  this  scripture  in  the 
4th  of  2nd  Corinthians,  and  says,  "  We,  having  the 
same  spirit  of  faith  (i.e.  which  was  in  Christ)  as  it  is 
written,  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken ;  we 
also  believe,  and  therefore  speak." 

"  I  was  greatly  afflicted." 

"  I  said  in  my  haste,  All  men  are  liars." 

His  affliction  arose  from  the  contrast  which  he 
felt  around  him  on  all  sides,  with  his  own  truthful 
and  pure  soul ;  all  was  pretence,  a  putting  on  of 
appearances ;  men  "  deceiving  and  being  deceived." 
In  the  agony  of  his  soul  he  exclaimed  "  All  men 
are  liars." 

"  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his 
benefits  toward  me  t" 
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"  I  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation,  and  call  upon 

the  name  of  the  Lord." 
"I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now  in 

the  presence  ot  all  his  people' 


.»» 


What  is  gratitude  ?  A  heart  thankful  for  benefits 
received:  this  thankfulness  exists  in  the  highest 
perfection  in  Christ.  As  Creator  he  has  received 
nothing,  but  as  the  head*  of  all  creatures,  he  has 
received,  and  therefore  he  says,  "  Bless  the  Lord, 

0  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  be  stirred  up  to 
bless  his  holy  name ;  bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and 
forget  not  all  his  benefits :"  and  here,  "  what  shall 

1  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  !"  How 
can  I  express  to  him  the  depth  of  my  gratitude  ? 
How  can  I  shew  forth  all  his  praise,  who  hath  de- 
livered my  soul  from  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears, 
and  my  feet  from  falling  ?  To  glorify  him,  I  took 
the  cup  of  shame,  suffering,  and  death ;  to  glorify 
him  I  will  now  take  the  cup  of  salvation ;  1  will 
draw  water  from  the  wells  of  salvation,  and  fill  my 
cup  therewith,  and  will  glorify  him  for  evermore. 
The  cup  of  salvation  will  continue  for  ever :  of  this 
cup  Christ  and  his  church  shall  freely  drink  :  as  it 
is  written,  "  Eat,  0  friends ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abun- 
dantly, 0  beloved." 

"  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  saints." 

When  he  died,  there  was  none  to  bury  him,  until 
two  strangers  approached,  who  were  not  even 
known  to  be  disciples.  God  touched  their  hearts ; 
and  when  all  others  were  turning  their  backs,  they 
boldly  approached,  and  interred  him  in  the  sepul- 
chre, hewn  out  of  the  rock.    His  death,  0  how 
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precious  in  God's  sight !  That  body  lacerated,  and 
still  trickling  with  blood,  from  the  hands,  and  feet, 
and  side  I  though  lifeless,  0  how  dear  to  Him  !  So 
indeed  is  the  death  of  all  his  saints !  but  here  is  the 
King  of  saints ;  and  his  death  is  pre-eminently  pre- 
cious ;  insomuch  that  "  he  would  not  leave  his  soul 
in  hell,  nor  suffer  his  flesh  to  see  corruption." 

"  0  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant/' 

Christ  is  the  Creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth: 
but  the  infinite  can  take  the  form  of  the  finite :  the 
less  cannot  reach  to  the  greater,  but  the  greater  can 
come  down  to  the  less  :  and  this  has  been  done  by 
the  second  person  in  the  Godhead  :  he  has  de- 
scended from  the  infinite  to  the  finite,  and  become 
the  servant  of  God ;  and  will  so  continue  for  ever, 
for  thus  it  is  written,  "  Thou  art  a  priest  for  ever, 
after  the  order  of  Melchizedek."  The  fact  that  he 
holds  the  office  of  High  Priest,  and  is  to  hold  it  for 
ever,  clearly  shews,  that  permanency  is  intended  in 
this  subordinate  relation  ;  for  a  priest  is  one  who 
serves  God;  ministering  to  him  in  holy  things. 
Thus,  then,  is  Christ  the  servant  of  God ;  see  Isaiah 
xlii.  L,  "  Behold  my  servant,  whom  1  uphold ;  mine 
elect,  in  -whom  my  soul  delighteth."  And  again  in 
the  53rd  chapter,  11th  verse,  "  He  shall  see  of  the 
travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be  satisfied :  by  his 
knowledge  shall  my  righteous  servant  justify  many ; 
for  he  shall  bear  their  iniquities."  Also  in  the  50th 
chapter,  the  Lord  speaks  of  himself  as  not  being 
rebellious,  which  surely  implies  the  position  of  a 
servant,  saying,  "The  Lord  God  hath  opened 
mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither  turned 
away  back  :  I  gave  my  back  to  the  smiters, 
and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair : 
31  vol.  n. 
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I  hid  not  my  face  from  shame  and  spitting."  In 
the  10th  verse,  the  Father  again  speaks  of  him  as 
his  servant,  saying,  "  Who  is  among  you  that 
feareth  the  Lord ;  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  ser- 
vant ?"    "  0  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant." 

"  I  am  thy  servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  hand- 
maid." 

"  Behold,  a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and  bring 
forth  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel." 
"  How  shall  this  be,  said  Mary,  seeing  I  know  not 
a  man  ?  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee, 
and  the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow 
thee  ;  therefore,  that  holy  one,  who  shall  be  born 
of  thee,  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God."  Blessed 
was  she  among  women,  and  blessed  was  the  fruit 
of  her  womb ;  from  henceforth  all  generations  shall 
call  her  blessed.  "  Blessed  is  the  womb  that  bare 
him,  and  the  breasts  which  he  had  sucked ;  yea, 
rather  blessed  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  God, 
and  do  it; "  thus  all  who  hear  the  word  of  God  and 
do  it  are  equally  blessed.  The  natural  relationship 
is  absorbed  in  the  spiritual :  the  earthly  in  the 
heavenly.  How  greatly  do  they  err  who  pray  to  the 
Virgin  (or  rather  to  the  mother  of  the  children !  for 
she  became,  after  her  marriage  with  Joseph,  the 
mother  of  a  numerous  family.)  Who  made  her  an 
intercessor  t  There  is  but  one  mediator  between 
God  and  man,  so  there  can  be  but  one  intercessor: 
for  he  who  alone  mediates  must  necessarily  be  the 
only  intercessor.  "  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  ad- 
vocate with  the  Father  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous ; 
who  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins ;  and  not  for  ours 
only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world*" 
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"  Thou  hast  loosed  my  bonds." 

Christ  \a  as  bound  in  death's  chains,  but  it  was  not 
possible  that  he  should  be  holden  of  them,  as  St. 
Peter  hath  affirmed  in  Acts  ii.  24,  "  Whom  God 
hath  raised  up,  having  loosed  the  pains  of  death, 
because  it  was  not  possible  that  he  should  be  holden 
of  it."  This,  therefore,  is  doubtless  that  to  which 
our  Lord  alludes,  "  Thou  hast  delivered  my  soul 
from  death,"  &c. 

"  I  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacrifice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  will  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

"  This  also  shall  please  the  Lord,  better  than  a 
bullock  that  hath  horns  and  hoofs ; "  for  "  Whoso 
offereth  praise  glorifieth  me,"  and  again,  "  Offer 
unto  God  thanksgiving,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto  the 
most  high  ;  and  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble; 
I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me." 
With  such  sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased ;  and  such 
sacrifices  shall  be  presented  for  ever  by  the  great 
head  of  the  church,  both  for  himself  as  the  father's 
servant,  and  for  us  who  all  are  the  servants  of 
Christ,  for  as  the  head  (or  Lord)  of  Christ  is  God, 
so  is  Christ  the  head  (or  Lord)  of  every  man," 

"  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now  in 
the  presence  of  all  his  people." 

"  In  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house  (which  is) 
in  the  midst  of  thee,  0  Jerusalem.  Praise 
ye  the  Lord." 

Twice  in  this  Psalm  Christ  declares  that  he  will 
pay  his  vows  unto  the  Lord ;  and  this  purpose  is 
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also  announced  in  Psalm  lxi.,  "  Thou  wilt  prolong 
the  king's  life,  and  his  years  as  many  generations ; 
he  shall  abide  before  God  for  ever;  0  prepare 
mercy  and  truth  which  may  preserve  him,  so  will 
I  sing  praise  unto  thy  name  for  ever,  and  will  daily 
perform  my  vows."  When  the  people  are  gathered, 
their  temple  purified,  and  the  holy  one  of  Israel  in 
the  midst  of  them,  then  will  he  perform  his  vows. 
The  whole  Mosaic  ritual  will  be  restored,  when  the 
times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  as  it  is  written  in  Psalm  li.,  "  Do  good  in 
thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion :  build  thou  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem :  then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the 
sacrifices  of  righteousness,  with  burnt  offering,  and 
whole  burnt  offering :  then  shall  they  offer  bullocks 
upon  thine  altar."  In  that  day,  Christ,  as  the  leader 
and  commander  of  the  people,  thus  speaks,  u  I  will 
go  into  thy  house  with  burnt  offerings ;  I  will  pay 
tnee  my  vows ;  which  my  lips  have  uttered,  and 
my  mouth  hath  spoken  when  I  was  in  trouble :  I 
will  offer  unto  thee  burnt  sacrifices  of  fatlings,  with 
the  incense  of  rams,  I  will  ofter  bullocks  with  goats." 
"  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,"  not  secretly, 
but  openly,  even  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people, 
in  the  presence  of  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four 
thousand  who  appear  with  him  on  the  Mount  Zion, 
and  in  the  presence  of  their  seed,  and  of  their  seeds* 
seed,  through  endless  generations :  and  the  place 
where  he  will  thus  pay  his  vows  shall  be  the  courts 
of  the  Lord's  house,  which  house  shall  be  "  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  0  Jerusalem;"  "  for  thou  shalt  no  more 
be  termed  forsaken,"  but  shalt  be  the  throne  of  the 
Lord ;  "  for  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the 
bride,  so  shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee,"  and  will 
constitute  thee  "  the  perfection  of  beauty,  the  joy  of 
the  whole  earth," 
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1.  0  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  nations :  praise  him 
all  ye  people. 

2.  For  his  merciful  kindness  is  great  toward  us ; 
and  the  truth  of  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever. 

When  this  Psalm  shall  be  sung,  it  will  be  the  year 
of  jubilee:  "When  the  year  of  his  redeemed  is  come, 
then  shall  the  nation  be  glad  and  sing  for  joy  ;  and 
all  the  people  with  joyful  hearts  shall  praise  him. 
"  The  heavens  shall  rejoice,  and  the  earth  shall  be 
glad ;  the  field  shall  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  therein ; 
tnen  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice :"  all 
nature  shall  break  out  into  singing  before  the  Lord, 
for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth  ;  ."he  shall  judge 
the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the  people  with 
his  truth." 
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1.  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  he  is  good ; 
because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  Let  Israel  now  say,  that  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 

3.  Let  the  house  of  Aaron  now  say,  that  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

4.  Let  them  now  that  fear  the  Lord  say,  that  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

5.  I  called  upon  the  Lord  in  distress :  the  Lord 
answered  me,  and  set  me  in  a  large  place. 

6.  The  Lord  is  on  my  side;  I  will  not  fear: 
what  can  man  do  unto  me  ? 

7.  The  Lord  taketh  my  part  with  them  that  help 
me  :  therefore  shall  I  see  my  desire  upon  them  that 
hate  me. 

8.  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put 
confidence  in  man. 

9.  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put 
confidence  in  princes. 

10.  All  nations  compassed  me  about :  but  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  will  I  destroy  them. 

11.  They  compassed  me  about;  yea,  they  com- 
passed me  about :  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  I 
destroy  them. 

12.  They  compassed  me  about  like  bees:  they 
are  quenched  as  the  fire  of  thorns :  for  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  will  I  destroy  them. 

13.  Thou  hast  thrust  sore  at  me,  that  I  might 
fall :  but  the  Lord  helped  me. 
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14.  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song,  and  is  be- 
come my  salvation. 

15.  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  is  in  the 
tabernacles  of  the  righteous :  the  right  hand  of  the 
Lord  doeth  valiantly. 

16.  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted  :  the 
right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly. 

17.  I  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works 
of  the  Lord.  K 

18.  The  Lord  hath  chastened  me  sore :  but  he 
hath  not  given  me  over  unto  death. 

19.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness :  I 
will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the  Lord : 

20.  This  gate  of  the  Lord,  into  which  the  right- 
eous shall  enter. 

21.  I  will  praise  thee :  for  thou  hast  heard  me, 
and  art  become  my  salvation. 

22.  The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  be- 
come the  head  stone  of  the  corner. 

23.  This  is  the  Lord's  doing ;  it  is  marvellous  in 
our  eyes. 

24.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made ; 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it. 

25.  Save  now,  I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord :  0  Lord, 
I  beseech  thee,  send  now  prosperity. 

26.  Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord :  we  have  blessed  you  out  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 

27.  God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath  showed  us 
light :  bind  the  sacrifice  with  cords,  even  unto  the 
horns  of  the  altar. 

28.  Thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  praise  thee : 
thou  art  my  God,  I  will  exalt  thee. 

29.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  he  is  good : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
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"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is  good : 

because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 
"  Let  Israel  now  say,  that  his  mercy  endureth 

for  ever." 
"  Let  the  house  of  Aaron  now  say,  that  his 

mercy  endureth  for  ever." 
"  Let  them  now  that  fear  the  Lord  say,  that 

his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 


When  this  Psalm  shall  be  sung,  "  the  redeemer  has 
come  to  Zion,  and  to  them  that  turn  from  trans- 
gression in  Jacob,"  it  is  a  triumphant  song  of  praise 
unto  our  God,  who  hath  given  the  victory  over  all 
enemies  to  Israel,  and  hath  remembered  his  mercy 
and  truth  to  his  people,  as  he  promised  to  Abra- 
ham, and  to  his  seed  for  ever.  It  had  iust  been  the 
day  of  Israel's  trouble ;  but  God  hath  broken  the 
staff  of  the  oppressor,  even  Antichrist  (the  Assyrian), 
and  hath  broken  his  yoke  from  off  their  neck,  and 
removed  his  burden  from  off  their  shoulder :  from 
this  time  forth,  the  rod  of  oppression  they  shall 
never  know,  for  "God  will  be  their  defence,  and  the 
holy  one  of  Israel  their  king."  It  will  be  an  unending 
duration  of  uninterrupted  joy  and  gladness ;  "  they 
will  sing,  yea,  they  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord," 
Israel  snail  say,  and  the  house  of  Aaron  shall  say, 
and  all  who  fear  and  love  the  Lord  shall  say,  that 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever,  "  0  Lord,  I  will  praise 
thee ;  though  thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger 
is  turned  away,  and  thou  comfortedst  me."  In 
that  day  it  shall  be  said,  "  Sing  unto  the  Lord  for 
he  hath  done  excellent  things ;  this  is  known  in  all 
the  earth.  Cry  out,  and  shout,  thou  inhabitant  of 
Zion ;  for  great  is  the  holy  one  of  Israel  in  the 
midst  of  thee."     (Isaiah  chap.  xii.J 
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"  I  called  upon  the  Lord  in  distress:  the  Lord 
answered  me,  and  set  me  in  a  large  place." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  among  the  last  words 
which  our  Lord  uttered  before  he  gave  up  the 
ghost  were  these,  contained  in  Psalm  xxxi.,  5, 
"  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit,"  but  how 
soon  was  the  spirit  of  heaviness  exchanged  for  the 
garment  of  praise !  for  almost  immediately  there- 
after he  gives  thanks  to  God  for  his  deliverance 
from  that  enemy,  from  whose  grasp  no  child  of 
Adam  had  ever  before  obtained  release.  "  I  will 
be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy,  for  thou  hast  not 
shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy ;  but  hast 
set  my  feet  in  a  large  place."  This  is  the  distress 
which  rested  upon  him  all  his  life ;  but  especially 
when  he  came  to  the  hour  that  he  "  might  give  his 
flesh  for  the  life  of  the  world ;"  then  it  was  distress 
and  sorrow,  such  as  mankind  never  had  known ; 
for  "  there  was  no  sorrow  like  unto  his  sorrow,"  in 
the  day  that  the  Lord  put  him  to  grief :  but  God 
put  his  tears  into  his  bottle,  and  wrote  them  in  his 
book.  The  Lord  right  early  answered  him,  and 
set  him  in  a  large  place,  even  at  his  own  right 
hand,  where  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 

"  The  Lord  is  on  my  side ;  I  will  not  fear ; 
what  can  man  do  unto  me  ?" 

When  Pilate  threatened  him  with  the  conse- 
quences which  resulted  from  his  power  over  him 
for  life  or  for  death,  he  fearlessly  said.  "  Thou 
couldst  have  no  power  at  all  against  me,  except  it 
were  given  thee  from  above."  He  knew  that  the 
Lord  was  on  his  side,  and  although  by  his  deter* 
minate  counsel  and  foreknowledge,  he  was  now 
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appointed  to  die,  yet  he  feared  not  man,  knowing 
that  he  had  no  power  at  all  beyond  what  God  was 
pleased  to  give  him  :  but  these  words  (in  the  6th  and 
following  verses)  are  not  spoken  with  reference  to 
his  first,  but  to  his  second  coming,  when  all  the  powers 
on  earth  will  be  combined  against  him.  The  world  is 
now  in  league  against  Christ ;  and  the  idea  of  his  com- 
ing to  reign  is  considered  quite  Utopian,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  improbable.  Men  do  not  recognise 
him  as  their  king;  therefore  when  it  becomes 
apparent  by  great  signs  from  Heaven  that  he 
actually  is  about  to  assume  his  regal  dignity  as 
"  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,"  the  opposition 
to  such  a  government  by  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
men  will  amount  to  madness  :  frantic  with  rage, 
they  will  combine  under  the  leadership  of  Anti- 
christ, with  his  ten  kings,  to  set  him  at  defiance. 
They  will  assemble  in  numbers  far  greater  than  were 
ever  brought  together  into  one  place,  in  the  great 

f)lain  of  Esdraelon,  which  is  about  thirty  miles  in 
ength :  dense  masses  of  people  shall  be  assembled  to 
dispute  the  right  of  territory  and  lordship  with  Christ: 
therefore  it  is  said,  "  The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sworn ; 
surely  as  I  have  thought,  so  shall  it  come  to  pass, 
and  as  I  have  purposed  so  shall  it  stand ;  that  I 
will  break  the  Assyrian  (Antichrist)  in  my  land, 
and  on  my  mountains  tread  him  underfoot;  this  is  the 
purpose  that  is  purposed  upon  the  whole  earth  (for 
the  whole  earth  is  at  his  command),  and  this  is  the 
hand  that  is  stretched  out  upon  all  nations :  for  the 
Lord  of  hosts  hath  purposed,  and  who  can  disannul 
it  ?  and  his  hand  is  stretched  out  and  who  can  turn 
it  back  ?  "  The  Lord  comes  forth  to  combat  with 
all  this  multitude  thus  assembled,  single  handed ; 
for  this  will  be  the  great  wine  press  of  the  wrath  of 
God ;  and  of  it  he  says,  "  I  have  trodden  the  wine 
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press  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 
me,  and  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and 
trample  them  in  my  fury,  and  their  blood  shall  be 
sprinkled  upon  my  garments,  and  I  will  stain  all  my 
raiment." 


"  The  Lord  taketh  my  part  with  them  that  help 
me  :  therefore  shall  I  see  my  desire  upon 
them  that  hate  me." 


"The  remnant  of  Israel"  are  those  who  shall  help 
him ;  and  the  Lord  taketh  his  part  with  them,  for 
"  one  man  shall  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  shall  put 
ten  thousand  to  flight :"  in  that  day  Christ  will  see 
his  desire  on  his  enemies,  for  "he  will  rule  them  with 
a  rod  of  iron,  and  break  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's 
vessel."  God  will  on  that  day  "  make  his  enemies 
his  footstool ;"  and  they  shall  flee  before  him  as 
chaff  before  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolling  thing  before 
the  whirlwind ;"  and  "  the  indignation  shall  cease, 
and  his  anger  in  their  destruction; 


» 


"  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put 

confidence  in  man 
"  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put 

confidence  in  princes." 

An  ungodly  man  puts  no  trust  in  God ;  for  God 
is  to  him  a  stranger ;  he  knows  him  not,  and  desires 
not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways :  "  but  they  that 
know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust  in  thee."  Christ 
knows  it,  and  whatsoever  he  asks  of  the  Father  he 
receives.  On  the  great  day  of  conflict  he  comes 
out  panoplied  with  this  divine  armour  ;  he  trusts  in 
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God,  and  in  his  name  he  goes  forth  to  complete  his 
triumph  over  rebellious  man,  not  by  converting  but 
by  destroying  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

"  All  nations  compassed  me  about ;  but  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  I  will  destroy  them." 

"  They  compassed  me  about ;  yea,  they  com- 
passed me  about;  but  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  will  I  destroy  them." 

"  They  compassed  me  about  like  bees ;  they 
are  quenched  as  the  fire  of  thorns  for  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  I  will  destroy  them/' 

The  Spirit  of  God  (who  dictated  all  these  words 
to  David  concerning  Christ)  does  not  use  unmean- 
ing verbiage,  nor  useless  repetitions ;  the  object  is 
evidently  to  call  our  particular  attention  to  this  great 
event  which  will  take  place  on  the  day  when  Christ  is 
revealed  from  heaven  to  take  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God.  In  that  day  shall  be  fulfilled 
those  words,  written  in  the  2nd  rsalm,  "  The  hea- 
then rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing. 
The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and  the 
rulers  take  counsel  together  against  the  Lord,  and 
against  his  anointed,  saying,  Let  us  break  their 
bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us." 
Although  the  early  church  saw  in  this  scripture  the 
fulfilment  of  its  prediction  when  Christ  first  suffered, 
saying,  "  Of  a  truth,  against  thy  holy  child  Jesus 
both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  people  of 
Israel,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do  what  thy 
counsel  and  purpose  determined  before  to  be  done," 
yet  it  only  had  a  partial  fulfilment  then,  and  remains 
yet  to  be  accomplished ;  and  this  is  evident  from 
the  declared  fact,  that  at  that  time,  when  God  will 
speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his 


THE  DAT  OF  THE  LORD  IS  NEAR.      493 

sore  displeasure,  he  will  set  his  king  upon  his  holy 
hill  of  Zion,  which  he  has  not  yet  done,  neither 
will  do  until  that  day  when  he  makes  his  enemies 
his  footstool.  And  this  is  that  day  of  which  God 
hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets, 
when  Christ  shall  come  forth,  and  with  the  sword 
of  his  mouth,  (which  is  the  breath  of  his  lips)  he 
shall  slay  the  wicked :  "  all  nations  compassed  me 
about'*  They  congregate  together  in  prodigious 
multitudes  under  their  great  despotic  Sovereign  and 
Commander-in-chief,  {i.e.  the  personal  Antichrist) 
whose  word  shall  be  law  to  all  nations,  and  under 
his  banners  shall  they  fight.  The  prophet  Isaiah 
thus  describes  them  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  field 
of  conflict,  "  The  noise  of  a  multitude  in  the  moun- 
tains, like  as  of  a  great  people :  a  tumultuous  noise 
of  the  kingdoms  of  nations  gathered  together, 
the  Lord  of  hosts  mustereth  the  host  of  the  battle/' 
Joel,  the  prophet  has  also  these  remarkable  words, 
"  I  will  gather  all  nations,  and  will  bring  them  down 
into  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat ;"  and  again,  "  Multi- 
tudes, multitudes  in  the  valley  of  decision ;  for  the 
day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  in  the  valley  of  decision/' 
This  prophet  clearly  shews  that  they  are  brought 
thither  for  their  destruction  ;  which  indeed  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah  distinctly  declares  in  the  17th  chapter, 
m  these  woids,  "  Woe  to  the  multitude  of  many 
people,  who  make  a  noise  like  the  noise  of  the  seas, 
and  to  the  rushing  of  nations,  that  make  a  rushing 
like  the  rushing  of  mighty  waters :  the  nations 
shall  rush  like  the  rushing  of  many  waters,  but  God 
shall  rebuke  them,  and  they  shall  flee  far  off,  and 
shall  be  chased  as  the  chafl  of  the  mountains  before 
the  wind,  and  like  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirl- 
wind ;  and  behold,  at  evening  tiae  trouble,  and  be- 
fore the  morning  he  is  not  ?"    Thus  will  all  nations 
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attempt  to  surround  the  sacred  person  of  Christ ; 
but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  he  will  destroy  them. 
They  will  compass  him  about  as  bees,  but  shall  be 
quenched  as  the  fire  of  thorns  ;  for  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  he  will  destroy  them.  At  first,  the  sight 
of  that  august  personage,  as  he  comes  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven,  will  strike  terror  into  all  hearts,  and  thev 
shall  wail  because  of  him ;  but  their  leaders,  Anti- 
christ, his  ten  kings,  and  all  their  captains  and 
mighty  men,  inspired  by  the  Prince  of  darkness, 
wiff  speedily  recover  from  the  panic  which  at  first 
seized  them;  and  being  utterly  demented,  they 
will  in  great  multitudes  rush  against  the  thick  bosses 
of  Jehovah's  buckler ;  "  but  the  light  of  Israel  shall 
be  for  a  fire,  and  his  holy  one  for  a  flame,  and  shall 
burn  and  devour  his  thorns  and  briers  in  one  day, 
and  shall  consume  the  glory  of  his  forest,  and  of 
his  fruitful  field,  both  soul  and  body ;  and  they  shall 
be  as  when  a  standard  bearer  fainteth ;  and  the  rest 
of  the  trees  of  his  (Antichrist's)  forest  shall  be  few, 
that  a  child  may  write  them." 

"  Thou  (0  enemy)  hast  thrust  sore  at  me  that 
I  might  fall ;  but  the  Lord  helped  me." 

It  will  be  the  great  day  of  his  wrath ;  and  "  he 
will  send  forth  his  arrows,  and  scatter  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  shoot  forth  his  lightnings,  and  discomfit 
them ;"  but  he  will  do  more  ;  the  Lord  of  hosts  will 
come  into  actual  conflict  with  living  men,  for  he 
will  literally  tread  them  down  in  has  anger,  and 
trample  them  in  his  fury ;  and  their  blood  will  be 
sprinkled  upon  his  garments:  he  will  tread  the 
wine-press  of  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of  Almighty 
God ;  and  blood  shall  come  out  of  the  wine-press, 
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even  unto  the  horse  bridles,  by  the  space  of  a  thou- 
sand and  six  hundred  furlongs,  or  two  hundred  miles  ! 
But  will  the  multitudes  stand  still  and  be  mowed 
down  in  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  ?  Will 
they  make  no  resistance  ?  Assuredly  they  will ; 
utterly  abortive  as  all  their  attempts  will  be,  they 
will  nevertheless  make  them ;  they,  on  their  side, 
will  fight  like  as  in  the  great  conflict  which  a  few 
years  previous  had  taken  place  in  heaven,  when 
"  Michael  and  his  angels  fought  against  the  Dragon 
and  his  angels;"  still  they  (the  weaker)  fought,  and 
did  not  yield  without  a  struggle  ;  so  shall  it  be  at 
the  battle  oi  Armageddon :  animated  and  stirred 
up  by  all  the  powers  of  hell,  the  innumerable  mul- 
titudes will  exert  their  utmost  efforts,  with  all 
the  improved  appliances  of  war,  to  maintain  their 
ground ;  they  will  battle  for  independence  and 
will  fight  against  him  that  •'  sitteth  upon  the  horse 
and  against  his  army  ;"  "  to  break  their  bands 
assunder,  and  to  cast  away  their  cords  from  us ;" 
they  will  "  thrust  sore  at  him,  that  he  may  fall ;" 
many  a  bullet  will  be  aimed  at  his  head ;  and  many 
a  sword  unsheathed  against  him,  but  all  will  be 
powerless  to  injure  him,  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  will 
be  his  helper.  "And  the  Lord  shall  cause  his 
glorious  voice  to  be  heard,  and  shall  shew  the 
fighting  down  of  his  arm,  with  the  indignation  of 
his  anger  and  with  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire  ; 
with  scattering,  and  tempest,  and  hailstones."  Anti- 
christ, the  man  of  sin,  will  set  the  briers  and  thorns 
(i.e.  his  multitudinous  army)  against  him  in  battle ; 
but  the  Lord  will  go  through  them,  and  will  burn 
them  together,  "  for  every  battle  of  the  warrior  is 
with  confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood ; 
but  this  (battle)  shall  be  with  burning  and  fuel  of 
fire." 
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"  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song,  and  is 
become  my  salvation," 

"  The  king's  strength  is  the  Lord."  The  Lord 
is  the  saving  strength  of  his  anointed ;  therefore 
he  saith,  "That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered, 
save  with  thy  right  hand,  and  answer  me  ;"  and 
again,  "  The  king  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  0  Lord, 
and  in  thy  salvation  how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice." 
(Psalm  xxi.  1).  In  the  midst  of  the  great  conflict, 
when  all  nations  compassed  him  about,  the  king 
trusted  in  the  Lord,  and  through  the  mercv  of  the 
Most  High  he  was  not  moved ;  therefore  his  hand 
found  out  all  his  enemies ;  his  right  hand  found  out 
those  that  hated  him  ;  and  in  this  the  time  of  his 
anger,  he  made  them  as  a  fiery  oven,  he  swallowed 
them  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  devoured  them. 
And  now  the  battle  is  over,  the  victory  is  won. 
1 '  Not  unto  me,  0  Lord,  not  unto  me,  but  unto  thy 
name  be  glory ;  for  thou  hast  been  my  strength 
and  my  song,  and  art  become  my  salvation ;  and 
in  thy  salvation  how  greatly  shall  I  rejoice." 

"  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  is  in  the 
tabernacles  of  the  righteous." 

"  Zion  heard,  and  was  glad,  and  the  daughters 
of  Judah  rejoiced,  because  of  thy  judgments,  0 
Lord :"  there  shall  be  the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  sal- 
vation, even  in  every  dwelling  place  of  Mount  Zion; 
upon  which  the  Lord  will  create  a  cloud  by  day,  and 
the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night.  They  shall 
sing  unto  the  Lord,  and  bless  his  name.  "Crjr  out, 
and  shout,  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion,  for  great  is  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel  in  the  midst  of  thee."  Let  us 
sing  and  be  glad,  and  give  honour  unto  him,  for 
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"  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly." 
"  The  right  hand  of  the  Lord  is  exalted  :  the 
right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly." 

"  Thou  hast  a  mighty  arm ;  strong  is  thy  hand, 
and  high  is  thy  right  hand ;  justice  and  judgment 
are  the  habitation  of  thy  throne."  "  Sing  unto  the 
Lord  a  new  song,  for  he  hath  done  marvellous 
things ;  his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm  hath  gotten 
him  the  victory.  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his 
salvation  ;  his  righteousness  hath  he  openly  showed 
in  the  sight  of  the  heathen  ;  he  hath  (also)  remem- 
bered his  mercy  and  his  truth  toward  the  house  of 
Israel ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the 
salvation  of  our  God." 


"  I  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works 

of  the  Lord." 
"  The  Lord  hath  chastened  me  sore ;  but  he 

hath  not  given  me  over  unto  death." 


"  I  am  he  that  liveth  and  was  dead,  and  behold, 
I  am  alive  for  evermore  :"I  shall  no  more  die,  but  live, 
and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord;"  "I  will  sing,  yea, 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  our  God :"  he  chastened  me 
sore  in  the  time  of  my  pilgrimage;  but  "  it  was  good 
for  me  to  be  afflicted,  that  I  might  learn  thy  statutes :" 
"  the  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me  about,  and 
the  pains  of  hell  overwhelmed  me  ;"  yet  didst 
thou  speedily  "put  off  my  sack-cloth,  and  girded  me 
with  gladness,  to  the  end  that  my  glory  might  sing 

? raise  unto  thee,  and  not  be  silent ;  0  Lord  my  God ; 
will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever,"  for  "  thou  didst 
not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  nor  suffer  thine  holy  oije 
32  vol,  n. 
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to  see  corruption :"  thou  didst  not  give  me  over 
unto  death,  that  death  might  have  dominion  over 
me.  It  behoved  Christ,  that  he  should  taste  death ; 
but  not  that  death  should  triumph  over  him.  Christ 
entered  into  death's  dark  dominions,  not  to  remain 
his  prisoner,  but  to  open  wide  his  portals,  that  free 
egress  might  be  obtained  for  as  many  as  believe  in 
his  name. 


"  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness ;  I 
will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the 
Lord." 

It  will  be  just  at  the  crisis  of  Israel's  extremity, 
that  the  Lord  will  make  bare  his  holy  arm  in  his 
behalf.  "  When  her  gates  lament,  and  mourn,  and 
she  (Jerusalem)  being  desolate  shall  sit  on  the 
ground ;"  suddenly  a  new  race  of  children,  small  in 
number,  but  of  a  widely  different  character  shall 
approach  her  gates ;  to  whom  it  shall  be  said,  4i  Go 
through,  go  through  the  gates,  prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  people;  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway ;  gather 
out  the  stones ;  lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people. 
Behold,  the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of 
the  world,  Say  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold 
thy  salvation  cometh;  behold  his  reward  is  with 
him,  and  his  work  before  him.  And  they  shall  call 
them,  The  holy  people,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord : 
and  thou  (Jerusalem)  shalt  be  called,  Sought  out, 
A  city  not  forsaken."  Jerusalem's  new-found  child- 
ren are  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand, 
who  appear  with  the  Lamb  on  the  Mount  Zion,  as 
described  in  the  14th  chapter  of  Revelation,  for  in 
truth,  "  The  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and 
unto  them  that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob ;" 


HER  GATES  SHALL  BE  OPEN  CONTINUALLY.   499 

The  chosen  people  will  precede  him,  and  be  there  in 
waiting  for  his  glorious  approach.  "  They  have  re- 
turned unto  Zion,  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy 
upon  their  heads."  Jerusalem,  their  mother,  is 
astonished  at  their  coming,  and  shall  thus  say  in 
her  heart,  "  Who  hath  begotten  me  these,  seeing  I 
have  lost  my  children,  and  am  desolate,  a  captive 
and  removing  to  and  fro  ?  and  who  hath  brought 
up  these  ?  Behold,  I  was  left  alone ;  these,  where 
had  they  been  V9  Jerusalem's  new-found  children 
are  they  to  whom  were  given  two  wings  of  a  great 
eagle  (Moses  and  Elijah)  that  they  might*  fly  into  a 
place  prepared  by  God,  that  there  they  might  be 
sustained  until  the  fiery  persecution  of  Antichrist  was 
past,  and  the  days  of  the  great  tribulation  be  ended. 
These  are  the  kings  of  the  east,  for  whom  (at 
the  pouring  out  of  the  sixth  vial)  the  great  river 
Euphrates  was  dried  up,  that  they  might  return, 
"  the  remnant,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob  unto  the 
mighty  God."  They  have  returned;  and  now 
await  the  approach  of  their  great  deliverer.  Sud- 
denly he  appears  before  the  gates,  and  demands 
admittance,  not  in  the  sullen  voice  of  a  conqueror, 
but  meek  and  gentle,  as  on  that  day  when  ne  ap- 
proached the  city,  sitting  on  an  ass,  even  a  colt,  the 
foal  of  an  ass ;"  "  open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteous- 
ness, I  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the 
Lord." 


"  This  gate  of  the  Lord,  into  which  the  right- 
eous shall  enter." 


These  gates  shall  be  open  continually  ;  they  shall 
not  be  shut  day  nor  night,  that  the  righteous  nation, 
which  keepeth  the  truth,  may  enter  in  ;  but  as  yet 
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the j  are  shut,  probably  from  a  fear  lest  the  enemy 
might  return :  and  not  until  the  Captain  of  their 
salvation  appears,  do  they  venture  to  open  them. 
"  for  their  help  is  in  the  Lord,  who  made  the  hea- 
ven and  the  earth  i"  when  he  comes,  they  will  fear 
no  more :  and  now  the  Lord  for  whom  they  wait 
has  suddenly  returned,  as  if  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  and  desires  that  the  gates  may  be  opened, 
that  he  may  enter  within  the  sacred  precincts,  and 

E raise  the  Lord.  The  sheep  hear  his  voice,  and 
now  it ;  and  who  can  conceive  the  unutterable 
joy,  which  shall  fill  their  hearts  at  that  moment, 
when  the  voice  of  their  Redeemer  is  heard.  Then 
shall  the  great  city  ring  with  shouts  of  joy:  with 
one  heart  and  with  one  soul  shall  they  cry  aloud, 
and  say,  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates ;  and  be 
ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  king  of 

flory  shall  come  in.  Who  is  the  king  of  glory  t 
'he  Lord  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in 
battle.  Lift  up  your  heads  0  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye 
lifted  up,  ye  everlasting  doors;  and  the  king  of 

lory  shall  come  in.    Who  is  the  king  of  glory! 

he  Lord  of  hosts,  he  is  the  king  of  glory."  That 
same  Lord  whom  Isaiah  saw  (6th  chapter)  sitting 
upon  his  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  whose  train 
filled  the  temple,  and  whom  the  seraphim  adored, 
saying,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory,"  shall  thus,  as 
king  of  glory,  triumphantly  enter  into  the  holy  city ; 
and  then  shall  Israel  say,  "  We  have  a  strong  city, 
salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks." 
They  shall  then  see  the  king  in  his  beauty,  for  "  the 
branch  of  the  Lord  shall  be  beautiful  and  glorious ; 
and  the  fruit  of  the  earth  shall  be  excellent  and 
comely  for  them  that  are  escaped  of  Israel"  This 
is  not  an  imaginary  scene,  nor  a  figurative  repre- 
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sentation,  but  a  true  description  of  an  event  to  be. 
literally  fulfilled  in  the  day  when  "  the  Lord,  whom 
they  seek,  shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even 
the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  in  whom  they 
delight.;"  then  shall  Jerusalem  become  a  quiet 
habitation,  a  "  tabernacle  that  shall  never  be  taken 
down ;  not  one  of  the  stakes  thereof  shall  ever  be 
broken,  nor  any  of  the  cords  thereof  ever  be  loosed ; 
but  there  the  glorious  Lord  will  give  unto  them  a 
broad  river,  with  streams,  wherein  shall  go  no  galley 
with  oars,  neither  shall  gallant  ship  pass  there- 
by ;"  "  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad 
the  city  of  God,  (even)  the  holy  place  of  the  taber- 
nacles of  the  Most  High."  Its  gates  shall  ever  be 
open ;  and  they  shall  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pas- 
ture ;  yea,  they  shall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led 
forth  with  peace ;  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall 
break  forth  before  them  into  singing,  and  all  the 
trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands ;  "  instead  of 
the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree,  and  instead  of 
the  brier  the  myrtle  tree,  and  shall  be  to  the  Lord 
for  a  name,  and  for  an  everlasting  sign  which  shall 
not  be  cut  off." 


"  I  will  praise  thee ;  for  thou  hast  heard  me, 
ana  art  become  my  salvation." 

"  I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  my 
voice,  and  my  supplications ;  because  he  hath  in- 
clined his  ear  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  caD  upon 
him  as  long  as  I  live."  "  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord 
my  God,  and  will  glorify  thy  name  for  evermore ;" 
"for  thou  who  didst  shew  me  great  and  sore  troubles, 
hast  quickened  me  again,  and  hast  brought  me  up 
again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth."  "Thou  hast ; 
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creased  my  greatness,  and  comforted  me  on  every 
side  ;  and  now  hast  thou  put  mine  enemies  under 
my  feet,  and  set  me  on  thv  holy  hill  in  Zion ;  there- 
fore "  will  I  shew  forth  thy  praise  in  the  gates  of 
the  daughter  of  Zion,  and  will  rejoice  in  thy 
salvation." 

"  The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  be- 
come the  head  stone  of  the  corner." 

"  This  is  the  Lord's  doing  ;  it  is  marvellous  in 
our  eyes." 

This  scripture  becomes  an  accomplished  fact  on  the 
day  when  Christ  shall  triumphantly  enter  through 
the  gates  into  the  city.  The  Jewish  senate  rejected 
him,  and  cast  him  out  of  the  vineyard,  ana  slew 
him  ;  but  God  hath  raised  him  up,  and  set  him  on 
the  throne  of  his  father  David ;  "  he  shall  reign  over 
the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom 
there  shall  be  no  end."  "  This  is  the  stone  which 
was  set  at  nought  of  you,  builders,  which  is  become 
the  head  of  the  corner;'*  "  this  is  the  Lord's  doing; 
and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes."  "  The  Lord 
brin geth  the  counsel  of  the  heathen  to  nought,  he 
maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none  effect ; 
but  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  standeth  for  ever ;  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations.  Let  all  the 
earth  fear  the  Lord ;  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  stand  in  awe  of  him ;  for  he  spake,  and  it 
was  done ;  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast." 
Christ  was  a  stone  of  stumbling,  and  a  rock  of 
offence  to  both  the  houses  of  Israel ;  but  a  founda- 
tion stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precious  corner  stone 
to  all  who  believe  on  him  :  none  that  trust  in  him 
shall  be  confounded. 


THE  DAY  WHICH  THE  LORD  HATH  MADE,        503 

"  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made 
(and  so  long  promised)  we  will  rejoice 
and  be  glad  in  it." 

Now  will  God  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion ; 
for  the  time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  set  time  is  come. 
Thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and  fa- 
vour the  dust  thereof.  Now  the  heathen  shall  fear 
thy  name,  0  Lord,  and  all  the  kings  of  the  earth 
thy  glory.  This  is  the  day,  so  long  looked  for,  and 
waited  for,  by  all  the  holy  prophets  and  saints,  and 
by  the  holy  apostles  ana  martyrs ;  it  is  the  day  of 
the  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God,  when  they 
shall  live  and  reign  with  Christ ;  ruling  with  him 
over  the  ever  increasing  numbers  of  Jacob's  seed, 
as  guides  and  instructors,  and  pastors,  feeding  them 
with  knowledge  and  understanding ;  all  of  them  in 
glorified  bodies,  like  unto  Christ's.  This  is  the  true 
beginning  ot  days ;  when  God  shall  look  on  all  the 
works  of  nis  hands,  and  pronounce  them  very  good. 
While  time  was,  this  day  had  not  commenced ;  but 
time  is  now  no  longer ;  the  eternal  era  has  dawned, 
and  the  "former  troubles  shall  not  be  remembered 
nor  come  into  mind :"  all  our  present  vexations  and 
griefs  and  troubles,  which  now  are  for  the  disciplin- 
ing of  our  souls,  will  no  more  disturb  the  blessed 
serenity  with  which  God  will  envelope  us  as  with 
a  mantle ;  "  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as  the 
moon  endureth,"  even  for  ever  and  ever.  It  will 
be  indeed  the  year  of  jubilee  ;  "  joy  and  gladness 
shall  be  found  therein,  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice 
of  melody." 

"  Save  now,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord ;  0  Lord, 
I  beseech  thee,  send  now  prosperity" 
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The  voice  of  prayer  will  continually  ascend  to 
him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne.  "  To  him  who 
heareth  prayer  shall  all  flesh  come  ;"  "  but  before 
they  call,  I  will  answer,  and  while  they  are  yet 
speaking  I  \*ill  hear."  God  will  cause  peace  to  be 
within  her  walls,  and  prosperity  within  her  palaces ; 
he  will  abundantly  bless  tier  provision,  and  satisfy 
her  poor  (that  were)  with  bread ;  he  will  clothe 
her  priests  with  salvation ;  and  her  saints  shall  shout 
aloud  for  joy."  "  I  will  turn  their  mourning  into  joy, 
and  will  comfort  them,  and  make  them  rejoice, 
from  their  sorrow.  And  I  will  satiate  the  soul  of 
the  priests  with  fatness ;  and  my  people  shall  be 
satisfied  with  my  goodness,  saith  the  Lord."  (Jer. 
xxxi.  13). 

"  Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord." 

This  is  the  day  to  which  our  Lord  pointed,  when 
he  bade  farewell  to  the  temple,  and  had  finished 
his  sayings,  or  public  ministry  among  the  people ; 
'•  but  now  your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate  ;  for 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall  not  see  me  hence- 
forth, until  that  day  tchen  ye  shall  say.  Blessed  is  he 
that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Now  the 
glorious  day  is  come  ;  "  and  it  shall  be  one  day  to 
the  Lord,  not  day  and  night,  for  at  evening  time 
it  shall  be  light ;"  a  day  of  gladness,  no  more  to  be 
succeeded  by  sorrow,  as  when  first  they  welcomed 
his  advent  to  Jerusalem,  saying,  "  Blessed  be  the 
kingdom  of  our  father  David,  which  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Hosanna  in  the  highest."  He 
that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  be  wel- 
comed with  shouts  of  exuberant  joy,  which  shall 
know  no  alloy. 
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"  We  have  blessed  you  out  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord." 

Out  of  th6  house  of  the  Lord,  the  holy  place 
wherein  the  Lord  most  high  doth  dwell,  there  will 
they  bless  the  king  of  glory,  who  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  ;  and  there  shall  they  say,  "  We 
have  thought  of  thy  loving-kindness,  0  God,  in  the 
midst  of  thy  temple ;"  we  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of 
the  Lord  for  ever. 

"  God  is  the  Lord  who  hath  shewed  us  light ; 

bind  the  sacrifice  with   cords  unto  the 

horns  of  the  altar." 
"  Thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  praise  thee ; 

thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  exalt  thee." 
"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  he  is  good ; 

for  his  mercy  endureth  ever." 

"  The  land  of  Zabulon,  and  the  land  of  Naphtali, 
by  the  way  of  the  sea,  beyond  Jordan,  Galilee  of 
the  Gentiles ;  the  people  that  walked  in  darkness 
saw  great  light ;  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light  shined." 
That  great  light  was  Christ ;  and  in  that  particular 
district  of  country,  most  of  his  mighty  works  were 
done.  Then  indeed  the  light  shone  in  the  dark- 
ness, but  the  darkness  comprehended  it  not.  Cho- 
razin  repented  not,  Bethsaida  repented  not,  Caper- 
naum repented  not !  the  higher  their  exaltation, 
the  deeper  their  fall :  but  it  shall  not  be  so  when 
he  shall  appear  the  second  time  ;  he  shall  come  to 
his  own,  and  his  own  shall  receive  him,  and  shall 
sa}',  "  This  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him,  we 
will  rejoice,  and  be  glad  in  his  salvation."     Tv~ 


506  FOR  HIS  MERCY  ENDURETH  FOR  EVER. 

scripture  here  referred  to,  and  quoted  by  St.  Mat- 
thew, will  then  receive  its  perfect  fulfilment,  for  they 
shall  see  the  light,  and  rejoice  in  it,  and  shall  say, 
"  God  is  the  Lord,  who  hath  shewed  us  light ;  God 
will  greatly  multiply  the  nation,  and  increase  the 
joy ;'  "  they  will  joy  before  him,  according  to  the 
joy  of  harvest,  and  as  men  rejoice,  who  divide  the 
spoil :  for  in  that  day  the  Lord  will  break  the  yoke 
of  (Antichrist's)  burden,  and  the  staff  of  his  shoul- 
der, the  rod  of  the  oppressor  as  in  the  days  of 
Midian."  The  oppressor  shall  be  laid  low,  and  all 
his  armies  shall  lick  the  dust.  "  Then  shall  Israel 
rejoice  in  him  that  made  him ;  the  children  of  Zion 
shall  be  joyful  in  their  king."  In  that  day  he  shall 
say,  "Thou  art  my  God  and  I  will  praise  thee; 
thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  exalt  thee." 


PSALM    CXIX. 

ALEPH. 

1.  Blessed  are  the  undefiled  in  the  way,  who 
walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Blessed  are  they  that  keep  his  testimonies,  and 
that  seek  him  with  the  whole  neart. 

3.  They  also  do  no  iniquity :  they  walk  in  his 
ways. 

4.  Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  keep  thy  precepts 
diligently. 

5.  0  that  my  ways  were  directed  to  keep  thy 
statutes ! 

6.  Then  shall  I  not  be  ashamed,  when  I  have  res- 
pect unto  all  thy  commandments. 

7.  I  will  praise  thee  with  uprightness  of  heart, 
when  I  shall  nave  learned  thy  righteous  judgements. 

8.  I  will  keep  thy  statutes :  0  forsake  me  not 
utterly. 

BETH. 

i*.  Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his 
way?  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy 
word. 

10.  With  my  whole  heart  have  I  sought  thee : 
0  let  me  not  wander  from  thy  commandments. 

11.  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I 
might  not  sin  against  thee. 
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12.  Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord  :  teach  me  me  thy 
statutes. 

13.  With  my  lips  have  I  declared  all  the  judg- 
ments of  thy  mouth. 

14.  I  have  rejoiced  in  the  way  of  thy  testimonies, 
as  much  as  in  all  riches. 

15.  I  will  meditate  in  thy  precepts,  and  have  re- 
spect unto  thy  ways. 

16.  I  will  delight  myself  in  thy  statutes :  I  will  ♦ 
not  forget  thy  word. 

GIMEL. 

17.  Deal  bountifully  with  thy  servant,  that  I  may 
live,  and  keep  thy  word. 

18.  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law. 

19.  I  am  a  stranger  in  the  earth :  hide  not  thy 
commandments  from  me. 

20.  My  soul  breaketh  for  the  longing  that  it  hath 
unto  thy  judgments  at  all  times. 

21.  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  proud  that  are  cursed, 
which  do  err  from  thy  commandments. 

22.  Remove  from  me  reproach  and  contempt; 
for  I  have  kept  thy  testimonies. 

23.  Princes  also  did  sit  and  speak  against  me : 
but  thy  servant  did  meditate  in  thy  statutes. 

24.  Thy  testimonies  also  are  my  delight,  and  my 
counsellors. 

DALETH. 

25.  My  soul  cleaveth  unto  the  dust:  quicken 
thou  me  according  to  thy  word. 

26.  I  have  declared  my  ways,  and  thou  heardest 
me :  teach  me  thy  statutes. 
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27.  Make  me  to  understand  the  way  of  thy  pre- 
cepts :  so  shall  I  talk  of  thy  wondrous  works. 

28.  My  soul  melteth  for  heaviness :  strengthen 
thou  me  according  unto  thy  word. 

29.  Remove  from  me  the  way  of  lying;   and 
grant  me  thy  law  graciously. 

30.  I  have  chosen  the  way  of  truth ;  thy  judg- 
ments have  I  laid  before  me. 

31.  1  have  stuck  unto  thy  testimonies :  0  Lord, 
put  me  not  to  shame. 

32  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  commandments, 
when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart. 

HE. 

33.  Teach  me,  0  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  statutes, 
and  I  shall  keep  it  unto  the  end. 

34.  Give  me  understanding,  and  I  shall  keep  thy 
law ;  yea,  I  shall  observe  it  with  my  whole  heart. 

35  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
ments ;  for  therein  do  I  delight. 

36.  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  testimonies,  and 
not  to  covetousness. 

37.  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanity ; 
and  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  way. 

38.  Stablish  thy  word  unto  thy  servant,  who  is 
devoted  to  thy  fear 

39.  Turn  away  my  reproach  which  I  fear ;  for 
thy  judgments  are  good. 

40.  Behold,  I  have  longed  after  thy  precepts: 
quicken  me  in  thy  righteousness. 

VAIX. 

41.  Let  thy  mercies  come  also  unto  me,  0  Lord, 
even  thy  salvation  according  to  thy  word. 

42.  So  shall  I  have  wherewith  to  answer  him 
that  reproacheth  me ;  for  I  trust  in  thy  word. 
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43.  And  take  not  the  word  of  truth  utterly  out 
of  my  mouth  ;  for  I  have  hoped  in  thy  judgments. 

44.  So  shall  I  keep  thy  law  continually  and  for 
ever  and  ever. 

45.  And  I  will  walk  at  liberty :  for  I  seek  thy 
precepts. 

46.  I  will  speak  of  thy  testimonies  also  before 
kings,  and  will  not  be  ashamed. 

47.  And  I  will  delight  myself  in  thy  command- 
ments, which  I  have  loved. 

48.  My  hands  also  will  I  lift  up  unto  thy  com- 
mandments, which  I  have  loved ;  and  I  will  medi- 
tate in  thy  statutes. 

ZAIN. 

49.  Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant,  upon 
which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope. 

50.  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliction  :  for  thy 
word  hath  quickened  me. 

51.  The  proud  have  had  me  greatly  in  derision  ; 
yet  have  I  not  declined  from  thy  law. 

52.  I  remembered  thy  judgments  of  old,  0  Lord; 
and  have  comforted  myself. 

53.  Horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me  because  of 
the  wicked  that  forsake  thy  law. 

54.  Thy  statutes  have  been  my  songs  in  the 
house  of  my  pilgrimage. 

55.  I  have  remembered  thy  name,  0  Lord,  in  the 
night,  and  have  kept  thy  law. 

56.  This  I  had,  because  I  kept  thy  precepts. 

CHETH. 

57  Thou  art  my  portion.  0  Lord :  I  have  said 
that  I  would  keep  thy  words. 

58.  I  entreated  thy  favour  with  my  whole  heart ; 
be  merciful  unto  me  according  to  thy  word. 
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59.  I  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet 
unto  thy  testimonies. 

60.  I  made  haste,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments. 

61.  The  bands  of  the  wicked  have  robbed  me  : 
but  I  have  not  forgotten  thy  law. 

62.  At  midnight  I  will  rise  to  give  thanks  unto 
tbee  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments. 

63.  I  am  a  companion  of  all  them  that  fear  thee, 
and  of  them  that  keep  thy  precepts. 

64.  The   earth,  0   Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy  : 
teach  me  thy  statutes. 

TETH. 

65.  Thou  hast  dealt  well  with  thy  servant,  0 
Lord,  according  unto  thy  word. 

66.  Teach  me  good  judgment  and  knowledge  : 
for  I  have  believed  thy  commandments. 

67.  Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray;  but 
now  have  I  kept  thy  word. 

68.  Thou  art  good,  and  doest  good :  teach  me 
thy  statutes. 

69.  The  proud  have  forged  a  lie  against  me  :  but 
I  will  keep  thy  precepts  with  my  whole  heart. 

70.  Their  heart  is  as  fat  as  grease ;  but  I  delight 
in  thy  law. 

71.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted; 
that  I  might  learn  thy  statutes. 

72.  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  unto  me  than 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver. 

JOD. 

73.  Thy  hands  have  made  me  and  fashioned 
me  :  give  me  understanding,  that  I  may  learn  thy 
commandments. 
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74.  That  they  that  fear  thee  will  be  glad  when 
they  Bee  me  ;  because  I  have  hoped  in  thy  word. 

75.  I  know,  0  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are 
right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted 
me. 

76.  Let,  I  pray  thee,  thy  merciful  kindness  be 
for  my  comfort,  .according  to  thy  word  unto  thy 
servant. 

77.  Let  thy  tender  mercies  come  unto  me,  that 
I  may  live  :  for  thy  law  is  my  delight. 

78.  Let  the  proud  be  ashamed ;  for  they  dealt 
perversely  with  me  without  a  cause:  but  I  will 
meditate  in  thy  precepts. 

79.  Let  those  that  fear  thee  turn  unto  me,  and 
those  that  have  known  thy  testimonies. 

80.  Let  my  heart  be  sound  in  thy  statutes,  that 
I  be  not  ashamed. 


CAPH. 

81.  My  soul  fainteth  for  thy  salvation;  but  I 
hope  in  thy  word. 

82.  Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  word,  saying,  When 
wilt  thou  comfort  me  ? 

83.  For  I  am  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  smoke ; 
yet  do  I  not  forget  thy  statutes. 

84.  How  many  are  the  days  of  thy  servant  ?  when 
wilt  thou  execute  judgment  on  them  that  perse- 
cute me. 

85.  The  proud  have  digged  pits  for  me,  which 
are  not  after  thy  law. 

86.  All  thy  commandments  are  faithful  :  they 
persecute  me  wrongfully ;  help  thou  me. 

87.  They  had  almost  consumed  me  upon  earth : 
but  I  forsook  not  thy  precepts. 
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88.  Quicken  me  after  thy  loving-kindness ;  so 
shall  I  keep  the  testimony  of  thy  mouth. 

LAMED. 

89.  For  ever,  0  Lord,  thy  word  is  settled  in 
heaven. 

90.  Thy  faithfulness  is  unto  all  generations; 
thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abide th. 

91.  They  continue  this  day  according  to  thine 
ordinances ;  for  all  are  thy  servants. 

92.  Unless  thy  law  had  been  my  delights,  I 
should  then  have  perished  in  mine  affliction: 

93.  I  will  never  forget  thy  precepts :  for  with 
them  thou  hast  quickened  me. 

94.  I  am  thine,  save  me ;  for  I  have  sought  thy 
precepts. 

95.  The  wicked  have  waited  for  me  to  destroy 
me :  but  I  will  consider  thy  testimonies. 

96.  I  have  seen  an  end  of  all  perfection :  but  thy 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad. 

MEM. 

97.  0  how  love  I  thy  law  1  it  is  my  meditation 
all  the  day. 

98.  Thou  through  thy  commandments  hast  made 
me  wiser  than  mine  enemies ;  for  they  are  ever 
-with  me. 

99.  1  have  more  understanding  than  all  my 
teachers;  for  thy  testimonies  are  my  meditation. 

100.  I  understand  more  than  the  ancients,  be- 
cause I  keep  thy  precepts. 

101.  I  have  retrained  my  feet  from  every  evil 
way,  that  I  might  keep  thy  word. 

102.  1  have  not  departed  from  thy  judgments : 
for  thou  hast  taught  me. 

34  vol.  ii. 
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103.  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste ! 
yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my  month ! 

104.  Through  thy  precepts  I  get  understanding: 
therefore  I  hate  every  false  way. 

NUN. 

105.  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a 
light  unto  my  path. 

106.  I  have  sworn,  and  1  will  perform  it,  that  I 
will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments. 

107.  I  am  afflicted  very  much :  quicken  me,  O 
Lord,  according  unto  thy  word. 

108.  Accept,  I  beseech  thee,  the  free-will  offer- 
ings of  my  mouth,  O  Lord,  and  teach  me  thy  judg- 
ments. 

109.  My  soul  is  continually  in  my  hand :  yet  do 
I  not  forget  thy  law. 

110.  Tne  wicked  have  laid  a  snare  for  me :  yet 
I  erred  not  from  thy  precepts. 

.  111.  Thy  testimonies  have  I  taken  as  an  heritage 
for  ever :  for  they  are  the  rejoicing  of  my  heart. 

112.  I  have  inclined  mine  heart  to  perform  thy 
statutes  alway,  even  unto  the  end. 

SAMECH. 

113.  I  hate  vain  thoughts :  but  thy  law  do  I  love. 

114.  Thou  art  my  hiding  place  and  my  shield : 
I  hope  in  thy  word. 

115  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil-doers:  for  I  will 
keep  the  commandments  of  my  God. 

116.  Uphold  me  according  unto  thy  word,  that 
I  may  live :  and  let  me  not  be  ashamed  of  my 
hope. 

117.  Hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be  safe:  and 
I  will  have  respect  unto  thy  statutes  continually. 
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118.  Thou  hast  trodden  down  all  them  that  err 
from  thy  statutes  :  for  their  deceit  is  falsehood. 

119.  Thou  puttest  away  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth  like  dross :  therefore  I  love  thy  testimonies. 

120.  My  flesh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee  :  and  I 
am  afraid  of  thy  judgments. 


AIN. 


121.  I  have  done  judgment  and  justice:  leave 
me  not  to  mine  oppressors. 

122.  Be  surety  lor  thy  servant  for  good :  let  not 
the  proud  oppress  me. 

123.  Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  salvation,  and  for  the 
word  of  thy  righteousness. 

124.  Deal  with  thy  servant  according  unto  thy 
mercy,  and  teach  me  thy  statutes. 

125.  I  am  thy  servant ;  give  me  understanding, 
that  I  may  know  thy  testimonies. 

126.  It  is  time  for  thee,  Lord,  to  work ;  for  they 
have  made  void  thy  law. 

127.  Therefore  I  love  thy  commandments  above 
gold,  yea,  above  fine  gold. 

128.  Therefore  I  esteem  all  thy  precepts  concern- 
ing all  things  to  be  right ;  and  I  hate  every  false 
way. 

PE. 

129.  Thy  testimonies  are  wonderful :  therefore 
doth  my  soul  keep  them. 

130.  The  entrance  of  thy  words  giveth  light ;  it 
giveth  understanding  unto  the  simple. 

131.  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  panted:  for  I 
longed  for  thy  commandments. 
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132.  Look  thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful  unto 
me,  as  thou  usest  to  do  unto  those  that  love  thy 
name. 

133.  Order  my  steps  in  thy  word :  and  let  not 
any  iniquity  h^ve  dominion  over  me. 

134.  Deliver  me  from  the  oppression  of  man  :  so 
will  I  keep  thy  precepts. 

135.  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  servant ; 
and  teach  me  thy  statutes. 

136.  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes,  be- 
cause they  keep  not  thy  law. 

TZADDI. 

137.  Righteous  art  thou,  0  Lord,  and  upright 
are  thy  judgments. 

138.  Thy  testimonies  that  thou  hast  commanded 
are  righteous  and  very  faithful. 

139.  My  zeal  hath  consumed  me ;  because  mine 
enemies  have  forgotten  thy  words. 

140.  Thy  word  is  very  pure  :  therefore  thy  ser- 
vant loveth  it. 

141.  I  am  small  and  despised ;  yet  do  not  I 
forget  thy  precepts. 

142.  Thy  righteousness  is  an  everlasting  right- 
eousness, and  thy  law  is  the  truth. 

143.  Trouble  and  anguish  have  taken  hold  on 
me  ;  yet  thy  commandments  are  my  delights. 

144.  The  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is 
everlasting :  give  me  understanding,  and  I  shall 
live. 

KOPH. 

145.  I  cried  with  my  whole  heart ;  hear  me,  0 
Lord :  I  will  keep  thy  statutes. 
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146.  I  cried  unto  thee ;  save  me,  and  I  shall 
keep  thy  testimonies. 

147.  I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morning, 
and  cried  :  I  hoped  in  thy  word. 

148.  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night  watches,  that 
I  might  meditate  in  thy  word. 

149.  Hear  my  voice,  according  unto  thy  loving- 
kindness:  0  Lord  quicken  me  according  to  thy 
judgment. 

150.  They  draw  nigh  that  follow  after  mischief: 
they  are  far  from  thy  law. 

151  Thou  art  near,  0  Lord;  and  all  thy  com- 
mandments are  truth. 

152.  Concerning  thy  testimonies,  I  have  known 
of  old  that  thou  hast  founded  them  for  ever. 


RESH. 

153.  Consider  mine  affliction,  and  deliver  me 
for  I  do  not  forget  thy  law. 

154.  Plead  my  cause,  and  deliver  me :  quicken 
me  according  to  thy  word. 

155.  Salvation  is  far  from  the  wicked :  for  they 
seek  not  thy  statutes. 

156.  Great  are  thy  tender  mercies,  0  Lord : 
quicken  me  according  to  thy  judgments. 

157.  Many  are  my  persecutors  and  mine  enemies ; 
yet  do  I  not  decline  from  thy  testimonies. 

158.  I  beheld  the  transgressors  and  was  grieved ; 
because  they  kept  not  thy  word. 

159.  Consider  how  I  love  thy  precepts:  quicken 
me,  0  Lord,  according  to  thy  loving-kindness. 

160.  Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning :  and 
every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  endureth  for 
ever. 
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SOHIN. 

161.  Princes    have  persecuted  me    -without   a 
cause  :  but  my  heart  standeth  in  awe  of  thy  word. 

162.  I  rejoice  at  thy  word,  as  one  that  findeth 
great  spoil. 

163.  I  hate  and  abhor  lying :  but  thy  law  do  I 
love. 

164.  Seven  times  a  day  do  I  praise  thee  because 
of  thy  righteous  judgments. 

165.  Uredt  peace  have  they  which  love  thy  law : 
and  nothing  snail  offend  them. 

166.  Lord,  I  have  hoped  for  thy  salvation,  and 
done  thy  commandments. 

167.  My  soul  hath  kept  thy  testimonies ;  and  I 
love  them  exceedingly. 

168.  I  have  kept  thy  precepts  and  thy  testi- 
monies :  for  all  my  ways  are  before  thee. 

TAU. 

169.  Let  my  cry  come  near  before  thee,  0  Lord: 
give  me  understanding  according  to  thy  word 

170.  Let  my    supplication  come  before    thee : 
deliver  me  according  to  thy  word, 

171.  My  lips  shall  utter  praise,  when  thou  hast 
taught  me  thy  statutes. 

172.  My  tongue  shall  speak  of  thy  word :  for  all 
thy  commandments  are  righteousness. 

173.  Let  thine  hand  help  me :  for  I  have  chosen 
thy  precepts. 

174.  I  have  longed  for  thy  salvation,  0  Lord; 
and  thy  law  is  my  delight. 

175.  Let  my  soul  live,  and  it  shall  praise  thee; 
and  let  thy  judgments  help  me. 

176.  I  have  gone  astray  like  a  lost  sheep  :  seek 
thy  servant ;  for  I  do  not  forget  thy.  commandments. 
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We  now  come  to  the  longest,  and  perhaps  the 
most  wonderful  of  all  the  Psalms,  full  ot  holy 
breathings,  all  pure  utterances,  each  distinct  and 
complete  in  itself.  In  the  Psalms,  we  have  re- 
vealed to  us  those  "  prayers  and  supplications 
which  he  offered  up  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  with 
strong  crying  and  tears."  We  are  admitted  within 
the  sacred  precincts,  and  listen  to  words  which 
were  pourea  out  into  the  ear  of  God.  When  he 
riseth  up  a  great  while  before  day,  or  when,  as- 
cending the  mountain  and  kneeling  down  in  some 
crevice  of  the  rock,  he  continueth  all  night  in  prayer 
to  God,  we  are  privileged  to  be  listeners,  and  to 
hear  words  such  as  man  never  spake ;  but  in  this 
Psalm  we  have  more.  In  it  we  have  his  secret 
ejaculatory  utterances,  in  the  midst  of  his  com- 
munings with  men ;  for  "  he  set  the  Lord  always 
before  nim,"  as  he  saith  also  in  another  place,  "  On 
thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day ;"  he  was  in  continual 
fellowship  with  God,  even  in  the  midst  of  human 
intercourse;  and  this  by  holy  heart  breathings, 
such  as  are  set  forth  in  this  Psalm :  the  Holy  Ghost, 
through  whom  he  presented  himself  without  spot 
unto  God,  who  knoweth  all  things,  even  the  deep 
things  of  God ;'  he  dictated  to  David  the  words 
which  he  knew  before  would  proceed  from  the 
heart  and  soul  of  Christ ;  and  for  this  end  have  the 
Psalms  been  given  us,  that  we  might,  as  through  a 
mirror,  look  into  the  inner  workings  of  that  mind 
which  never  knew  sin  ,  to  the  end  that  we  might 
be  changed  into  the  same  image,  and  be  renewed 
in  the  spirit  qf  our  minds.  Christ  is  God ;  he  is 
also  man  ;  the  true  man  after  God's  own  heart ;  it  is 
therefore  of  the  highest  consequence  to  us  that  we 
should  be  able  to  look  on  this  man,  not  only  in  his 
outward  life  as  described  in  the  gospels,  but  into 


520        THEY  SHALL  WALK  WITH  ME  IN  WHTF& 

the  innermost  recesses  of  his  heart ;  and  thus  in- 
deed know  him,  in  whom  the  Father  was  ever  well 
pleased.  The  Psalms  generally,  bring  us  into  those 
seasons  of  retirement,  where  we  are  privileged  to 
hear  his  communications  with  God,  when  "  at 
evening,  and  morning,  and  noonday,  I  will  pray, 
and  cry  aloud,  and  thou  shalt  hear  my  voice."  In 
this  Psalm  we  can  follow  him  whithersoever  he 
goeth  ;  into  the  city  on  its  festive  occasions,  or  by 
the  sea  side,  where  great  multitudes  listen  to  him, 
or  on  the  mountain  top,  when  he  opened  his  mouth, 
and  taught  his  disciples. 

ALEPH. 

"  Blessed  are  the  undefiled  in  the  way,  who 
walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord." 

The  undefiled  in  the  way,  are  those  who  have 
washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  and  being  made  white,  thev 
walk  in  their  whiteness,  i.e.  they  preserve  the  faitn 
of  their  acceptance  in  the  beloved,  and  so  continue 
undefiled  in  the  way.  They  watch,  and  keep  their 
garments  ever  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
Like  those  approved  in  the  church  in  Sardis,  of 
whom  Christ  says,  "  thou  hast  a  few  names,  even 
in  Sardis.  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments; 
and  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white  ;  tor  they  are 
worthy."  They  walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and 
that  law  is  love. 

"Blessed  are  they  who  keep  his  testimonies, 
and  seek  him  with  the  whole  heart." 

The  testimonies  of  the  Lord  are  sure,  making 
wise  the  simple.     Whatsoever  God  hath  declared 
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or  testified  by  the  prophets,  or  by  his  Son,  or  by 
the  Apostles,  all  is  sure ;  for  God  keepeth  truth  for 
ever.  The  book  of  Revelation  is  a  great  testimony ; 
and  Christ  is  the  testifier;  as  it  is  written,  "  He  who 
testifieth  of  those  things  saith,  Surely  I  come 
quickly ;  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  those  who 
hear,  and  who  keep  the  words  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy,  i.e.  "  who  keep  this  his  testimony."  God 
would  have  us  to  treasure  up  his  words,  or  sayings, 
or  testimonies,  i.e.  to  preserve  them  in  constant  re- 
collection ;  and  thus  they  will  exert  a  mighty  in- 
fluence over  our  whole  life  and  conversation. 
Blessedness  to  the  soul  arises  from  two  things; 
first,  keeping  his  testimonies :  second,  seeking  him 
not  with  a  divided  heart,  but  with  the  whole  heart. 
God  is  only  to  be  found  by  such  as  thus  seek  him ; 
he  who  findeth  him  findeth  life;  such  shall  not 
come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death 
unto  life. 

"  They  also  do  no  iniquity ;  they  walk  in  his 
ways." 

They  are  blameless  and  harmless  as  the  sons  of 
God,  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  gene- 
ration ;  they  walk  before  God  in  uprightness  and 
integrity  of  heart;  by  faith  they  see  the  face  of 
God ;  his  loving-kindness  is  before  their  eyes ;  and 
so  they  have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfhiitful  works 
of  darkness ;  they  go  on  from  day  to  day  in  peace 
with  God.  Like  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth,  they 
walk  before  God  in  all  the  ordinances  and  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  blameless. 

"  Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  keep  thy  pre- 
cepts diligently ." 
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First,  a  man  must  wash  and  be  clean ;  until  this 
is  done,  all  his  works  are  dead  works ;  but  when, 
believing  in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  we  draw  nigh 
to  God,  and  are  at  peace  with  him,  then  we  begin 
to  run  the  race,  then  we  hearken  to  his  voice,  and 
whatever  his  holy  command  is,  that  we  do.  Such 
a  man  will  reverence  every  word  of  God ;  will 
stand  in  awe  and  hear  with  profound  attention  his 
holy  command  to  keep  his  precepts  diligently; 
"  watching  daily  at  his  gates ;  waiting  at  the  posts 
of  his  doors."  The  wicked  in  their  hearts  say, "  W  ho 
is  the  Lord  that  I  should  obey  him  ?  I  know  not 
the  Lord,  nor  desire  the  knowledge  of  his  ways. 
I  will  cater  for  my  own  amusement  and  pleasure, 
and  will  occupy  my  time  as  seemeth  good  in  my 
own  eyes  I" 


"  0  that  my  ways  were  directed  to  keep  thy 
statutes." 


Now  the  Lord  Jesus,  like  as  in  the  first  or  intro- 
ductory Psalm,  having  shewn  who  are  the  really 
blessed  or  happy  people,  opens  his  mouth  to  the 
Lord  concerning  himself;  and  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  holy  ode,  are  revealed  to  us  the  secret 
workings  of  that  mind,  which  from  the  womb  to 
the  cross,  was  without  spot,  and  unrebukeable 
before  God.  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right, 
rejoicing  the  heart.  These  statutes  he  desires  fer- 
vently to  keep,  and  to  observe,  and  prays  that 
God  would  so  direct  his  ways  that  he  may  keep 
them.  As  without  Christ  we  can  do  nothmg,  so 
without  the  Father  could  he  do  nothing,  as  it  is 
written,  "The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself." 
God  must  direct  his  way ;  and  to  do  this,  he  must 
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be  enquired  at,  to  do  it  for  him  ;  thus  he  acknow- 
ledged the  Lord  in  all  his  ways,  and  the  Lord 
directed  his  steps. 

"  Then  shall  I  not  be  ashamed,  when  I  have 
respect  unto  all  thy  commandments." 

The  Captain  of  our  salvation  was  made  perfect 
through  suffering.  It  was  through  much  tribulation 
that  he  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  God;  his 
tribulation   wrought    patience,   his    patience  ex- 

Eerience,  his  experience  hope ;  and  his  hope  made 
im  not  ashamed.  It  was  the  same  hope  which  is 
now  given  to  us,  and  by  which  he  purified  him- 
self even  as  God  is  pure.  So  highly  did  he  esteem 
and  respect  all  the  sacred  commandments  of  his 
Father,  as  to  far  outweigh  all  fear  of  man,  or  desire 
of  his  praise.  His  zeal  lor  God,  and  for  every  word 
which  proceeded  from  his  mouth,  made  him  bold 
as  a  lion ;  he  was  unashamed  and  did  not  conceal 
his  loving-kindness,  or  hide  his  sacred  law  within 
himself—perfect  love  casts  out  fear.  When  the 
love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  it  will 
conquer  the  craven  fear  of  displeasing  men.  a  fear 
which  prevails  in  all  who  are  half-hearted  in  the 
service  of  God. 

"  I  will  praise  thee  with  uprightness  of  heart, 
when  I  shall  have  learned  thy  righteous 
judgments." 

The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  right- 
eous altogether ;  but  like  the  secret  of  the  Lord, 
they  are  only  observed  and  understood  by  those 
that  fear  him.  As  for  the  wicked,  his  judgments 
are  far  above  out  of  their  sight ;  they  see  not,  nor 
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know,  nor  understand ;  they  discern  not  the  hand 
of  God,  neither  in  his  mercies,  nor  in  his  judgments ; 
but  as  his  disciples  now  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  to 
learn  of  him,  so  sat  he  at  the  feet  of  his  Father,  that 
he  might  learn,  and  observe  all  his  righteous  judg- 
ments ;  tbe  effect  of  which  would  be,  that  he  would 
praise  him  with  uprightness  of  heart.  The  more 
closely  we  mark  and  observe  his  providential 
dealings  with  men,  the  more  highly  will  we  re- 
verence himself,  and  say,  "  Righteous  art  thou,  0 
Lord,  and  upright  are  thy  judgments." 

"  I  will  keep  thy  statutes ;  0  forsake  me  not 
utterly.*' 

I  will,  not  in  mine  own  strength,  but  in  the 
strength  of  the  Lord  God ;  nevertheless,  there  must 
be  resoluteness  of  purpose,  fixedness  of  soul,  for 
without  this,  no  good  course  can  be  pursued ;  thus 
did  Christ  resolve  that  he  would  keep  his  Father's 
statutes ;  and  besought  him  that  he  would  not  for- 
sake, but  continue  at  his  right  hand,  that  he  should 
not  be  moved. 

BETH. 

"  Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his 
way?  by  taking  need  thereto  according 
to  (or  remembering)  thy  word." 

There  is  only  one  divinely  appointed  means, 
whereby  young  or  old  can  cleanse  tneir  way ;  even 
by  taking  heed  thereto,  believing  in  his  word ;  and 
"  this  is  the  word  which  by  the  gospel  is  preached 
unto  us  ;"  even  the  promise  of  eternal  life.  This  is 
the  grand  motive  power  required  to  propel  us  in 
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the  onward  course  of  obedience.  When  we  have 
fled  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  this  hope  set 
before  us,  then  we  are  in  a  condition  to  look  well 
to  our  goings,  and  to  take  heed  thereto  :  keeping 
the  heart  with  all  diligence,  adding  to  our  faith, 
virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  godliness, 
brotherly  kindness,  charity.  Every  man  who 
lacketh  these  things,  i.e.  in  whom  these  graces  or 
good  fruits  are  not  apparent,  has  lost  his  motive 
power,  viz.,  the  blood  of  Christ :  he  is  blind,  and 
cannot  see  afar  off,  {i.e.  cannot  look  forward  with 
hope,  to  glory,  honour,  and  immortality)  "  having 
forgotten  that  he  was  purged  from  his  old  sins." 

"  With  my  whole  heart  have  I  sought  thee : 
0  let  me  not  wander  from  thy  command- 
ments." 

Why  do  we  at  any  time  wander  from  God? 
Why  are  our  wanderings  so  frequent  t  Because 
we  are  but  half  christians !  We  have  not  perfect 
and  continued  peace,  because  our  minds  cease  to 
be  stayed  on  God.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  per- 
fect peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee,  because 
he  trusteth  in  thee."  God  protected  Jesus  from 
wandering  from  his  commandments,  not  because 
he  was  his  Son,  but  because  with  his  whole  heart 
he  sought  God.  It  was  with  him  the  one  thing 
needful.  When  he  came  to  pray,  his  great  object 
was  to  seek  God ;  nor  would  he  leave  his  mercy- 
seat,  until  he  found  him,  and  knew  that  his  prayer 
was  heard,  that  God  would  not  let  him  wander 
from  his  commandments. 

"  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I 
might  not  sin  against  thee," 
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It  is  the  same  word  in  Christ  and  in  us,  even 
"  the  promise  of  eternal  inheritance ;"  every  man 
that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth  himself,  as 
God  is  pure.  Christ  had  this  hope  in  him,  hid  in 
his  heart,  kept  there  as  an  invaluaole  treasure ;  and 
thus  was  he  preserved  from  sinning  against  God. 

"Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord;   teach  me  thy 
statutes." 

The  word  hid  in  his  heart  draws  out  his  fervent 
love,  which  finds  expression  in  these  words, — 
"  Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord,"  and  will  also  draw  out 
from  our  hearts  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God. 
God  was  the  teacher  of  his  Son ;  ne  taught  him 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  it  is  written,  "  I  will  instruct 
thee,  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  that  thou  shouldest 


go-" 


"  With  my  lips  have  I  declared  all  the  judg- 
ments of  thy  mouth." 

God  opened  his  lips,  and  his  mouth  shewed  forth 
his  praise ;  as  he  saith  in  the  40th  Psalm,  which  all 
admit    to  be  the  language  of  Christ,   "I  have 

E reached  righteousness  in  the  great  congregation  ; 
>,  I  have  not  refrained  my  lips,  0  Lord,  thou 
knowest."  *  He  solemnly  appeals  to  God  as  to  the 
truth  of  hiswords.  Thus  he  confessed  God  before 
men ;  even  so  must  every  one  confess  him ;  other- 
wise the  same  will  not  be  confessed  as  his  follower 
by  Christ,  when  he  cometh  in  his  glory.  This  true 
confession  can  only  be  made  by  the  man  who  sets 
God  before  him.  The  presence  of  man  will  over- 
awe us,  until  a  higher  presence  opens  our  lips. 
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Seeing  God  who  is  invisible,  we  shall  with  oar  lips 
declare  all  the  judgments  of  his  mouth,  so  far  as 
we  have  learned  his  righteous  judgments. 

"  I  have  rejoiced  in  the  way  of  thy  testimonies 
as  in  all  riches." 

The  testimonies  of  God  were  to  Christ  what 
riches  are  to  the  miser,  he  delighted  in  them ;  he 
hoarded  them  up,  not  indeed  that  he  might  not 
communicate  them  to  others,  but  as  his  precious 
treasure.  "Thy  words  were  found  of  me,  and  I 
did  eat  them,  and  they  were  the  joy  and  rejoicing 
of  my  heart."  God's  testimonies  make  the  simple 
wise;  and  thus  he  says  in  another  part  of  this 
Psalm,  "  I  have  more  understanding  than  all  the 
teachers,  for  thy  testimonies  are  my  meditation." 

"  I  will  meditate  in  thy  precepts,  and  have 
respect  unto  thy  ways." 

Why  was  Christ  wiser  than  all  men  ?  Because 
his  delight  was  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
law  did  he  meditate  day  and  night.  "  I  will  re- 
member thee  upon  my  bed,  and  will  meditate  on 
thee  in  the  night  watches ;"  God  hath  said  "  open 
thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it."  Christ  opened 
his  mouth  and  panted,  "  yea,  as  the  hart  panteth 
for  the  water  brooks;"  thus  was  he  filled  with 
wisdom ;  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him  ; 

ea,  grace  was  poured  into  his  lips ;  and  God  hath 

lessed  him  for  ever. 

"  I  will  delight  myself  in  thy  statutes ;  I  will 
not  forget  thy  word," 


i 
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If  any  of  us  have  a  charge  committed  to  us,  and 
we  faithfully  promise  not  to  forget  it,  what  means 
do  we  use  in  order  not  to  violate  our  engagement  1 
We  recall  the  matter  often  to  memory ;  we  keep  it 
before  us ;  we  take  a  memorandum  of  it,  and  have 
that  memo,  in  a  place  which  cannot  be  overlooked. 
Thus  must  we  do  with  his  holy  commandments,  to 
keep  them  diligently.  We  must  pray,  that  the 
excellence  of  God's  statutes  maybe  always  apparent, 
that  we  may  delight  in  them  ;  and  his  word  (the 
word  of  his  promise)  we  must  not  forget ;  for  if  we 
do  forget,  we  cease  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God. 
Abiding  in  Christ,  as  our  Saviour,  whose  blood 
cleanseth  us  from  sin,  we  will  have  the  hope  ever 
bright  before  us ;  and  thus  seeing  afar  off,  we  will 
walk  worthy  of  the  calling,  to  which  we  are  called. 

GIMEL. 

"  Deal  bountifully  with  thy  servant,  that  I  may 
live,  and  keep  thy  word." 

Jesus  delights  to  be  the  Father's  Servant,  say- 
ing, "  0  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant.  I  am  thy 
servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  hand-maid:"  and  now 
he  asks  of  God  to  deal  bountifully  with  his  servant. 
Whatsoever  he  asks,  he  receives  of  God,  because 
he  keepeth  his  commandments,  and  doeth  those 
things  which  are  pleasing  in  his  sight.  In  him  God 
is  well  pleased,  therefore  he  heareth  him  always. 
"I  know,"  said  Martha,  "that  whatsoever  thou 
wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will  rive  it  thee."  And  so  it 
was,  that  in  everything  he  asked  he  was  im- 
mediately answered:  and  thus  he  went  about 
healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  manner  of 
disease  among  the  people,  for  God  was  with  him. 
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God  was  with  him,  to  stretch  forth  his  hand  to 
heal,  and  to  grant  signs  and  wonders  to  be  done  by 
him.  "  He  asked  life  of  God,  and  he  gave  it  him, 
even  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever."  The  word 
which  he  kept  was  the  promise  of  life.  Deal 
bountifully  with  thy  servant,  by  fulfilling  to  me  thy 
word,  that  I  may  live.  God  did  deal  bountifully 
with  his  servant,  and  granted  his  request,  by  raising 
him  from  the  dead,  and  granting  him  life,  even 
length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever. 

"  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law.' 

"  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the 
soul ;"  it  is  holy,  just,  and  good  :  therefore  said  he, 
"  0  how  I  love  thy  law,  it  is  my  meditation  all  the 
day."  That  law,  which  is  repugnant  to  the  natural 
man,  which  he  imagines  to  be  coercive  and  impo- 
sing a  restraint  upon  his  liberty,  was  to  Christ  per- 
fect freedom ;  in  his  eyes  it  was  inexpressibly 
beautiful ;  it  contained  wonders  of  wisdom  and 
beauty,  which  he  longed  to  comprehend,  saying, 
"  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous 
things  out  of  *  thy  law."  As  God  has  in  infinite 
wisdom  adapted  all  things  to  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  made,  (as  for  instance  the  various  senses 
of  the  body,  the  eye  for  light,  the  ear  for  sound,  &c.) 
so  hath  he  adapted  our  souls  to  the  requirements 
of  his  holy  law,  which  is  love.  God's  law  is  to  the 
renovated  soul  what  light  is  to  the  eye,  and  sound 
to  the  ear,  and  fragrance  to  the  smell. 

"  I  am  a  stranger  in  the  earth ;  hide  not  thy 
commandments  from  me." 
35  VOL.  n. 
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He  came  down  from  heaven  to  seek  and  to  save 
the  lost ;  but  in  leaving  heaven  he  left  his  native 
abode,  where  all  was  purity,  and  all  was  peace ;  he 
came  into  a  world  where  all  was  repellent  to  his  holy 
soul ;  "  he  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was 
made  by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not ;"  truly 
he  was  a  stranger  in  the  earth,  and  not  treated  as 
a  distinguished  stranger ;  for  they  saw  no  beauty 
in  him,  that  they  should  desire  him ;  he  was  to 
them  as  "  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  in  whom  they 
saw  no  form,  nor  comliness;"  tney  had  no  sympathy 
nor  fellow  feeling  with  his  sorrows,  neither  could 
they  understand  them,  for  their  hearts  were 
hardened.  Christ  longed  to  return  to  his  divine 
abode,  where  he  was  before,  saying,  "  When  shall 
I  come,  and  appear  before  God."  All  who  have 
the  mind  of  Christ,  are  also  strangers;  they  are 
crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  is  crucified  to 
them  :  "  this  is  not  their  rest,  because  it  is  polluted  ;M 
they  look  for  a  better  country,  that  is  an  neavenly ; 
they  see  afar  off,  and  account  themselves  strangers 
and  pilgrims  upon  the  earth. 

"  My  soul  breaketh  for  the  longing  that  it  hath 
unto  thy  judgments  at  all  times." 

Who  but  the  Son  of  God,  who  knew  no  sin, 
could  utter  such  language  t  We  read  the  words, 
but  our  minds  are  blinded ;  we  cannot  penetrate 
into  that  holy  soul,  nor  understand  the  intensity  of 
desire  that  he  had  unto  God's  judgments :  he  saw, 
and  approved,  and  delighted  in  them ;  he  longed 
with  intense  longing  to  see  them  at  aU  times. 

"  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  proud  that  are  cursed, 
who  do  err  from  thy  commandments." 
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"  Seven  things  are  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord," 
and  the  first  named  as  being  perhaps  the  chiefest 
abomination  is  a  proud  look.  The  man  who 
walketh  in  pride  will  be  sure  to  be  abased  ;  "for  the 
lofty  looks  of  men  shall  be  humbled,  and  the 
naughtiness  of  men  shall  be  brought  low."  As 
before  honour  is  humility,  so  is  a  haughty  spirit 
before  a  fall.  God  knoweth  the  proud  afar  off, 
and  will  rebuke  them,  for  they  are  cursed  while 
they  so  remain ;  therefore  "  mind  not  high  things, 
but  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate ;"  for  "  God 
resisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble." 

"Remove  from  me  reproach  and  contempt, 
for  I  have  kept  thy  testimonies." 

While  here,  reproach  and  contempt  were  not 
removed  from  him,  for  thus  he  speaketn  in  the  39th 
Psalm,  "  Thou  hast  known  my  reproach,  and  my 
shame,  and  my  dishonour ;  mine  adversaries  are  all 
before  thee ;"  but  because  he  kept  God's  testi- 
monies, his  prayer  was  answered,  and  reproach  and 
contempt  now  no  more  assail  his  ears. 

"  Princes  also  did  sit  and  speak  against  me ; 
but  thy  servant  did  meditate  in  thy 
statutes." 

The  princes  of  the  people  were  gathered  to- 
gether ;  they  sat  in  council,  deliberating ;  they  con- 
demned the  innocent  blood ;  but  "  thy  servant  did 
meditate  in  thy  statutes ;"  thus  in  the  midst  of  their 
wicked  deliberations,  while  they  sought  for  false 
witness  to  put  him  to  death,  that  they  might  have 
some  shadow  of  ground  for  their  unjust  judgment, 
his  mind  was  occupied    in  meditating  "in  thy 
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statutes ;"  his  delight  was  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  that  law  did  he  meditate  day  and  night,  yea, 
even  on  that  night  when  he  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  sinful  men. 

"  Thy  testimonies  also  are  my  delight  and  my 
counsellors." 

He  did  not  meditate  on  God's  statutes,  because 
it  was  a  duty  which  he  could  not  omit,  but  be- 
cause he  delighted  therein,  saving,  "  Thy  testi- 
monies are  my  delight."  They  were  also  his 
counsellors,  for  by  them  were  his  reins  in- 
structed in  the  night  seasons.  Thus  the  word  of 
God  dwelt  in  him  richly ;  "  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the 
spirit  of  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

DALETH. 

"  My  soul  cleaveth  to  the  dust ;  quicken  thou 
me  according  to  thy  word." 

He  loved  not  the  world,  but  was  dead  to  all  its 
lying  vanities ;  in  this  sense  his  soul  did  not  cleave 
to  the  dust,  neither  is  that  the  meaning  of  this  scrip- 
ture ;  he  had  been  praying  to  the  Father,  that  he 
would  deal  bountifully  with  him,  by  raising  him  up 
to  life  everlasting;  and  that  thus  reproach  ana 
contempt  might  for  ever  be  removed  from  him ; 
and  this  is  a  continuance  of  the  same  prayer. 
"  Bring  me  up  again  from  the  dust  of  death,  and 
quicken  thou  me  according  to  the  word  of  thy  pro- 
mise." "  Quicken  me  again,  and  bring  me  up 
again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth."  (Psalm  Ixxjl 
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"  I  have  declared  my  ways,  and  thou  heardest 
me ;  teach  me  thy  statutes," 

All  his  ways  were  before  God ;  yet  he  declared 
his  ways ;  just  as  we  are  commanded  in  everything 
by  prayer  and  supplication  with  thanksgiving  to 
make  our  requests  known  unto  God.  Thus  did 
Christ  make  known  his  requests  unto  the  Father, 
and  the  Father  heard  and  answered  :  he  was  also 
taught  of  the  Father,  and  lived  by  the  Father,  even 
as  we  live  by  him. 

"  Make  me  to  understand  the  way  of  thy  pre- 
cepts :  so  shall  I  talk  of  thy  wondrous 
works." 

Christ  became  as  an  empty  vessel,  that  he  might 
receive  all  from  God :  and  so  when  a  child,  "  he 
grew  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom ; 
and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him."  "And 
Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in 
favour  with  God  and  man."  Thus  he  grew  in 
understanding ;  his  heart  was  enlarged,  and  he 
went  forth,  and  talked  of  his  wondrous  works,  and 
declared  his  faithfulness,  and  his  salvation. 

"  My  soul  melteth  for  heaviness ;  strengthen 
thou  me  according  to  (or  by)  thy  word." 

When  his  soul  was  cast  down,  the  word  of  the 
promise  revived  him,  it  renewed  his  strength,  and 
put  fresh  vigour  into  his  soul.  The  promise  of 
eternal  glory  was  the  hope  set  before  him,  by 
which  he  endured  the  cross,  and  despised  the 
shame ;  "  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul,  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me?  trust  thou  *« 
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God  (that  he  will  perform  his  word)  for  I  shall  yet 
praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance, 
and  my  God."  (Psalm  xlii.  11.) 

"Remove  from  me  the  way  of  lying;  and 
grant  me  thy  law  graciously/' 

The  way  of  lying  is  hateful  to  Christ, — he  is  the 
impersonation  of  truth ;  and  every  one  who  is  of 
the  truth  heareth  his  voice  ;  but  all  liars  are  of  their 
father  the  Devil.  It  was  by  a  lie  that  Satan  pre- 
vailed against  our  race ;  it  is  by  the  truth  that  we 
shall  again  be  made  free.  By  truth  did  Christ  pre- 
vail ;  and  by  truth  will  he  enable  us  also  to  prevail, 
"  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is 
truth." 

"  I  have  chosen  the  way  of  truth :  thy  judg- 
ments have  I  laid  before  me." 

The  way  of  truth  leads  to  life  eternal ;  the  way 
of  error  to  eternal  damnation ;  he  that  would  choose 
the  way  of  truth  must  become  a  disciple  of  Christ, 
and  learn  of  him,  for  every  one  that  is  of  the  truth 
heareth  his  voice ;  truth  applies  to  all  matters, 
great  or  small ;  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  judg- 
ment concerning  every  thing ;  by  hearing  his  voice, 
we  form  a  just  judgment ;  we  see  light  in  his  light 
clearly. 

"  I  have  stuck  unto  thy  testimonies ;  0  Lord, 
put  me  not  to  shame." 

As  the  limpet  to  the  rock,  so  did  he  adhere  to 
the  testimonies  of  his  Father ;  therefore  he  was 
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not  put  to  shame, — his  head  was  lifted  up  above 
his  enemies  round  about  him,  on  the  day  of  his 
resurrection. 

"  I  wifl  run  in  the  way  of  thy  commandments, 
when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart." 

"  Draw  me,  I  will  run  after  thee ;"  his  heart  was 
enlarged,  so  that  he  did  run  in  the  way  of  God's 
commandments.  In  that  race,  how  far  he  has  out- 
stripped  all  others  I  he  made  haste,  and  delayed 
not  to  keep  God's  commandments. 

HE. 

"  Teach  me,  0  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  statutes ; 
and  I  shall  keep  it  unto  the  end." 

As  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself,  so  likewise 
the  Son  can  know  nothing  of  himself;  all  his  know- 
ledge and  power  came  from  God,  for  "  The  Lord 
giveth  wisdom,  out  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge 
and  understanding,"  and  every  one  that  asketh 
receiveth.  Even  so  the  Son  cried  " after  knowledge, 
and  lifted  up  his  voice  for  understanding;  ne 
sought  her  as  silver,  and  searched  for  her  as  for 
hid  treasure ;"  and  thus  he  understood  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  found  the  knowledge  of  God. 

"  Give  me  understanding,  and  I  shall  keep  thy 
law ;  yea,  I  shall  observe  it  with  my  whole 
heart." 

"  Counsel  is  mine,  and  sound  wisdom ;  I  am 
understanding ;  I  have  strength."  As  God  is,  so 
hath  he  made  Christ  to  be  :  "  for  with  him  are  hid 
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all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  :"  but 
it  was  not  so  at  the  first :  for  he  grew  in  wisdom, 
and  in  understanding.  It  is  important  to  a  right 
knowledge  of  him  whom  the  Father  delighted  to 
honour,  that  his  divinity  and  his  humanity  be  kept 
distinct.  In  his  divinity  he  can  receive  nothing; 
in  his  humanity  he  receives  everything ;  and  thus 
he  prays  to  the  Father  to  give  him  understanding. 
God  is  light ;  he  is  the  fountain  of  knowledge ;  he 
shines  into  our  hearts  through  our  understanding. 
Let  us  cry  with  Christ,  •*  Give  us  understanding," 
and  with  him  treasure  it  up  in  our  hearts. 


a 


Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
ments ;  for  therein  do  I  delight." 


C( 


Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not.  God  held  him  up,  sustained  him. 
and  preserved  him  pure,  so  that  he  could  say,  "  1 
have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  have  not 
wickedly  departed  from  mv  God,  for  all  his  judg- 
ments were  before  me,  and  I  did  not  put  away  his 
statutes  from  me ;  I  was  also  upright  before  him, 
and  I  kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity."  (Psalm  xviii. 
21). 

"  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  testimonies,  and 
not  to  covetousness." 


"  The  king's  heart  (t.e.  Christ's)  is  in  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  rivers  of  water;  he  turneth  it 
whithersoever  he  will."  Christ  knew  that  his  heart 
was  in  God's  keeping,  and  prayed  that  God  would 
incline  it  to  his  testimonies,  and  not  to  covetous- 
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nese ;  thus  he  asked  of  God,  that  which  was  good 
in  his  sight,  and  "  if  we  ask  anything  according  to 
his  will,  he  heareth  us." 

"  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanity ; 
and  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  way." 

All  but "  the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  righteous- 
ness thereof  "  is  vanity  ;  all  laying  up  of  treasures 
upon  earth  is  vanity ;  all  desires  of  whatever  kind, 
bounded  by  the  present  and  unconnected  with  the 
future,  is  vanity.  "  Surely  every  man  walketh  in 
a  vain  show ;  surely  he  is  disquieted  in  vain ;  he 
heapeth  up  riches,  and  cannot  tell  who  shall  gather 
them."  Let  the  prayer  of  Christ  ever  be  ours, 
"  Turn  away  our  eyes  from  beholding  vanity ;  and 
quicken  us  (put  fresh  energy  into  our  souls,  that 
we  may  diligently  and  continuously  walk)  in  thy 
way." 

"  Stablish  thy  word  unto  thy  servant  who  is 
devoted  to  thy  fear." 

The  word  of  promise  is  established  to  all  the 
righteous  at  death.  "  Thy  word  is  very  pure, 
therefore  thy  servant  loveth  it."  His  delight  in 
God  arose  from  the  excellence  which  he  perceived 
in  God's  word. 

"  Turn  away  my  reproach  which  I  fear ;  for 
thy  judgments  are  good." 

Reproach  was  painful  to  his  soul ;  bitter  words 
were  as  spears  and  arrows ;  he  besought  God  to  turn 
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away  reproach ;  after  he  was  made  perfect  it  was 
withdrawn ;  then  he  became  the  Author  of  eternal 
salvation  to  all  them  who  obey  him. 

" Behold,  I  have  longed  after  thy  precepts; 
quicken  me  in  thy  righteousness." 

God  was  his  righteousness,  even  as  he  is  ours ; 
therefore  "  he  also  is  clothed  with  a  garment  down 
to  the  foot ;"  thus  the  glory  ascends  to  the  fountain 
head ;  let  us  pray  not  to  have  on  our  own  righteous- 
ness which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through 
the  faith  of  Christ  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God 
by  faith. 

VAU. 

"  Let  thy  mercies  come  also  unto  me,  0  Lord, 
even  thy  salvation,  according  to  thy 
word." 

Our  Lord  prayed  that  his  Father's  mercies  might 
come  to  him,  even  his  salvation:  his  prayer  is 
answered :  the  salvation  has  come  to  him ;  and 
now  his  language  is  "the  king  shall  joy  in  thy 
strength,  0  Lord,  and  in  thy  salvation  how  greatly 
shall  ne  rejoice :  for  thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's 
desire,  and  hast  not  withheld  the  request  of  his 
lips ;"  and  as  in  the  89th  Psalm,  "  I  will  sing 
of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever;  with  my 
mouth  "  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulness  unto 
all  generations."  The  mercies  prayed  for,  was 
Goas  salvation  ;  which  salvation  was  conformable 
with  his  promise  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  seed  for 
ever. 
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"  So  shall  I  have  wherewith  to  answer  him 
that  reproacheth  me;  for  I  trust  in  thy 
word." 

The  hope  of  salvation  is  the  christian's  helmet ; 
with  it  "  thou  coveredst  my  head  in  the  day  of 
battle."  The  hope  of  salvation  emboldens;  it 
maketh  not  ashamed ;  thus .  did  our  Lord  answer 
him  that  reproached  him. 

"  And  take  not  the  word  of  truth  utterly  out 
of  my  mouth;  for  I  have  hoped  in  thy 
judgments." 

The  word  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth ;  grace  was 
poured  into  his  lips;  he  spake  not  of  himself. 
'*  Whatsoever  I  speak  therefore,  as  the  Father  said 
unto  me,  so  I  speak." 

"  I  will  keep  thy  law  continually,  yea,  for  ever 
and  ever." 

God's  law  is  love :  in  it  Christ  delights,  and  will 
keep  it  tor  ever  and  ever. 

"  And  I  will  walk  at  liberty :  for  I  seek  thy 
precepts." 

Sin  is  bondage :  to  be  delivered  from  sin  is 
liberty :  if  the  Son  shall  make  us  free,  we  shall  be 
free  mdeed.  "If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then 
are  ye  my  disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall  know  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free."  Christ 
himself  was  free  from  sin,  for  he  knew  no  sin,  and 
therefore  he  walked  at  liberty.  When  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  he  sets  us  free  from  sin,  then  we 
also  walk  at  liberty. 
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"  I  will  speak  of  thy  testimonies  also  before 
kings,  and  will  not  be  ashamed." 

He  spake,  and  was  not  ashamed;  he  glorified 
God  upon  the  earth;  he  did  not  refrain  his  lips, 
nor  bide  his  righteousness  within  his  heart.  "I 
have  not  concealed  thy  loving-kindness,  and  thy 
truth  from  the  great  congregation." 

••  And  I  will  delight  myself  in  thy  command- 
ments, which  I  have  loved." 

What  we  love  we  delight  to  think  of.  As  many 
as  love  this  world  have  their  thoughts  engrossed 
by  its  affairs  :  to  him  the  vain  things  in  which  men 
find  pleasure  were  utterly  valueless ;  his  heart  was 
bound  up  in  his  Father's  commandments ;  they 
were  his  supreme  delight,  "  I  know  that  his  com- 
mandment is  life  everlasting." 

"  My  hands  also  will  I  lift  up  unto  thy  com- 
mandments, which  I  have  loved;  and  I 
will  meditate  in  thy  statutes." 

"  Never  man  spake  like  this  man ;"  never  man 
followed  hard  after  God  as  did  this  man  ;  neither 
David,  nor  Moses,  nor  Samuel,  nor  any  of  the  saints 
of  God  could  so  express  themselves.  The  words 
are  those  of  "  thy  beloved  Son,  in  whom  thou  art 
well-pleased :"  he  only  could  say,  "  Thy  word  is 

very  pure,  therefore  thy  servant  loveth  it. 

» 

ZAIN. 

"  Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant,  upon 
which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope." 
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All  scripture  is  the  word  of  God,  being  given  by 
inspiration  of  God ;  "  for  holy  men  of  God  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  But  this  is 
not  what  is  meant  by  our  Lord,  when  he  says, 
"  Remember  the  word."  The  same  expression  is 
often  used  in  this  Psalm,  and  in  all  the  Psalms,  and 
in  the  prophets,  and  especially  the  apostles.  What  is 
meant  by  the  term,  "the  word  of  God,"  is  that 
soul-quickening  word  of  promise,  obscurely  given 
at  the  fall,  but  plainly  to  Abraham,  and  onward 
through  the  long  stream  of  time.  It  was  the 
word  which  gladdened  David's  heart,  and  is  par- 
ticularly referred  to  in  the  105th  Psalm,  as  the 
word  of  the  covenant  made  to  a  thousand  gene- 
rations, saying,  "  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  laud  of 
Canaan."  It  is  substantially  the  promise  of  a  re- 
surrection to  life  eternal,  and  called  the  gospel  in  the 
in  the  New  Testament.  This  is  the  true  seed  of 
the  word,  of  which  Christ  is  the  sower ;  some  falling 
into  hard-trodden  ground ;  some  into  stony  placHH  ; 
some  among  thorns ;  and  some  into  good  soil. 
This  is  the  word  to  which  Christ  refers,  when  he 
says,  "Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant,  upon 
-which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope."  It  is  the  hnno 
of  the  promise,  made  of  God  unto  the  fathers,  tor 
which  hope's  sake,  says  St.  Paul,  "  1  am  accused  of 
the  Jews."  "  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him, 
purifieth  himself,  even  as  God  is  pure." 

"  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliction  ;  for  thy 
word  hath  quickened  me." 

This  word  of  God  was  his  solace  in  his  trial*  ;  it 
quickened  and  revived  him ;  it  was  like  water  to 
his  thirsty  soul,  and  as  good  news  from  a  far 
country ;  he  counted  upon  it,  and  was  sure  of  it, 
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because  it  was  the  word  of  the  immutable  God, 
confirmed  by  his  oath,  "  that  by  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie, 
we  all  might  have  strong  consolation,  who  have 
fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before 


us." 


"  The  proud  have  had  me  greatly  in  derision ; 
yet  have  I  not  declined  from  thy  law." 

All  the  rulers  of  the  people  derided  him ;  he  was 
the  song  of  the  drunkard ;  they  turned  to  him  the 
back  and  not  the  face ;  he  was  their  derision  daily ; 
yet  did  he  not  decline  from  his  high  position  as  the 
doer  of  God's  law:  to  it  he  stedfastly  adhered, 
amid  all  their  derision  and  cruel  mockings ;  it  was 
"  his  meat,  and  his  drink,  to  do  the  will  of  him  that 
sent  him,  and  to  finish  his  work." 

"  I  have  remembered  thy  judgments  of  old,  0 
Lord,  and  have  comforted  myself.'9 

He  did  not  need  the  aid  of  history  to  recall  to 
memory  God's  judgments  of  old ;  he  was  not  as 
one  born  of  yesterday,  who  can  know  nothing  of 
the  past  but  by  books,  or  the  tradition  of  the 
fathers ;  he  knew  where  he  was  before  he  came 
into  the  world,  and  was  perfectly  conversant  with 
all  that  had  taken  place,  before  he  set  foot  on  our 
earth ;  before  he  was  made  flesh,  all  God's  judg- 
ments were  before  him,  and  remembering  them,  he 
was  comforted. 


a 


Horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me,  because  of 
the  wicked  who  forsake  thy  law," 
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Horror  is  a  strong  expression,  and  indicates  the 
exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin.  "I  beheld  the  trans- 
gressors, and  was  grieved,  because  they  kept  not 
thy  word ;"  "  I  hate  the  congregation  of  evil  doers, 
and  will  not  sit  with  the  wicked."  I  will  say  unto 
them,  "Depart  from  me,  all  ye  that  work  iniquity ; 
for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping ; 
the  Lord  hath  heard  my  supplication ;  the  Lord 
will  receive  my  prayer." 

"  Thy  statutes  have  been  my  songs  in  the 
house  of  my  pilgrimage." 

"  Singing  to  yourselves  in  Psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songt* ;"  thus  did  the  saints  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  him  who  made  God's  statutes  his 
songs,  because  they  were  his  delight  and  the  re- 
joicing of  his  heart.  The  house  of  his  and  our 
pilgrimage  is  our  mortal  body ;  now  his  body  is  a 
spiritual  and  incorruptible  body,  and  is  no  longer 
the  house  oi  his  pilgrimage,  but  his  eternal  habi- 
tation. 


I  have  remembered  thy  name,  0  Lord,  in 
the  night,  and  have  kept  thy  law." 


The  quietness  and  stillness  of  the  night  was  a 
favourite  season  with  our  Lord,  for  remembering 
the  name  of  God,  whose  name  is  love :  his  reins 
instructed  him  in  the  night  season.  "  The  Lord  will 
command  his  loving-kindness  in  the  day  time,  and 
in  the  night  his  song  shall  be  with  me,  and  my 
prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life."  "  Mine  eyes  pre- 
vent the  night  watches,  that  I  might  mecutate  in 
thy  word."    "At  midnight  I  will  rise,  and  give 
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thanks  to  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments.* 
With  us  sometimes  the  spirit  is  willing,  but  the 
flesh  is  weak  :  with  him  the  flesh  was  ever  in  entire 
subjection  to  the  spirit;  he  was  dead  to  all  its 
solicitations,  and  his  life  was  hid  in  God.  While 
he  remembered  the  name  of  God,  he  kept  his  law ; 
for  bis  law  is  the  expression  of  his  name. 

"  This  I  had,  because  I  kept  thy  precepts." 

Jesus  kept  his  Father's  precepts, — they  were  his 
meat  and  drink ;  "  The  Father  hath  not  left  me 
alone,  for  I  do  always  those  things  that  please 
him;' 

"  Thou  art  my  portion,  0  Lord ;  I  have  said 
that  I  would  keep  thy  words." 

"  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  my  inheritance,  and 
my  cup ;  thou  maintainest  my  lot ;"  these  words 
spake  Jesus  in  the  16th  Psalm,  where  he  adds, 
"  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  wilt 
thou  suffer  thy  holy  one  to  see  corruption."  The 
wicked  have  their  portion  in  this  life ;  and  as  their 
treasure  is  here,  so  also  is  their  heart ;  "  they  love 
the  world  and  the  things  of  the  world,  therefore 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  them."  The  Lord 
Jehovah  was  his  portion  and  his  treasure;  after 
him  he  panted  as  the  hart  panteth  for  the  water 
brooks ;  "  My  soul  thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living 
God ;  when  shall  I  come,  and  appear  before  God. ' 

"  I  entreated  thy  favour  with  my  whole  heart ; 
be  merciful  to  me  according  to  thy  word." 

When  the  Lord  said  to  him,  "  Seek  ye  my  face ;" 
his  heart  replied,  "  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek." 
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"  Then  shall  ye  find  me,  when  ye  shall  seek  for  me 
with  all  your  heart."  Thus  did  Jesus  seek  after  God ; 
he  entreated  his  favour  with  his  whole  heart ;  and 
"  in  his  favour  is  life."  The  treasures  even  of  this 
world  are  not  obtained  but  by  patient  and  unremit- 
ting industry ;  the  true  treasures  are  not  to  be  had 
otherwise ;  for  to  them,  "  who  by  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing,  (only)  will  be  given  glory,  honour, 
and  immortality."  We  must  follow  our  divine 
leader,  by  intreating  God's  favour  with  our  whole 
heart. 

"  I  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet 
unto  thy  testimonies." 

Christ  was  not  as  many,  who  "  measure  themselves 
by  themselves,  and  compare  themselves  among 
themselves ;"  he  did  not  measure  himself  by  the 
standard  which  other  men  set  up  for  themselves, 
but  he  weighed  himself  in  the  balances  of  the  sanc- 
tuary ;  he  thought  on  his  ways  in  the  light  of  God's 
holy  requirements,  and  so  turned  his  feet  unto  his 
testimonies,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  should 
follow  his  steps.  "  Search  me,  0  God,"  (he  thus 
utters  in  the  139th  Psalm,)  "and  try  my  heart; 
prove  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there 
be  any  way  of  wickedness  in  me,  and  lead  me  in 
the  way  everlasting." 

"  I  made  haste,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy 
commandments." 

And  so  we  see,  with  what  untiring  assiduity  and 
indomitable  perseverance  he  went  about  from  day 
to  day  doing  good  :  his  heart  was  ever  in  the  right 
place;   as  a  man  running  in  a  race,  who  for  a 
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moment  halts  not,  nor  turns  aside,  but  continues 
with  unabated  speed,  until  he  has  reached  the 
goal,  for  the  prize  to  be  obtained.  Thus  did  Christ 
run ;  he  set  nis  face  stedfastly  toward  Jerusalem, 
knowing  all  the  troubles  that  awaited  him  there ; 
but  he  looked  beyond  these,  even  to  the  prize  of 
his  high  calling, "  the  joy  set  before  him."  Thus,  day 
by  day,  and  hour  by  hour,  he  made  haste,  and 
delayed  not  to  do  whatsoever  he  knew  to  be  the 
will  of  God:  he  faltered  not,  nor  delayed,  but 
proceeded  on  his  glorious  course,  to  the  wonder 
and  astonishment,  and  admiration  of  angels  and 
men. 

"  The  bands  of  the  wicked  have  robbed  me : 
but  I  have  not  forgotten  thy  law." 

When  any  little  annoyance  comes  in  our  way, 
such  as  the  loss  of  earthly  substance,  by  injustice 
or  robbery,  we  are  upset ;  we  turn  aside ;  we 
become  offended,  as  if  God  had  wronged  us,  and 
so  forget  his  law.  How  different  with  Christ  I  The 
wicked  banded  together  and  robbed  him,  not  of  his 
purse  or  of  his  goods,  for  he  had  neither  one  nor 
other,  but  of  his  good  name,  and  this  was  much 
worse,  for 

"  He  that  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash, 
'Twa*  mine,  'tis  his,  and  soon  shall  be  another's, 
But  he  who  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Takes  that  which  not  enriches  him  but  makes  me 
poor  indeed." 

Thus  they  robbed  him,  by  traducing  his  charac- 
ter, and  by  ascribing  his  good  deeds  to  evil  motives ; 
for  they  said,  "  he  hath  Beelzebub,  and  by  him  doth 
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he  cast  out  devils ;"  and  again  they  said,  "  Nay, 
but  he  deceiveth  the  people ;"  thus  asserting  that 
his  motives  were  evil,  ana  his  good  deeds  done  for 
the  purposes  of  deception.  They  robbed  him, 
not  singly,  or  in  twos  and  threes,  but  in  bands ; 
thev  combined  together  to  rob  him  of  the  truth, 
which  was  his  glory ;  but  Satan  did  not  succeed  in 
making  him  torget  God's  law,  nor  diminish  his 
supreme  regard  for  God,  nor  his  love  to  man. 

"  At  midnight  I  will  rise  to  give  thanks  unto 
thee  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments." 

Who  is  disposed  to  imitate  his  holy  example  t 
Certain  monks  rise  at  midnight  to  go  through  their 
formal  prayers,  but  take  care  to  make  up  for  it  by 
extra  rest  at  other  hours ;  but  not  so  Christ ;  none 
ever  found  him  asleep,  when  the  morning  sun  arose ; 
but  often  did  he  arise  a  great  while  oefore  day, 
that  he  might  find  convenient  seclusion  for  prayer. 
Truly,  never  man  was  like  this  man.  The  perfect 
model  to  all  generations,  past,  present,  and  to  come. 

"  I  am  a  companion  of  all  them  that  fear  thee, 
and  of  them  that  keep  thy  precepts." 

To  whom  can  these  words  possibly  apply  but  to 
Christ  1  What  man  ever  was  or  ever  could  be  a 
companion  to  all  that  fear  God,  but  the  man  Christ 
Jesus  ?  He  is  indeed  our  true  and  faithful  and 
constant  companion,  "  a  brother  born  for  adversity," 
"  a  friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother."  Men 
love  to  have  companions;  here  is  a  companion 
worth  having !  and  every  man  who  has  the  fear  of 
God  before  has  eyes  has  Christ  for  his  companion, 
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his  truest  and  best  friend,  his  secret  counsellor  and 
support, "  made  by  God  unto  us,  wisdom,  and  right- 
eousness, and  sanctification,  and  redemption." 

"  The  earth,  0  Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy : 
teach  me  thy  statutes." 

Christ  looks  on  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts 
of  men  as  mercies  sent  from  God;  all  the  good 
which  men  receive  from  day  to  day  he  distinctly 
attributes  to  the  mercy  of  God ;  and  thus  he  says 
in  another  Psalm,  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and 
his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works;"  he 
beheld  in  God,  unbounded  goodness,  manifested 
irrespective  of  character,  to  all  the  children  of  men ; 
as  he  saith  again,  "  Who  maketh  his  sun  to  shine 
on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust,  and  his  rain  to  des- 
cend on  the  evil  and  on  the  good."  Therefore 
since  thou  art  so  unspeakably  beneficent,  "  my  soul 
and  all  that  is  within  me  shall  be  stirred  up  to  bless 
thee ;"  "  0  teach  me  thy  statutes." 

TKTH. 

"Thou  hast  dealt  well  with  thy  servant,  0 
Lord,  according  to  thy  word." 

Our  Lord  here  speaks  as  if  already  in  possession 
of  that  salvation,  for  which  he  gives  thanks ;  and 
yet  he  had  only  God's  word  for  it,  which  we  also 
have,  according  as  it  is  written,  "  This  is  the  pro- 
mise that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life." 
But  to  him  God's  word  was  truth ;  there  existed  in 
his  mind  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  "  what  he 
had  promised  he  was  able  and  willing  to  perform  ;" 
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hence  be  speaks  as  if  already  in  possession,  saying, 
"  Thou  hast  dealt  well  with  thy  servant,  0  Lord, 
according  to  thy  word." 

"  Teach  me  good  judgment  and  knowledge ; 
for  I  have  believed  thy  commandments." 

His  teacher  was  God :  all  the  fulness  of  wisdom 
which  dwelt  in  Christ  came  from  God,  as  he  himself 
acknowledges,  saying,  "  As  my  Father  hath  taught 
me,  I  speak  these  things,"  The  spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  upon  him ;  every  opening  01  his  mouth  was 
an  utterance  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  he  lived  in  the 
Spirit ;  walked  in  the  Spirit ;  spake  by  the  Spirit ; 
and  all  his  divine  (i.e.  miraculous)  works  were  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  by  whom  the  same 
divine  works  were  afterwards  manifested  in  the 
saints.  "  There  were  diversities  of  gifts, — miracles, 
gifts  of  healing,  etc.,  but  all  were  wrought  by  the 
same  Spirit."  Thus  did  he  receive  good  judgment 
and  knowledge,  because  he  asked  of  God,  and 
asked  on  the  ground  of  his  faith  in  the  equity  and 
excellence  of  God's  commandments. 

"Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray;  but 
now  have  I  kept  thy  word." 

A  similar  declaration  to  this  is  contained  in  the 
last  verse  of  this  Psalm,  "  I  have  gone  astray  like 
a  lost  sheep  ;  seek  thy  servant,  for  I  do  not  forget 
thy  commandments."  The  one  explains  the  other, 
and  shews  that  he  cannot  be  speaking  of  himself 

Sersonally,  else  how  would  he  add  the  words,  "  I 
o  not  forget  thy  commandments?"  None  go 
astray  from  God,  but  such  as  forget  his  command- 
ments ;  hence  it  must  be  as  our  federal  head,  that 
he  thus  makes  confession  of  pin;  as  he  does  in  many 
other  Psalms,  and  especially  in  the  40th  Psalm. 
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which  on  all  hands  is  allowed  to  be  a  Psalm  of 
Christ.  Christ  sajrs,  "  Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went 
astray."  Should  it  be  contended  that  this  must  be 
David's  experience  here,  and  throughout  the  Psalm, 
(and  if  so,  in  all  the  Psalms,  with  here  and  there 
sprinklings  of  Christ).    To  admit  this  would  be  to 

give  up  all  for  which  we  have  been  contending 
om  the  commencement  of  this  exposition,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  all  that  we  hold  dear  and  precious.  If 
Christ  is  not  the  speaker,  the  loss  is  incalculable. 
Then  all  our  knowledge  of  him  must  be  gained 
from  without,  in  his  actual  life ;  but  the  inner  life, 
where  the  precious  gem  is  best  seen,  is  entirely  hid 
from  us :  but  we  will  not  let  go  our  hold  of  Christ, 
as  he  with  whom  alone  we  have  to  do  from  first  to 
last  in  this  divine  book :  neither  will  we  yield  to*  the 
possibility  of  his  ever  having  known  sin  :  but  would 
ask,  "  At  what  time  of  his  eventful  life  could  it  be 
said  that  he  began  to  be  afflicted?  or  when  was  he 
not  afflicted  ?  Does  he  not  expressly  say  in  the  88th 
Psalm,  "  1  am  afflicted,  and  ready  to  die  from  my 
youth  up  ?"  Thus  we  trace  back  the  afflictions  of 
his  soul  even  to  childhood ;  so  evidently  does  it 
appear,  that  he  himself  individually  never  wandered 
from  God ;  for  he  was  made  to  hope  in  God  even 
from  his  mother's  breasts,  as  he  testifieth,  "  Thou 
art  my  God  even  from  my  mother's  belly."  Truly 
he  speaks  here,  as  being  one  with  his  people ;  "  all 
we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray,  and  turned  every 
one  to  his  own  way." 

"  Thou  art  good,  and  doest  good ;  teach  me 
thy  statutes." 

We  all  acknowledge  that  God  is  good;  but  at 
the  best  do  but  feebly  and  dimly  discern  his  good- 
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ness.  How  different  with  Christ,  who  saw  his 
goodness  expressed  in  all  things ;  and  thus  testified 
to  one  who  complimented  him  with  the  title  of 
Good  Master,  "  W  one  is  good,  save  one,  that  is 
God."  God  is  supremely  good;  all  goodness  in 
the  creature  comes  from  him. 

"  The  proud  have  forged  a  lie  against  me ;  but 
I  will  keep  thy  precepts  with  my  whole 
heart." 

"  Their  heart  is  as  fat  as  grease ;  but  I  delight 
in  thy  law." 

A  forged  document  is  one  which  pretends  to  be 
true  or  genuine,  but  is  really  false,  although  often 
difficult  of  detection  :  so  were  the  lies  of  the  proud 
against  Christ ;  they  had  the  resemblance  of  truth 
but  wanted  reality;  thus  for  instance,  they  said, 
"  this  man  cannot  be  of  God,  because  he  keepeth 
not  the  sabbath  day ;"  here  was  a  lie  forged  and 
taken  out  of  the  armoury  of  truth ;  it  had  all  the 
appearance  of  sanctity  and  of  respect  for  God's 
commandments,  and  yet  it  was  a  lie,  for  it  was 
lawful  to  do  good  on  the  sabbath  days.  But  their 
minds  were  darkened,  their  "  hearts  were  as  fat  as 
grease ;"  which  comparison  explains  the  burning;  of 
the  fat  in  all  sacrifices  presented  to  God ;  so  shall 
all  the  fat  in  men  (i.e.  the  corrupt  inclinations 
termed  the  "flesh"  or  natural  man)  oe  consumed ; 
for  who  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire?  Who  can 
dwell  with  everlasting  burnings  ?  They  and  they 
alone  who  have  crucified  the  flesh,  with  its  affec- 
tions and  lusts. 
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It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted  ; 
that  I  might  learn  thy  statutes." 
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Affliction  was  the  school  in  which  our  Lord  was 
educated  and  brought  up  from  childhood  and  youth, 
"for  though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he 
obedience,  by  the  things  which  he  sufiered;  and 
being  made  perfect,  he  became  the  Author  of 
eternal  salvation  to  all  them  who  obey  him."  (ue. 
obey  that  form  of  doctrine  which  hath  been  de- 
livered to  them.) 

"  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  to  me  than 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver." 

The  law  of  God's  mouth  I  The  holy  command- 
ments he  received  direct  from  the  mouth  of  God ; 
as  if  he  had  listened  to  the  sacred  utterances ;  they 
were  his  meat  and  drink,  as  it  is  written,  "  Man 
shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
which  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God."    He 
esteemed  the  law  of  his  mouth  as  preferable  to 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver.    But  with  most  men 
gold  and  silver  rank  first ;  it  is  the  universal  god ; 
all  worship  it,  and  "  every  man  is  a  friend  to  him 
who  giveth  gifts."     "  How  hardly  shall  they  who 
have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God !"   Until 
and  unless  a  man  is  brought  to  prefer  the  law  of 
God's  mouth  to  thousands  of  gold  and  silver,  he  is 
unfit  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God :  but  God 
is  able  to  dethrone  this  idol,  and  himself  hold  the 
sceptre,  and  be  the  supreme  desire  of  the  soul    To 
the  young  man  possessed  of  great  wealth,  Jesus 
said,  "  Sell  that  tnou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor, 
and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven,  and  come, 
follow  me."  "  The  rich  must  be  rich  in  good  works, 
ready  to  distribute,  willing  to  communicate ;"  hold- 
ing their  wealth  not  as  possessors,  but  as  stewards, 
to  oe  dispersed  abroad,  as  the  Lord  shall  direct : 
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thus,  and  thus  only,  can  the  wealth  of  this  world 
become  conducive  to  the  possession  of  true  riches. 

JOD. 

"  Thy  hands  have  made  me  and  fashioned  me ; 

S've  me  understanding,  that  I  may  learn 
y  commandments." 

Christ  regarded  himself  as  the  creature  of  God, 
"in  whom  he  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  his  being ;" 
he  considered  himself  as  his  workmanship,  and 
gives  thanks,  saying,  "  I  will  praise  thee,  for  I  am 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made."  Most  men  are 
brutish,  and  consider  not  that  God  is  their  maker : 
this  is  apparent,  from  the  great  anxiety  often  mani- 
fested about  their  health  ;  as  if  their  existence  we?e 
in  their  own  hands,  and  had  sprung  from  them- 
selves. With  Christ  it  was  altogether  different: 
he  knew  his  Maker,  and  confided  in  him,  saying, 
My  times  are  in  thy  band." 


it 


"  They  that  fear  thee  will  be  glad  when  they 
see  me:  because  I  have  hoped  in  thy 
word." 

In  David's  mouth,  how  unmeaning  would  such 
language  be,  or  indeed  in  any  man's  mouth,  saving 
only  the  man  Christ  Jesus  ?  But  as  seen  to  be  his 
word,  how  precious  and  full  of  comfort !  Because 
he  hoped  in  God's  word,  "  his  soul  was  not  left  in 
hell,  neither  did  his  flesh  see  corruption."  He  is  not 
only  the  pioneer  to  open  up  the  passage  from  death 
to  fife,  and  so  be  the  first  that  should  rue  from  the 
dead,  but  by  him  death  is  abolished,  and  life  and 
immortality  brought  to  light.    A  similar  scripture 
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to  this  and  illustrative  of  it,  is  found  in  the  40th 
Psalm,  where  he  refers  to  his  resurrection,  in  that 
God  had  brought  him  out  of  the  horrible  pity  and 
the  miry  clay,  had  set  his  foot  upon  a  rock,  and 
established  his  goings,  and  had  put  a  new  song 
into  his  mouth,  even  praise  unto  our  God ;  he  then 
adds,  "  Many  shall  see  it,  and  fear,  and  shall  trust 
in  the  Lord."  So  in  this  scripture,  many  (even  all 
that  fear  God)  will  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  be 
glad  with  exceeding  joy,  when  they  see  him  who 
loved  them,  and  wasted  them  from  their  sins  in  his 
own  blood,  and  hath  made  them  kings  and  priests 
unto  God,  and  his  Father.  When  we  do  mdeed 
see  him,  shall  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us  T  and 
shall  he  not  be  the  object  of  our  supreme  and  ever- 
lasting delight  ?  for  "  how  great  is  his  goodness, 
and  how  great  is  his  beauty!" 

"I  know,  0  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are 
right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast 
afflicted  me." 

"  It  pleased  the  Lord  to  afflict  him,  and  to  put 
him  to  grief."  The  head  of  all  the  offending  was 
Christ; 

"  On  him  were  our  transgressions  laid — 
He  bore  the  mighty  load." 

In  faithfulness,  and  in  truth,  and  in  righteousness 
he  was  afflicted  by  God ;  and  thus  with  his  stripes 
are  we  healed. 

"  Let,  I  pray  thee,  thy  merciful  kindness  be  for 
my  comfort,  according  to  thy  word  unto 
thy  servant." 
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Christ's  service  was  not  a  pretended  service ;  he 
was  not  a  make-believe,  but  a  true  servant,  and 
that  for  ever;  for  he  declares,  "mine  ears  hast 
thou  opened,"  as  was  the  law  with  the  servant  whose 
time  of  service  was  expired ;  if  he  plainly  said,  "  I 
love  my  master,  and  will  not  leave  his  service," 
then  were  his  ears  bored  with  an  awl,  and  he 
became  his  master's  rightful  servant  in  [all  time 
coming.  Thus  was  Christ,  and  still  is,  and  ever 
will  be  the  servant  of  God.  "  Behold  my  servant 
whom  I  have  chosen,  mine  elect  in  whom  my  soul 
delighteth.  I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him;  he 
shall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  the  Gentiles." 

"  Let  thy  tender  mercies  come  unto  me  that 
I  may  live ;  for  thy  law  is  my  delight." 

What  he  means  by  the  "  tender  mercies  of  God" 
coming  to  him,  is  explained  in  the  41st  verse.  "  Let 
thy  mercies  also  come  unto  me,  even  thy  salvation, 
according  to  thy  word."  God's  tender  mercies  to 
Christ  were  his  raising  him  from  the  dead,  and 
thereby  declaring  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power ;  in  raising  him  up  also  far  above  all  heavens, 
that  as  man,  he  might,  next  to  God,  occupy  the 
highest  seat  in  the  universe.  These  were  tender 
mercies  indeed,  and  such  as  he  was  worthy  to 
receive;  for  with  him  was  God  the  Father  ever 
well  pleased. 

"  Let  the  proud  be  ashamed ;  for  they  dealt 

ferversely  with  me  without  a  cause ;  but 
will  meditate  in  thy  precepts." 

Many  times  in  the  Psalms  are  these  or  similar 
words  used ;  "  for  without  a  cause  they  have  hid 
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for  me  their  net  in  a  pit,  which  without  cause  they 
have  digged  for  my  soul ;"  and  the  Lord  reminds 
his  disciples  that  thus  the  words  were  fulfilled, 
which  were  written  in  their  law,  "  They  hated  me 
without  a  cause :"  but  this  also  is  true  of  all  his 
saints,  who  for  his  name's  sake  have  suffered  re- 
proach. The  day  cometh  when  all  the  proud 
oppressors  of  Christ,  and  his  saints,  shall  be  ashamed, 
and  confounded,  and  be  held  in  everlasting  con- 
tempt. 

"  Let  those  that  fear  thee  turn  unto  me,  and 
those  that  have  known  thy  testimonies." 

The  Lord  Jesus  alone  could  use  such  language ; 
and  he  does  use  similar  words  to  these,  when  he 
says,  "  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  shall 
come  to  me ;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out."  All  who  fear  God  turn  to  Christ, 
as  prisoners  of  hope,  and  do  look  forward  with  con- 
fidence to  him.  that  "  when  he  who  is  their  life  shall 
appear,  then  shall  they  also  appear  with  him  in 
glory." 

"  Let  my  heart  be  sound  in  thy  statutes ;  that 
I  be  not  ashamed." 


How  earnestly  did  he  pray  that  his  heart  might 
be  sound  I     "  Search  me,  0  God,  and  try  my  heart ; 

Erove  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ;  and  see  if  there 
e  any  way  of  wickeduess  in  me,  and  lead  me  in 
the  way  everlasting."  God  did  try  him,  and  found 
nothing  in  him  offensive  to  his  pure  and  holy  eves. 
When  a  man's  heart  is  sound  oefore  God ;  when 
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it  is  in  the  right  place,  and  God  site  upon  the 
throne  without  a  rival,  then  are  we  not  ashamed. 
"  The  eye  is  then  single,  and  the  whole  body  is  full 
of  light." 


OAPH. 

"My  soul  fainteth  for  thy  salvation;  but  I 
hope  in  thy  word." 

When  people  come  to  die,  it  is  considered  a 
a  favourable  symptom  of  their  state,  when  they 
express  themselves  as  being  quite  resigned  to  die. 
Few  there  are  that  really  long  to  die,  that  they 
may  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better ;  but  there 
have  been  such  instances,  among  whom  was  the 
apostle  St.  Paul.  Nothing  bound  him  to  this 
world,  but  the  love  which  he  had  for  the  saints 
that  were  in  the  world;  his  desire,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  be  with  Christ,  was  very  great ;  and  on 
the  other,  his  reluctance  to  leave  the  saints,  who 
were  "his  glory  and  joy  ;"  so  that  between  the  love 
impelling  him  to  desire  his  dismissal,  to  be  with 
Christ,  and  the  love  still  holding  him  fast  to  those 
who  bear  the  image  of  Christ  in  this  world,  he  was 
in  a  strait  betwixt  two.  This  great  salvation  is 
promised  to  all ;  but  for  the  most  part  it  is  neither 
believed  nor  desired ;  but  "  How  shall  we  escape, 
if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation,  which  at  the  first 
began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  con- 
firmed to  us  by  them  that  heard  him."  The  lan- 
guage here  used  by  Christ  expresses  the  ardent 
longing  of  his  soul  for  the  promised  salvation ; 
which  having  attained  to  for  himself  as  the  head  of 
the  race,  he  has  opened  up  the  way  for  us,  and  is 
become  the  Captain  of  our  salvation. 
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"  Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  word,  saying,  When 
wilt  thou  comfort  me." 

As  one  looking  intently  for  an  object,  and  strain- 
ing the  eyes  with  eager  desire  to  see  it,  so  did 
Christ  look  and  long  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  word 
of  promise,  upon  which  God  had  caused  him  to 
hope.  His  heart  and  soul  were  above,  that  he 
might  sit  at  the  Fathers  right  hand,  "where  there 
is  fulness  of  joy,  and  where  there  are  pleasures  for 
evermore."  u  One  thing,"  said  he,  "  1  nave  desired 
of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after ;  that  I  may 
dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  (an 
endless)  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  enquire  in  his  temple:"  and  again,  "Lord,  I 
have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house,  and  the 
place  where  thine  honour  dwelletn." 

"  For  I  am  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  smoke ; 
yet  do  I  not  forget  thy  statutes." 

The  bottles  were  made  of  skins,  and  a  bottle  of 
such  material,  long  kept  exposed  to  the  smoke,  be- 
came black ;  and  thus  the  Lord  speaks  of  himself, 
in  the  Song  of  Solomon,  (1st  chapter,  verse  5)  "I 
am  black,  but  comely,  0  ye  daughters  of  Jerusalem, 
as  the  tents  of  Kedar,  as  the  curtains  of  Solomon  ; 
look  not  upon  me  because  I  am  black,  because  the 
sun  hath  looked  upon  me ;  my  mother's  children 
were  angry  with  me ;  they  made  me  the  keeper  of 
the  vineyards ;  but  mine  own  vineyard  have  I  not 
kept."  When  he  came  down  from  heaven,  he  left 
his  own  vineyard,  that  he  might  keep  ours,  "  for 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  he  became 
poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich.** 
He  was  like  a  bottle  in  the  smoke,  neglected  *n<i 
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* 

exposed  to  trials,  thick  as  the  small  dust ;  destitute 
of  the  comforts  of  life, "  for  tti9  foxes  had  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head." 

"How  many  are  the  days  of  thy  servant? 
when  wilt  thou  execute  judgment  on  them 
that  persecute  me  V9 

Patiently  did  he  endure,  as  seeing  him  who  is 
invisible ;  but  not  the  less  did  he  desire  that  the 
hour  might  come,  when  he  should  be  "received  up;" 
notwithstanding  that  he  had  a  baptism  to  be 
baptised  with,  before  he  could  so  ascend,  "  I  have 
a  baptism  to  be  baptised  with,  and  how  am  I 
straitened  until  it  be  accomplished."  "  How  many 
are  the  days  of  thy  servant  V9  When  will  I  put 
off  this  my  tabernacle,  that  I  may  put  it  on  anew 
in  glory,  honour,  and  immortality  ?  "  0,  that  I  had 
wings  like  a  dove,  for  then  would  I  fly  away  and 
be  at  rest.  I  would  hasten  my  escape  from  the 
windy  storm  and  tempest ;  lo,  then  would  I  wander 
afar  off,  and  remain  m  the  wilderness."  Now  he 
is  exalted ;  and  thus  saith  the  Father  to  him,  "  Sit 
on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy 
footstool ;"  then  will  I  execute  judgment  on  them 
that  persecute  thee,  in  that  day  they  shall  be 
ashes  under  the  soles  of  thv  feet,  and  thou  shalt  say, 
"  There  are  the  wicked  fallen ;  they  are  cast  down, 
and  shall  not  be  able  to  arise."  (Psalm  xxxiv.) 

"  The  proud  have  digged  pita  for  me,  which 
are  not  after  law/9 

"They  prepared  a  net  for  his  steps,  so  that  his  soul 
was  bowed  down ;  they  digged  a  pit  before  him, 
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into  the  midst  of  which  they  fell  themselves."  "They 
persecuted  the  poor  and  needy  man,"  and  never 
rested  satisfied  until  they  had  cut  his  life  off  from 
the  earth. 

"All  thy  commandments  are  faithful;  they 
persecute  me  wrongfully ;  help  thou  me." 

"They  had  almost  consumed  me  upon  the 
earth ;  but  I  forsook  not  thy  precepts." 

For  the  most  part,  the  whole  of  this  precious 
Psalm  consists  of  unconnected  ejaculatoryutterances 
to  the  Father  of  his  spirit ;  and  so  with  the  com- 
mencement of  this  86th  verse,  "  All  thy  command- 
ments are  faithful."  His  mind  suddenly  recurs  to 
the  excellence  of  God's  commandments,  which  all 
are  pure  and  faithful :  to  such  as  do  them  there  is 
a  great  reward — "  I  know  that  his  commandment 
is  life  everlasting."  Having  finished  this  utterance, 
he  again  reverts  to  those  who  troubled  and  harassed 
his  soul.  They  came  upon  him,  and  would  have 
swallowed  him  up.  Fignting  daily,  they  oppressed 
him ;  they  were  to  him  as  lions :  their  teetn  were 
spears  and  arrows,  and  their  tongue  a  sharp  sword. 
"Unless  the  law  of  Divine  love  had  been  his  delight, 
he  would  even  have  perished  in  his  affliction  ;"  and 
as  it  was,  they  had  almost  consumed  him  upon  the 
earth  :  they  persecuted  his  soul,  and  would  have 
taken  it  (or  been  the  means  of  his  overthrow)  but 
in  the  midst  of  the  fiery  trial,  "  I  forsook  not  thy 
precepts."  0,  what  an  example  he  hath  left  us ! 
now  noble  I  how  exalted  I  let  us  labour  to  over- 
come, as  he  overcame,  that  we  may  sit  down  with 
him  on  his  throne,  even  as  he  is  set  down  on  his 
Father's  throne. 
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"  Quicken  me  after  thy  loving-kindness :   bo 
shall  I  keep  the  testimony  of  thy  mouth." 

Refresh  my  soul  with  the  memory  of  thy  loving- 
kindness;  quicken,  revive,  and  make  me  clearly 
and  continuously  to  see  thy  loving-kindness;  so 
shall  I  not  wander  from  thy  commandments,  but 
shall  keep  the  testimony  of  thy  mouth.  Let  me 
not  lose  sight  of  thy  love,  so  shall  I  delight  in  the 
path  of  thy  commandments."  "  I  had  fainted 
unless  I  had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living." 

LAMED. 

"For  ever,  O  Lord,  thy  word  is  settled  in 
heaven." 

It  is  still  the  same  word,  the  word  of  promise. 
**  The  word  which  God  spake  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ."  It  is  the 
word  of  hope  which  God  gave  to  man  in  the  day 
when  he  pronounced  his  doom,  because  of  trans- 
gression ;  that  word  which  has  a  saving  vitality  in 
all  who  believe  it.  It  is  the  covenant  which  God 
made  with  Abraham,  and  with  our  fathers,  that  he 
would  raise  us  from  death,  and  give  to  us  the  earth 
for  an  everlasting  inheritance.  It  is  the  gospel 
commanded  to  be  preached  to  every  creature ;  for 
the  promise  is  unto  all  for  whom  Christ  died ;  but 
only  to  be  given  to  them  who  believe.  Is  faith 
then  a  condition  f  No  :  we  should  not  consider  it 
so,  as  applicable  to  any  human  matter.  If  a  friend, 
on  whose  ability  to  help  I  can  depend,  and  in 
whose  integrity  I  may  confidently  rely,  assures  me 
of  aid  when  I  require  it,  it  is  to  be  presupposed 
37  VOLt  n. 
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that  faith  on  my  part  exists ;  if  it  does  not,  I  dis- 
honour my  friend,  and  draw  on  myself  a  sufficient 
reason  on  his  part  for  withholding  the  promised 
assistance.  Thus  it  is  we  make  God  a  liar,  and 
bring  upon  ourselves  a  new  cause  of  condemnation, 
and  a  justification  for  breach  of  promise  on  his  part. 
The  gospel  was  preached  to  the  Israelites  who  left 
Egypt ;  but  because  they  believed  not  his  word,  he 
made  them  know  "  his  breach  of  promise  ;"  so  shall 
it  be  with  all  who  believe  not ;  they  shall  not  enter 
into  his  promised  rest:  nevertheless  the  foundation 
of  God  standeth  sure  ;  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
endureth  for  ever."  "  For  ever,  0  Lord,  thy  word 
is  settled,"  it  hath  gone  forth  from  thy  mouth,  and 
shall  not  return  unto  thee  void,  but  shall  prosper  in 
the  thing  whereto  thou  hast  sent  it.  It  is  settled 
with  thee  in  the  heavens,  where  thou  hast  prepared 
thy  throne. 

"  Thy  faithfulness  is  unto  all  generations ;  thou 
hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abideth." 

It  is  with  reference  to  the  word  which  is  thus 
settled  in  heaven,  ue.  in  the  bosom  of  God,  that  his 
faithfulness  may  to  all  generations  be  depended 
upon.  God  has  truly  promised,  and  on  his  faith- 
fulness may  every  soul  rely.  Abraham  did  so;  u  he 
staggered  not  at  the  promise  of  God  through 
unbelief,  but  was  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to 
God;  being  well  persuaded  that  what  God  had 
promised  he  was  both  able  and  willing-  to  perform.*9 
And  what  has  God  promised  ?  He  has  promised 
the  earth  for  an  everlasting  possession ;  for  an  end- 
less inheritance.  But  is  not  the  earth  to  be  burned 
up  ?  The  things  upon  its  surface  are  to  be  burned 
up,  but  that  will  only  be  of  a  transoient  duration ; 
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vegetation  will  almost  immediately  recommence, 
and  be  tenfold  more  rapid  in  growth  than  it  is  now 
in  tropical  climates  ;  for  before  the  sower  has  well 
finished  his  work,  the  fields  will  be  white  to  harvest. 
"  Yet  once  more,"  saith  God,  "  I  shake  not  the  earth 
only  but  also  heaven  ;"  and  this  word,  yet  once  more 
signifieth  that  thereafter  there  will  be  permanence. 
"  Thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abideth." 
What  God  establishes  is  permanent;  is  without  end; 
so  after  "  the  day  of  great  slaughter,  when  the 
towers  fall,  "  the  earth  will  no  more  be  moved,  but 
will  be   "  world  without  end." 

"  They  continue  this  day  according  to  thine 
ordinances ;  for  all  are  thy  servants/' 

"  The  sun  for  a  light  by  day,  and  the  moon  and 
the  stars  for  a  light  by  night ;"  these  are  God's 
ordinances,  and  they  stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever. 
What  God  ordains  is  designed  to  be  of  endless 
perpetuity ;  and  so  is  the  earth  established  to  be 
an  ordinance  of  God,  and  shall  not  be  moved  any 
more  out  of  its  place.  After  this  once,  (when  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  then  he  will  do  "  his 
work,  his  strange  work,  and  bring  to  pass  his  act, 
his  strange  act,  which  being  accomplished}  "  the 
earth  shall  be  at  rest,  and  be  quiet,  and  break  forth 
into  singing ;"  and  thereafter  shall  be  abundance  of 
peace,  even  for  ever  and  ever. 

"  Unless  thy  law  had  been  my  delights,  I  should 
even  have  perished  in  mine  affliction  " 

What  sustained  our  Lord  in  his  heavy  affliction  t 
That  lau,  which  is  love,  which  to  his  soul  had 
nothing  in  it  repugnant,  but  all  that  wag  attractive ; 
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therefore  he  said,  "  0  how  I  love  thy  law ;  it  is  my 
meditation  all  the  day ;"  "  I  delight  to  do  thy  law ; 
yea,  it  is  within  my  heart ;"  he  saw  God  himself  in 
his  law,  for  it  is  the  transcript  of  his  own  image ; 
it  was  his  delight,  and  upbore  him  in  all  his  fiery 
conflicts  with  men  and  devils. 


*I  will  never  forget  thv  precepts;  for 
them  thou  hast  quickened  me." 


"His  precepts  or  statutes  are  right,  rejoicing  the 
heart."  Every  time  he  thought  on  them,  they  put 
fresh  vitality  into  his  soul;  they  quickened  him,  and 
filled  him  with  renewed,  yea,  with  redoubled  energy; 
therefore,  knowing  their  wonderful  effect,  of  keep- 
ing him  alive,  he  stedfastly  purposes  never  to  for- 
get them,  nor  sufier  them  to  slip  out  of  his  mind. 

"  I  am  thine,  save  me ;  for  I  have  sought  thy 
precepts." 

The  great  object  of  Satan,  when  he  went  to 
tempt  Christ  in  the  wilderness,  was  to  stir  up  doubts 
in  his  mind  as  to  whether  he  really  was  the  Son  of 
God ;  and  he  demanded  that  he  should  prove  it, 
by  turning  the  stones  into  bread.  When  we  begin 
to  backslide,  it  is  by  loosing  hold  of  Christ  as  ours : 
only  hold  fast  to  this  word,  "  I  am  thine,"  and  ye 
shall  not  be  moved.  Thus  did  Christ,  and  hath 
left  us  an  example.  We  are  his,  not  as  slaves,  but 
as  free  men :  he  did  not  die  to  transfer  us  from  one 
slavery  to  another,  but  to  introduce  us  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  Trust  in  Christ, 
$uid  he  will  save  you;  even  as  he  trusted  in  God,  aad 
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was  himself  saved,  being  delivered  from  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  and  made  triumphant  over  prin- 
cipalities, and  overall  the  rulers  of  darkness. 

"  The  wicked  have  waited  for  me  to  destroy 
me ;  but  I  will  consider  thy  testimonies." 

They  waited  for  him  often,  to  find  occasion 
against  him,  that  they  might  deliver  him  into  the 
power  of  the  governor,  and  so  accomplish  his  death; 
and  why  did  they  thus  persecute  him  with  such 
unmitigated  hostility  f  Because,  like  Cain  of  old, 
their  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  were  good ; 
they  hated  the  light,  and  would  not  come  under  its 
influence ;  "  and  this  is  the  condemnation,  (or  cause 
of  condemnation,)  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
and  men  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil." 

"  I  have  seen  an  end  of  all  perfection ;  for  thy 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad." 

"  When  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived, 
and  I  died ;"  i.e.  when  we  came  to  see  the  extent 
of  its  requirements,  and  as  admitting  of  no  short- 
comings, then  we  gave  up  all  hope  of  being  saved  by 
it ;  "  but  now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the 
law,  is  manifested,  even  the  righteousness  of  God, 
which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto  all  and  upon 
all  them  who  believe,"  "being  justified  freely  by  his 

frace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
esus."  Yet  did  Christ  himself  magnify  the  law, 
and  make  it  honourable.  "  He  is  become  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  who 
beUeveth."  Our  perfection  is  Christ ;  he  is  the  Lord 
our  righteousness." 
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"  0  how  I  love  thy  law !  it  is  my  meditation 
all  the  day." 

To  us,  the  idea  of  law  seems  to  impose  restraint, 
and  implies  condemnation ;  but  when  we  remember 
that  we  are  "  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace  ;" 
that  "we  are  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Christ, 
that  we  should  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him 
who  is  raised  from  the  dead,"  "  in  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness 
of  our  sins,"  with  the  promise  of  eternal  life  through 
him,  then  we  come  to  view  the  law  under  a  new 
aspect ;  it  becomes  precious,  as  the  expression  of 
of  the  will  of  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  whom 
we  now  joyfully  serve,  "  not  in  the  oldnees  of  the 
letter  but  in  the  newness  of  the  spirit ;  for  the  letter 
killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth  life.'  As  God  becomes 
entirely  changed  to  our  apprehension;  changed 
from  being  a  hard  master  (m  which  light  we  re- 
garded him,  while  we  were  in  bondage  to  the  law) 
into  a  loving  Father,  (in  which  light  we  now  regard 
him  through  faith  in  the  gospel  of  his  Son.)  his 
law  to  us  becomes  as  the  law  of  a  loving  parent  to 
his  affectionate  children ;  it  is  regarded  as  most 
sacred ;  thus  it  was  with  Christ  in  perfection.  The 
precepts  of  his  Father  were  most  precious;  he 
regarded  them  as  the  treasure  of  his  soul ;  they 
were  his  meditation  all  the  day. 

"  Thou  through  thy  commandments  hast  made 
me  wiser  than  mine  enemies;  for  they 
are  ever  with  me." 

"  The  commandment  of  the   Lord  is  pure,  en- 
lightening the  eyes."    As  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
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the  beginning  of  wisdom,  so  the  more  we  yield 
ourselves  into  the  hands  of  God,  to  be  and  to  do 
simply  and  without  question  as  he  directs,  the 
wiser  we  shall  become  ;  "  for  in  the  keeping  of  his 
commandments  there  is  a  great  reward ;"  and  this 
is  part  of  the  reward,  that  we  increase  in  light,  and 
so  become  able  to  view  all  matters,  gpeat  or  small, 
in  their  true  aspect.  "  We  are  the  children  of  the 
light,  and  the  children  of  the  day ;  we  are  not  of 
the  night  nor  of  darkness."  Christ  was  pre-eminently 
so,  for  in  him  was  light, — his  whole  body  was  full 
of  light ;  and  his  words,  how  forcible  and  right  I 
they  were  all  as  gold,  tried  in  the  fire,  seven  tunes 
purified. 

"  I  have  more  understanding  than  all  the 
teachers;  for  thy  testimonies  are  my 
meditation." 

Even  when  a  child  of  twelve  years, "  he  sat  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors  or  teachers,  both  hearing  them, 
and  asking  them  questions ;  and  they  were 
astonished  at  his  understanding  and  answers  ;"  and 
when  he  became  a  man,  he  spake  as  never  man 
spake :  all  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  reputed 
instructors  of  the  people,  were  confounded,  and  put 
to  silence.  He  himself  tells  us  that  the  secret  of 
his  superiority  to  all  the  teachers  was  this,  that 
"  thy  testimonies  are  my  meditation."  It  was  not 
an  occasional  half  hour,  given  to  the  study  of 
divine  things ;  it  was  the  work  of  his  life,  the  theme 
of  his  delight,  the  subject  matter  of  all  his  thoughts ; 
and  thus  are  we  to  follow  him,  "  till  we  all  come  in 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  mea- 
sure of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ." 
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"  I  understand  more  than  the  ancients,  because 
I  keep  thy  precepts." 

The  ancients,  were  the  elders  of  the  people ;  the 
fathers  of  Israel ;  to  all  of  whom  how  immeasur- 
ably was  he  superior  ;  for  they  stood  by  and  mar- 
velled at  his  words.  "  Grace  was  poured  into  his 
lips,"  because  he  kept  his  Father's  precepts ;  and 
grace  will  be  poured  into  ours,  when  in  like  manner 
we  yield  ourselves  up  to  his  will,  without  any 
reserve,  or  secret  drawbacks.  There  must  be  in  us 
also,  an  entire  surrender  to  Christ,  as  there  was  in 
him  an  entire  surrender  to  his  Father ;  "  presenting 
our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  to 
God,  which  is  our  reasonable  service  :"  44  then  shall 
we  know,  if  we  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.1' 

"  Because  I  keep  thy  word,  I  have  refrained 
my  feet  from  every  evil  way." 


"  Whosoever  hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth 
self  even  as  God  is  pure."  The  word  is  the  pro- 
mise of  salvation ;  this  he  kept,  and  lived  upon ; 
and  thus  he  lived  far  above  the  world,  "  knowing  in 
himself  that  he  had  in  heaven  a  more  enduring 
substance  ;"  and  thus  he  refrained  his  feet  from 
every  evil  way ;  and  thus  animated  by  the  same 
hope,  we  also  "shall  do  no  iniquity,  but  walk  in  his 
ways." 

"  I  have  not  departed  from  thy  judgments ; 
for  thou  hast  taught  me." 

All  upright  men  are  taught  of  God.  Jesus  was 
better  instructed  of  God  than  all  others,  because 
his  ears    were    constantly    open ;    he   was    ever 
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listening  to  the  voice  of  God,  and  therefore  be- 
came pre-eminent;  and  before  whose  eyes  God's 
judgments  were  always  apparent.  He  saw  God's 
judgments  in  all  the  events  of  life,  whether  it  were 
in  the  fall  of  a  sparrow,  or  in  the  fall  of  the  tower 
of  Siloam,  by  which  eighteen  men  were  crushed  to 
death :  there  was  in  his  estimation  no  such  thins 
as  casualty,  or  chance ;  but  all  things  were  of  God, 
and  were  his  judgments,  whether  of  good  to  those 
who  be  good,  or  of  evil  to  those  who  are  evil.  The 
nearer  we  live  to  God,  the  more  evidently  shall  we 
see  his  hand  in  all  things. 

m 

"  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste  I 
yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth." 

As  he  delighted  in  God,  as  God  was  his  exceed- 
ing joy,  so  were  all  the  words  of  his  mouth ;  he 
clung  to  them ;  they  were  his  meat  and  his  drink  ; 
"  Thy  words  were  found  of  me  (said  Jeremiah)  and 
I  did  eat  them,  and  they  were  to  me  the  rejoicing 
of  my  heart."  How  much  more  true  of  Christ! 
What  is  sweeter  than  honey!  One  thing,  saith 
the  Lord,  is  sweeter  to  me,  viz.,  the  words  of  thy 
mouth. 

"  Through  thy  precepts  I  get  understanding ; 
therefore  I  hate  every  false  way." 

Christ  abhorred  every  false  way ;  "  he  hated  those 
who  regarded  lying  vanities;"  he  was  quick  to 
discern  between  the  good  and  the  evil,  "  being  of 
quick  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;"  there 
was  no  approaching  him  with  evil  under  the  guise 
or  garb  of  good ;  in  a  moment  he  detected  the 
hypocrisy,  and  rebuked  it"    In  him  was  light,  and 
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the  light  was  the  life  of  men.  What  he  hated,  he 
still  hates ;  and  to  all  who  love  false  ways  he  will 
say,  "  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not,  all  ye  that 
work  iniquity ." 

NUN. 

"  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a 
tight  unto  my  path." 

The  word  is  the  promise  of  life  through  Christ ; 
it  is  a  lamp,  by  it  we  have  light  in  the  surrounding 
darkness ;  our  path  is  made  clear,  that  we  should 
not  stumble ;  there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  whither 
it  will  lead  us ;  by  it  we  shall  be  safely  conducted  to 
"  glory,  honour,  and  immortality/*  "  This  is  the 
promise  that  he  has  promised  us,  even  eternal  life.9' 
Believing  this  promise,  "  we  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set 
before  us ;  which  hope  we  have,  as  the  anchor  of 
the  soul ;"  it  is  also  a  light  unto  our  path  ;  we  know 
where  we  are,  and  whither  we  are  going,  because 
we  trust  in  the  word  of  him  who  is  faithful  and 
true ;  "  who  hath  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his 
own  blood." 


I  have  sworn,  and  I  will  perform  it,  that  I 
will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments." 


It  is  with  "purpose  of  heart  we  must  cleave  unto 
the  Lord."  There  is  plan  and  purpose  in  every 
great  undertaking ;  ana  what  undertaking  so  great 
as  that  in  which  our  eternal  welfare  is  concerned  I 
How  bright  is  the  example  here  set  before  us  by 
our  Lord  Jesus,  who  said,  •'  I  have  sworn,  and  will 
perform  it,  that  I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments." 
44  He  forgot  the  things  that  were  behind,  and  pressed 
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on  to  those  that  were  before  :"thus  "he  Bet  his  face 
stedfaetly  towards  Jerusalem,"  knowing  the  things 
that  were  to  hefal  him  there.  "  I  have  a  baptism 
to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  straitened  until 
it  be  accomplished  !"  "  I  made  haste,  and  delayed 
not  to  keep  thy  commandments." 

"I  am  afflicted  very  much;  quicken  me,  0 
Lord,  by  thy  word." 

This  sentence  has  no  connection  with  the  preced- 
mg,neither  with  the  one  before;  they  seem  to  be  each 
an  ejaculatory  prayei,  complete  m  itself,  and  re- 
corded for  our  example.  The  weight  of  his  affliction 
was  removed  by  the  nope  set  before  him;  he  prayed 
that  that  hope  might  be  bright  before  his  eyes. 
To  quicken  is  to  give  vitality,  to  stir  up  into  men- 
tal activity  ;  and  this  vitality  is  always  produced 
by  a  lively  apprehension  of  that  "  exceeding  great 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  which  God,  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  love  and  mercy,  hath  promised  to 
give  us. 

"  Accept,  I  beseech  thee,  the  free-will  offerings 
of  my  mouth,  0  Lord,  and  teach  me  thy 
judgments." 

The  free-will  offerings  of  his  mouth,  were  the 
praises  of  his  mouth :  "  for  whoso  offereth  praise 

florifieth  me :"  therefore,  saith  he,  in  the  69th 
salm,  "  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song, 
and  will  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving.  This 
also  shall  please  the  Lord,  better  than  an  ox 
or  bullock  that  hath  horns  and  hoofs."  The 
praises  of  God  were  the  free-will  offerings  of  his 
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mouth,  his  sacrifices  of  praise  and  thanksgiving ; 
and  with  them  God  was  more  pleased  than  with 
all  whole  burnt  sacrifices  and  offerings. 

"  My  life  is  continually  in  my  hand;  yet  do  I  not 
forget  thy  law." 

If  our  property  was  at  stake,  far  less  our  life,  what 
perturbation  it  would  cause ;  how  apt  it  would  be 
(at  least  for  a  time)  to  disturb,  and  perhaps  to  over- 
throw our  faith  in  God,  and  our  hope  in  bis  word : 
but  with  Jesus,  the  serenity  of  his  soul  was 
undisturbed,  although  there  was  but  a  step  between 
him  and  death,  for  he  carried  his  life  in  his  hand ; 
vet  was  he  not  moved,  so  as  to  forget  the  law  of 
his  God,  which  law  is  love  ;  supreme  love  to  God, 
and  perfect  love  to  man. 

"  The  wicked  have  laid  a  snare  for  me ;  yet  I 
erred  not  from  thy  precepts.  " 

His  conscience  bare  him  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  the  truth  of  all  these  utterances  before  God :  yet 
what  other  individual  of  Adam's  race,  could  so 
speak  f  Such  language  could  only  proceed  from 
the  lips  of  the  one  perfect  man,  to  whom  sin  was  a 
stranger  from  the  manger  to  the  cross.  Why  did 
they  thus  lay  snares  for  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus, 
who  never  did  harm  to  them,  but  sought  their  good 
continually  ?  Because  they  were  of  their  father  the 
Devil,  ancf  the  works  of  their  father  they  did ;  the 
same  mind  still  exists  in  those  whom  the  god  of  this 
world  leads  captive  at  his  pleasure. 

"  Thy  testimonies  have  I  taken  as  my  heritage 
for  ever ;  for  they  are  the  rejoicing  of  my 
heart" 
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Howprecious  to  observe  the  harmony  that  reigns 
betweeu  the  Father  and  the  Son  :  they  werejone 
from  everlasting  and  will  be  to  everlasting.  "  God 
is  love  :"  love  is  poured  into  the  heart  of  Christ,  and 
returns  back  in  all  the  overflowing^  aAperfect 
human  heart  into  the  bosom  of  God.  What  nouses 
and  lands  are  to  men,  the  testimonies  of  God  were 
to  Christ ;  they  were  the  rejoicing?  of  his  heart,  ex- 
cellent in  themselves,  and  sure  of  being  fulfilled. 

"  I  have  inclined  my  heart   to  perform  thy 
statutes  always,  even  unto  the  end." 

It  was  the  time  of  probation,  even  with  him ;  he 
undertook  a  mighty  work  in  all  the  infirmity  of 
fallen  flesh ;  he  had  to  win  his  way  from  the  lowest 
depths  of  humanity;  which,  through  the  eternal  Spirit 
he  accomplished;  and  now  he  stands  on  the  .summit, 
u  far  above  all  heavens  that  he  might  fill  all  things." 
The  end  was  ever  in  his  view  while  running  the  race ; 
"  I  have  inclined  my  heart  to  perform  thylstatutes 
always  even  unto  the  end ;"  evenjuntil^  that 
moment  when  he  should  be  able  to  say,  "It  is 
finished,"  there  was  no  hesitancy  or  irresoluteness ; 
one  object  only  was  before  him,  viz,  "  to  do  the  will 
of  him  that  sent  him,  and  to  finish  his  work;"^and  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that,  all  his  efforts  were 
directed,  thus  his  eye  was  single,  (single  for  God) 
and  his  whole  body  was  full  oflight. 

SAMECH. 

"  I  hate  vain  thoughts :  but  thy  law  do  I  love." 


"  The  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart ;"  he  taketh  cog- 
nizanoe  of  all  the  thoughts.  As  many  as  walk  after 
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the  flesh,  all  their  thoughts  are  vain  ;  their  purposes, 
their  desires,  their  aims,  their  ends,  all  are  vain,  and 
are  hated  by  him.  What  he  loves,  we  must  love, 
otherwise  we  have  no  part  with  him. 

"  Thou  art  my  hiding  place,  and  shield  :  I  hope 
in  thy  word." 

"  I  flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me."  To  God  he  had 
recourse  in  all  his  trials  ;  on  his  bosom  he  rested, 
and  into  it  he  poured  forth  all  his  troubles;  and 
opened  up  to  him  all  his  heart.  Ood  was  his  shield  ; 
his  everlasting  arms  were  around  and  underneath 
him. 

41  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil  doers ;  I  will  keep 
the  commandments  of  my  Ood/' 

"  I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  evil  doers, 
and  will  not  sit  with  the  wicked."  "I  hate  the  work  of 
them  that  turn  aside,  it  shall  not  cleave  to  me."  "  The 
friendship  of  this  world  is  enmity  with  God  ;  who- 
soever therefore  will  be  the  friend  of  the  world  is 
the  enemy  of  God :"  and  to  all  such  Christ  saith, 
"  Depart  from  me."  How  canftwo  walk  together, 
except  they  be  agreed  ?  How  can  we  expect  to  be 
associated  with  Christ  in  his  kingdom,  if  here  in 
this  preparatory  3tate,  our  minds  are  not  brought 
into  unison  with  his  1  "  Who  among  us  can  dwell 
with  him  who  is  a  devouring  fire ;  with  him  who 
is  everlasting  burnings  f  He  that  walketh  up- 
rightly, and  worketh  righteousness  :  he  who  de- 
spiseth  the  gain  of  oppressions,  and  shaketh  his 
hand  from  the  holding  of  bribes ;  who  stoppeth 
his  ears  from  hearing  of  blood,  and  shutteth  his 
eyes  from  seeing  of  evil;  he  shall  dwell  on  high; 


UPHOLD  MB  BY  THY  WORD.  575 

his  place  of  defence  shall  be  the  munition  of  rocks ; 
his  bread  shall  be  given  him,  and  his  water  shall 
be  sure  :  he  shall  see  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and 
behold  the  land  which  (now)  is  very  far  off." 

"  Uphold  me  by  thy  word,  and  I  shall  live ; 
and  I  shall  not  be  ashamed  of  my  hope." 

How  often  does  our  Lord  refer  to  this  all-quicken- 
ing word  of  God  !  This  word,  by  which  we  are 
brought  from  death  into  life ;  and  when  in  life  are 
upheld  thereby  from  day  to  day.  God  understands 
our  ways,  and  knows  well  that  we  will  not  part 
with  our  earthly  treasure,  until  assured  of  a  hea- 
venly ;  he  puts  before  us  a  pearl  of  great  price,  and 
assures  us  of  it  by  his  word,  and  by  his  oath;  then  we 
become  willing  to  sell  all  that  we  have  and  buy  it : 
it  is  the  lever,  by  which  he  raiseth  up  the  (spiritually) 
dead,  and  quickeneth  them.  Tnw  hope,  when 
rooted  and  grounded,  will  give  boldness,  and  make 
us  not  ashamed. 

"  Hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be  safe ;  and  I 
will  have  respect  unto  thy  statutes  con- 
tinually." 

"  Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slide  not.  It  is  God  only  who  can  sustain  us : 
his  divine  aid  is  obtained  in  answer  to  prayer. 
Thus  did  Jesus  rest  on  the  Father,  and  was  pre- 
served unmoved :  the  same  divine  power  is  avail- 
able for  us,  in  all  our  trials  and  temptations. 

"Thou  hast  trodden  down  all  them  who  do 
err  from  thy  statutes ;  for  their  deceit  is 
falsehood*" 
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This  is  anticipatory  of  the  coming  day,  when 
"  judgment  shall  be  laid  to  the  line,  and  righteous- 
ness to  the  plummet."  In  that  day,  God  will  tread 
down,  by  the  feet  of  his  Son,  all  who  do  err  from 
his  statutes.  Men  do  err  through  deceit ; "  through 
deceit  they  refuse  to  know  me,  saith  the  Lord." 
"  Turn  ye  now,  at  my  reproof ;"  "for  I  am  merciful, 
saith  the  Lord ;"  but  delay  not ;  for  "  now  is  the 
accepted  time;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 

"Thou  puttest  away  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth  like  dross;  therefore  I  love  thy 
testimonies." 

Whosoever  lives  without  God,  the  same  is  a 
wicked  man :  he  will  form  part  of  the  dross  which 
God  will  thus  put  away,  into  the  place  prepared  for 
the  Devil  and  nis  angels. 


My  flesh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee ;  and  I 
am  afraid  of  thy  judgments." 


Every  man  who  knows  God  will  tremble  at  his 
word  ;  thus  did  Christ  tremble ;  and  he  has  warned 
us,  whom  we  should  fear,  saying,  "  Fear  not  them 
who  can  kill  the  body,  but  after  that,  have  no  more 
that  they  can  do  ;  but  fear  him  who,  after  he  hath 
killed  the  body,  hath  power  to  cast  both  soul  and 
body  into  hell ;  yea,  I  say  unto  vou,  fear  him." 

AIN. 

"  I  have  done  judgment  and  justice :  leave  me 
not  to  mine  oppressors." 

God  bears  attestation  to  this  declaration  of  Christ, 
for  he  calls  him  "  his  righteous  servant,"  saying  in 
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Isaiah,  53rd  chapter,  "  By  his  knowledge  shall  my 
righteous  servant  justify  many."  He  was  the  holy 
one  of  God :  he  did  judgment  and  justice ;  and  all 
his  judgments  were  just,  for  he  sought  not  his  own 
will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father  who  ssnt  him.  God 
did  not  leave  him  to  his  oppressors,  but  delivered 
him,  setting  his  head  high  above  all  his  enemies. 

"  Be  surety  for  thy  servant  for  good  :  let  not 
the  proud  oppress  me." 

God  was  his  surety,  or  cautioner  for  good.  "  To 
thee  (saith  he)  I  commit  my  cause :"  thus  "  his  foot 
stood  in  an  even  place;  in  the  congregations  he  will 
bless  the  Lord." 

"  Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  salvation,  and  for  the 
word  of  thy  righteousness." 

He  was  constantly  intent  upon  one  object,  which 
he  longed  for,  even  the  promised  salvation:  his  affec- 
tions were  set  on  things  above  :  "  he  looked  for  a 
city,  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  God :"  he  was  as  one  who  looked  until  his 
eyes  failed,  and  his  vision  became  dim. 

"  Deal  with  thy  servant  according  to  thy  mercy, 
and  teach  me  thy  statutes." 

It  was  with  prayers  and  supplications,  accom- 
panied with  strong  crying  and  tears,  that  he  pre- 
vailed. 0  what  earnest  pleading  with  God  appears 
in  those  ejaculatory  supplications  1  "  though  he 
were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things 
which  he  suffered."  He  was  the  Father's  righteous 
servant,  and  besought  him  to  deal  with  him  ao- 
k  38  vol.  n. 
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cording  to  his  mercy:  and  thus  he  did  deal  with  him; 
for  after  his  resurrection,  he  said,  "I  will  sing  of  the 
mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever,  with  my  mouth  will  I 
make  known  thy  faithfulness  to  all  generations." 

"  I  am  thy  servant :  give  me  understanding, 
that  I  may  know  thy  testimonies." 

When  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant, 
he  never  forgot  his  position ;  but  in  all  things  acted 
up  to  it ;  "  for  thus,  said  he,  "  it  becometh  us  to 
fulfil  all  righteousness."  So  should  we  never  forget 
that  we  are  the  servants  of  Christ :  and  as  the  eyes 
of  servants  wait  upon  the  hand  of  their  masters,  so 
should  our  eyes  wait  on  Christ  our  master  in  hear 
ven.  to  be  ruled  in  all  things  by  him  :  and  yet  he 
calleth  us  not  servants,  for  the  servant  knoweth  not 
what  his  Lord  doeth,  but  he  calleth  us  friends ;  for 
all  things  which  he  hath  heard  of  the  Father,  he 
hath  made  known  unto  us ;  but  whether  in  the  ca- 

{>acity  of  servants,  or  friends,  he  will  only  acknow- 
edge  us,  in  a  real  obedience  and  submission  to  his 
will.  "  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  com- 
mand you :  and  this  is  my  commandment,  that  ye 
love  one  another,  even  as  I  have  loved  you." 

"  It  is  time  for  thee,  Lord,  to  work ;  for  they 
have  made  void  thy  law." 

The  Jews  made  void  the  law  of  God  through 
their  traditions ;  and  their  fear  of  him  was  taught 
by  the  precepts  of  men.  Is  it  not  so  now  f  Are  not 
the  instructions  of  Christ,  and  the  instructions  of  his 
apostles  rendered  void  by  the  interpretations  of 
false  teachers  ?  and  will  God  not  enter  into  judg- 
ment, for  thus  perverting Jtiis  word!     It  is  time 
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for  God  to  work,  when  truth  is  prostrated  by  the 

Eerversions  of  men  ;  God  will  work  in  the  end,  as 
e  did  at  the  beginning,  and  raise  up  for  himself  a 
glorious  church,  by  the  restoration  of  ordinances 
and  gifts  which  he  bestowed  at  the  first,  when  he 
set  up  Apostles,  Prophets,  Evangelists,  Pastors, 
and  Teachers,  "for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints,  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry ;  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Christ,  until  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of 
the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ." 

"  I  love  thy  commandments  above  gold  ;  yea 
above  fine  gold." 

What  gold  and  fine  gold  are  to  this  world,  so 
were  the  commandments  of  God  to  Christ:  he 
prized  them,  and  they  were  his  meditation  day  and 
night.  "I  know  that  his  commandment  is  life  ever- 
lasting." 

"  I  esteem  thy  precepts   concerning  all  things 
to  be  right ;  and  I  hate  every  false  way." 

« 

His  mind  was  in  perfect  unison  with  the  mind  of 
God :  he  saw  perfect  righteousness  and  equity  in  all 
the  precepts  which  he  had  given ;  and  thus  viewing 
his  holy  laws,  he  naturally  abhorred  all  that  was 
opposed  to  them,  and  hated  every  false  way. 

PE. 

*  Thy  testimonies  are   wonderful :   therefore 
doth  my  soul  keep  them." 
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If  the  same  mind  was  in  us  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus,  we  also  should  see  that  the  Divine  tes- 
timonies are  wonderful  :  and  then  would  our 
souls  keep  them  :  let  us  therefore  pray,  in  his  words, 
"  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold  the 
wondrous  things  of  thy  law."  God  is  able  to  open 
the  blind  eyes;  he  sent  his  son  into  the  world  that 
they  who  see  not  might  see,  and  that  they  who 
(think  they)  see,  might  remain  blind. 

'•  The  entrance  of  thy  words  giveth  light :  it 
giveth  understanding  to  the  simple." 

The  simple  are  those,  who,  knowing  their 
ignorance,  desire  to  be  taught :  these  are  the  babes 
of  whom  Christ  spake,  saying,"  I  thank  thee,  0 
Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because  thou 
hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  the  pru- 
dent, and  revealed  them  unto  babes!  Even  so, 
Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight :"  to 
such,  the  entrance  of  his  words  giveth  light. 
The  entrance  of  Satan's  words  into  Eve,  brought 
darkness  into  her  understanding,  and  death ; 
the  entrance  of  God's  words  brings  light  into 
the  understanding,  and  life :  as  the  mouth  re- 
ceiveth  food,  for  the  nourishment  of  the  body, 
so  the  ear  receives  the  truth  from  the  lips  of 
Christ.  "  In  him  was  light,  and  the  light  was  the 
life  ot  men ;"  from  him  cometh  the  words  of  eternal 
life ;  but  they  only  obtain  entrance  into  the  minds  of 
the  simple,  or  such  as  are  not  wise  in  their  own 
conceit. 

"  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  panted ;  for  I  longed 
for  thy  commandments," 
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Who  but  Chrst  only,  could  thus  speak  T  It  is  the 
voice  of  his  turtle  dove ;  who  loved  God  with  all  his 
heart,  and  soul,  and  strength,  and  mind;  who  panted 
after  God,  as  the  hart  panteth  for  the  water  brooks : 
he  kept  his  Father's  commandments ;  they  were  the 
joy  of  his  heart :  "  My  soul  hath  kept  thy  tes- 
timonies, and  I  love  them  exceedingly/' 

"  Look  thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful  unto 
me,  as  thou  usest  to  do  to  those  that  love 
thy  name." 

God  looks  down  graciously  on  all  that  do  truly 
love  his  name :  his  eyes  are  over  them  for  good, 
and  his  ears  are  open  to  their  prayers:  "his  secret  is 
with  them  that  fear  him,  and  he  will  shew  them  his 
covenant:"  for  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  his  mercy  to  them  that  fear  him.  This 
is  God's  way  with  all  that  love  him ;  with  all  that 
hope  in  his  mercy :  and  now,  saith  Jesus,  so  deal 
with  me.  "  Look  thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful 
unto  me,  as  thou  usest  to  do  to  those  that  love  thy 
name." 

"  Order  my  steps  in  thy  word,  and  let  not  any 
iniquity  have  dominion  over  me." 

We  cannot  order  our  own  steps :  the  steps  of  a 
good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord.  "  Without  me 
ye  can  do  nothing:"  but  we  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  who  strengtheneth  us :  we  must  come  to  him 
as  he  came  to  the  Father,  saying,  "  Keep  back  thy 
servant  also  from  presumptuous  sins :  let  them  not 
have  dominion  over  me :  then  shall  I  be  upright, 
and  I  shall  be  innocent  from  the  great  transgression.' 
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"  Deliver  me  from  the  oppression  of  man  :  bo 
will  I  keep  thy  precepts." 

"He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  he 
opened  not  his  mouth  :"  he  was  weighed  down  by 
oppression  yet  did  he  keep,  and  ever  will  keep  the 
precepts  of  his  Father  and  his  God. 

"  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  servant; 
and  teach  me  thy  statutes." 

God  said  to  him,  "  Seek  ye  my  face :"  his  heart 
responded,  "  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek  :"  the  light 
of  his  countenance  rested  on  his  beloved  Son  in 
whom  he  was  ever  well  pleased :  and  manifestly  on 
that  night,  in  the  holy  mount,  when  illumined  by 
the  Father's  glory,  "his  face  did  shine  as  the  suu, 
and  his  raiment  was  bright  as  the  light." 

"  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes,  be- 
cause they  keep  not  thy  law." 

"  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night, 
while  they  say  continually  unto  me,  Where  is  thy 
God  t"  His  eye  was  consumed  with  grief,  it  waxed 
old  because  of  all  his  enemies.  His  enemies  were 
those  "  that  keep  not  thy  law."  Who  could  use 
such  language  but  Christ  ?  Could  David,  or  any  of 
the  prophets  say,  "  Rivers  of  water  (tears  witfiout 
intermission)  run  down  mine  eyes  because  they 
keep  not  thy  law."  How  entirely  was  Christ  on 
the  side  of  God  t  "  The  reproaches  of  them  that 
reproached  thee  fell  on  me  :"  grief  of  soul  was  the 
the  result.  We  must  be  imbued  with  the  same 
mind ;  we  must  be  of  those  who  "  sigh  and  cry 
for  the  evils  which  are  done  in  the  land."    God 
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hath  set  apart  all  such  for  himself;  they  shall  be 
his,  in  that  day  when  Christ  cometh  to  make  up 
his  jewels :  but  all  who  have  not  this  seal,  God  will 
lead  them  forth  with  the  workers  of  iniquity. 

TZADDI. 

Righteous  art  thou,  0  Lord,  and  upright  are 
thy  judgments," 

Is  there  unrighteousness  with  God  T  God  forbid. 
"  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  V9 
His  dealings  with  mankind,  from  the  first,  have 
been  characterized  by  uprightness  and  truth.  He 
is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  holy  in  all  his  works,  and 
upright  in  all  his  judgments. 

"  Thy  testimonies  that  thou  hast  commanded 
are  righteous  and  very  faithful." 

His  declarations,  by  the  prophets,  are  his  tes- 
timonies ;  they  are  right,  and  rejoice  the  heart ; 
they  are  wonderful,  and  glorious ;  treasured  up  in 
the  minds  of  all  his  saints  ;  they  all  are  righteous, 
and  very  faithful ;  "  his  counsels  of  old  are  faithful- 
ness and  truth." 

"  My  zeal  hath  consumed  me,  because  mine 
enemies  have  forgotten  thy  words." 

With  wonderful  patience  and  forbearance  did  the 
Lord  endure  the  contradiction  of  sinners  against 
himself ;  but  when  he  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  saw 
his  Father's  house  profaned,  that  house  which 
should  have  been  the  house  of  prayer  for  all  living, 
he  could  no  longer  forbear ;  his  indignation  was 
stirred  up  within  him ;  and  the  words  were  fulfilled, 
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"  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up." 
Single  handed,  without  any  human  aid,  with  a 
scourge  of  email  cords,  "  he  drove  them  all  out  of 
the  temple,  and  the  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  poured 
out  the  changer's  money,  and  overthrew  the  tables, 
and  said  unto  them  that  sold  doves,  Take  these 
things  hence ;  make  not  my  Father's  house  a  house 
of  merchandize."  On  two  occasions  he  did  this; 
the  power  of  God  was  present,  to  have  cast  out, 
and  dispersed,  any  given,  number  of  people,  how- 
ever great  their  multitude,  or  violent  their  op- 
position. These  were  the  only  times,  on  which  his 
J>atience  gave  way,  "  becanse  mine  enemies  have 
brgotten  thy  words."  He  now  sits  patiently  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  waiting  for  sinners  to  repent : 
but  a  day  is  coming,  when  again  his  zeal  will  con- 
sume him,  and  he  will  come  forth,  not  to  Bave  men's 
lives,  but  to  destroy  them ;  when  all  the  earth  shall 
be  devoured  with  the  fire  of  his  jealousy. 

"  Thy  word  is  very  pure ;  therefore  thy  ser- 
vant  loveth  it." 

"  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words;  as  silver 
tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  purified  seven  times ;" 
and  because  they  are  thus  pure,  they  are  admired 
and  loved  by  Christ.  How  strikingly  manifest 
herein  is  the  oneness  of  mind  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son  1  "  Thy  word  "  is  the  promise  of  sal- 
vation, which  God  has  riven  to  mankind  through 
the  redemption  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  We  are 
saved  by  hope,"  saith  the  apostle ;  but  hope  cannot 
exist  without  a  foundation,  and  this  foundation  is 
the  word  of  God's  promise  ;  a  promise  to  all  (even 
as  Christ  died  for  all)  but  to  take  effect,  only  in 
them  who  believe. 
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"  I  am  small  and  despised ;  jet  do  I  not  forget 
thy  precepts." 

When  Caesar  Agustus  made  a  decree,  that  all  the 
world  should  be  taxed,  every  man  went  to  be  en- 
rolled in  his  own  city ;  and  among  the  rest  went 
two  humble  individuals,  poorly  clad,  and  of  small 
means,  to  the  city  of  their  ancestors,  where  they 
had  to  be  content  with  the  accommodation  which  a 
stable  could  afford.  One  of  the  two  was  Mary  the 
virgin,  who  gave  birth  to  the  infant  Jesus,  and  laid 
him  in  a  manger  for  his  cradle :  he  advanced  in 
years  but  not  in  fame ;  he  continued  in  obscurity 
for  thirty  years ;  a  carpenter,  and  the  supposed  son 
of  a  carpenter ;  he  was  small  and  despised ;  "  he 
was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him, 
and  the  world  knew  him  not."  "  Is  not  this  Jesus 
the  son  of  Joseph,  whose  father  and  mother  we 
know  ?  how  is  it  then,  that  he  saith,  I  came  down 
from  heaven  V9  These  words  were  spoken  after 
many  of  his  mighty  works  had  been  done :  by  the 
large  proportion  of  the  Jewish  nation,  he  was 
small  and  despised ;  "he  was  despised,  and  they 
esteemed  him  not ;"  small  in  his  own  eyes,  and  also 
in  theirs ;  a  houseless  wanderer,  who  had  not 
-where  to  lay  his  head;  although  himself  "the  Maker 
and  former  of  all  things." 

"  Thy  righteousness  is  an   everlasting  right- 
eousness, and  thy  law  is  the  truth." 

"The  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  unto  all,  and 
upon  all  them  who  believe,"  is  an  everlasting  right- 
eousness :  it  is  the  white  robe,  which  will  never  be 
taken  away,  if  now  held  fast  to  the  end :  then  we 
shall  be  invested  with  God's  own  righteousness, 
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which  is  infinitely  perfect  and  unchangeable,  trat 
let  us  now  take  heed,  lest  through  unbelief,  we  be 
not  found  naked  when  we  appear  before  God. 
"  Thy  law  is  the  truth,"  Goers  law  is  love,  and 
and  love  rejoiceth  in  the  truth.  His  law  is  the  re- 
flex of  himself,  and  he  is  the  God  of  truth. 

"  Trouble  and  anguish  have  taken  hold  upon 
me;  but  thy  commandments  are  my 
delights." 

Here  is  the  extreme  of  sorrow,  even  to  anguish, 
and  yet  co-existing  with  delights  ;  "  sorrowful,  yet 
always  rejoicing:"  very  different  from  the  sorrow  of 
the  world,  which  worketh  death:  the  sorrow  of 
Christ  had  in  it  an  undefinable  blessedness,  which  can 
only  be  understood  by  those  who  are  partakers  of 
his  sufferings:  his  delights  were  in  God's  command- 
ments. "  0  how  I  love  thy  law,  it  is  my  meditation 
all  the  day." 

"  The  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is  ever- 
lasting :  give  me  understanding  and  I 
shall  Eve. 

What  God  has  purposed,  he  will  accomplish : 
He  is  acting  on  a  plan  laid  down  for  himself  from 
everlasting,  from  which  he  will  never  swerve  :  "  his 
counsels  of  old  are  faithfulness  and  truth :"  and  con- 
sequently there  exists  no  cause  for  change ;  the 
righteousness  of  his  testimonies  is  everlasting. 

"  I  cried  with  my  whole  heart,  hear  me,  0 
Lord ;  I  will  keep  thy  statutes." 

"  Then  shall  ye  seek  me,  and  find  me,  when  ye 
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shall  search  for  me,  with  all  your  heart."  Thus  did 
Jesus,  with  all  earnestness,  "  with  strong  crying  and 
tears"  seek  God ;  and  that  his  prayers  might  enter 
into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth,  "  I  will  keep 
thy  statntes."  "  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right, 
rejoicing  the  heart ;"  therefore  were  they  dear  to 
Christ ;  and  he  purposed  to  keep  them  as  a  valued 
treasure. 

"  I  cried  unto  thee ;  save  me,  and  I  shall  keep 
thy  testimonies." 

Like  one  in  great  peril,  so  did  he  cry  unto 
God,  that  he  might  be  saved.  Jesus  came  under 
all  the  conditions  of  the  fall,  and  though  himself 
sinless,  became  sin  for  us ;  therefore  he  could  not 
save  himself;  "he  could  do  nothing  of  himself."  God 
saved  him  from  sin,  and  delivered  him  from  death  : 
he  yielded  up  himself  entirely  to  God,  and  was  not 
rebellious ;  therefore  God  was  able  to  shew  in  him 
what  he  can  do  in  man,  when  in  perfect  subjection 
to  his  will. 

"  I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morning,  and 
cried  ;  I  hoped  in  thy  word." 

Before  the  first  streaks  of  morning,  he  was  habi- 
tually thus  employed ;  not  on  an  occasional  morning, 
but  his  constant  practice :  he  redeemed  the  time, 
and  diminished  the  hours  usually  allotted  to  sleep, 
that  he  might  cry  unto  God  Most  High,  "  unto  God, 
who  performeth  all  things  for  me."  "  I  hoped  in 
thy  word  ;"  the  word  which  thou  hast  commanded 
to  a  thousand  generations,  saying,  "  To  thee  will  I 
give  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  lot  ofyour  inheritance." 
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"  Mine  eves  prevent  the  night  watches,  that  I 
might  meditate  in  thy  word." 

44  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  as  with  marrow  and 
fatness;  and  my  month  shall  praise  thee  with  joyful 
lips ;  when  I  remember  thee  npon  my  bed,  and 
meditate  on  thee  in  the  night  watches.  "  For  in 
the  niffht  his  song  shall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer 
unto  tne  God  of  my  life." 

"  Hear  my  voice  acoording  to  thy  loving-kind- 
ness; 0  Lord,  quicken  me  through  thy 
judgments." 

"Remember,  0  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies,  and  thy 
loving-kindnesses;  for  they  have  been  ever  of  old:' 
for  thy  goodness'  sake,  0  Lord,  let  the  voice  of  my 
supplications  come  up  before  thee ;  and  let  thy  judg- 
ments help  me ;  let  them  be  ever  before  mine  eyes, 
that  I  may  be  quickened  thereby,  and  fear  before 
thee. 

"  They  draw  nigh  that  follow  after  mischief; 
they  are  far  from  thy  law." 

Mischief  is  the  doing  or  wishing  any  evil  to  our 
neighbour.  Satan  was  about  mischief,  when  he 
tempted  Eve  to  eat  the  forbidden  fruit:  "he  goeth 
to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  walketh  up  and  down 
in  it ;"  and  his  object  is  mischief  continuaUy :  of  the 
wicked  Christ  said,  "  ye  are  of  your  father  the 
devil,  and  the  works  of  your  father  ye  will  do." 
"They  conceive  mischief,  travail  with  iniquity,  and 
bring  forth  falsehood."  "  Their  mischief  shall  return 
upon  their  own  head,  and  their  violent  dealing 
upon  their  own  pate."  "  They  are  far  .from  thy  law. 
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God's  law  is  love,  and  love  worketh  no  ill  to  his 
neighbour ;  all  who  follow  mischief  know  not  God, 
and  are  far  from  his  law, 

"  Thou  art  near,  0  Lord :  and  all  thy  com- 
mandments are  truth." 

Thou  art  near,  "  in  my  mouth,  and  in  my  heart ;" 
God  hath  beset  us  behind  and  before,  and  laid  his 
hand  upon  us ;  he  compasseth  our  path,  and  our 
lying  down,  and  is  acquainted  with  all  our  ways. 
"  Surely  God  is  in  this  place,"  said  Jacob,  "  and  1 
knew  it  not."  "  I  have  looked  on  him  that  seeth 
me,"  said  Hagar :  if  this  faith  were  habitual  to  us ; 
if  we  laboured  to  see  him  who  is  invisible  at  all 
times,  we  would  not  find  such  difficulty  in  ap- 
proaching him  in  our  seasons  of  prayer :  how  much 
even  of  a  professed  christian's  life,  is  but  practical 
infidelity ;  but  this  cannot  go  on  always ;  we  must 
either  be  made  to  walk  with  God,  or  draw  back 
from  him  altogether ;  for  the  just  (are  those  who) 
live  by  faith. 

"  Concerning  thy  testimonies,  I  have  known  of 
old  that  thou  hast  founded  them  for  ever." 

When  Christ  speaks  of  past  periods,  he  knew  of 
his  pro-existence  before  he  was  conceived  in  the  vir- 
gin s  womb,  for  he  said,  "  What  and  if  ye  shall  see 
tne  Son  of  man  ascend  up  where  he  was  before  I" 
nor  were  past  events  obliterated  from  his  recol- 
lection :  tor  he  said,  "  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
Before  Abraham  was,  I  am ;"  and  again  in  prayer, 
before  he  suffered,  "  For  thou  lovedst  me  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world."  Peter  addressing 
him  said,  "  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things,"  which 
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Christ  by  his  silence  admitted.  It  is  therefore  cer- 
tain, when  he  here  says,  "  I  have  known  of  old  ;w 
he  is  referring  to  periods  antecedent  to  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world.  How  wonderful  to  contem- 
plate, :that  he  who  could  thus  speak  of  an 
eternal  past,  should  appear  as  a  man  among  men ! 
44  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness.  God  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh  ;"  his  name  is  Emmanuel,  or 
God  with  us.  How  excellent  are  the  testimonies 
of  God,  which  were  thus  in  the  wisdom  of  God 
prepared  in  his  eternal  counsels ;  "  so  shall  they 
continue  for  ever  and  ever." 

RETH. 

u  Consider  mine  affliction,  and  deliver  me  ;  for 
I  do  not  forget  thy  law." 

Christ  was  the  holy  one  of  God  ;  many  were  his 
afflictions,  but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  delivered 
him ;  «•  The  Father  hath  not  left  me  alone,  for  1  do 
always  those  things  that  please  him."  God  did 
consider  bis  affliction,  and  delivered  him  ;  because 
he  did  not  forget  his  law. 

"  Plead  my  cause,  and  deliver  me  :  quicken  me 
by  thy  word." 

"  Pleadfmy  cause,  0  Lord,  with  them  that  strive 
with  me ;  fight  against  them  that  fight  against  me. 
Take  hold  of  shield  and  buckler,  and  stand  up  for 
my  help.  Draw  out  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way 
againstPthemJthat  persecute  me ;  say  unto  my  bouJ, 
I  am  thy?salvation."  Quicken  my  recollection  of 
the  word  of  thy  promise,  to  Abraham,  and  to  bw 
seed  for  ever, 
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"  Salvation  is  far  from  the  wicked ;  for  they 
seek  not  thy  statutes/' 

Salvation  means  deliverance  from  sin.  from  hell, 
and  from  death  ;  emancipation  from  all  the  evils  of 
the  fall ;  "  the  restitution  of  all  things :"  it  means  a 
much  higher  dignity  and  glory,  through  our  union 
with  Christ,  than  we  could  possibly  have  had, 
although  paradise  had  not  been  lost. 

"  Salvation,  O  the  joyful  sound, 
What  pleasure  to  our  ears  1 
A  sovereign  balm  for  every  wound, 
A  cordial  for  our  fears/9 

But  salvation  is  far  from  the  wicked;  "they  despise 
the  pleasant  land  ;  they  believe  not  his  word." 
They  seek  not  God's  statutes,  because  they  know 
him  not ;  "  they  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of 
the  blindness  of  their  heart/9  Salvation  is  promised 
to  all ;  it  is  the  hope  set  before  us ;  all  who  lay  hold 
of  that  hope,  wait  for  God's  salvation,  and  receive 
now,  in  this  life,  the  "  end  of  their  faith,  even  the 
salvation  of  their  souls,"  i.e.  dominion  over  sin  :  they 
seek  his  statutes,  and  find  them  no  burden,  because 
they  hope  in  his  salvation. 

"  Great  are  thy    tender  mercies,  0  Lord; 
quicken  me  by  thy  judgments." 

'•His  tender  mercies  are  overall  his  works :"  he  is 

Saciousand  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
ndness.     The  righteous  discern  his  hand ;  they  ob- 
serve bis  judgments,  and  are  quickened  thereby. 
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"  Many  are  my  persecutors  and  mine  enemies ; 
yet  do  I  not  decline  from  thy  testimonies." 

Persecution  overturns  unstable  souls :  they  go 
back  and  walk  no  more  with  him :  but  Christ  himself 
was  unmoved,  for  the  everlasting  God  was  his 
hiding  place,  and  shield :  he  declined  not  from  his 
testimonies. 

"  I  beheld  the  transgressors,  and  was  grieved : 
because  they  kept  not  thy  word." 

He  was  in  the  world,  but  not  of  the  world:  he  dwelt 
among  transgressors  :  he  beheld  them,  and  was 
grieved:  how  profound  was  that  grief !  Men  trans- 
gress against  God,  because  they  keep  not  his  word : 
mey  cannot  keep  what  they  have  not  received: 
they  make  God  a  liar :  thus  was  Christ  grieved,  be* 
cause  God  was  dishonoured. 

"  Consider  how  I  love  thy  precepts :  quicken 
me,  0  Lord,  by  thy  loving-kindness." 

As  an  electric  shock  quickens  the  body,  so  does 
the  loving-kindness  of  God  the  soul.  When  his 
loving-kindness  is  before  our  eyes,  then  we  walk  in 
his  truth  :  we  cannot  run  the  race  set  before  us,  if 
we  let  go  the  loving-kindness  of  God:  we  shall  stop 
just  as  a  watch  when  it  runs  out :  the  love  of  God 
m  Christ  Jesus,  apprehended  by  us,  is  the  lever  that 
sets  the  whole  machinery  in  motion  :  then  we  are 
strong. 

"  Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning :  and 
every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments 
endureth  for  ever," 
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"  He  keepeth  truth  for  ever ;"  his  word,  which 
is  the  promise  of  life  everlasting,  given  ns  in 
Christ  Jesus,  is  true  from  the  beginning;  from  the 
day  on  which  God.  said,  that  the  seed  of  the 
woman  should  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent : 
"  he  is  without  variableness,  or  shadow  of  turning :" 
his  judgments  therefore  are  immoveably  fixed,  and 
cannot  be  reversed ;  they  endure  for  ever. 

SCHIN. 

"  Princes  have  persecuted  me  without  a  cause, 
but  my  heart  standeth  in  awe  of  thy 
word." 

The  chief  men  of  the  tribes  were  called  the 
princes  of  Israel ;  the  rulers  of  the  people ;  they 
were  considered  his  bitterest  persecutors:  they  were 
jealous  of  him,  lest  he  should  supersede  them.  "  By 
what  authority  doest  thou  these  things,  and  who 
gave  thee  this  authority  t"  Pilate  knew  that  "  for 
envy  they  had  delivered  him."  Thus  did  the  princes 

gersecute  him,  and  laid  to  his  charge  things  that  he 
new  not ;  but  he  standing  in  awe  of  God's  word, 
was  unmoved.  "  I  gave  my  back  to  the  smiters,  and 
my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair  :  I  hid 
not  my  face  from  shame  and  spitting :  for  the  Lord 
God  will  help  me :  therefore  shall  I  not  be  con- 
founded :  therefore  have  I  set  my  face  like  a  flint 
and  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed." 

"  I  rejoice  in  thy  word,  as  one  that  findeth 
great  spoil." 

The  word  of  God  (that  word  which  by  the  gospel 
is  preached  to  us  )  was  his  support  throughout  his 
39  vol.  n. 
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trials  and  temptations;  when  all  God's  waves  and 
billows  passed  over  him,  his  confidence  in  the  word 
of  promise  never  failed :  he  rejoiced  in  it,  as  one 
that  findeth  great  spoil :  by  it  he  oveicame;  he  des- 
troyed death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death 
and  thus  delivered  them  who  through  fear  of 
death  were  all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage. 

"  I  hate  and  abhor  lying :  but  thy  law  do  I 
love," 

What  stronger  language  could  our  Lord  use,  to 
express  his  detestation  of  falsehood  ?  and  all  deceit 
is  falsehood.  "  Behold,  thou  requirest  truth  in  the 
inward  parts  :  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  shalt 
make  me  to  know  wisdom."  When  Christ  shall  sit 
on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  then  "  he  that  telleth 
lies  shall  not  tarry  in  my  sight."  (See  Psalm  ci.  vii) 
All  whom  Christ  will  receive  into  his  everlasting 
kingdom  must  be  true  men,  true  in  heart,  without 
guile,  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God. 

"  Seven  times  a  day  do  I  praise  thee,  because 
of  thy  righteous  judgments." 

"  Prayer  is  the  christian's  vital  breath, 
The  christian's  native  air, 
His  watchword  at  the  gates  of  death- 
He  enters  heaven  by  prayer." 

As  the  just  live  by  faith,  so  prayer  is  the  element 
in  which  that  life  is  maintained ;  faith  rises  or  falls, 
like  the  barometer,  according  as  we  pray.  Great 
saints  have    always  abounded  in  prayer;    thus, 
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"  Daniel  prayed  to  his  God  three  times  a  day ;"  but 
the  King  of  Saints  is  the  pattern  in  this,  as  in  all 
excellence;  he  prayed  seven  times  a  day  unto  God, 
because  of  his  righteous  judgments.  The  number 
seven  signifying  completeness,  indicates  continued, 
unbroken  prayer ;  he  lived  with  God ;  it  was  his 
spiritual  atmosphere,  essential  to  his  life.  "  Mine 
eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord,  for  he  shall  pluck 
my  feet  out  of  the  net."  "  I  have  set  the  Lord 
always  before  me.  "  Evening  and  morning,  and 
at  noon,  will  I  pray,  and  cry  aloud,  and  thou  shalt 
hear  my  voice."  "  Hear  me,  when  I  call,  0  God 
of  my  righteousness  ;  thou  hast  enlarged  me  when 
1  was  in  distress  :  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hear 
my  prayer."  "  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  my  cry, 
my  King  and  my  God ;  for  unto  thee  will  I  pray. 
My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning.  0  Lord, 
in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my  prayer  unto  thee,  and 
will  look  up."  Christ  is  the  Captain  of  our  salvation ; 
thus  we  are  to  follow  him,  and  so  overcome,  as  ho 
overcame. 

"  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law ; 
and  nothing  shall  offend  them." 

A  perverse  child  becomes  offended  with  his 
parent ;  so  when  we  draw  back  from  God,  we  be- 
come offended,  as  if  he  had  done  the  wrong,  and 
not  we;  but  " blessed  is  he  that  shall  not  be 
offended  in  me ;"  "  his  peace  shall  be  as  a  river,  and 
his  righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the  sea." 

u  Lord,  I  have  hoped  for  thy  salvation,  and 
done  thy  commandments. ' 

"  Do  we  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ?  God 
forbid ;  yea,  we  establish  the  law."    It  was  thus 
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that  Christ  obeyed ;  not  in  the  letter,  but  in  the 
spirit,  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  giveth 
life  ;  "  he  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honour- 
able," but  not  in  the  letter,  for  if  by  the  letter,  he 
could  not  have  been  an  example  to  us,  "  for  by  the 
works  of  the  law  no  flesh  can  be  justified ;"  the 
great  motive  power  was  ever  present  with  Christ, 
'■  Lord,  I  have  hoped  for  thy  salvation,  and  done 
thy  commandments,"  so  it  must  be  with  his 
followers,  "  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him, 
purifieth  himself  even  as  he  is  pure." 

"  My  soul  hath  kept  thy  testimonies ;  and  I 
love  them  exceedingly." 

"  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste,  yea, 
sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth."  I  love  thy 
commandments  above  gold,  yea,  above  fine  gold ;" 
thus  he  beheld  such  beauty  in  God's  testimonies 
that  he  loved  them  exceedingly.  No  language 
could  more  fully  express  the  intense  ardour  of  his 
soul  after  God,  and  his  entire  devotedness  to  him. 

"  I  have  kept  thy  precepts  and  thy  testimonies ; 
for  all  my  ways  are  before  thee." 

Thus  spake  the  one  perfect  man,  Christ  Jesus ; 
he  only  of  all  the  sons  of  men,  "  did  always  those 
things  that  please  God;"  and  thus  he  is  "the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that 
believeth ;"  he  is  the  Lord  our  righteousness,  and 
at  the  same  time  our  bright  example. 

"  Let  my  cry  come  near  before  thee,  0  Lord : 
give  me  understanding  through  thy 
word," 
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"  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him, 
and  saved  him  out  of  all  his  troubles :"  he  cried  unto 
God  with  his  voice,  even  unto  God  with  his  voice, 
and  he  gave  ear  unto  him  "  he  said,  "  Bow  down 
thine  ear,  0  Lord,  hear  me,  for  I  am  poor  and 
needy :"  let  my  cry  come  before  thee,  give  me 
understanding  through  thy  word."  Goa  heard 
his  prayer,  and  poured  upon  him  "  the  Spirit  of 
wisdom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel 
and  might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  :  and  did  make  him  of  quick  under- 
standing in  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

"Let  my  supplication  come  before  thee: 
deliver  me  according  to  thy  word." 

"  My  lips  shall  utter  praise,  when  thou  hast 
taught  me  thy  statutes." 

"  I  will  praise  thee  with  uprightness  of  heart, 
when  I  shall  have  learned  thy  righteous  judgments  : 
open  thou  my  lips,  and  my  mouth  shall  shew  forth 
thy  praise."  thus  did  he  glorify  his  Father  upon  the 
earth  for  "  Whoso  offereth  praise,  glorifieth  me." 

"  My  tongue  shall  speak  of  thy  word :  for  all 
thy  commandments  are  righteousness." 

"My  lips  shall  greatly  rejoice  when  I  sing  unto 
thee  ;  ana  my  soul  which  thou  hast  redeemed.  My 
tongue  also  shall  talk  of  thy  righteousness  all  the 
daylong:"  my  tongue  shall  speak  of  thy  word ;  for 
all  thy  commandments  are  righteousness.  "It  is 
the  same  speaker  from  first  to  last,  who  thus  gives 
utterance  to  the  wonderful  ardour  of  his  soul  to  the 
great  God ;  "  his  God  and  our  God." 
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"  Let  thine  hand  help  me  :  for  I  have  chosen 
thy  precepts." 

His  prayer  for  help  was  heard,  for  thus  saith  Je- 
hovah," I  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righteousness, 
and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  for  a  light  of  the 
Gentiles.  (Isaiah  xlii  6.)  He  chose  God's  precepts ; 
they  were  his  delight :  "  my  soul  hath  kept  thy  tes- 
timonies, and  I  love  them  exceedingly/'  hence  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  him  in  all  the  mighty 
works  which  he  did ;  and  he  gave  him  to  be  a  "light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  trie  glory  of  his  people 
Israel." 

"  I  have  longed  for  thy  salvation,  0  Lord : 
and  thy  law  is  my  delight." 

Jacob  waited  for  God's  salvation :  but  Christ 
longed,  yea,  fainted  for  it,  saying,  "  when  shall  I 
come  and  appear  before  God  I  The  more  closely 
we  follow  Christ,  the  more  shall  we  delight  in  his  law. 
To  delight  in  his  law  is  to  delight  in  himself,  for 
"God  is  love,  and  every  one  that  loveth  is  born  of 
God  and  knoweth  God :  he  that  loveth  not,  knoweth 
not  God,  for  God  is  love." 

"  Let  my  soul  live  and  it  shall  praise  thee ;  and 
let  thy  judgments  help  me." 

As  Christ  lived  by  the  Father,  and  on  the  Father, 
so  must  we  live  on  Christ. 


u 


I  have  gone  astray  like  a  lost  sheep :  seek 
thy  servant ;  for  I  do  not  forget  thy  com- 
mandments." 
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Not  he,  but  we,  "  all  we,  like  sheep,  have 
gone  astray,  and  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way 
and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all. 
It  is  by  forgetting  God's  commandments,  that  we 
go  astray  ;  thus  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence 
forbids  the  supposition  of  a  personal  departure  from 
righteousness :  for  he  says,  "  I  do  not  forget  thy  com- 
mandments." He  came  to  seek  and  to  save  them 
that  were  lost,  them  who  had  gone  astray ;  but  he 
himself  went  not  astray,  for  '•  the  law  of  his  God 
was  within  his  heart/'  He  never  diverged  an  iota 
from  the  straight  path ;  he  knew  no  sin  from  the 
hour  of  his  birth  until  the  moment  when  he  gave  up 
the  ghost ;  thus  presenting  himself  without  spot 
unto  God :  hence  the  testimony  pronounced  upon 
on  him  from  above,  ''This  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased." 


PSALM    CXX. 

1.  In  my  distress  I  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
heard  me. 

2.  Deliver  my  soul  0  Lord,  from  lying  lipe,  and 
from  a  deceitful  tongue. 

3.  What  shall  be  giren  unto  theef  or  what  shall 
be  done  unto  thee,  thou  false  tongue  1 

4.  Sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of 
juniper. 

5.  Woe  is  me,  that  I  sojourn  in  Mesech,  that 
I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar ! 

6.  My  soul  hath  long  dwelt  with  him  that  hateth 
peace. 

7.  I  am  for  peace :  but  when  I  speak,  they  are  for 
war. 

"  In  my  distress  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  and  he 
heard  me." 

In  his  distress  he  poured  out  his  sorrows  before 
God,  and  from  him  he  found  relief :  he  did  not  come 
with  his  burdens  to  men,  either  for  sympathy  or  help, 
for  he  knew  that  vain  is  the  help  of  men.  Men 
are  like  Job's  comforters,  they  add  to,  rather  than 
diminish  our  sorrow.  There  were  many  came  to 
Martha  and  Maiy  to  cmfort  them  concerning  their 
brother.  Jesus  also  came  to  comfort  them  con- 
cerning their  brother ;  how  widely  different  were 
the  consolations!  theirs  at  the  best  was  but 
sympathy;  but  the  Lord  gave  them  tears  of  joy 
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instead  of  tears  of  sorrow :  "  he  turned  their 
mourning  into  dancing,  took  off  their  sack-cloth, 
and  girded  them  with  gladness."  Christ  is  the  same 
yesterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever. 

"  Deliver  my  soul,  0  Lord,  from  lying  Up3,  and 
from  a  deceitful  tongue." 

"  I  hate  and  abhor  lying,  but  thy  law  do  I  love" 
•'  he  that  telleth  lies  shall  not  tarry  in  my  sight." 
"Thou  wilt  destroy  them  that  speak  leasing,  the 
Lord  will  abhor  the  bloody  ana  deceitful  man ;" 
from  all  such  persons  our  Lord  prays  that  he  may 
be  delivered ;  to  all  such  he  will  on  that  day  say, 
"  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not,  all  ye  that  work 
iniquity."  Lying  is  loathesome  to  Christ ;  it  is  as 
the  charnel-house  of  death  ;  "  Ye  are  of  your  father, 
the  Devil ;  he  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning ; 
when  he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  own, 
for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the  father  of  it." 

"  What  shall  be  given  unto  thee  ?  or   what 
shall  be  done  unto  thee,  false  tongue  ?" 

In  the  sight  of  Christ  the  evil  of  lying  is  enor- 
mous ;  and  the  punishment  deserved  dv  those  who 
do  it,  and  who  go  on  still  in  their  wickedness  will 
be  proportionate. 

"  Sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty  with  coals  of 


juniper 


"  God  will  shoot  at  them  with  an  arrow ; 
suddenly  shall  thev  be  wounded :"  "  he  will  take  them 
away  and  pluck  them  out  of  their  dwelling  place  and 
root  them  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :"  and  after  he 
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hath  destroyed  the  body,  he  will  cast  both  soul  and 
body  into  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched  "  all  liars  shall  have  their  part 
in  the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone." 

"  Woe  is  me,  that  I  dwell  in  Mesech,  that  I 
sojourn  in  the  tents  of  Kedar." 

It  was  a  great  sacrifice  which  the  Son  of  God 
made,  when  he  left  the  glories  of  heaven,  to  come 
and  dwell  amongst  men.  One  brought  up  in  a 
palace,  suddenly  transferred  into  a  peasant's  hut 
would  feel  a  great  change  for  the  worse ;  how  then 
muBt  he  have  felt,  to  leave  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
where  from  eternity  he  had  dwelt  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Father ;  where  he  was  accustomed  to  receive 
the  adorations  of  angels ;  now  to  dwell  among  sin- 
ners and  be  surrounded  with  moral  contamination  ? 
"Woe  is  me,  that  I  dwell  in  Mesech,  that  I  sojourn  in 
the  tents  of  Kedar." 

"  My  soul  hath  long  dwelt  with  him  that  hateth 
peace." 

He  complains  of  the  absence  of  all  that  goodness 
with  which  he  had  been  familiar  in  heaven,  as  the 
Lord  of  hosts :  there  all  is  peace  and  harmony,  and 
love  ;  here,  men  are  "  hateful  and  hating  one 
another ;"  "  continually  are  they  gathered  together 
for  war."     Where  sin  abounds,  there  cannot  be 

Seace.  "Men  are  full  of  envy,  murder,  debate, 
eceit,  malignity,  whisperers,  backbiters,  haters 
of  God ;"  "his  righteous  soul  was  vexed  from  day 
to  day  with  their  unlawful  deeds." 

"  I  am  for  peace :  but  when  I  speak,  they  are 
for  war." 
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Wliile  hatred  exists,  there  will  be  war:  Christ  is 
the  prince  of  peace ;  he  came  to  instil  into  men's 
minds  the  heaven  born  principle  of  love,  and  so  give 
peace;  but  men  would  not  hearken  to  hiY4 voice,  nor 
come  to  him  that  they  might  have  life:  "  1  am  for 
peace ;  but  when  I  speak,  they  are  for  war." 
When  he  comes  in  his  glory,  the  second  time,  ^  he 
will  destroy  all  the  people  that  delight  in  war ;  he 
will  sweep  the  earth  as  with  a  besom,  and  exter- 
minate all  that  love  iniquity :  then  there  will  be 
peace,  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as  the  moon 
endureth,  even  for  ever  and  ever.  He  who  is  the 
Prince  of  Peace  shall  reign  as  universal  monarchy 
and  his  word  shall  be  law  to  all  the  earth :  "  nation 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more." 


PSALM   CXXL 

1.  I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  from 
whence  cometh  my  help. 

2.  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made 
heaven  and  earth. 

3.  He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved :  be 
that  keepth  thee  will  not  slumber. 

4.  Behold,  he  that  keepth  Israel  shall  neither 
slumber  nor  sleep. 

5.  The  Lord  is  thy  keeper;  the  Lord  is  thy 
shade  upon  thy  right  hand. 

6.  The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  by  day,  nor  the 
moon  by  night. 

7.  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil : 
he  shall  preserve  thy  soul. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out,  and 
thy  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  for 
evermore. 

"  Shall  I  lift  up  mine  eves  unto  the  hills  ?  from 
whence  doth  my  help  come  f  " 

"  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  who  made 
the  heaven  and  the  earth." 

When  the  children  of  Israel  worshipped  idols, 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes  to  the  hills ;  "  upon  a 
lofty  and  high  mountain  did  they  set  their  bed,  and 
thither  they  went  to  offer  sacrifice.,,  (Isaiah  lvii.  7). 
"The  sin  of  Judah  is  written  with  a  pen  of  iron,  with 
the  point  of  a  diamond  ;  it  is  graven  upon  the  table 
of  their  heart,  and  upon  the  norns  of  your  altars ; 


THOU  ART  MY  SERVANT,  0  ISRAEL.  605 

whilst  their  children  remember  their  altars,  and  their 
groves  by  the  green  trees,  upon  the  high  hills." 
( Jer.  xvii.  1.)  Thither  they  went  up,  and  there  they 
bowed  down  before  stocks  and  stones,  and  said 
"Deliver  me,  for  thou  art  my  God."  This  scripture 
therefore,  should  be  thus  rendered,  being  depreca- 
tory of  such  abominations,  "  Should  I  lift  up  mine 
eyes  to  the  hills,  and  bow  myself  down  to  a  strange 
God?  Should  I  expect  aid  from  an  inanimate 
object,  the  workmanship  of  men's  hands,  which 
hath  eyes,  and  seeth  not,  which  hath  ears  and 
heareth  not  ?  God  forbid  ;  they  are  all  vanity  ;  an 
abomination  is  he  that  chooseth  them.  From 
whence  then  doth  my  help  come  ?  My  help  cometh 
from  him,  who  stretcheth  out  the  heaveiis  alone, 
and  spreadeth  forth  the  earth  by  himself! 

"  He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved  :  he 
that  keepeth  thee  will  not  slumber." 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  have  the  God  of  Jacob 
for  their  help,  and  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  their 
God."  He  will  not  suffer  their  feet  to  be  moved. 
Thus  it  was  with  Christ.  "  My  foot  standeth  in  an 
even  place :  in  the  congregations  m  ill  I  bless  the 
Lord.* 

"  Behold  he  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither 
slumber  nor  sleep." 

God  calls  his  son  by  the  name  of  Israel,  and  saith 
unto  him,  thus,  "Thou  art  my  servant,  0  Israel 
in  whom  I  will  be  glorified."  "I  the  Lord  have  called 
thee  in  righteousness,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and 
will  keep  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  cpvenant  of  the 
people,  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles."  (Isaiah,  xlix  3.) 
So  also  Christ  i«  now  the  shepherd  of    his  spiritual 
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Israel,  not  of  the  Jews  only,  but  also  of  the  Gentiles, 
until  the  completion  of  his  elect :  then  he  enters  upon 
a  much  more  extensive  work,  when  all  (the  literal) 
Israel  shall  be  saved.     Now  he  is  the  invisible  shep- 
herd ;  but  then  he  will  be  made  manifest,  as  it  is 
written  in  Isaiah,  xl  10.  "Behold  the  Lord  God 
will  come  with  strong  hand  and  his  arm  shall  rule 
for  him ;  behold,  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his 
work  before  him,     He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
shepherd :  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm, 
and  carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead 
those  that  are   with  young."     It  is  then,  Christ 
properly  commences  his  great  work  as  a  shepherd 
visibly  in  the  earth  ;  a  work  of  endless  duration : 
"  Then  shall  they  know  that  I,  the  Lord  their  God 
am  with  them,  and  that  they,  even  the  house  of 
Israel,  are  my  people,  saith  the  Lord  God  :"  "and  ye 
my  flock,  the  Aock  of  my  pasture,  are  men,  and  I 
am  your  God,  saith  the  Lord  God."      (Ezekiel, 
xxxiv  30.)     It  is  concerning  this  eternal  pastorate 
that  the  words  of  this  Psalm  have  reference ;  and 
to  understand  it  aright,  it  must  thus  be  viewed. 
All  that  is  past,  and  all  that  is  future,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  second  advent,  is  but  the  introduction 
to  the  great  work  that  is  to  follow :  probably  six 
thousand  years  will  complete  this  introduction ;  and 
what  proportion  do  they  bear  to  the  eternal  future 
beyond,  where  thousands  of  millions  of  years  will 
be  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean  !  "  Israel  will  blossom 
and  bud,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit :" 
then  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  Shepherd,  and 
his  sanctuary  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  them  for  ever* 
more. 

"The  Lord  is  thy  keeper;  the  Lord  is  thy 
shade  upon  thy  right  hand." 
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•*  The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  by  day,  nor  the 
moon  by  night." 

For,  "  behold,  a  King  shall  reign  in  righteous- 
ness, and  princes  shall  rule  in  judgment ;  and  a 
man  shall  be  as  an  hiding-place  from  the  wind,  and 
a  covert  from  the  tempest ;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a 
a  dry  place :  as  the  snadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land/'  (Isaiah  xxxii.  1.)  This  man,  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  the  King  of  glory,  he  will  be  the  Keeper 
of  Israel ;  their  shade  upon  their  right  hand,  so  tnat 
the  sun  shall  not  smite  them  by  day,  nor  the  moon 
by  night. 

"  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil : 
he  shall  preserve  thy  soul." 

Israel  shall  be  his  vinevard  of  red  wine.  "  I  the 
Lord,  do  keep  it,  I  will  water  it  every  moment ; 
lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day."  The 
eyes  of  the  Lord  will  be  over  them  continually  for 
good,  and  his  ear  will  be  open  to  their  prayers. 
u  Before  they  call,  I  will  answer,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  while  they  are  yet  speaking,  I  will  hear."  I 
will  preserve  them  from  all  evu;  I  will  preserve 
their  soul." 

"  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out  and 
thy  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth,  and 
for  evermore." 

From  that  time  forth,  even  from  the  day  that  he 
shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  and  be  inau- 
gurated on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  as  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  From  tne  day  *'  when 
he  shall  have  washed  away  the  filth  of  the  daugh- 
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ters  of  Zion,  and  have  purged  the  blood  of  Jerusa- 
lem from  the  midst  thereof,  by  the  spirit  of  judg- 
merit,  and  by  the  spirit  of  burning ;"  from  that  d&j 
forth,  and  for  evermore  will  the  Lord  preserve  their 
going  out  and  their  coming  in  :  violence  shall  be 
no  more  heard  in  the  land  ;  wasting  nor  destruc- 
tion within  their  border :  "and  ye  shall  be  my  peo- 
le,  and  I  will  be  your  God ;  and  your  land  shall 
e  a  delightsome  land,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :"  it 
shall  be  the  glory  of  all  lands,  with  Jerusalem 
for  its  centre ;  then  to  become,  (and  for  ever 
continue  to  be)  "  the  perfection  of  beauty,  the  joy 
of  the  whole  earth ;"  for  there  the  glorious  Lord 
will  have  his  habitation ;  and  the  city,  and  all  its 
surroundings,  will  be  illumined  with  his  glory. 


i 
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1.  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us 
go  into  the  house  of  the  LorcL 

2.  Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  0  Jeru- 
salem. 

3.  Jerusalem  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  compact 
together : 

4.  Whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord,  unto  the  testimony  of  Israel,  to  give  thanks 
unto  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

5.  For  there  are  set  thrones  of  judgment  the 
thrones  of  the  house  of  David. 

6.  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem :  they  shall 
prosper  that  love  thee. 

7.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces. 

8.  For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes,  I 
will  now  say,  Peace  be  within  thee. 

9.  Because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our.  God  I 
will  seek  thy  good. 

"  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let  us  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord." 

The  speaker,  now,  as  always  throughout  the 
Psalms,  is  Christ,  and  none  other :  he  was  glad,  even 
when  as  a  child,  they  said  unto  him,  "Let  us  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  The  house  of  the 
Lord  was  the  temple  at  Jerusalem:  thither  the 
people  went  in  flocks,  on  their  stated  feasts,  from 
all  the  cities  of  Judah :  and  thither  he  went  from 
40  vou  nf 
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Nazareth,  to  worship  the  Lord  in  his  holy  temple. 
I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me.  Let  us  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  I  went  with  the 
multitude,  I  went  with  them  to  the  house  of  God 
with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise  ;  with  a  multitude 
who  kept  holiday."  (Psalnu  xlii  4.)  It  was  his 
Father's  house :  thither  he  went  to  worship  God 
his  exceeding  joy,  he  knew  its  destruction  was  ap- 
proaching, for  the  iniquity  of  his  people,  yet,  by  faith 
he  saw,  when  it  should  be  said  to  it,  "  Thy  foundation 
shall  be  laid."  To  that  future  he  looked  forward 
with  joy :  and  now  speaks  of  it  as  an  accomplished 
fact. 

"  Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates  O  Jeru- 
salem." 

The  city  shall  be  built  upon  its  own  heap :  upon 
the  debris  of  the  ruins  of  many  generations  will  the 
Lord  build  again  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  "Behold 
the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that  the  city 
shall  be  built  to  the  Lord,  from  the  tower  of  Ha- 
naneel  unto  the  gate  of  the  corner :  and  the  mea- 
suring line  shall  yet  go  forth  over  against  it,  upon 
the  hill  Gareb,  and  shall  compass  about  to  Goath  : 
and  the  whole  valley  of  the  dead  bodies,  and  of 
the  ashes,  and  all  the  fields  unto  the  brook  of  Kidron, 
unto  the  corner  of  the  horse  ^ate,  towards  the  east, 
shall  be  holy  unto  the  Lord ;  it  shall  not  be  plucked 
up,  nor  thrown  down,  any  more  for  ever."  (Jer. 
xxxi.  38.)  In  those  days,  and  in  that  time,  "  Our 
feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  0  Jerusalem," 
"  for  then,  thou  shalt  be  called,  The  city  of  righte- 
ousness :  the  faithful  city."  "  Thy  people  also  shall 
be  all  righteous:  they  shall  inherit  the  land  for 
ever ;  the  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my 
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hands,  that  I  may  be  glorified  :"  "  a  little  one  shall 
become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  na- 
tion :  I,  the  Lord,  will  hasten  it  in  its  time."  (Isaiah 
lx.  21.) 

"  Jerusalem  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  com- 
pact together." 

"  Whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord,  unto  the  testimony  of  Israel,  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

When  Jerusalem  is  rebuilt,  "her  gates  shall  be 
salvation,  and  her  walls  praise."  Jerusalem  shall 
then  be  "  a  tabernacle  that  shall  never  be  taken 
down ;  not  one  of  the  stakes  thereof  shall  ever  be 
broken,  nor  any  of  the  cords  be  loosed  :  it  will  be 
a  permanent  structure ;  millions  of  years  will  not 
deteriorate  the  beauty  or  glory  of  its  fabric ;  it 
shall  stand  for  ever,  for  thus  saith  the  Lord  con- 
cerning Jerusalem,  "  0  thou  afflicted,  tossed  with 
tempest  and  not  comforted,  behold,  I  will  lay  thy 
stones  with  fair  colours  ;  and  will  lay  thy  foun- 
dations with  sapphires ;  I  will  make  tny  windows 
of  agates,  and  tny  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy 
borders  of  precious  stones  ;  and  all  thy  children 
shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  the 
peace  of  thy  children,"  (Isaiah  liv.  11.)  Then  they 
shall  walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her ; 
they  shall  tell  the  towers  thereof ;  mark  well  her 
bulwarks,  and  consider  her  palaces :  they  shall  see 
a  city  that  is  compact  together,  perfect  in  beauty, 
resplendently  glorious :  a  city  unique,  compared 
witn  which  Babylon  in  all  her  glory,  was  but  as  a 
tiny  star  of  the  smallest  magnitude.  Thither,  as  in 
days  of  old,  will  the  tribes  go  up  on  their  appointed 
festivals,  unto  the  testimony  of  Jacob,  to  give  thanks 
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unto  the  name  of  the  Lord :  for  all  the  statutes,  and 
laws,  and  ordinances,  which  God  gave  to  the  child- 
ren of  Israel  by  Moses,  are  for  perpetual  observance 
throughout  their  (endless  series  of)  generations. 
Like  tne  ordinances  of  heaven,  they  are  immutable : 
"  his  words  are  true  from  the  beginning,  and  every 
one  of  his  righteous  judgments  continueth  for  ever." 

"  There    are  set  thrones  of  judgment*  the 
thrones  of  the  house  of  David." 

"  I  saw  thrones,  and  they  sat  upon  them."  Thus 
said  the  prophet,  when  he  beheld  in  vision  the  first 
resurrection ;  he  saw  the  thrones  of  the  princes, 
who  are  to  rule  in  judgment,  to  whom  the  Lord 
said,  "  Ye  are  they  who  have  followed  me,  and 
continued  with  me  in  my  temptations ;  (therefore) 
in  the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  sit 
upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also  shall  sit  (with 
him^  on  thrones,  judging  (ruling  over,  directing, 
governing,  instructing,  and  watching  over)  the 
tribes  of  Israel."  Having  looked  into  the  glorious 
future,  when  "  thy  will  shall  be  done  upon  earth/ 
he  returns  to  Jerusalem,  as  she  now  is,  "afflicted* 
tossed  with  tempest,"  and  trodden  down  of  the 
Gentiles ;  and  exhorts  all  who  fear  God  to 

"  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ;  (for)  they 
snail  prosper  that  love  thee." 

"  All  ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not 
silence,  and  give  him  no  rest,  till  he  establish,  and 
till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth."  (See 
Isaiah  Ixii.  6).  To  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem, 
is  the  same  as  to  pray  "  Thy  kingdom  come  j"  for 
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then  the  kingdom  shall  be  the  Lord's,  and  he  will 
be  the  "  governor  among  the  nations."  It  is  one 
with  the  prayer  of  the  apostle,  "  Even  so,  come 
Lord  Jemis ;"  then  is  the  time  of  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  of  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth 
of  all  his  holy  prophets.  In  praying  for  the  peace 
of  Jerusalem,  we  are  praying  for  the  day  of  the 
'manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God,  when  they  (the 
righteous)  "  who  dwell  in  the  dust  shall  awake  and 
sing,  and  their  dew  shall  be  as  the  dew  of  herbs." 
It  is  the  time  of  the  end,  or  rather  the  end  of  time. 
It  is  the  period  when  trouble  and  sorrow  and  sighing 
shall  end,  and  unending  joy  and  gladness  com- 
mence. It  is  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance, 
upon  the  masses  of  wicked  men,  who  are  alive  at 
his  coming ;  but  soon  "  the  indignation  will  ceasd, 
and  his  anger  in  their  destruction."  The  earth  shall 
be  at  rest,  and  be  quiet,  and  all  nature  will  break 
forth  into  singing,  before  the  Lord,  because  he 
cometh  to  take  away  the  curse,  and  introduce  the 
blessing.  "The  earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  and 
God,  even  our  own  God,  shall  bless  us ;  God  shall 
bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  fear  him." 

"Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces." 

This  is  the  prayer  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ; 
and  truly  "  the  night  is  far  spent,  and  the  day  is 
"at  hand ;"  "blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord, 
when  he  cometh,  shall  find  watching ;  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  he  shall  make  him  ruler  of  all  his  house." 

"  For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes,  I 
will  now  say,  peace  be  within  thee." 
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Who  are  his  brethren,  and  who  are  his  com- 

Stanions  ?  "  Whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my 
father,  who  is  in  heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother, 
and  sister,  and  mother :"  and  again,  "  I  am  a  com- 
panion of  all  them  who  fear  thee,  and  of  them  who 
keep  thy  precepts."  For  *•  their  sakes,  therefore,  I 
will  now  say,  peace  be  within  thee ;  peace  be 
within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces." 
For  in  the  day  of  the  peace  of  Jerusalem,  my 
brethren  and  companions  shall  rejoice ;  in  that  day 
I  will  see  them  again,  and  their  joy  no  man  shall 
take  from  them. 

"  Because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God 
I  will  seek  thy  good.'* 

This  explains  the  fervour  of  his  desire  for  Jeru- 
salem's good,  because  then  the  worship  of  the  Host 
High  will  be  a  reality  in  all  the  earth,  throughout 
all  ages,  world  without  end. 


PSALM    CXXIII. 

1.  Unto  thee  lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  0  thou  that 
dwellest  in  the  heavens. 

2.  Behold,  as  the  eyes  of  servants  look  unto  the 
hand  of  their  masters,  and  as  the  eyes  of  a  maiden 
unto  the  hand  of  her  mistress ;  so  our  eyes  wait 
upon  the  Lord  our  God,  until  that  he  have  mercy 
upon  us. 

3.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  Lord,  have  mercy 
upon  us :  for  we  are  exceedingly  filled  with  con- 
tempt. 

4.  Our  soul  is  exceedingly  filled  with  the  scorning 
of  those  that  are  at  ease ;  and  with  the  contempt 
of  the  proud. 

"  Unto  thee  lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  O  thou  that 
dwellest  in  the  neavens ." 

"These  words  spake  Jesus,  and  lifted  up  his 
eves  to  heaven."  Did  he  see  anything,  or  any 
object  with  his  eyes  ?  Outwardly  he  saw  nothing, 
but  he  believed  that  God  was  truly  present;  he 
was  conscious  of  the  presence  of  his  disciples  around 
him,  so  was  he  conscious  that  the  ear  of  God  was 
open,  and  he  spake  because  he  believed ;  he  needed 
not  to  wait  until  stirred  up  to  a  consciousness  of 
the  divine  presence ;  for  that  consciousness  in  per- 
fection was  always  with  him.  God  was  his  secret 
abode ;  his  hiding  place,  to  which  he  did  continually 
resort.  He  really  spake  to  God,  as  one  man  would 
speak  to  another,  who  was  before  him  ;  thus  God 
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would  have  us  to  pray;  first,  come  near,  and  then 
speak ;  but  speak  not  until  God  is  before  your  eyes, 
otherwise  you  take  his  holy  name  in  vain.  Thus 
did  our  great  Exemplar  lift  up  his  eyes  unto  him 
who  dwelleth  in  the  heavens.  God  dwells  in  the 
heavens;  there  his  throne  is  prepared;  it  is  the 
throne  of  grace;  shadowed  by  living  cherubim, 
who  cease  not  day  and  night  to  cry,  "  Holy,  holy, 
holy  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  art,  and  wast,  and 
art  to  come."  The  time  is  near,  when  God  will 
remove  from  thence  the  place  of  his  throne;  "for 
God  hath  chosen  Zion,  he  hath  desired  it  for  his 
habitation,  saying,  here  will  I  dwell  for  ever,  this 
is  my  rest,  for  I  have  desired  it."  Incredible  as  it 
may  seem  to  us,  yet  is  it  true,  and  of  verity,  that 
God  will  dwell  with  man  upon  the  earth  ;  and  that 
this  world,  however  small  and  insignificant  in  the 
eyes  of  our  star-gazers  and  astronomers,  is  never- 
theless in  truth  the  determinate  and  eternal  abode 
of  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  in  whom  all  the  fulness 
of  the  triune  God  resideth  ;  but  now  (and  until  he 
hath  purified  the  earth  by  fire)  his  dwelling  is  in 
the  heavens;  whither  Jesus  lifted  up  his  eyes  saying, 

"  Behold,  as  the  eyes  of  servants  look  unto  the 
hand  of  their  masters,  and  as  the  eyes  of 
a  maiden  unto  the  hand  of  her  mistress ; 
so  our  eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord  our  God, 
until  he  have  mercy  upon  us." 

One  is  our  master,  even  Christ :  "  he  died,  and 
rose,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of 
the  dead  and  of  the  living ;"  thus  he  purchased  us 
by  the  sacrifice  of  himself :  he  purchased  us,  not 
that  he  might  transfer  us  from  one  slavery  to 
another ;  but  that  he  might  raise  us  from  slavery 
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into  freedom,  that  we  might  become  free  men  in 
Christ ;  "  for  if  the  Son  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed :"  if  we  continue  in  his  word, 
we  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
us  free. 

"  Have  mercy  upon  us,  0  Lord,  have  mercy 

upon  us;  for  we  are  exceedingly  filled 

with  contempt." 
"  Our  soul  is  exceedingly  filled  with  the  scorning 

of  those  that  are  at  ease ;  and  with  the 

contempt  of  the  proud." 

As  the  eyes  of  servants  wait  upon  the  hand  of 
their  masters,  so  will  the  remnant  of  Israel  be  found 
waiting  on  the  Lord.  Before  he  exalts,  he  first 
brings  low :  so  it  was  with  Joseph ;  with  Moses ; 
with  Elijah ;  and  especially  with  Christ,  who  was 
brought  down  into  the  lowest  depths  of  hell,  and 
from  thence  ascended  up  far  above  all  heavens, 
that  he  might  fill  all  things.  Israel  will  be  brought 
very  low,  on  the  eve  of  his  great  exaltation  ;  as  it 
was  on  that  day,  when  God  appeared  to  Moses  in 
the  burning  bush,  and  said,  "  1  have  seen,  I  have 
seen  the  affliction  of  my  people,  who  are  in  Egypt, 
and  am  come  down  to  deliver  them."  At  that  time 
their  soul  was  exceedingly  filled  with  the  scorning 
of  those  that  were  at  ease,  and  with  the  contempt 
of  the  proud ;  and  so  it  shall  be  before  their  final 
emancipation ;  "when  Israel  shall  be  saved  in  the 
Lord  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  he  shall  not  be 
ashamed,  nor  confounded,  world  without  end." 
•  (Isaiah  xlviii.) 


PSALM    CXXIV. 

1.  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our 
side,  now  may  Israel  say ; 

2.  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our 
side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us : 

3.  Then  they  had  swallowed  us  up  quick,  when 
their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us  : 

4.  Then  the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us,  the 
stream  had  gone  over  our  soul : 

5.  Then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our 
soul. 

6.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  us 
as  a  prey  to  their  teeth. 

7.  Our  soul  is  escaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snare 
of  the  fowler :  the  snare  is  broken,  and  we  are 
escaped. 

8.  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth. 

"  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our 

side,  now  may  Israel  say." 
"  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our 

side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us ;" 
"  Then  they  had  swallowed  us  up  quick,  when 

their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us." 

This  is  a  song  of  thanksgiving  to  God  from  Israel, 
in  the  day  when  God  shall  make  bare  his  holy  arm 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations.  In  that  day  "  he  will  re- 
member his  mercy  and  truth  toward  the  house  of 
Israel."    In  that  day  Antichrist  and  his  armies  will 
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be  gathered  together,  to  fight  against  the  Lord  and 
his  anointed,  and  also  with  the  intention  of  annihi- 
lating God's  ancient  people ;  "  for  their  wrath  shall 
be  kindled  against  them :"  but  in  that  day,  "  the 
Lord  will  be  on  their  side,  and  will  shew  himself 
mighty  on  their  behalf :"  "  And  the  Lord  shall  be 
seen  over  them,  and  bis  arrow  shall  go  forth  as  the 
lightning."  "  He  will  send  forth  his  arrows,  and 
scatter  his  (and  their)  enemies ;  he  will  shoot  forth 
his  lightnings  and  discomfit  them  ;"  "  then  shall 
they  say.  as  in  the  words  of  the  46th  Psalm,  "  The 
Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our 
refuge."  But  for  this  sudden,  unexpected,  and  all- 
powerful  intervention — 

"  Then  the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us,  and 
the  stream  had  gone  over  our  soul." 

"  Then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our 
soul." 

The  "  waters"  are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and 
nations,  and  tongues,  even  Antichrist,  with  his 
almost  innumerable  army;  as  it  is  written,  "Be- 
hold, the  Lord  bringeth  up  upon  them,  the  waters 
of  the  river,  strong  and  many,  even  the  King  of 
Assyria,  and  all  his  glory ;  and  he  shall  come  up 
over  all  his  channels,  and  go  over  all  his  banks ; 
and  he  shall  pass  through  Judah ;  he  shall  over- 
flow and  go  over ;  he  shall  reach  even  to  the  neck, 
and  the  stretching  out  of  his  wings  shall  fill  the 
breadth  of  thy  land,  0  Immanuel."  These  are  the 
proud  waters,  which,  but  for  their  Almighty 
deliverer,  would  have  gone  over  their  soul. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  who  hath  not  given  us 
as  a  prey  to  their  teeth." 
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"  Our  soul  is  escaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  snare 
of  the  fowler ;  the  snare  is  broken,  and  we 
are  escaped." 

"  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who 
made  the  heaven  and  the  earth." 

There  will  be  great  joy,  in  that  day,  when  the 
King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  shall  be  seen  as  the  Leader 
and  Commander  of  the  people  ;  "he  will  subdue  the 
people  under  them,  and  the  nations  under  their 
feet ;"  then  shall  they  sing  halleluiahs  to  the  God  of 
Jacob,  while  they  triumphantly  say,  "  Our  help  is 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  the  heaven 
and  the  earth." 


PSALM    CXXV. 

1.  They  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  as  mount 
Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for 
ever. 

2.  As  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
bo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people  from  hence- 
forth, even  for  ever. 

3.  For  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  upon 
the  lot  of  the  righteous ;  lest  the  righteous  put  forth 
their  hands  unto  iniquity. 

4.  Do  good,  0  Lord,  unto  those  that  be  good, 
and  to  them  that  are  upright  in  their  hearts. 

5.  As  for  such  as  turn  aside  unto  their  crooked 
ways,  the  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth  with  the 
workers  of  iniquity :  but  peace  shall  be  upon  Israel. 

"  They  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount 
Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but 
abideth  for  ever/' 

"  They  that  know^thy  name  will  put  their  trust 
in  thee."  Thy  name  is  love.  "  In  this  was  mani- 
fested the  love  of  God,  because  that  God  sent  his 
only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might 
live  through  him."  We  trust  in  God,  that  having 
forgiven  us  all  trespasses,  he  will  perform  to  us  his 
gracious  promise  of  eternal  life.  Abraham  trusted 
in  God,  when  he  was  persuaded  that  what  God 
had  promised  he  was  able  also  to  perform.  All  our 
fathers  trusted  in  God,  and  were  delivered ;  they 
trusted,  and  were  not  confounded.  God  is  faithful 
who  hath  promised ;  to  rest  on  his  faithfulness  is  to 
trust  in  him ;  and  they  that  trust  in  him  shall  be  as 
the  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but 
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abideth  for  ever.  There  is  a  day  coming,  when  all 
the  mountains  of  the  earth  will  skip  like  rams,  and 
the  hillelike  lambs.  "  The  mountains  shall  depart, 
and  the  hills  be  removed ;"  but  "  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord's  house, "  the  mountain  on  which  the  house 
of  the  Lord  shall  be  built,  will  remain  unmoved 
amid  the  general  wreck  ;  it  will  be  the  only 
exception  on  that  day,  when  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up.  Jerusa- 
lem will  remain  in  peaceful  majesty  and  beauty, 
while  all  the  earth  is  m  turmoil  and  utter  confusion : 
it  shall  stand  for  ever ;  so  also  shall  the  man,  whose 
confidence  rests  on  God,  be  secure  amid  the  wreck 
of  **ges,  and  the  crash  of  kingdoms.  The  Lord  of 
hosts  will  be  with  him;  the  God  of  Jacob  his 
refuge. 

"  As  the  mountains  are  rouud  about  Jerusalem, 
so  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people  from 
henceforth,  even  for  ever." 

The  words  "from  henceforth"  intimate  a  time  com- 
ing, when  his  everlasting  arms  will  be  around  them. 
They  are  for  the  comiort  of  the  literal  stock  of 
Abraham,  in  the  day  when  he  will  make  a  new  and 
an  everlasting  covenant  with  them,  to  be  their  God, 
and  to  take  them  for  his  people.  From  henceforth 
and  for  ever  he  will  be  a  wall  of  fire  around  them 
for  protection,  and  their  glory  in  the  midst  of  them. 

"  For  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  upon 
the  lot  of  the  righteous ;  lest  the  righteous 
put  forth  their  hands  unto  iniquity." 

When  the  Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  so 
all  Israel  shall  be  saved ;  from  that  day,  the  rod  of 
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the  wicked  will  no  more,  as  heretofore.,  rest  upon 
them ;  a«  it  is  written,  (Isaiah  ix.  4,)  "  For  thou 
hast  broken  the  yoke  of  his  burden,  and  (hast  re- 
moved) the  staff,  off  his  shoulder,  (even)  the  rod  of 
the  oppressor,  as  in  the  day  of  Midian."  No  more 
will  the  hand  of  violence  molest  them ;  everlasting 
peace  shall  be  in  all  their  dwellings,  "  quietness  and 
assurance  for  ever." 

"  Do  good,  0  Lord,  to  those  that  be  good,  to 
those  that  are  upright  in  their  heart." 

When  God  brings  in  "everlasting  righteousness," 
then  he  will  make  them  good;  they  shall  be  a 
willing  people,  in  the  day  of  his  power;  and  God 
will  continue  his  goodness  to  them  without  inter- 
mission, and  without  end :  "  he  will  continue  his 
loving-kindness  to  them  that  know  him,  and  his 
righteousness  to  the  upright  in  heart."  (Psalm 
xxxvi.  10). 

"  As  for  such  as  turn  aside  unto  their  crooked 
ways,  the  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity." 

There  is  but  one  end  for  all  whose  ways  are 
crooked,  who  turn  aside  from  the  straight  path 
which  leads  to  glory,  honour  and  immortality :  they 
will  have  the  same  doom  as  the  murderers,  the 
drunkards,  the  adulterers,  and  whoremongers,. 

"  But  peace  shall  be  upon  Israel." 

Israel  shall  no  more  be  ashamed :  his  face  shall 
no  more  wax  pale  :  his  seed  shall  not  at  any  future 

Eeriod,  in    their  endless  history,  depart  from  the 
iord :  everlasting  peace  shall  be  unto  them. 


PSALM    CXXVI. 

1.  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of 
Zion,  m  e  were  like  them  that  dream. 

2.  Then  was  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter,  and 
our  tongue  with  singing :  then  said  they  among  the 
heathen,  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  them. 

3.  The  lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us; 
whereof  we  are  glad. 

4.  Turn  again  our  captivity,  0  Lord,  as  the 
streams  in  the  south, 

5.  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  iu  joy. 

6.  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with 
rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him. 

"  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity 
of  Zion,  we  were  like  them  that  dream." 

"  Then  was  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter, 
(from  excess  of  joy)  and  our  tongue  with 
singing;  then  said  we  among  the  heathen, 
The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us. 

"The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us; 
whereof  we  are  glad," 

It  is  not  as  yet  an  accomplished  fact,  nor  will  be 
until  the  Salvation  of  Israel  shall  come  to  Zion ; 
then  Jacob  will  rejoice,  and  Israel  will  be  glad. 
When  the  year  of  his  redeemed  is  come,  and  the 
Lord  hath  had  mercy  on  his  afflicted,  and  brought 
them  to  the  border  of  his  inheritance,  the  transition 
will  be  so  great  as  to  seem  but  a  dream,  or  a  vision 
of  the  night.    They  shall  come  to  Zion  with  songs, 
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and  with  everlasting  joy  upon  their  beads :  they 
shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and 
sighing  shall  flee  away." 

"Turn  again    our  captivity,  0  Lord,  as  the 
streams  in  the  south." 

"  Save  us  0  Lord  our  God,  and  gather  us  from 
among  the  heathen,  and  we  shall  give  thanks  unto 
thy  holy  name,  and  triumph  in  thy  praise."  The 
condition  of  the  Jews  is  greatly  improved  of  late 
years;  although  they  still  are  scattered  and 
dispersed,  they  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  in  cap- 
tivity ;  many  thousands  of  them  migrate  to  Palestine 
without  let  or  hinderance :  but  as  they  "  sold  them- 
selves for  nought,  they  shall  be  redeemed  without 
money."  Palestine  must  return  into  the  possession 
of  her  children  without  fee  or  reward ;  and  this  shall 
be  accomplished  in  God's  good  time.  "But  yet, 
for  this  will  I  be  enquired  ofby  the  house  of  Israel 
saith  the  Lord,  to  do  it  for  them." 

"  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy." 
"  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again 
with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves  with 
him." 

There  is  a  sowing  time,  and  there  is  a  reaping 
time.  He  that  soweth  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  of 
man.  It  was  in  tears  that  he  sowed,  and  it  will  be 
in  joy  everlasting  that  he  shall  reap.  The  precious 
seed  is  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel ;  he  that 
heareth  it,  and  soweth  it,  must  go  fortn  weeping ; 
he  must  speak  because  he  believes ;  and  if  he  be- 
lieves, the  tears  of  alternate  joy  and  sorrow  will 
41  vol,  n. 
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not  fa3  to  suffuse  his  eyes ;  of  joy  over  them  who 
receive  his  word,  and  of  sorrow  over  them  who  re- 
ject it  The  Lord  himself  was  never  seen  to  laui 
was  often  seen  to  weep ;  and  so  were  his  apostiee, 
"  especially  he  who  laboured  more  abundantly  than 
they  all ;".  his  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  was 
written  with  many  tears. .  Concerning  certain  false 
prophets  he  said,  "  I  now  tell  you,  even  weeping, 
that  they  are  the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ." 
Tears  flow  from  eyes  whose  hearts  are  sincere; 
and  they  only  may  expect  to  come  again  with  re- 
joicing, bringing  their  sheaves  with  them ;  these 
are  the  preachers  who  shall  turn  many  to  righte- 
ousness, and  who  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever.  The  sowing  time  is  the  sorrowing  time,  but 
thd  reaping  time  is  the  time  of  rejoicmg ;  when 
they  who  sow,  and  they  who  reap,  will  rejoice  to- 
gether, having  gathered  fruit  unto  life  eternal. 


PSALM   CXXVII. 

1.  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour 
in  vain  that  build  it :  except  the  Lord  keep  the  city 
the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain. 

2.  It  is  vain  for  you  to  rise  up  early,  to  sit  up  late, 
to  eat  the  bread  of  sorrows :  for  so  he  giveth  his 
beloved  sleep. 

3.  Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord :  and 
the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward. 

4.  As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man ; 
so  are  children  of  the  youth. 

5.  Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of 
them :  they  shall  not  be  ashamed,  but  they  shall 
speak  with  the  enemies  in  the  gate. 

"  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour 

in  vain  that  build  it :  except  the  Lord 

keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but 
•        •    ft 
in  vain. 

"  Behold  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  this  people 
was  not  till  the  Assyrians  founded  it,  for  them  that 
dwell  in  the  wilderness :  they  set  up  the  towers 
thereof,  they  raised  up  the  palaces  thereof ;  but 
God  brought  it  to  ruin."  (Isaiah,  xxiii  13.)  Soon 
after  the  flood,  the  inhabitants  set  about  building  a 
tower,  whose  top  should  reach  to  heaven;  but 
-when  God  set  himself  against  it,  in  vain  were  all 
their  labours.  Men  may  propose,  but  he  alone  dis- 
poseth  all  things ;  it  is  only,  if  the  Lord  will,  that 
they  can  do  this  or  that. 
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"  It  is  vain  for  you  to  rise  up  early,  to  sit  up 
late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  sorrows :  he  givetn 
his  beloved  (ones)  sleep." 

"  Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain  show." 
surely  they  are  disquieted  in  vain;  he  heapeth  up 
riches,  and  knoweth  not  who  shall  gather  them  :" 
Men  rise  up  early,  and  sit  up  late,  that  they  may 
add  house  to  house,  and  field  to  field,  that  others 
may  possess  them :  they  labour  for  the  bread  that 
perisheth  ;  and  to  possess  themselves  of  riches  to  be 
put  into  a  bag  with  holes :  they  sow  the  wind  and 
reap  the  whirlwind :  for  riches  do  certainly  take  to 
themselves  wings,  and  fly  away :  or  else  the  owners 
thereof  are  called  away,  and  carry  nothing  hence : 
thus  it  is  vain  to  rise  up  early,  and  sit  up  late,  to  eat 
the  bread  of  sorrows.  The  godly  are  freed  from 
such  cares,  for  they  have  cast  ail  their  cares  on  God, 
who  careth  for  them :  they  lay  themselves  down 
in  peace,  and  their  sleep  is  sweet  unto  them :  the 
peaceful  serenity  of  their  soul  in  the  day  time,  will 
follow  them  in  their  nightly  slumbers:  "for  he  giveth 
his  beloved  (ones)  sleep." 

"  Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  ;  the 
fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward.*9 

"  As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man 
so  are  children  of  the  youth." 

Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  fall  of 
them :  he  shall  not  be  ashamed,  but  shall 
speak  with  his  enemies  in  the  gate." 

Children  are  sacred  trusts,  committed  to  our  oare 
to  train  up  for  God :  blessed  are  those  parents  who 
bring  ihem  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord :  they  will  form  gems  in  their  crown  of 
glory,  given  them  by  the  great  Shepherd* 


PSALM    CXXVIII. 

1.  Blessed  is  every  man  that  feareth  the  Lord 
that  walketh  in  his  ways. 

2.  For  thou  shalt  eat  the  labour  of  thine  hands  : 
happy  shalt  thou  be,  and  it  shall  be  well  with  thee. 

3.  Thy  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  sides 
of  thine  house  :  thy  children  like  olive  plants  round 
about  thy  table 

4.  Behold,  that  thus  shall  the  man  be  blessed 
that  feareth  the  Lord. 

5.  The  Lord  shall  bless  thee  out  of  Zion :  and 
thou  shalt  see  the  good  of  Jerusalem  all  the  days  of 
thy  life. 

6.  Yea,  thou  shalt  see  thy  children's  children,  and 
peace  upon  Israel. 

"  Blessed  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord; 
that  walketh  in  his  ways." 

•'  By  the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  from  evil :" 
evil  is  the  bane  of  happiness;  every  man  therefore  is 
blessed  that  departetn  from  evil ;  for  sins  and  sorrows 
are  inseparable  :  so  also  is  holiness  and  joy  :  a  good 
man  is  without  carefulness  as  to  the  present,  and 
and  without  fears  as  to  the  future;  "godliness  with 
contentment  is  great  gain :"  they  iorm  the  true 
ingredients  of  blessedness. 

"  Thou  shalt  eat  the  labour  of  thy  hands : 
happy  shalt  thou  be,  and  it  shall  well  with 
thee." 

44  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  (See  rsalm. 
xxxvii.  37)     "  Their  bread  shall  be  given  them,  and 
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their  water  shall  be  sore :"  "in  the  time  of  famine 
they  shall  be  satisfied" . 

"  Thy  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the 
sides  of  thine  house :  thy  childreu  like 
olive  plants  round  about  thy  table." 

"  Behold,  that  thus  shall  the  man  be  blessed 
that  feareth  the  Lord," 

"  Surely  he  shall  not  be  moved  for  ever :  the  right- 
eous shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance.''*  There 
are  no  bounds  to  the  blessings  which  God  will  pour 
upon  the  head  of  the  just.  "  Oh  that  men  would 
praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his 
wonderful  works  unto  the  children  of  men  I" 

"  The  Lord  shall  bless  thee  out  of  Zion :  and 
thou  shalt  see  the  good  of  Jerusalem  all 
the  days  of  (an  endless)  life." 

The  righteous  man  will  be  raised  at  the  coming 
of  Christ ;  and  will  then  behold  the  King  in  his 
beauty,  and  the  land  which  is  now  afar  off.  Yea, 
his  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation, 
"when  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion, 
and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriously.9* 

"  Tea,  thou  shalt  see  thy  children's  children, 
and  peace  upon  Israel" 

"  My  son,  forget  not  my  law.  Let  thine  heart 
keep  my  commandments ;  for  length  of  days,  and 
long  life  and  peace  shall  they  add  unto  thee."  (Pro v. 
iii.  1.)  A  present  blessing ;  and  a  future  good ;  for 
he  shall  be  raised  up,  with  all  saints,  to  behold  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  and  "  peace  upon  Israel."  The 
literal  seed  also  shall  be  blessed ;  "  they  and  their 
seed,  and  their  seed's  seed  for  ever." 


P8ALM   CXXIX. 

1.  Many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my 
youth,  may  Israel  now  say : 

2.  Many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my 
youth ;  yet  they  have  not  prevailed  against  me. 

3.  The  plowers  plowed  upon  my  back;  they 
made  long  their  furrows. 

4.  The  Lord  is  righteous :  he  hath  out  asunder 
the  cords  of  the  wicked. 

5.  Let  them  all  be  confounded  and  turned  back 
that  hate  Zion. 

6.  Let  them  be  as  the  grass  upon  the  house-tops, 
which  withereth  afore  it  groweth  up. 

7.  Wherewith  the  mower  filleth  not  his  hand, 
nor  he  that  bindeth  sheaves  his  bosom. 

8.  Neither  do  they  which  go  by  say,  the  bless- 
ing of  the  Lord  be  upon  you :  we  bless  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

"  Many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my 

youth,  may  Israel  now  say." 
"  Many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my 

youth :  yet  they  have  not  prevailed  against 


me. 


These  are  the  words  of  Christ ;  who  is  called  by 
the  name  of  Israel  in  the  49th  Isaiah — "  Thou  art 
my  servant,  0  Israel,  in  whom  I  will  be  glorified." 
In  the  same  scripture  it  is  testified  of  him,  that  he 
would  be  despised  of  men,  and  abhorred  by  the 
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nation  to  whom  he  was  sent,  (for,  "  I  am  not  sent, 
but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel,") 
Thus  because  he  was  despised  and  abhorred  they 
afflicted  him  from  his  youth :  "  his  life  was  full  of 
troubles;"  he  was  persecuted  for  righteousness  sake, 
i.e. because  his  Father's  name  was  in  him;  "they  saw 
and  hated  both  him  and  his  Father." 

"The  plowers  plowed  upon  my  back:  they 
made  long  their  furrows." 

Pilate  gave  orders  to  his  soldiers  that  he  should 
be  scourged  :  then  did  his  cruel  underlings  apply 
the  scourge  to  his  sacred  body.  "  The  plowers 
plowed  upon  my  back:  they  made  long  their  fur- 
rows." "  I  gave  my  back  to  the  smiters,  and  my 
cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair :  I  hid  not 
mv  face  from  shame  and  spitting :  tor  the  Lord  God 
will  help  me  :  therefore  shall  I  not  be  counfounded ; 
therefore  have  I  set  my  face  as  a  flint,  and  I  know 
that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed."    (Isaiah  1.  6.) 

"Let  them  all  be  counfounded  and  turned 
back  that  hate  Zion." 

Many  talk  about  their  beloved  Zion,  under- 
standing neither  what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they 
afiirm  :  but  the  true  Zion,  which  is  the  literal  Zion, 
that  they  hate,  and  brand  all  who  love  her  as 
judaizing  teachers,  but  God  is  the  judge,  "and  in  his 
times  he  will  show  who  is  the  blessed  and  and  only 
potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords : 
and  also  the  city  which  he  hath  chosen  to  place  his 
name  there :  then  shall  all  the  haters  of  Zion  be 
counfounded  and  turned  back. 
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"  Let  them  be  as  the  grass  on  the  house  tops 

which  withereth  before  it  be  grown  up." 
"  Wherewith  the  mower  filleth  not  his  hand : 

nor  he  that  bindeth  sheaves  his  bosom." 
"  Neither  do  they  who  go  by  say,  the  blessing 

of  the  Lord  be  upon  you :  we  bless  you 

in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

As  grass  on  the  house  tops  exposed  to  the  burning 
rays  of  an  eastern  sun  withers  and  decays  before  it 
reaches  maturity,  so  shall  they  be  who  "  love  not 
Jerusalem  above  their  chief  good,"  for  he  that  is 
not  with  me  is  against  me,  saith  the  Lord :  all  are 
haters  of  the  Lord,  who  love  not  his  coming  kingdom 
and  glory :  they  shall  not  be  blessed,  but  shall  be 
as  the  parched  heath  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  dry 
land  not  inhabited;  but  let  such  as  love  Zion,  and  the 
salvation  thereof,  be  as  the  sun  when  he  goeth  forth 
in  his  strength;  let  them  shout  for  joy  because  God 
defendeth  them ;  and  let  them  say  continually, 
"  Let  God  be  magnified." 


PSALM    CXXX. 

1.  Out  of  the  depths  have  I  cried  unto  thee,  0 
Lord. 

2.  Lord  hear  my  voice ;  let  thine  ears  be  at- 
tentive to  the  voice  of  my  supplications. 

3.  If  thou,  Lord,  shouldest  mark  iniquities,  0  Lord 
who  shall  stand  ? 

4.  But  there  is  forgiveness  with  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  be  feared. 

5.  I  wait  for  the  Lord,  my  soul  doth  wait,  and 
in  his  word  do  I  hope. 

6.  My  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord  more  than  they 
that  watch  for  the  morning ;  I  say,  more  than  they 
that  watch  for  the  morning. 

7.  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord :  for  with  the 
Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous 
redemption. 

8.  And  he  shall  redeem  Israel  from  all  his  iniquities. 

"  Out  of  the  depths  have  I  cried  unto  thee,  0 
Lord." 

Scripture  is  the  best  interpreter  of  scripture ;  and 
Psalm  the  best  intrepreter  of  Psalm.  We  learn 
what  those  depths  are,  into  which  Jesus  came,  and 
out  of  which  he  cried  unto  the  Lord,  from  the 
(brix  Psalm.)  "  Thou  hast  brought  me  into  deep 
waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me :  I  sink  in 
deep  mire,  where  there  is  no  standing;  I  am  weary 
of  my  crying  :  my  throat  is  dried  :  mine  eyes  fail 
while  I  wait  for  my  God.  They  that  hate  me  without 
a  cause  are  more  thau  the  hairs  of  mine  head  :  they 
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that  would  destroy  me,  being  mine  enemies  wrong- 
fully, are  mighty :  then  I  restored  that  which  I  took 
not  away."  Thus  his  soul  was  bowed  down  with 
grief,  because  of  the  hatred  of  men,  in  return  for 
the  deep  love  he  bore  them.  "  For  my  love  they 
are  mine  adversaries:  but  I  give  myself  unto  prayer," 
"  they  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for 
my  love."  These  were  the  depths  into  which  he 
came,  the  "  waves  and  the  billows  which  passed  over 
him."  To  know  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings  is  to 
come  into  similar  experience,  through  having  in  us 
the  same  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus:  had  he 
been  silent,  he  would  have  avoided  the  hatred  of 
the  world ;  but  as  the  faithful  and  true  witness,  the 
uncompromising  witness  for  God,  they  could  not 
endure  him :  this  hatred,  which  he  returned  with 

Surest  love,  was  nevertheless  the  occasion  of  his 
oods  of  tears,  and  deep  sorrows,  from  which  he 
found  relief  only  by  crying  unto  God. 

"  Lord  hear  my  voice :  let  thine  ears  be  atten- 
tive to  the  voice  of  my  supplications." 

"  If  thou,  Lord,  shouldest  mark  iniquities,  0 
Lord,  who  shall  stand  ?" 

Not  that  he  himself  had  any  conscience  of  guilt, 
for  he  knew  no  sin :  yet  he  himself  testifies,  "  I  have 
seen  an  end  of  all  perfection,  for  thy  command- 
ment is  exceeding  broad,"  and  surely  there  is  none 
else  but  Christ  could  stand,  if  God  were  strict  to 
mark  iniquity  ! 

"  But  there  is  forgiveness  with  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  be  feared." 

It  is  a  faithful  spying,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
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tation,  that  we  all  have  "  redemption  through  his 
blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace." 

"  I  wait  for  the  Lord,  my  soul  doth  wait,  and 
and  in  his  word  I  hope." 

All  who  wait  on  the  Lord,  "renew  their  strength, 
they  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they  run 
and  do  not  weary,  they  walk  and  do  not  faint" 
As  food,  and  exercise,  and  sleep,  are  God's  appointed 
means  for  renewal  of  bodily  strength,  so  is  prayer 
for  renewing  our  inward  man ;  we  draw  near  to 
God,  and  he  draweth  nigh  unto  us :  the  sight  of 
him  renews  the  soul,  and  his  word  (which  is  the 
promise  of  eternal  life)  becomes  rooted  and  ground- 
ed within  us :  we  hope  in  his  word :  hope  is  the 
helmet  of  salvation;  it  protects  our  head  in  the 
day  of  battle. 

"My  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord,  more  than 
they  that  watch  for  the  morning :  yea, 
more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  mom- 
mg. 

This  was  the  secret  of  his  mighty  strength,  and 
of  all  the  mighty  works  which  he  did :  he  waited 
on  God  continually,  as  it  is  written,  "  on  thee  do  I 
wait  all  the  day ;  therefore  all  things  whatsoever 
he  asked  of  God,  God  gave  unto  him.  "  I  knew 
that  thou  nearest  me  always."  To  wait  on  the 
Lord,  is  to  "  continue  in  prayer,  and  to  watch  therein 
with  thanksgiving."  To  wait  on  the  Lord  is  to  walk 
with  God :  "  thus  Enoch  walked  with  God ;  and 
he  was  not,  for  God  took  him :  but  before  his 
translation  he  had  this  testimony,  that  he  pleased 
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God:"  "  without  faith,  it  is  impossible  to  please  God," 
and  without  prayer,  faith  will  soon  cease,  even  as 
the  fire  dies  out  without  fuel. 

"Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord:  for  with  the 
Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is 
plenteous  redemption.'9 

Hope  cannot  exist,  until  guilt  is  removed  from 
the  conscience :  then  we  are  in  a  condition  to  hope 
in  the  Lord.  Israel's  hope  rests  on  this  foundation, 
that  "with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is 
plenteous  redemption." 

"  And  he  shall  redeem  Israel  from  all  his  ini- 
quities." 

"  God  sent  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  to  bless  us,  in 
turning  away  every  one  of  us  from  his  iniquities." 
Sin  is  the  bane  of  happiness ;  remove  sin,  and  sor- 
row will  depart.  God  is  about  to  make  a  new  cove- 
nant with  the  house  of  Israel,  and  with  the  house  of 
Judah ;  to  put  his  laws  into  their  mind,  and  write 
them  in  then:  hearts  :  then  will  Israel  be  redeemed 
from  all  his  iniquities.  "  Israel  shall  be  saved  in 
the  Lord,  with  an  everlasting  salvation :  he  shall 
not  be  ashamed  nor  confounded,  world  without 
end." 


PSALM    CXXXI. 

1.  Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes 
lofty,  neither  do  I  exercise  myself  m  great  matters, 
or  in  things  too  high  for  me.   * 

2.  Surely  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself,  as 
a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother :  my  soul  is 
even  as  a  weaned  child. 

3.  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth 
and  for  ever. 


u 


Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes 
lofty ;  neither  do  I  exercise  myself  in 
great  matters,  or  in  things  too  high  for 


me. 


"  Surely  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself 
as  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother : 
my  soul  is  even  as  a  weaned  child." 

"  Let  israel  hope  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth 
and  for  ever." 

The  heart  of  Christ  was  not  haughty,  nor  his  eyes 
lofty:  "he  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart"  Although 
the  highest  in  the  universe,  he  humbled  himself  to 
become  the  lowest :  he  behaved  and  quieted  him- 
self as  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother. 
How  inexpressibly  lovely  was  his  whole  demeanour, 
while  he  dwelt  amongst  men  I  accessible  to  all,  full 
of  compassion,  healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and 
all  manner  of  disease  among  the  people.  There  is  a 
tradition  of  St.  Peter,  that  he  wept  as  often  as  he 
remembered  the  sweet  mildness  of  Christ,  which  he 
manifested  in  his  daily  conversation. 


PSALM    CXXXII. 

1.  Lord,  remember  David,  and  all  his  afflictons : 

2.  How  he  aware  unto  the  Lord,  and  vowed 
unto  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob ; 

3.  Surely  I  will  not  come  into  the  tabernacle  of 
my  house,  nor  go  up  into  my  bed ; 

4.  I  will  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes,  or  slumber 
to  mine  eyelids, 

5.  Until  I  find  out  a  place  for  the  Lord,  an  habi- 
tation for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob. 

6.  Lo,  we  heard  of  it  at  Ephratab ;  we  found  it 
in  the  fields  of  the  wood. 

7.  We  will  go  into  his  tabernacles ;  we  will  wor- 
ship at  his  footstool. 

8.  Arise,  0  Lord,  into  thy  rest ;  thou,  and  the  ark 
of  thy  strength. 

9.  Let  thy  priests  be  clothed  with  righteousness ; 
and  let  thy  saints  shout  for  joy. 

10.  For  thy  servant  Davia's  sake  turn  not  away 
the  face  of  thine  anointed. 

11.  The  Lord  hath  sworn  in  truth  unto  David ;  he 
will  not  turn  from  it ;  Of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  will 
I  set  upon  thy  throne. 

12.  If  thy  children  will  keep  my  covenant  and 
my  testimony  that  I  shall  teach  them,  their  children 
shall  also  sit  upon  thy  throne  evermore. 

13.  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion ;  he  hath 
desired  it  for  his  habitation. 

14.  This  is  my  rest  for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell ; 
for  I  have  desired  it. 

15.  I  will  abundantly  bless  her  provision ;  I  will 
satisfy  her  poor  with  bread* 
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16.  I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation; 
and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy. 

17.  There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David  to  bud: 
I  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mine  anointed. 

18.  His  enemies  will  I  clothe  with  shame :  but 
upon  himself  shall  his  crown  flourish. 

"  Lord,  remember  David,  and  all  his  afflictions." 
"How  he  sware  unto  the  Lord,  and  vowed 

unto  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob/' 
"  Surely  I  will  not  come  into  the  tabernacle  of 
my  house,  nor  go  up  into  my  bed ;  until  I 
find  out  a  place  for  the  Lord,  an   habi- 
tation for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob/1 

David  spake  to  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  said, 
"  Lo,  I  dwell  in  a  house  of  cedar,  out  the  tabernacle 
of  God  dwelleth  within  curtains :"  so  David  pur- 
posed in  his  heart  that  he  would  build  an  house  for 
the  Lord  his  God.  God  accepted  the  will  for  the 
deed,  but  said  that  Solomon  his  son  should  erect  a 
temple  to  his  praise.  Solomon  builded  him  an 
house ;  he  raised  up  a  structure  unequalled  in 
magnificence,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  service  of  the 
Goa  of  his  father. 

"  Lo,  we  heard  of  it  at  Ephratah ;  we  found  it 
in  the  fields  of  the  wood." 

Ephratah,  was  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  the  birth- 

I)lace  of  Messiah,  as  it  is  written,  "  And  thou,  Beth- 
ehem  Ephratah,  though  thou  be  little  among  the 
princes  of  Judah,  vet  out  of  thee  shall  he  come  forth 
unto  me  who  shall  be  ruler  in  Israel,  whose  goings 
forth  have  been  from  of  old,  (even)  from  ever- 
lasting." (Micha  v.  2). 
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"We  will   go  into  his  tabernacles;   we  will 
worship  at  his  foot-stool." 

The  vision  of  the  prophet  is  now  carried  forward 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  (to  whom  a  thousand  years 
are  as  one  day)  to  the  time  when  "  they  shall  dwell 
in  the  land  that  I  have  given  unto  Jacob  my 
servant,  wherein  your  fathers  have  dwelt ;  and  they 
shall  dwell  therein,  even  they,  and  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children,  for  ever;  and  my 
servant  (the  Beloved}  shall  be  their  prince  for 
ever.  Moreover,  I  will  make  a  covenant  of  peace 
with  them :  it  shall  be  an  everlasting  covenant 
with  them :  and  I  will  place  them,  and  multiply 
them,  and  will  set  my  sanctuary  in  the  midst  of 
them  for  evermore.  My  tabernacle  also  shall  be 
with  them :  yea.  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
shall  be  my  people,"  (Ezek.  xxxvii.  25.)  Then  will 
they  go  into  his  tabernacles ;  and  worship  at  his 
foot-stool. 

"  Arise,  0  Lord,  into  thy  rest ;  thou,  and  the 
ark  of  thy  strength." 

When  God  had  finished  the  works  of  creation, 
he  rested  on  the  seventh  day :  so  when  God  shall 
have  finished  his  far  greater  work  of  redemption, 
he  will  rest ;  and  his  rest  shall  be  upon  the  earth, 
where  his  great  work  has  been  accomplished.  He 
calls  it  his  rest,  as  he  sware  to  the  unbelieving 
Israelites,  saying,  "  They  shall  not  enter  into  my 


»< 


Let  thy  priests  be  clothed  with  righteous- 
ness ;  and  let  thy  saints  shout  for  joy." 
42  vol.  n. 
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This  is  in  effect  the  same  petition  as  "  Do  good 
in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion ;  build  thoa  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem"  for  at  that  time  will  God  clothe 
his  priests  with  righteousness  and  his  saints  shall 
shout  for  joy. 

"  For  thy  servant  David's  sake  turn  not  away 
the  face  of  thine  anointed.'! 


The  speaker  is  God's  anointed  Son,  of  whom 
it  is  said  in  the  2nd  Psalm,  "  The  Kings  of  the  earth 
do  set  themselves,  and  the  rulers  take  counsel  to- 
gether against  the  Lord  and  against  his  anointed ;" 
and  again,  "  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  saveth  his 
.anointed ;  he  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven 
with  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand. 
(Psalm,  xx.  6.) 


»> 


"  The  Lord  hath  sworn  in  truth  unto  David : 
he  will  not  turn  from  it ;  Of  the  fruit  of 
thybody  will  I  set  upon  thy  throne." 

These  words  are  referrred  to  by  St.  Peter  in  the 
2nd  of  Acts;  "knowing  that  God  had  sworn  with  an 
oath  unto  David,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  body  he  would 
raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne,  he,  seeing  this 
before,  spake  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  that  his 
soul  was  not  left  in  hell  neither  his  flesh  did  see 
corruption."  David  in  spirit  foresaw  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  that  he  should,  m  his  incorruptible  and  glori- 
fied body,  sit  on  his  throne :  which  corresponds 
with  the  announcement  made  by  the  angel  Gabriel, 
44  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever, 
and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end/' 
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"  If  thy  children  shall  keep  my  covenant  and 
my  testimony  which  1  shall  teach  them, 
their  children  also  shall  sit  upon  thy  throne 
for  evermore." 

"  One  King  shall  be  king  to  them  all  ;"  but  his 
followers,  shall  "sit  with  him  on  thrones,  ruling  over 
the  tribes  of  Israel :"  as  it  is  written,  "  The-  saints 
shall  take  the  kingdom,  and  possess  the  kingdom 
for  ever,  even  for  ever  and  ever." 

"  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion ;  he  hath  de- 
sired it  for  his  habitation/' 

"Will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  man  upon  the 
earth  f"  If  God  himself  says  it,  who  is  he  that  shall 
gainsay  it  ?  If  words  have  any  meaning,  then  is 
this  truth  here  distinctly  announced  ;  wherefore  it 
is  said,  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  0 
Zion ;  put  on  thy  beautiful  garments,  0  Jerusalem, 
the  holy  city ;  for  henceforth  there  shall  no  more 
come  into  thee  the  uncircumcised  and  the  unclean." 
It  is  "  the  place  of  his  throne,  and  the  place  of  the 
soles  of  his  feet,  where  he  will  dwell  among  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever."  He  hath  desired  it  for 
his  habitation,  saying  in  Psalm  lxviii.  14,  "  This  is 
the  hill  which  God  desireth  to  dwell  in,  yea,  the 
Lord  will  dwell  in  it  for  ever ;"  and  in  this  place 
also,  the  same  truth  is  declared. 

"  This  is  my  rest  for  ever ;  here  will  I  dwell ; 
for  I  have  desired  it." 

It  is  commonly  affirmed,  that  this  is  but  a  sym- 
bolical or  figurative  way  of  communicating  to  his 
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people  that  he  will  be  with  them  for  ever ;  and  that 
they  shall  all  be  taken  up  to  heaven,  to  dwell  with 
him.     If  such  loose  and  vague  interpretations  are 
to  be  received,  then  words  have  lost  their  meaning ; 
the  scriptures  are  thus  strained  and  twisted  to  mean 
anything  or  nothing !     "  Truth   is  fallen   in  the 
street,,  and  equity  cannot  enter."    He   that  con- 
tendeth  for  truth  maketh  himself  a  reproach;  is 
counted  an  enthusiast,  a  babbler,  a  propagator  of 
wild  and  untenable  theories  utterly  madmiauble 
by  men  of  enlarged  minds ;  but  God  is  the  judge ; 
he  will  vindicate  his  own  cause.  Christ  will  make  the 
place  of  his  cross  the  place  also  of  his  throne;  the 
scene  of  his  humiliation  to  be  the  scene  of  his  glory: 
that  such  is  his  determinate  purpose,  is  here  de- 
clared in  words,  which  in  their  fair  and  honest  con- 
struction, cannot  admit  of  two  meanings  :  and  why 
reject  a  truth  which  is  to  confer  so  great  honour 
upon  our  race,  and  upon  the  world  which  we  in- 
habit ?  it  should  rather  be  hailed  with  shouts  of  wel- 
come, as  it  shall  be,  on  the  day  when  he  appears,  by 
them  who   are   escaped  of  Israel,  "  0  Zion  that 
bringest  good  tidings,  get  thee  up  into  the  high 
mountain  :  0  Jerusalem,  that  bringest  good  tidings, 
lift  up  thy  voice  with  strength :  lift  it  up,  and  be  not 
afraid :  say  unto  the  cities  of  Judah,  Behold  your 
God  I  Behold  the  Lord  God  will  come  with  strong 
hand  and  his  arm  shall  rule  for  him  :  behold  his  re- 
ward is  with  him,  and  his  work  before  him."  (Isaiah 
xl.  9).    In  that  day  they  shall  say,  "  Lo,  this  is  our 
God,  we  have  waited  for  him,  we  will  rejoice  and 
be  glad  in  his  salvation."    "  Lo,  thy  king  cometh  to 
thee ;  he  is  meek  and  having  salvation ;"  (not  now 
riding  on  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  ass)  but  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory,  and 
all  his  holy  angels  with  him :  then  shall  he  sit  on 
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the  throne  of  his  glory,  "  even  the  Mount  Zion  which 
he  loves,  This  is  mv  rest  for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell 
for  I  have  desired  it." 

"  I  will  abundantly  bless  her  provision  :  I  will 
3atisfy  her  poor  with  bread." 

Then  shall  it  be  said,  "  Praise  the  Lord,  0  Jeru- 
salem; praise  thy  God,  0  Zion :  for  he  hath  strength- 
ened the  bars  of  thy  gates.  He  hath  blessed  thy 
children  within  thee :  he  maketh  peace  in  thy 
borders,  and  filleth  thee  with  the  finest  of  the 
wheat."  (Psalm  cxlviii.  12.)  "Then  shall  he  give 
the  rain  of  thy  seed,  that  thou  shalt  sow  the  ground 
withal ;  and  bread  of  the  increase  of  the  earth,  and 
it  shall  be  fat  and  plenteous ;  in  that  day  shall  thy 
cattle  feed  in  large  pastures ;  the  oxen  likewise, 
and  the  young  asses,  that  ear  the  ground,  shall  eat 
clean  provender,  which  hath  been  winnowed  with 
the  shovel,  and  with  the  fan."  (Isaiah  xxx.  23.) 

"  I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation  ; 
and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy." 

"Then  his  covenant  shall  be  with  Levi,  a  covenant 
of  life  and  peace  :  for  the  fear  wherewith  he  shall 
fear  him,  and  be  afraid  before  his  name ;  the  law  of 
truth  shall  be  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquity  shall  not  be 
found  in  his  lips;  his  lips  will  keep  knowledge,  and  he 
will  seek  the  law  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lora:"  it  shall 
be  "  like  priest  like  people  ;"  for  the  priests  shall  be 
clothed  with  salvation:  and  the  saints  (all  shall 
be  saints)  shall  shout  for  joy.  "  The  Lord  will  com- 
fort Zion  he  will  comfort  all  her  waste  places,  he 
will  make  her  wilderness  like  Eden,  and  her  desert 
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like  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  joy  and  gladness  shall 
be  found  therein,  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of 
melody."     (Isaiah  li.  3.) 

"  There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David  to  bud; 
I  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mine  anointed." 

The  hom  is  the  emblem  of  power :  the  horn  of 
David  is  he  who  is  "  the  root  and  the  offspring  of 
David,  the  bright  and  the  morning  star :"  to  him  all 
power  is  given  in  heaven  and  on  earth :  the  key  of 
the  house  of  David,  is  on  his  shoulder,  who  "openeth 
and  no  man  shutteth,  who  shutteth  and  no  man 
openeth."  "  The  law  shall  proceed  from  him,  and 
his  judgment  shall  rest  for  a  light  of  the  people." 
"a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  his 
people  Israel." 

"  His  enemies  will  I  clothe  with  shame :  but 
upon  himself  shall  his  crown  flourish." 

"  Arise,  0  God  :  judge  the  earth,  for  thou  shalt  in- 
herit all  nations :"  "  thou  hast  loved  righteousness  and 
hated  iniquity ;  therefore,  God,  thy  God  shall  anoint 
thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows;"  with 
thee  my  hand  shall  be  established  and  mine  arm  shall 
strengthen  thee.  The  enemy  shall  not  exact  upon 
thee,  nor  the  son  of  wickedness  afflict  thee :  I 
will  beat  down  thy  foes  before  thy  face,  and  will 
plague  them  that  hate  thee :  but  my  faithfulness 
and  my  mercy  shall  be  with  thee  ;  and  in  my  name 
shall  thy  horn  be  exalted."  (Psalm,  lxxxix.  21.) 


PSALM    CXXXIII 

1.  Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity ! 

2.  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head, 
that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard ; 
that  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments ; 

3.  As  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that 
descended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion :  for  there 
the  Lord  commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for 
evermore. 

"  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity/' 

As  there  will  be  one  fold  and  one  Shepherd,  so 
will  there  be  universal  peace  in  that  one  fold :  for 
"they  shall  see  eye  to  eye,  when  the  Lord  doth  build 
up  Zion  :"  there  will  be  the  unity  of  the  spirit,  and 
the  bond  of  peace  :  millions  of  voices,  yet  but  one 
heart,  and  one  soul :  for  they  shall  be  all  taught  of 
God.  How  good  and  how  pleasant  shall  it  be 
when  brethren  shall  thus  dwell  together  in  unity 
and  love  ? 

"  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head 
that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's 
beard :  that  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his 
garments." 

That  precious  ointment,  was  the  symbol  of  the 
anointing  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  our  great  High 


644  FROM  ZION  THE  LORD  WILL  COMMAND  BLESSING, 

Priest  Christ  Jesus;  as  it  is  written"  The  spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me,"  &c. 
The  anointing,  passing  down  from  the  head  to  the 
skirts  of  the  garments,  is  the  communication  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  from  the  head  to  all  the  members 
of  the  body :  this  divine  unction  will  be  as 

"  The  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that 
(shall  descend)  upon  the  mountains  of 
Zion :  for  there  the  Lord  (shall  command) 
the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore." 

"  As  dew  upon  the  tender  herb 

Diffusing  fragrance  round, 
As  showers  that  usher  in  the  spring 

And  cheer  the  thirsty  ground* 
So  shall  his  presence  bless  our  souls 

And  shed  a  joyful  light : 
That  hallowed  morn  shall  chase  away 

The  sorrows  of  the  night." 


PSALM    CXXXIV. 

1.  Behold,  bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  servants  of 
the  Lord,  which  by  night  stand  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord. 

2.  Lift  up  your  hands  in  the  sanctuary,  and  bless 
the  Lord. 

3.  The  Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth  bless 
thee  out  of  Zion. 

"  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  servants  of  the 
Lord,  who  by  night  stand  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord." 

"Lift  up  your  hands  in  the  sanctuary,  and 
bless  the  Lord." 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  here  supposed  to  be 
come;  the  eternal  reign  commenced;  for  this  is 
God's  way  of  teaching,  in  the  Psalms,  and  in  the 
prophets.  In  this  Psalm,  the  Lord  has  come  to  his 
holy  temple ;  and  "blessed  are  they  who  dwell  in  his 
house;  they  will  be  still  praising  him"  While  they 
live,  they  will  praise  the  Lord ;  while  they  have  a 
being,  they  will  sing  praises  unto  their  God. 


"  The  Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth  bless 
thee  out  of  Zion.' 


M 


"The  Lord  of  hosts  will  rei^n  in  Mount  Zion,  and 
in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriously, 
"  and  out  of  Zion  will  he  give  the  blessing,  even  life 
for  evermore."  "In  Judah  is  God  known,  his  name 
is  great  in  Israel ;  in  Salem  is  his  tabernacle,  and 
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his  dwelling  place  in  Zion :"  he  hath  chosen  it  for  his 
habitation,  and  said  "  this  is  my  rest :  here  will  I 
dwell  for  ever;  for  I  have  desired  it:"  from  thence 
he  will  bless  the  people ;  from  thence,  he,  who  made 
heaven  and  earth,  will  dispense  blessings  to  all 
dominions,  principalities,  and  powers  in  heavenly 
places,  and  to  all  peoples,  nations  and  tongues  upon 
the  earth.  From  tne  place  of  his  throne,  he  will  give 
laws  to  the  whole  universe  ;  the  harmony  whereof 
shall  never-more  be  disturbed,  when  the  present  re- 
bellion is  finally  suppressed,  and  all  enemies  are  put 
under  his  feet,  the  last  of  whom  shall  be,  death. 


PSALM    CXXXV. 

1 .  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  ye  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  praise  him,  0  ye  servants  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Ye  that  stand  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
courts  of  the  house  of  our  God, 

3.  Praise  the  Lord ;  for  the  Lord  is  good :  sing 
praises  unto  his  name  ;  for  it  is  pleasant. 

4.  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  unto  himself, 
and  Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure. 

5.  For  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  great,  and  that  our 
Lord  is  above  all  gods. 

6.  Whatsoever  the  Lord  pleased,  that  did  he  in 
heaven,  and  in  earth,  in  the  seas,  and  all  deep  places. 

7.  He  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends 
of  the  earth :  ho  maketh  lightnings  for  the  rain  :  he 
bringeth  the  wind  out  of  his  treasures. 

8.  Who  smote  the  first-born  of  Egypt ;  both  of 
man  and  beast. 

9.  Who  sent  tokens  and  wonders  into  the  midst 
of  thee,  0  Egypt,  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  his 
servants. 

10.  Who  smote  great  nations  and  slew  mighty 
kings; 

11.  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og  king 
of  Bashan,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  Canaan  : 

12.  And  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage,  an  heri- 
tage unto  Israel  his  people. 

13.  Thy  name,  0  Lord,  endureth  for  ever ;  and 
thy  memorial,  0  Lord,  throughout  all  generations. 

14.  For  the  Lord  will  judge  his  people,  and  he 
will  repent  himself  concerning  his  servants. 
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15.  The  idols  of  the  heathen  are  silver  and  gold, 
the  work  of  men's  hands. 

16.  They  have  mouths,  but  they  speak  not ;  eyes 
have  they,  but  they  see  not ; 

17.  They  have  ears,  but  they  hear  not ;  neither 
is  there  any  breath  in  their  mouths. 

18.  They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them ; 
so  is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them. 

19.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  house  of  Israel :  bleas  the 
the  Lord,  0  house  of  Aaron : 

20.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  house  of  Levi:  ye  that 
fear  the  Lord,  bless  the  Lord. 

21.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  out  of  Zion,  which 
dwelleth  at  Jerusalem.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord :  praise  ye  the  name  of 
the  Lord:  praise  him,  0  ye  servants  of  the 
Lord." 

This  also  is  a  Psalm  which  will  be  sung  in  the 
sanctuary,  when  "  Thy  God  reigneth,"  and  now  is 
to  be  sung  by  faith,  which  brings  the  future  nigh. 

"  Te  that  stand  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in 
the  courts  of  the  house  of  our  God," 

"  Praise  the  Lord :  for  the  Lord  is  good :  sing 
praises  to  his  name  ;  for  it  is  pleasant." 

"  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest,  and 
causest  to  approach  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell 
in  thy  courts ;  he  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  goodness 
of  thy  house  even  of  thy  holy  temple."  (Psalm  lxv. 
4).  Thus  the  people  are  blessed  of  the  Lord,  who 
stand  in  the  courts  of  his  house,  and  in  his  presence, 
where  is  "fulness  of  joy,and  pleasures  for  evermore ,f 
they  praise  the  Lord,  because  the  Lord  is  good ; 
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and  in  praising  him  they  are  in  their  element ;  it  is 
their  meat  ana  their  drink,  their  unceasing  delight ; 
they  glorify  him  who  made  them,  and  thus  they 
fulfil  the  design  of  their  existence. 

"  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  to  himself,  and 
Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure." 

"  God  hath  visited  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  of 
them,  (or  from  them)  a  people  for  his  name ;"  but 
his  great  purpose  assuredly  has  reference  to  that 
people,  who  are  now  "a  nation  meted  out  and 
trodden  down,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled :" 
they  are  "  beloved  for  the  Father's  sake, '  as  the 
apostle  Paul  hath  written  in  Romans  xi.  28.  "  Christ 
was  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel ;"  "  and  now,  saith  the  Lord  that  formed 
me  from  the  womb  to  be  his  servant,  to  bring  Ja- 
cob again  to  him :  though  Israel  be  not  gathered, 
yet  shall  I  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord :  and 
my  God  shall  be  my  strength."  Christ  is  the 
Father's  servant,  "  to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob, 
and  to  restore  the  preserved  of  Israel :  and  for  this 
reason,"  because  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  to  him- 
self, and  Israel  for  his  peculiar  treasure."  When 
Moses  went  up  unto  God,  and  the  Lord  called  unto 
him  out  of  the  mountain,  he  commanded  him,  say- 
ing, "  Thus  shalt  thou  say  to  the  house  of  Jacob, 
and  tell  the  children  of  Israel,  Ye  have  seen  what  I 
did  unto  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you  on 
eagles'  wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myself.  Now 
therefore,  it  ye  will  obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep 
my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar  treasure 
unto  me  above  all  people ;  for  all  the  earth  is  mine. 
And  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests,  and  an 
holy  nation."  "  These  are  the  words  which  thou  shalt 
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speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel."  "  God  is  not  a  man, 
tnat  he  should  lie,  nor  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should 
repent."  "  He  hath  showed  his  word  unto  Jacob; 
his  statutes  and  his  judgments  unto  Israel :  he  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  any  nation  ;  and  as  for  his  judg- 
ments they  have  not  known  them."  "  For  a  small 
moment  he  hath  hid  his  face  from  Israel ;  but  with 

freat  mercies  will  he  gather  him."  "  In  a  little  wrath 
hid  my  face  from  thee,  for  a  moment,  but  with 
everlasting  kindness  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 
saith  the  Lord  thy  .Redeemer.     For  the  mountains 
shall   depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed ;  but  my 
kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  shall 
the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed  saith  the 
Lord  that  hath  mercy  on  thee."     This  covenant  of 
peace  is  referred  to  by  St.  Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  (viii.  10,)  "  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I 
will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel,  after  those  dayB, 
saith  the  Lord;  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  mind, 
and  write  them  in  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be  to 
them  a  God,  and  they  shall  be  to  me  a  people." 
"This  people  have  I  formed  myself,   they  shall 
shew  forth  my  praise."    "  The  people  shall  be  all 
righteous ;  they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever ;  the 
branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my   hands, 
that  I  may  be  glorified."  "They  shall  be  named  the 
Priests  of  the  Lord,  and  men  shall  call  them  the 
Ministers  of  our  God."     0  ye  Gentiles,  God  hath  in 
store  great  blessings  for  as  many  of  you  as  are  true 
disciples  of  his  Son  I      Be  content,  and  do  not 
appropriate  to  yourselves  promises  which  have  no 
reference  to  you,  but  do  exclusively  apply  to  the 
literal  stock  of  Abraham,  in  the  day,  and  from  the 
date  of  his  cleansing:  them  from  all  their  filthiness, 
and  from  all  their  abominations,  that  they  may  be 
to  him  "  a  peculiar  treasure  above  all  people," 
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"  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  great,  and  that  our 
Lord  is  above  all  gods." 

"Great  is  the  Lord,  and  of  great  power;  his 
understanding  is  infinite ;  as  there  is  none  good 
but  God,  so  also  is  there  none  great  but  Him. 

"  Whatsoever  the  Lord  pleased,  that  did  he  in 
heaven,  and  in  earth,  and  in  the  seas, 
and  in  all  deep  places/' 

He  is  the  maker  of  all  things,  and  for  his  pleasure 
all  things  exist.  There  is  none  independent  but 
God  :  all  other  beings  are  dependent  on  him  :  "  he 
doeth  according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  :  and  none 
can  stay  his  hand,  or  say  unto  him  What  doest 
thou  1"  yet  it  is  his  pleasure  to  act  in  all  things 
for  the  good  of  his  creatures  :  it  is  his  delight 
to  be  ever  diffusing  blessings  over  the  wide 
creation,  which  he  has  called  into  existence,  a,nd 
upholds  by  the  word  of  his  power. 

"  He  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth :  he  maketh  light- 
nings for  the  rain  :  he  bringeth  forth  the 
wind  out  of  his  treasures." 

When  this  new  form  of  watering  the  earth  shall 
be  among  the  "  new  things,"  which  he  who  eitteth 
upon  the  throne  shall  make,  then  there  shall  be  no 
more  sea :  he  will  say  to  the  deep,  "  Be  dry,"  and 
he  will  dry  up  the  rivers."  f  Isaiah,  xliv.  27.)  God 
will  greatly  fertilize  the  eartn  with  the  river  of  God 
which  shall  go  forth  from  Jerusalem,  causing  abun- 
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dance  and  health  to  flow  into  all  lands :  "God,  even 
our  own  God,  shall  bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  fear  him."     (Psalm  lxvii.  7.) 

"  Who  smote  the  first  born  of  Egypt,  both  of 

man  and  beast." 
"  Who  sent  tokens  and  wonders  into  the  midst 

of  thee,  0  Egypt,  upon  Pharaoh  and  all 

his  servants.9 


"My people  went  down  aforetime  into  Egypt,  to  so- 
journ  dune,  and  the  Assyrian  afflicted  them  without 
cause."  They  reduced  them  to  slavery,  and  for 
hundreds  of  years  grievously  oppressed  them.  God 
looked  on  in  silence :  but  at  length  a  day  of  ret- 
ribution came ;  and  a  succession  of  fearful  judg- 
ments were  inflicted  on  the  oppressors,  culminating 
in  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness,  by  which 
the  first  born  of  Egypt  were  destroyed.  Such 
terrible  judgments  have  had  no  parallel,  since  men 
were  upon  the  earth ;  but  the  days  of  vengeance 
are  coming,  when  what  happened  to  Egypt,  will 
form  but  faint  types,  of  what  the  guilty  nations  will 
be  made  to  suffer,  under  the  seals,  under  the  trumpets, 
butjespecially  under  the  vials,  as  recorded  in  the 
Apocalypse,  "  for  these  be  the  days  of  vengeance, 
wnerein  all  things  that  are  written  must  be  fulfilled.' 

"  Who  smote  great  nations,  and  slew  mighty 
kinffs." 

"  Sihon  King  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og  the  king 
of  Basnan,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of 
Canaan." 

"  And  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage,  an  heri- 
tage unto  Israel  his  people." 
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When  "  the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  was  fall," 
and  the  iniquities  of  the  kingdoms  of  Canaan,  then 
came  the  time  of  their  judgment.  God  smote 
those  great  nations,  and  slew  their  mighty  kings : 
"  for  they  got  not  the  land  in  possesion  by  their 
own  sword,  neither  did  their  own  arm*  save  them ; 
but  thy  right  hand  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  of 
thy  countenance,  because  thou  hadst  a  favour  unto 
them."  (Psalm,  xliv.  3.). "  And  he  brought  them  into 
a  plentiful  country,  to  eat  the  fruit  thereof,  and 
the  goodness  thereof:  but  when  they  entered,  they 
defiled  his  land,  and  made  his  heritage  an  abomina- 
tion." (Jeremiah  ii.  7.)  Therefore  he  dispossessed 
them,  and  cast  them  out,  and  hath  scattered  them 
among  the  heathen.  But  the  days  come,  when  he 
will  set  his  hand  the  second  time,  to  recover  them 
from  all  the  couutries  whither  he  had  driven  them, 
and  will  make  a  covenant  of  peace  with  them  ;  it 
shall  be  an  everlasting  covenant,  and  then  will  th9y 
receive  the  land  for  an  heritage.  It  shall  be  a  per- 
manent heritage  unto  Israel  his  people :  they  shall 
break  out  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left, 
and  they  shall  possess  the  lands  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  rebuild  the  desolate  cities  which  had  been 
overthrown ;  for,  "  Israel  shall  blossom  and  bud, 
and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit." 

"  Thy  name,  0  Lord,  endureth  for  ever :  and 
thy  memorial,  0  Lord,  unto  all  genera- 
tions." 

Why  are  these  words  introduced  here,  or  where 
is  the  connection  ?  In  this ;  that  Israel  is  now  con- 
templated as  settled,  and  at  rest.  "Her  warfare 
is  accomplished  and  her  iniquity  pardoned  ;"  now, 
and  through  a  never-ending  succession  of  genera- 

43  yol,  u, 
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tions,  holiness  to  the  Lord  will  be  their  insignia  or 
ensign ;  "  for  they  shall  be  all  taught  of  God :  "  then 
will  the  name  of  the  Lord  continue  for  ever 
"  written  upon  their  hearts,"  and  engraven  as  with 
a  pen  of  iron,  or  with  the  point  of  a  diamond. 


For  the  Lord  will  judge  bis  people,  and  will 
repent  himself  concerning  nis  servants." 


The  Lord  himself  will  be  their  King,  their  Law- 
giver, and  Judge ;  he  will  save  them,  and  they 
shall  all  walk  in  the  light  of  his  judgment ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  Hearken  unto  me,  my  people ;  and  give 
ear  unto  me,  0  my  nation,  for  a  law  shall  proceed 
from  me,  and  I  will  make  my  judgment  to  rest  for 
a  light  of  the  people."  (Isaiah  li.  4.)  Then  will  the 
Lord  return,  and  repent  himself  concerning  his 
servants ;  he  will  satisfy  them  early  with  his  mercy ; 
and  they  sball  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  their  days. 
"  The  Lord  will  make  them  glad,  according  to  the 
days  wherein  he  did  afflict  them,  and  the  years 
wherein  he  made  them  to  see  evil."  The  present  is 
the  time  of  Israel's  affliction,  because  of  all  his  sins  ; 
but  this  time  is  but  for  a  moment,  or  but  for  a  night, 
which  will  precede  an  everlasting  day ;  "  Weeping 
endureth  for  the  night,  but  joy  will  come  in  the 
morning." 

"  The  idols  of  the  heathen  are  silver  and  gold, 

the  work  of  men's  hands." 
"  They  have  mouths  but  they  speak  not ;  eyes 

have  they,  but  they  see  not." 
"  They  have  ears,  but  they  hear  not ;  neither 

is  there  any  breath  in  their  mouths." 
"  They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them ; 

and  so  is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them,*9 
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All  worshippers  of  idols  are  inexcusable  before 
God,  because  ne  has  at  no  time  left  himself  without 
witness ;  "  for  the  invisible  things  of  him  from  the 
creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  under- 
stood by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal 
power  and  Godhead."  "  Confounded  be  all  they 
that  serve  graven  images;  worship  him,  all  ye 
gods,"  (or  all  ye  men  made  in  the  image  of  God.) 

"  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  0  house  of  Israel ;  bless 

the  Lord,  0  house  of  Aaron." 
"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  house  of  Levi ;  ye  that 

fear  the  Lord,  bless  the  Lord." 

His  glorious  name  shall  be  blessed  for  ever,  when 
"the  wnole  earth  is  filled  with  his  glory."  Then  shall 
the  praises  of  Israel  ascend  up  before  him,  from  age 
to  age  continually :  "all  shall  be  blessed  in  him,  and 
all  shall  call  him  blessed."  "  They  shall  fear  him,  as 
long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endure,  throughout  all 
generations." 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  out  of  Zion,  who  dwelleth 
at  Jerusalem.    Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

These  words  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
revealed  purpose  of  Goa  to  dwell  with  man  upon 
the  earth.  In  Christ  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead ;  and  Christ,  being  man  as  well  as  God, 
has  chosen  for  his  locality  man's  habitation,  which 
is  the  earth,  "  The  place  of  my  throne,  and  the 
place  of  the  soles  of  my  feet,  where  I  will  dwell 
among  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever ;  and  my  holy 
name  they  shall  no  more  defile."  This  scripture  is 
found  in  Ezekiel  xliii.  7,  and  seems  to  be  so  plainly 
and  determinately  literal  as  to  defy  all  spiritual- 
izing and  metaphor;  such  as  attempt  it  endanger 
their  own  salvation,  by  perverting  the  words  of  the 
living  God. 


PSALM    CXXXVI. 

1.  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord :  for  he  is  good : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  0  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  gods  :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

3.  0  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  lords :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

4.  To  him  who  alone  doeth  great  wonders :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

5.  To  him  that  by  wisdom  made  the  heavens : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

6.  To  him  that  stretched  out  the  earth  above  the 
waters :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

7.  To  him  that  made  great  lights :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever : 

8.  The  sun  to  rule  by  day:  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth for  ever : 

9.  The  moon  and  stars  to  rule  by  night :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

10.  To  him  that  smote  Egypt  in  their  first-born : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

11.  And  brought  out  Israel  from  among  them : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

12.  With  a  strong  hand,  and  with  a  stretched- 
out  arm :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

13.  To  him  which  divided  the  Red  Sea  into  parts: 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

14.  And  made  Israel  to  pass  through  the  midst 
of  it :  for  his  mercy  enduretn  for  ever : 

15.  But  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the 
Bed  Sea ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever, 


0  GIVE  THANKS  UNTO  THE  LORD.  657 

16.  To  him  which  led  his  people  through  the 
wilderness:  for  his  mercy  enduretn  for  ever. 

17.  To  him  which  smote  great  kings :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

18.  And  slew  famous  kings:  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth for  ever : 

19.  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites ;  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever : 

20.  And  Og  the  king  of  Bashan:  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever: 

21.  And  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage:  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

22.  Even  an  heritage  unto  Israel  his  servant: 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

23.  Who  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever : 

24.  And  hath  redeemed  us  from  our  enemies: 
for  his  endureth  for  ever. 

25.  Who  giveth  food  to  all  flesh :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. 

26.  0  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven  :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  he  is  good: 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

When  this  Psalm  is  sung  in  Israel,  the  day  of 
the  judgment  of  the  quick  is  past ;  that  great  day 
of  God  Almighty,  when  he  shall  shake  all  nations, 
and  "  the  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall."  "  The 
indignation  of  the  Lord  shall  cease,  and  his  anger 
in  their  destruction  :"  "then  the  whole  earth  shallbe 
at  rest,  and  be  quiet,  and  break  forth  into  singing." 
And  the  remnant  that  are  escaped  of  Israel  shall "  go 
out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace:  the 
mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth  before 
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them  into  singing ;  and  all  the  trees  of  the  wood 
shall  clap  their  hands."  (Isaiah  lv.  12.)  From  that 
time  ana  henceforth  they  shall  sing  of  the  mercies 
of  the  Lord  for  ever :  for  "  gladness  and  joy  shall  be 
found  therein,  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody." 
In  triumphant  songs  they  shall  respond  to  each 
other,  and  say,  "  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord :  for 
he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  gods :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  I  said  ye  are  gods,  and  all  of  you  are  children  of 
the  Most  High:""  ne  calleth  them  gods  unto  whom 
the  word  of  God  came,"  but  he  is  the  God  of  gods, 
to  whom  alone  all  glory  is  due ;  whose  mercies  will 
from  hence-forward  never  be  withdrawn  from  the 
house  of  Israel.  The  gods  shall  unceasingly  give 
thanks  unto  their  God,  whose  mercy  continueth 
for  ever. 

"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  of  lords :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  He  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a  name 
written,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords."  He  is 
Lord  of  all,  both  by  creation  and  redemption ;  and 
unto  him  every  knee  shall  bow  and  every  tongue 
shall  swear.  "  For  to  this  end  he  both  died,  and  rose, 
and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the 
dead  and  of  the  living."  If  we  recognize  his  right 
of  Lordship  now,  by  obedience  to  his  will,  we  shall 
be  among  those,  who,  in  his  kingdom  shall  say,  "  O 
give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  of  lords :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever." 
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"  To  him  who  alone  doeth  great  wonders  ;  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  To  him  that  by  wisdom  made  the  heavens 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  To  him  that  stretched  out  the  earth  above 
the  waters:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever." 

"  To  him  that  made  great  lights :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever." 

"  The  sun  to  rule  by  day ;  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth for  ever." 

"  The  moon  and  the  stars  to  rule  by  night ;  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  evef." 

"  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  high,  and  behold  who 
hath  created  these  things ;  that  bringeth  out  their 
host  by  number :  he  calleth  them  all  by  names  by 
the  greatness  of  his  might,  for  that  he  is  strong  in 

Eower ;  not  one  faileth."  (Isaiah  xl.  26.)  "The  Lord 
y  wisdom  hath  founded  the  earth :  by  understanding 
he  hath  established  the  heavens  :  by  his  know- 
ledge the  depths  are  broken  up,  and  the  clouds  drop 
down  the  dew."  (Proverbs  lii.  18.)  Who  is  like 
unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who  is  glorious  in  holiness, 
fearful  in  praises,  continually  doing  wonders? 
**  With  whom  took  he  counsel,  or  who  instructed 
and  taught  him  knowledge,  and  showed  to  him  the 
way  of  understanding  ?"  "  Of  him,  and  through  him, 
and  to  him,  are  all  things." 

"  To  him  that  smote  Egypt  in  their  first  born 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  And  brought  out  Israel  from  among  them ; 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

With  a  high  hand  and  an  outstretched  arm  did 
the  Lord  bring  out  Israel  from  the  land  of  Egypt 
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from  the  house  of  bondage ;  and  there  was  not 
one  feeble  person  among  all  their  tribes ;  he  went 
before  them  by  day  in  the  pillar  of  cloud,  which  at 
night  became  a  pillar  of  tire.  Thus  he  brought 
them  out. 

"  With  a  strong  hand,  and  with  an  outstretched 

arm  ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 
"  To  him  who  divided  the  Red  sea  into  parts ; 

for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 
"  And  made  Israel  to  pass  through  the  midst 

of  it ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 
"  But  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the 

Red  sea ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  Moses,  by  command  of  the  .Lord,  stretched  out 
his  hand  over  the  sea ;  and  the  Lord  caused  the  sea 
to  go  back  by  a  strong'  east  wind  all  that  night, 
and  made  the  sea  dry  land,  and  the  waters  were 
divided :  and  the  children  of  Israel  went  into  the 
midst  of  the  sea  upon  the  dry  gronud ;  and  the 
waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right  hand 
and  on  their  left.  The  Egyptians  pursued  and 
went  in  after  them  to  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  the 
waters  returned,  and  covered  the  chariots,  and  the 
horsemen,  and  all  the  host  of  Pharaoh,  that  came 
into  the  sea  after  them :  there  remained  not  so 
much  as  one  of  them.  But  the  children  of  Israel 
walked  upon  dry  land,  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and 
the  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  .their  right 
hand  and  on  their  left.  Thus  the  Lord  saved  Israel 
that  day  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Egyptians :  and 
Israel  saw  the  Egyptians  dead  upon  the  sea  shore." 
(Exodus  xiv  chapter.)  This  great  deliverance  was 
a  type  of  one  to  come.  In  that  day  it  shall  be  said, 
"  Awake,   Awake,   put  on  strength  0  arm  of  the 
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Lord.  (The  arm  of  the  Lord  is  Christ,  as  it  is 
written.  Who  hath  believed,  our  report,  and  to 
whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed)  awake  as  in 
the  ancient  days,  as  in  the  generations  of  old  (re- 
ferring to  this  jjreat  typical  event.)  Art  thou  not  it 
which  hath  dried  the  sea,  the  waters  of  the  great 
deep ;  that  hath  made  the  depths  of  the  sea  a  way  for 
the  ransomed  to  pass  over  ?  therefore  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and  come  with  singing 
unto  Zion  ;  and  everlasting  joy  shall  be  upon  their 
heads :  they  shall  obtain  gladness  and  joy ;  and  sor- 
row and  mourning  shall  flee  away."  (Isaiah  li.  9.) 
Thus  the  former  passage  or  journey  on  dry  land  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea,  was  the  type  of  one  yet  to 
come,  for  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  even  the  rem- 
nant of  Jacob,  which  are  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
chosen  race :  H  a  kingdom  of  priests,  and  an  holy 
nation." 

"  To  him  who  led  his  people  through  the  wil- 
derness :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

He  led  them  through  the  wilderness :  "  through  a 
land  of  deserts  and  pits  ;  through  a  land  of  drought 
and  the  shadow  of  death ;  through  a  land  that  no 
man  passed  through,  and  where  no  man  dwelt." 
( Jer.  u.  6.) ;  and  during  forty  years  he  fed  them  there 
with  manna  from  heaven ;  and  gave  them  drink 
out  of  the  flinty  rock :  "  for  they  drank  of  that  rock 
that  followed  them,  and  that  rock  was  Christ." 
Their  sojourn  in  the  wilderness  was  a  type  of  one 
to  come,  preparatory  to  their  triumphant  entry  into 
Jerusalem ;  for  it  is  written,  "  and  thev  thirsted  not, 
when  he  led  them  through  the  desert :  he  caused 
the  waters  to  flow  out  of  the  rock  for  them :  he 
clave  the  rock  also,  and  the  waters  gushed  out,  to 
give  drink  to  his  people,  his  chosen." 
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"  To  him  who  smote  great  kings :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever." 

"  And  slew  famous  kings :  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth for  ever." 

"  Sihon,  king  of  the  Amorites ;  for  his  mercy 
enduretn  for  ever." 

"  And  Og,  king  of  Bashan  :  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth for  ever." 

"  And  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage  :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  Even  an  heritage  unto  Israel  his  servant :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever" 

God  subdued  great  kings ;  and  will  subdue 
great  kings  again  :  he  will  make  their  enemies  to 
lick  the  dust :  "  no  weapon  that  is  formed  against 
thee  shall  prosper :  and  every  tongue  that  shall 
rise  against  thee  in  judgment  thou  shalt  condemn." 

"  Who  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

At  the  time  when  this  song  shall  be  sung  in  the 
land  of  Judah,  Israel  shall  be  delivered  from  his 
low  estate.  God  brought  him  low  for  his  iniquity, 
but  now  they  are  brought  into  a  wealthy  place, 
and  shall  not  see  sorrow,  or  trouble  any  more  for 
ever. 

•'And  hath  redeemed  us  from  our  enemies: 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  :  I  will  bring  thy 
seed  from  the  east,  and  gather  thee  from  the  west. 
I  will  say  to  the  north,  give  up,  and  to  the  south, 
keep  not  back :  bring  my  sons  from  far,  and  my 
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daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Thus  shall 
they  be  redeemed  and  delivered  from  all  their 
enemies,  and  shall  serve  the  Lord  in  his  holy  moun- 
tain at  Jerusalem. 

"  Who  giveth  food  to  all  flesh  :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever." 

While  yet  the  curse  remains,  "  the  Lord  is  good 
to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works," 
how  much  more  abundantly  will  he  bless  men  when 
the  curse  is  no  more  ;  when, "  instead  of  the  thorn 
shall  come  up  the  fir-tree,  instead  of  the  brier 
the  mvrtle  tree,  and  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a 
name,  for  an  everlasting  sign  that  shall  not  be  cut 
off."     Then  shall  all  flesh  say, 

"  0  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven  :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  The  heaven  is  my  throne, 
and  the  earth  w  my  footstool ;  where  is  the  bouse 
that  ye  build  unto  me  ?  and  where  is  the  place  of 
my  rest  ?  for  all  these  things  hath  mine  hand  made." 
(Isaiah  lxvi.  1.) 


PSALM    CXXXVII. 

1.  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  sat  down ; 
yea,  we  wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion. 

2.  We  hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in  the 
midst  thereof. 

3.  For  there  they  that  carried  us  away  captive 
required  of  us  a  song :  and  they  that  wasted  us 
required  of  us  mirth,  saying,  Sing  us  one  of  the 
songs  of  Zion. 

4.  How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a 
strange  land  ? 

5.  If  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning. 

6.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not 
Jerusalem  above  my  chief  joy. 

7.  Remember,  0  Lord,  the  children  of  Edom 
in  the  day  of  Jerusalem  ;  who  said,  Rase  it,  rase 
it,  even  to  the  foundation  thereof. 

8.  0  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to  be  des- 
troyed ;  happy  shall  he  be  that  rewardeth  thee  as 
thou  hast  served  us. 

9.  Happy  shall  he  be  that  taketh  and  dasheth 
thy  little  ones  against  the  stones. 

"  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  sat  down 
yea,  we  wept,  when  we  remembered 
Zion." 

The  Lord  afflicted  his  people  for  the  multitude  of 
their  transgressions,  and  sent  them  into  captivity, 
first  to  ancient  Babylon,  under  Nebuchadnezzar, 
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and  afterwards  to  modern  Babylon,  under  Titus 
and  Vespasian  ;  to  whom  succeeded  a  long  line  of 
oppressors,  first  of  Emperors,  and  then  of  Popes,  by 
whom  they  have  been  cruelly  oppressed  and  trodden 
down.  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  they  sat 
down,  and  wept,  when  they  remembered  Zion : 
when  they  remembered  her  that  formerly  was"  great 
among  the  nations,  and  princess  among  the  pro- 
vinces/' Where  now  was  the  magnificent  structure 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  High  God,  the 
maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  acknowledged  by 
him  on  the  day  of  its  consecration,  when  the  house 
was  filled  with  his  glory  ?  But  now  the  Lord  had 
covered  the  daughter  of  Zion  with  a  cloud  in  his 
anger,  and  cast  down  from  heaven  to  earth,  the 
beauty  of  Israel,  and  scattered  her  children,  like 
chaff  driven  before  the  wind,  into  the  land  of  her 
enemies :  there  they  mourned  and  wept. 

"  We  hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in 
the  midst  thereof." 

"  There  they  that  carried  us  away  captive  re- 
quired of  us  a  song ;  and  they  that  wasted 
us  required  of  us  mirth,  saying,  Sing  us 
one  of  the  songs  of  Zion." 

"As  he  that  taketh  away  a  garment  in  cold 
weather,  and  as  vinegar  upon  nitre,  so  is  he  that 
singeth  songs  to  an  heavy  heart"  It  was  thus 
with  the  sorrowful  sons  of  Jacob,  when  required 
to  sing  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion,  while  far  removed 
from  the  city  of  their  glory,  and  the  land  which 
God  had  given  to  their  fathers. 

"  How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  $ 
strange  land/' 
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"  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness,  and 
a  stranger  intenneddleth  not  with  its  joy."  In  the 
bitterness  of  their  souls,  how  could  they  sing? 
God  had  forsaken  them ;  had  turned  his  back  upon 
them,  as  if  he  knew  them  not ;  and  suffered  their 
oppressors  to  ride  over  their  heads.  They  could 
mourn  and  weep,  but  to  sing  they  had  no  hearty  for 
singing  is  the  indication  of  cheerfulness  and  ioy ; 
but  their  souls  were  overwhelmed  with  heaviness 
and  sorrow :  they  could  not  sine  the  Lord's  song  in 
a  strange  land ;  out  if  God  would  turn,  and  remem- 
ber his  former  loving-kindness,  according  to  the 
multitude  of  his  mercies ;  and  bring  them  again  by 
his  glorious  power  to  their  own  border,  even  the 
border  of  his  sanctuary,  and  the  mountain  which 
his  right  hand  hath  purchased,  then  would  they 
take  up  their  harps  and  sing ;  they  would  sing  the 
Lord's  song,  and  rejoice  in  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
their  Redeemer. 

"  If  I  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning." 

"If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  nrjr  tongue 
cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer 
not  Jerusalem  above  my  chief  joy," 

Jerusalem  is  destined  to  be  the  place  of  his  throne : 
in  the  purpose  of  God  she  is  to  "  Tbecome  an  eternal 
excellency,  a  joy  of  many  generations"  "  the  per- 
fection of  beauty :  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,"the  chief 
among  the  nations :  the  city  of  God ;  "  the  holy  place 
of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most  High."  They  shall 
prosper  that  love  her,  and  long  for  the  day  of  her 
glory,  for  then,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  shall  be  in  the 
midst  of  her ;  "  the  Lord  will  make  bare  his  holy 
arm  (which  is  Christ)  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations 
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and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the 
salvation  of  God :"  all  other  cities  are  fleeting  and 
shadowy,  "  for  the  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall," 
but  Mount  Zion  shall  never  be  removed.  The  heap 
on  which  her  ruined  walls  shall  be  built,  is  there  at' 
this  hour,  and  the  dust  thereof  is  holy:  we,  Gentiles, 
should  also  prefer  Jerusalem  to  our  chief  joy ;  and 
her  name  should  be  engraven  upon  our  hearts. 

"  Remember,  0  Lord,  the  children  of  Edom  in 
the  day  of  Jerusalem ;  (in  the  day  of  Je- 
rusalem's glory)  who  said,  Raze  it,  raze 
it,  even  to  the  foundation  thereof." 

"  0  (Edom)  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to 
be  destroyed  :  happy  shall  he  be  that  re- 
wardeth  thee  as  thou  hast  served  us." 

"  Happy  shall  he  that  taketh  and  dasheth  thy 
little  ones  against  the  stones." 

The  Edomites  were  the  posterity  of  Esau,  the 
brother  of  Jacob.  They  remembered  not  the 
brotherly  covenant,  but  bore  to  the  seed  of  Israel 
an  unprovoked  hostility,  which  first  manifested  it- 
self in  refusing  them  a  passage  through  their  coun- 
try, when  on  their  way  to  Canaan ;  so  that  they 
had  to  compass  the  whole  land  of  Edom.  This 
hatred  on  the  part  of  the  Edomites  continued  from 
generation  to  generation ;  and  nothing  seemed  to 
afford  them  so  much  gratification  as  to  hear  of  the 
calamities  that  befel  the  house  of  Jacob :  they  al- 
lied themselves  with  his  enemies,  and  "did  pursue 
their  brother  with  the  sword,  and  did  cast  oft  all 
pity ;  and  their  anger  did  tear  perpetually,  and 
and  they  kept  their  wrath  for  ever :  therefore  the 
Lord  hated  Esau,  and  laid  his  mountains  and  his 
heritage  waste  for  the  dragons  in  the  wilderness/' 
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Edom's  posterity  will  return,  and  rebuild  their 
desolate  places;  but  the  Lord  will  "throw  them 
down,  and  will  call  them  the  border  of  wickedness ; 
the  people  against  whom  the  Lord  hath  indignation 
for  ever."  Li  the  day  of  Jerusalem's  glory,  Edom 
shall  be  destroyed,  with  all  their  then  existing 
inhabitants,  and  the  whole  country  will  become  a 
perpetual  desolation.  "  Egypt  shall  be  a  desolation, 
and  Edom  shall  be  a  desolate  wilderness,  for  the 
violence  against  the  children  of  Judah,  because 
they  have  shed  innocent  blood  in  their  land.  But 
Judah  shall  dwell  for  ever,  and  Jerusalem  from 
generation  to  generation.  For  I  will  cleanse  their 
blood  that  I  nave  not  cleansed :  for  the  Lord 
dwelleth  in  Zion."  (Joel  iii.  19.) 


PSALM    CXXXVIII. 

1.  I  will  praise  thee  with  my  whole  heart :  before 
the  gods  will  I  sing  praise  unto  thee. 

2.  I  will  worship  toward  thy  holy  temple,  and 
praise  thy  name  for  thy  loving-kindness  and  for 
thy  truth  :  for  thou  hast  magnified  thy  word  above 
all  thy  name. 

3.  In  the  day  when  I  cried  thou  answeredst  me, 
and  strengthenedst  me  with  strength  in  my  soul. 

4.  All  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  praise  thee,  0 
Lord,  when  they  hear  the  words  of  thy  mouth. 

5.  Yea,  they  shall  sing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  : 
for  great  is  the  glory  of  Lord. 

6.  Though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  respect 
unto  the  lowly :  but  the  proud  he  knoweth  afar  off. 

7.  Though  I  walk  in  the  midst  of  trouble,  thou 
wilt  revive  me ;  thou  shalt  stretch  forth  thine  hand 
against  the  wrath  of  mine  enemies,  and  thy  right 
hand  shall  save  me.  ' 

8.  The  Lord  will  perfect  that  which  concerneth 
me  :  thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  endureth  for  ever :  forsake 
not  the  works  of  thine  own  hands. 


M 


I  will  praise  thee  with  my  whole  heart." 


The  perfect  man  is  he  who  loves  God  "  with  all 
his  heart,  with  all  his  mind,  with  all  his  soul,  and 
with  all  his  strength ;"  this  did  Christ ;  and  this  he 
still  does;  and  this  he  ever  will  do;  as  he  himself 
testifies  in  the  119th  Psalm,  "  So  will  I  keep  thy 
law  continually,  yea,  for  ever  and  ever ;"  "  Every 
day  will  I  bless  thee,  and  will  praise  thy  name  for 
ever  and  ever." 
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670  THOU  HAST  MAGNIFIED  THY  WORD. 

"  Before  the  gods  will  I  sing  praise  unto  thee." 

The  gods  are  they  to  whom  the  word  of  God  came; 
who  received  that  word;  were  made  partakers  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  so  became  a  habitation  of  God 
through  the  Spirit.  In  the  "regeneration,  they  shall 
sit  with  Christ  on  thrones,  judging  the  tribes  of 
Israel :"  and  before  them,  and  in  their  sight,  and  ac- 
companied by  them,  Christ  will  sing  praises  unto 
God. 

"  I  will  worship  toward  thy  holy  temple,  and 
praise  thy  name  for  thy  loving-kindness 
and  thy  truth." 

This  prayer  to  the  Father  was  directed  towards 
his  holy  temple,  where  his  especial  presence  is: 
"for  the  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  (and  from  thence) 
his  eyes  behold,  and  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of 
men."  It  is  a  true  temple  or  tabernacle,  which  the 
Lord  has  pitched  in  the  third  heavens,  thence  to 
descend  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  into  immediate 
proximity  to  our  earth.  To  his  Father  he  directed 
his  prayer,  and  praised  his  name,  for  his  loving- 
kindness  and  his  truth. 


Thou  hast  magnified  thy  word  above  all  thy 
name." 


"His  word  is  settled  in  heaven  :"  it  is  immoveably 
fixed,  even  the  word  of  his  promise,  that  word 
which  God  has  magnified  above  all  his  name, 

•*  In  the  day  when  I  cried  thou  answeredst  me, 
and  strengthenedst  me  with  strength  in 
my  soul," 
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God  strengthened  Christ :  and  this  strength  was 
ever  communicated  in  answer  to  prayer ;  in  all  his 
endurance  of  evil,  he  was  sustained  by  God:  he  was 
strengthened  with  strength  in  his  soul. 

"  All  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  praise  thee, 
0  Lord,  when  they  hear  the  words  of 
thy  mouth." 

While  thus  being  strengthened  with  all  strength 
by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man ;  he  looked  not  at 
the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which 
are  not  seen.  He  looked  afar  ofl,  into  the  coming 
glory,  "  when  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  praise 
thee,  0  Lord,  when  they  hear  the  words  of  thy 
mouth."  They  shall  hear  his  words  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  himself;  for  they  shall  come  up 
to  worship  him  in  his  holy  mountain  ;  "and  he  will 
teach  them  of  his  ways,  and  they  will  walk  in  his 
laws ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and 
the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.'* 

"  Yea,  they  shall  sine  in  the  ways  ot  the  Lord ; 
for  great  shall  be  the  glory  of  the  Lord." 

"  In  every  place  shall  incense  be  offered  unto  the 
Lord,  and  a  pure  offering."  Then  shall  be  joy  and 
gladness  through  all  the  earth ;  but  the  desire  of  all 
hearts  will  be  Jerusalem,  where,  "  from  one  new 
moon  to  another,  and  from  one  sabbath  to  another 
shall  all  flesh  come  to  worship  before  the  Lord ;" 
and  there  shall  they  sing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 
God  himself  will  be  their  crown  of  glory,  and  dia- 
dem of  beauty.  "  They  also  of  Sheba  and  Seba 
shall  come,  bringing  gold,  and  incense,  and  shall 
shew  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord." 


672  THY  RIGHT  HAND  SHALL  SAVE  ME. 

"  Though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  re- 
spect unto  the  lowly ;  but  the  proud  he 
knoweth  afar  off." 

• 

God  is  high :  Ihe  whole  universe  is  his  work- 
manship. He  fills  immensity,  and  eternity.  "  Thus 
saith  the  High  and  lofty  One  who  inhabiteth  eter- 
nity and  its  praises,  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy 
place ;  with  mm  also  that  is  of  an  humble  and  con- 
trite spirit,  to  revive  the  hearts  of  the  humble,  and 
to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  contrite  ones."  "  Though 
the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  respect  unto  the 
lowly ;  but  the  proud  he  knoweth  afar  off/*  The 
most  lowly  one  who  ever  breathed  was  Jesus  him- 
self, "meek,  and  lowly  in  heart."  To  him  God  had 
respect :  he  lifted  him  out  of  the  dust,  and  set  him 
at  his  own  right  hand,  and  gave  him  a  name  which 
is  above  every  name. 

"  Though  I  walk  in  the  midst  of  trouble,  thou 
wilt  revive  me :  thou  shalt  stretch  forth 
thine  hand  against  the  wrath  of  mine 
enemies,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  save 
me." 

"His  soul  was  full  of  trouble;"  all  God's  waves 
and  billows  passed  over  him ;  he  poured  out  his 
soul  unto  death  ;  bi\t  God  revived  nim  ;  he  raised 
up  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  his  right  hand  saved  him,  and 
set  him  on  high,  far  above  the  wrath  of  his  enemies* 

"  The  Lord  will  perfect  that  which  concerneth 
me :  thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  endureth  for 
ever  :  forsake  not  the  works  of  thine  owl 
hands/9 
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"  He  trusted  in  God,  thatjhe  would  deliver  him." 
With  these  words  his  persecutors  taunted  him,  at 
a  moment  when  they  supposed  he  was  beyond  the 
power  of  deliverance;  but  after  two  setting  sans, 
and  before  the  rising  of  a  third,  the  deliverance 
came !  God  set  him  on  high,  because  he  had 
known  his  name  :  he  perfected  that  which  con- 
cerned him ;  and  did  not  '•  forsake  the  work  of  his 
own  hands."  It  is  with  reference  to  this  great 
deliverance  he  thus  speaks  in  the  27th  Psalm, 
"  And  now  shall  mine  head  be  lifted  up  above  mine 
enemies  round  about  me :  therefore  will  I  offer  in 
his  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy  ;  I  will  sing,  yea,  I 
will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord."  And  again  in  the 
31st  Psalm,  "  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy 
mercy ;  for  thou  hast  considered  my  trouble  :  thou 
hast  known  my  soul  in  adversities ;  and  hast  not 
shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy  :  thou  hast 
set  my  feet  in  a  large  room;"  and  again  in  the 
30th  Psalm,  "  Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my  mourn- 
ing into  dancing :  thou  hast  put  off  my  sackcloth 
and  girded  me  with  gladness  ;  to  the  end  that  my 

glory  may  sing  praise  to  thee,  and  not  be  silent. 
Lord  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for 
ever." 


PSALM   CXXXIX. 

1.  0  Lord,  thou  hast  searched  me,  and  known 
me. 

2.  Thou  knowest  my  down-sitting  and  mine  up- 
rising, thou  understandsst  my  thoughts  afar  ofi. 

3.  Thou  compassest  my  path  and  my  lying 
down,  and  art  acquainted  with  all  my  ways. 

4.  For  there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue,  but,  lo, 

0  Lord,  thou  knowest  it  altogether. 

5.  Thou  hast  beset  me  behind  and  before,  and 
laid  thine  hand  upon  me. 

6.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me ;  it  k 
high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it. 

7.  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  or 
whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence  t 

8.  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there :  if 

1  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou  art  there, 

9.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea ; 

10.  Even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy 
right  hand  shall  hold  me. 

11.  If  I  say,  surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me; 
even  the  night  shall  be  light  about  me. 

12.  Tea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee ;  but 
the  night  shineth  as  the  day :  the  darkness  and  the 
light  are  both  alike  to  thee. 

13.  For  thou  hast  possessed  my  reins :  thou  hast 
covered  me  in  my  mother's  womb. 

14.  I  will  praise  thee ;  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made ;  marvellous  are  thy  works ;  and 
that  my  soul  knoweth  right  well. 
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15.  My  substance  was  not  hid  from  thee,  when  I 
was  made  in  secret,  and  curiously  wrought  in  the 
lowest  parts  af  the  earth. 

16.  Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance,  vet  being 
imperfect ;  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were 
written,  which  in  continuance  were  fashioned,  when 
as  yet  there  was  none  of  them. 

17.  How  precious  also  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me, 
0  God !  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them  I 

18.  If  I  should  count  them,  they  are  more  in 
number  than  the  sand :  when  I  awake,  I  am  still 
with  thee. 

19  Surely  thou  wilt  slay  the  wicked,  0  God;  de- 
part from  me  therefore,  ye  bloody  men. 

20.  For  they  speak  against  thee  wickedly,  and 
thine  enemies  take  thy  name  in  vain. 

21.  Do  not  I  hate  them,  0  Lord,  that  hate  thee? 
and  am  not  I  grieved  with  those  that  rise  up  against 
thee? 

22.  I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred;  I  count 
them  mine  enemies. 

23.  Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my  heart ;  try 
me,  and  know  my  thoughts ; 

24.  And  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me, 
and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting. 

"  0  Lord,  thou  hast  searched  me,  and  known 
me. 

"  Thou  hast  proved  mine  heart ;  thou  hast  tried 
me,  and  shalt  find  nothing,  for  I  am  purposed  in 
my  heart  that  my  mouth  shall  not  transgress." 
These  were  his  words  on  another  occasion:  and 
here  he  testifies  that  God  had  searched,  and  known 
him  :  and  God  himself  testifies  that  in  him  he  was 
well  pleased :  he  is  the  Holy  One  of  God ;  in  him  the 
remotest  breath  of  evil  never  found  a  lodgement. 


676  THOU  COMPASSEST  MY  PATH. 

"  Thou  knowest  my  down-sitting  and  mine 
uprising,  thou  understandest  my  thoughts 
afar  off." 

"  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me :  because 
he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved/'  He 
believed  in  God  as  a  present  God :  God  was  never 
out  of  his  sight.  When  he  prayed  he  knew  that 
the  ear  of  God  was  open  to  his  prayers  :  he  walked 
with  God  as  one  beside  him,  ana  to  whom  he  could 
pour  out  his  complaint.  This  is  a  Psalm  expressive 
of  the  wonderful  omnipresence  of  Goo,  who 
knoweth  our  down  sitting  and  our  uprising,  and 
understandeth  our  thoughts  afar  off.  No  created 
mind  can  attend  to  two  things  at  one  and  the  same 
moment :  but  God  gives  the  most  perfect  attention 
to  hundreds  of  millions  of  different  matters  at  one 
and  the  same  instant  of  time.  It  is  not  a  distant 
survey  of  the  movements  of  nations,  but  a  minute 
attention  to  the  characters  of  the  numberless 
millions  composing  these  nations.  He  knoweth  all 
the  secret  springs  of  actions,  and  has  them  treasured 
up  in  his  memory ;  a  memory  that  forgets  nothing. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  should  he  be  qualified  to 
judge  the  world  t  how  could  he  "  bring  every  work 
into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether 
it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil  V  God  is  above 
all,  and  through  all,  and  in  us  all :  present  with  us 
at  all  times.  "  Tet  thou  art  a  God,  that  hidest  thy- 
self, 0  God  of  Israel,  the  Saviour." 

"  Thou  compassest  my  path  and  my  lying 
down,|  and  art  acquainted  with  all  my 
ways." 

Zion  Baid  in  her  affliction,  "  The  Lord  hath  for- 
saken me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me."   "  Can 
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a  woman  forget  her  sucking  child,  that  she  should 
not  have  compassion  on  the  son  of  her  womb  t  yea, 
they  may  forget ;  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee."  His 
eyes  are  over  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open 
to  their  prayers;  but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is 
against  them  that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remem- 
brance of  them  from  the  earth.  Whether  men  be 
good  or  bad,  righteous  or  evil,  God's  eye  is  ever 
upon  them  ;  he  compasseth  our  path,  and  our  lying 
down,  and  is  acquainted  with  all  our  ways :  "  Be- 
hold, I  go  forward,  said  Job,  but  he  is  not  there, 
i.e.  but  1  see  him  not)  and  backward,  but  I  cannot 
perceive  him :  on  the  left  hand  where  he  doth 
work,  but  I  cannot  behold  him  ;  he  hideth  himself 
on  the  right  hand,  that  I  cannot  see  him  ;  but  he 
knoweth  the  way  that  I  take  ;  when  he  hath  tried 
me  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold."  (Job  xxiii.  8). 

"  There  is  not  a  word  on  my  tongue,  but  lo, 
0  Lord,  thou  knowest  it  altogether." 

"  For  every  idle  word  that  men  shall  speak,  they 
shall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment ;" 
but  how  could  this  be  possible,  if  God  had  not 
heard  all  those  idle  words,  and  kept  them  all  in 
memory?  He  hears  all,  and  forgets  nothing. 
Speaking  to  Jeremiah,  concerning  the  Jews,  he 
says,  "  I  hearkened  and  heard,  but  they  spake  not 
aright :  no  man  turned  from  his  wickedness,  saying, 
What  have  I  done  ?  but  every  man  went  on  his 
course,  as  the  horse  rusheth  into  the  battle." 
Again  in  the  50th  Psalm,  "  Because  I  kept  silence, 
thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  as 
thyself;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  them  (the 
actions  of  thy  life)  m  order  before  thine  eyes.'' 


678      HE  KNOWETH  THE  SECRETS  OF  THE  HEART. 

Thus  the  words  of  our  mouth,  and  the  thoughts  of 
our  heart  are  all  naked  before  him,  "  for  he  knoweth 
the  very  secrets  of  the  heart." 

"  Thou  hast  beset  me  behind  and  before,  and 
laid  thine  hand  upon  me." 

The  whole  history  of  mankind  from  the  beginning 
bears  attestation  to  this  truth,  viz.,  that  God  is 
everywhere  present,  beholding  the  good  and  evil : 
as  he  himself  testifies,  saying,  "  Do  not  I  fill  heaven 
and  earth,  saith  the  Lord  ?"  "  Understand,  there- 
fore, ye  brutish  among  the  people  ;  and  ye  fools, 
when  will  ye  be  wise  1  He  that  planted  the  ear, 
shall  he  not  hear  ?  He  that  formed  the  eye,  shall  he 
not  see  V  He  who  is  able  to  construct  and  perfect 
the  delicate  mechanism  of  the  eye,  and  the  ear, 
cannot  be  himself  defective  in  those  organs.  We 
admit  that  it  must  be  so,  yet  we  forget  God.  But 
God  will  not  forget  to  punish  all  who  do  not  retain 
God  in  their  knowledge,  and  have  not  the  fear  of 
God  before  their  eyes,  for  "  the  wicked  shall  be 
turned  into  hell,  even  all  the  nations  that  forget 
God." 

"  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me  ;  it 
is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it" 

It  is  indeed  most  wonderful  that  there  is  in 
existence  such  a  Being,  possessed  of  so  amazing 
powers,  as  to  be  able  to  take  in  the  universe  with 
all  its  innumerable  details  at  one  glance  ;  and  with- 
out the  least  effort,  control,  direct,  and  overrule  all 
for  the  accomplishment  of  his  high  behests  !  God 
has  given  abundant  proof  to  mankind  that  he  is 
omnipotent,  omniscient,  and  omnipresent ;  that  he 
is  possessed  of  unlimited  power  ;  knows  all  things ; 
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and  is  himself  everywhere  present.  To  deny  this, 
even  in  our  hearts,  is  to  make  God  a  liar.  Remem- 
ber Abraham's  bond-maid,  whom  the  Lord  met  and 
relieved  in  her  affliction  ;  she  said,  "  Have  I  looked 
on  him  who  seeth  me."  This  was  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  omnipresence  of  God.  Remember 
also  the  words  of  Elijah,  when  he  stood  before 
Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel,  "  As  the  Lord  of  hosts 
liveth,  before  whom  I  stand,  there  shall  be  neither 
dew  nor  rain  these  years  but  according  to  my 
word ;"  thus  he  set  God  before  him,  and  without 
this  it  is  impostrible  to  please  God;  for,  "he  that 
cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is  ;"  without 
this  conviction,  prayer  is  but  an  empty  name,  a 
sounding  brass,  and  a  tinkling  cymbal.  It  is  of  the 
essence  of  prayer,  that  we  approach  unto  God ;  to 
do  this,  wemust  be  persuaded  that  he  is  the  hearer 
of  prayer,  and  this  persuasion  must  itself  rest  on 
the  fact  of  his  omnipresence ;  a  fact,  which,  though 
universally  admitted,  is  believed  in  by  few  ;  and  of 
these,  only  a  small  part  live  under  its  influence  ;  i.e. 
set  God  before  them  at  all  times.  The  tendency 
to  forget  God  as  thus  ever  present  xoith  us,  is  so  great, 
that,  without  unceasing  watchfulness,  and  unceasing 
prayer,  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  the  conviction, 
— a  conviction  essential  to  progress  in  the  divine 
life :  for  he  that  forgets  God,  is  defenceless  in  the 
midst  of  an  armed  host  of  God's  enemies,  and  is 
sure  to  be  overthrown. 

"Whither  shall  I  go  frQm  thy  Spirit?  or 
whither  shall  1  flee  from  thy  presence  t" 

"  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there  : 
if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  thou  art  there." 

"  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea:" 
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"  Even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy 
right  hand  shall  hold  me." 

"  All  things  are  naked  and  open  to  the  eyes  of 
him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.'     If  we  ascend  to 
heaven,  the  place  of  his  habitation,  and  of  his  glory 
we  shall  find  him  there  enthroned,  and  adored  by 
ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of 
thousands.     If  we   descend  into  the   horrible  pit, 
where  the  souls  of  the  lost  are,  without  hope,  but 
"with  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  of  fiery 
indignation,"  there  also  he  is :  for  hell  and  destruc- 
tion are  before  his  eyes  :"  if  we  take  the  wings  of 
the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  remotest  corners  of 
the  earth,  there  will  his  hand  lead  us,  and  his  right 
hand  hold  us  up.     No  man  can  secrete  himself  from 
God:    he  is  everywhere  present,   beholding  the 
good  and  the  evil.     How  it  is  so,  no  created  being 
can  comphrehend,  neither  does  God  expect  us  to  un- 
derstand it :  but  he  does  call  on  us  to  believe  it :  and 
without  this  belief,  we  cannot  please  God :  for  "  he 
that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  w,  and  that 
he  is  the  rewarder  of  all  who  diligently  seek  him.'* 
11  Enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou  hast  shut  to 
thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  who  is  in  secret :  and 
thy  Father  who  seeth  in  secret,  himself  shall  re- 
ward thee  openly.*     "  Keep  silence  before  me,  0 
Islands :  and  let  the  people  renew  their  strength : 
let  them  come  near,  then  let  them  speak :  let  us 
come  near  together  to  judgment."    To  come  near 
is  to  believe  that  he  is  :  "  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith ;"  believe  that  God  is  here,  and  that  God  is 
Love.     This  is  the  faith  of  the  just ;  and  the  just 
shall  live  by  faith.     God  is  by  them  seen,  although 
invisible :  and  they  endure  as  seeing  him  who  is  in- 
visible. 
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"  If  I  say,  surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me  ; 
even  the  night  shall  be  light  about  me." 

"  Yea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee  ;  but 
the  night  shineth  as  the  day :  the  darkness 
and  the  light  are  both  alike  to  thee." 

"  God  is  light  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all." 
*'  Can  any  hide  himself  in  secret  places,  that  I  shall 
not  see  him,  saith  the  Lord  V9  "  I  form  the  light, 
and  I  create  darkness,  I  make  peace,  and  create 
evil ;  I  the  Lord  do  all  these  things," 


"Thou  hast  possessed  my  reins:  thou  hast 
covered  me  in  my  mother's  womb." 

"I  will  praise  thee  ;  for  I  am  fearfully  and  won- 
derfully made  ;  marvellous  are  thy  works ; 
and  that   my  soul  knoweth  right  well." 

"  My  substance  was  not  hid  from  thee,  when  I 
was  made  in  secret,  and  curiously  wrought 
in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth." 

"  Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance,  yet  being 
unperfect ;  and  in  thy  book  all  my  mem- 
bers were  written,  which  in  continuance 
were  fashioned,  when  as  yet  there  was 
none  of  them." 

Because  of  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  we  move 
on  in  life,  not  considering  that  we  ourselves  are  the 
workmanship  of  God  ;  "  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being  in  him."  How  different  with  Christ,  who 
offered  up  praise  and  thanksgiving,  while  acknow- 
ledging his  marvellous  wisdom  and  power  in  the 
formation  of  himself!  Surveying  his  body,  con- 
sisting of  many  members,  every  one  so  necessary 
to  the  whole,  and  every  one  in  its  proper  place,  and 
so  admirably  fitted  to  perform  its  required  functions 
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he  says,  "  I  will  praise  thee :  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  maae :"  God  made  us  in  secret,  in  the 
womb,  before  any  human  eye  rested  on  us; 
figuratively  called  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth; 
a  striking  figure  indeed  of  that  place  where  all  is 
darkness.  In  this  shut  up  dark  abode  did  God 
make  us  in  secret :  and  when  completely  formed, 
and  fitted  to  come  into  the  world,  he  brought  us 
forth,  and  presented  us  to  the  eyes  of  men ;  we 
entered  upon  a  new  mode  of  existence :  but  the 
same  power  was  still  indispensable  to  uphold  us  in 
our  infancy,  childhood,  youth,  and  manhood. 

"  How  precious  also  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me, 
0  God,  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them !" 

"Many,  0  Lord,  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful  works 
which  thou  hast  done,  and  thy  thoughts  which  are 
to  usward;  they  cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order 
to  thee  :  if  1  would  declare  and  speak  of  them,  they 
are  more  than  can  be  numbered."  (Psalm  xl.  5.) 
As  this  last  quotation  is  indisputably  the  language 
of  Christ,  so  do  these  words  evidently  flow  from 
the  same  pure  mind.  He  knew  the  thoughts  of 
God  toward  him,  and  regarded  them  as  exceeding 
precious ;  his  loving-kinanesis  was  before  his  eyes, 
and  shed  abroad  in  his  heart. 

"If  I  should  count  them,  they  are  more  in  num- 
ber than  the  sand  :  when  I  awake,  I  am 
still  with  thee." 

Blind  unbelief  can  see  nothing  of  the  goodness 
of  God.  When  the  heart  is  hardened  through  the 
deceitfulness  of  sin,  the  mercies  of  God  are  all  un- 
perceived :  he  loads  us  with  his  benefits,  but  they 
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meet  with  no  grateful  response ;  we  acknowledge 
him  with  our  lips,  but  he  is  far  from  our  hearts. 
God  will  withdraw  his  blessings  from  the  unthank- 
ful, but  will  continue  them  to  the  faithful.  "  Con- 
tinue thy  loving-kindness  to  them  that  know  thee, 
and  thy  righteouness  to  the  upright  in  heart." 
Jesus  received  all  God's  gifts  as  so  many  expres- 
sions of  his  love.  He  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
multitude  of  his  mercies  :  "  if  I  should  count  them, 
they  are  more  in  number  than  the  sand ;  when  I 
awake,  lam  still  with  thee  :"  thou  hast  not  left  me 
when  asleep,  thou  hast  made  me  to  dwell  in 
safety;  when  I  open  mine  eyes,  I  find  thee  still 
-with  me,  my  unwearied  benefactor ;  "  my  God,  my 
strength,  in  whom  I  will  trust,  my  buckler,  and  the 
horn  of  my  salvation,  and  my  high  tower." 

"  Surely  thou  wilt  slay  the  wicked,  0  God , 
depart  from  me,  therefore,  ye  bloody 
men." 

"If the  wicked  continue  in  his  wickedness,"  then 
"thou  wilt  slay  the  wicked,  0  God;"  and  surely  in  the 
day  when  I  judge,  I  will  say  to  them.  "Depart  from 
me,  all  ye  that  work  iniquity,"  all  ye  that  were  bloody 
men ;  (for  "  every  man  who  hateth  his  brother  xis 
a  murderer,  and  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life 
abiding  in  him.") 

"  They  speak  against  thee  wickedly,  and  thine 
enemies  take  thy  name  in  vain." 

There  are  few  open  blasphemers  of  the  name  of 
God ;  for  the  most  part  men  speak  respectfully  of 
him ;  so  it  was  with  the  Jews ;  they  professed  to 
be  worshippers  of  God,  and  yet  Christ  testified  of 
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them,  "  that  they  both  hated  him  and  his  Father." 
Men  profess  that  they  know  God,  "  but  in  works 
they  deny  him,  being  abominable,  and  disobedient, 
and  unto  every  good  work  reprobate."  Thev 
speak  against  him  wickedly,  wnen  they  speak 
against  his  truth :  they  take  his  name  in  vain,  in 
using  it  irreverently  in  common  conversation,  or  in 
formal  prayers.  No  man  can  speak  otherwise  than 
wickedly  against  God,  who  is  "  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  him, 
because  of  the  blindness  of  his  heart ;"  who  is  with- 
out God,  and  without  hope  in  the  world ;  of  all  such, 
Christ  speaks,  saying.  "  Surely  thou  wilt  slav  the 
wicked  0  God ;  depart  from  me  therefore,  ye  bloody 


men." 


"  Do  not  I  hate  them,  0  Lord,  who  hate  thee  ? 
and  am  not  I  grieved  with  them  that  rise 
up  against  thee  V9 

All  men  do  naturally  hate  God ;  and  therefore 
u  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God."  The  knowledge  of  God 
removes  the  enmity,  and  changes  the  heart ;  for 
this  purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that 
God  might  be  known.  Christ  is  God ;  believing  in 
him,  our  enmity  is  removed ;  but  all  who  believe 
not,  continue  to  be  haters  of  God,  "  hateful  and 
hating  one  another."  "  If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am 
he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins."  How  so  f  Because 
by  unbelief  men  continue  in  their  estrangement. 
"  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  eternal  life." 
How  so  1  Because  the  Son,  is  God.  Recognizing 
him  as  God,  we  are  reconciled :  "Jie  that  believeth 
not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him."    How  so  ?    Because  the  alienation 
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is  unremoved;  he  remains  through  unbelief  the 
enemy  of  God :  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  : 
"  he  treasures  up  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath, 
and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God." 
Christ  came  to  reveal  the  Father,  that  all  men 
might  turn  from  hatred  to  love  :  but  through 
unbelief  they  still  continue  haters  of  God.  Is  it  any 
wonder  then,  that  he  should  hate  them  who  con- 
tinue to  hate  his  Father  ?  "  If  he  had  not  come 
and  spoken  to  them,  they  had  not  had  sin."  If  he 
had  not  come  down  to  us,  and  in  the  likeness  of  a 
man  shewn  himself  to  be  God,  then  had  we  been 
comparatively  without  guilt ;  but  now  have  we  no 
excuse  for  sin ;  no  excuse  for  continuing  estranged 
from  God :  therefore  doth  the  Son  hate  all  those 
who  hate  his  Father,  and  is  grieved  with  those 
who  continue  in  rebellion  against  him. 

"  I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred  ;  I  count 
them  mine  enemies.." 

"If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words,  and 
my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto 
him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him  ;"  but  if  a  man 
hate  me,  he  will  disregard  my  words ;  and  I  will 
set  my  face  against  that  man ;  because  in  hating 
me,  he  hateth  my  Father  also  :  all  who  hate  him, 
do  I  hate  with  a  perfect  hatred ;  and  do  count 
them  mine  enemies ;  "  their  sorrows  shall  be 
multiplied  that  hasten  after  another  god;  their 
drink  offerings  of  blood  will  I  hot  offer,  nor  take  up 
their  names  into  my  lips."  Christ  will  not  intercede 
for  them  that  have  set  up  their  idols  in  their  heart ; 
they  are  wicked  persons  ;  he  will  not  know  them  ; 
when  they  come  to  stand  at  his  tribunal,  he  will 
say  unto  them,  "  I  know  ye  not ;  depart  from  me, 
all  ye  that  work  iniquity." 

45  vol.  n. 
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"  Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my  heart ; 

try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts" 
"  And  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me, 

and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 

"  Examine  me,  0  Lord,  and  prove  me  :  try  my 
reins,  and  my  heart."  (Psalm  xxvi.  2.)  "Let  my 
sentence  come  forth  from  thy  presence ;  let  thine 
eyes  behold  the  things  that  are  equal.  Thou  hast 
proved  mine  heart ;  thou  hast  visited  me  in  the 
night :  thou  hast  tried  me,  and  shalt  find  nothing :  I 
am  purposed  that  my  mouth  shall  not  transgress." 
(Psalm  xvii.  2.)  God  requireth  truth  in  the  inward 
man:  a  pure  heart  alone  can  please  him.  Thus 
did  Christ  present  himself  day  by  day,  without 
spot  unto  God,  through  the  eternal  Spirit;  and  was 
accepted  as  "  a  lamb  without  blemish,  and  without 
spot."  He  was  accepted  on  our  behalf,  and  as 
representing  our  race ;  and  in  his  acceptance  are 
we  accepted.  4i  For  God  made  him  to  be  sin  for 
us,  who  Knew  no  sin  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him." 


PSALM   CXL. 

1.  Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  the  evil  man :  pre- 
serve me  from  the  violent  man  ; 

2.  Which  imagine  mischiefs  in  their  heart :  con- 
tinually are  they  gathered  together  for  war. 

3.  They  have  sharpened  their  tongues  like  a 
serpent ;  adders' poison  is  under  their  lips.     Selah. 

4.  Keep  me,  0  Lord,  from  the  hands  of  the 
wicked ;  preserve  me  from  the  violent  man ;  who 
have  purposed  to  overthrow  my  goings. 

5.  The  proud  have  hid  a  snare  for  me,  and 
cords ;  they  have  spread  a  net  by  the  way-side ; 
they  have  set  gins  for  me.     Selah. 

6.  I  said  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  God : 
hear  the  voice  of  my  supplications,  0  Lord. 

7.  0  God,  the  Lord,  the  strength  of  my  salva- 
tion, thou  hast  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battle. 

8.  Grant  not,  0  Lord,  the  desires  of  the  wicked : 
further  not  his  wicked  device,  lest  they  exalt  them- 
selves.    Selah. 

9.  As  for  the  head  of  those  that  compass  me 
about,  let  the  mischief  of  their  own  lips  cover 
them. 

10.  Let  burning  coals  fall  upon  them :  let  them 
be  cast  into  the  fire  ;  into  deep  pits,  that  they  rise 
not  up  again. 

11.  Let  not  an  evil  speaker  be  established  in  the 
earth :  evil  shall  hunt  the  violent  man  to  over- 
throw him. 

12.  I  know  that  the  Lord  will  maintain  the 
cause  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor. 

13.  Surely  the  righteous  shall  give  thanks  unto 
thy  name  :  the  upright  shall  dwell  in  thy  presence. 
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"Deliver  ine,   0  Lord,   from  the   evil  man: 
preserve  me  from  the  violent  man." 

Whatever  is  not  of  God  is  evil :  all  that  is  of  the 
world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and 
the  pride  of  life  is  evil.  Every  man  is  evil,  in  whose 
heart  the  love  of  God  is  not  shed  abroad  :  "  he  that 
loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love  ;"  he 
that  knoweth  not  God  is  the  evil  man,  from  whom 
Christ  prays  to  be  delivered.  This  is  a  sweeping 
condemnation  of  the  great  mass :  but  alas  it  is  true, 
and  the  coming  day  will  declare  it:  0  then,  "seek  ye 
the  Lord,  while  he  may  be  found:  call  ye  upon 
him,  while  he  is  near :  let  the  wicked  forsake  his 
way  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and 
let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him,  and  unto  our  God,  and  he  will 
abundantly  pardon." 


M 


Who  imagine  mischiefs  in  their  heart :  con- 
tinually are  they  gathered  together  for 


war." 


"Their  heart  is  full  of  cursing  and  bitterness:  their 
throat  is  an  open  sepulchre :  they  flatter  with  their 
tongue :  their  feet  run  to  evil ;  they  make  haste 
to  shed  innocent  blood;  destruction  and  misery 
are  in  their  ways ;  the  way  of  peace  have  they  not 
known :  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  f ' 
they  do  think  evil,  and  imagine  mischiefs  in  their 
heart:  they  do  delight  in  war,  and  love  to  read 
tales  of  blood.  When  nations  go  to  war,  there  is 
a  deep  sensational  interest  excited  in  all  classes  to 
read  and  hear  the  accounts  of  deadly  conflicts  of 
men  with  men,  destroying  each  other  :  they  do  not 
shut  their  eyes  from  seeing  of  evil,  nor  stop  their 
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ears  from  hearing  of  blood  :  they  take  secret  plear- 
sure  in  the  miseries  of  their  fellow  creatures:  "hate- 
ful and  hating  one  another.'' 

"They  have  sharpened  their  tongues  like  a 
serpent :  adders'  poison  is  under  their  lips." 

"The  tongue  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly 
poison."  The  fear  of  God  regulates  the  tongue : 
out  where  this  is  wanting,  it  setteth  on  fire  the 
course  of  nature,  and  it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell.  As 
the  heart  of  an  ungodly  man  is  a  fountain  of  hatred 
so  his  tongue  is  the  channel  through  which  it  flows : 
they  sharpen  their  tongues  like  a  serpent ;  and  pour 
forth  their  venom,  even  bitter  worcis ;  as  the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately 
wicked,  and  is  like  the  troubled  sea,  when  it  can- 
not rest,  whose  waters  cast  forth  mire  and  dirt : 
like  the  steam  in  a  vessel  which  must  have  a  vent, 
or  it  would  burst  the  boiler,  so  the  tongue  freely 
emits  the  wickedness  which  lodges  within ;  there- 
fore "by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified  and  by 
thy  words  thou  shalt  be  condemned." 

"  Keep  me,  0  Lord,  from  the  hands  of  the 
wicked  :  preserve  me  from  the  violent 
man :  who  have  purposed  to  overthrow 
my  goings." 

"0  deliver  not  the  soul  of  thy  turtledove  uuto 
the  multitude  of  the  wicked."  (Psalm  lxxiv.  19.) 
The  wicked  sought  to  lay  hands  on  him,  but  they 
could  not,  because  his  hour  was  not  yet  come. 
They  took  up  stones  to  cast  at  him,  but  Jesus  hid 
himself,  and  went  out  of  the  temple,  going  through 
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the  midst  of  them,  and  bo  passed  by.  In  going 
through  the  midst  of  them,  their  eyes  were  holden 
that  they  should  not  know  him,  and  thus  did  God 
answer  his  prayer.  "  Keep  me,  0  Lord,  from  the 
hands  of  the  wicked,  preserve  me  from  the  violent 
man :  who  have  purposed  to  overthrow  my  goings." 

"  The  proud  have  hid  a  snare  for  me :  they 
have  spread  a  net  by  the  wayside :  they 
have  set  gins  for  me." 

How  often  did  they  seek  to  entangle  him, 
and  to  provoke  him  to  speak  of  manv  things, 
that  they  might  find  an  occasion  against  him; 
they  laboured  to  convict  him  of  doctrines  at 
variance  with  Moses  in  the  law :  and  to  bring  his 
miraculous  works  into  discredit,  by  ascribing  tnem 
to  Satanic  agency ;  they  racked  their  inventive 
faculties  to  overthrow  his  goings,  and  confound 
him  before  the  people :  these  were  the  snares,  and 
the  nets,  and  the  gins,  which  they  set  for  him  :  but 
greater  was  He  who  was  for  him,  than  they  who 
were  against  him. 

"  I  said  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  God :  hear 
ti\e  voice  of  my  supplications,  O  Lord.'* 

When  the  proud  were  thus  busily  engaged, 
hiding  their  snares  for  him,  spreading  their  net* 
and  setting  their  gius,  that  they  might  remove  him 
out  of  their  path,how  was  he  employed?  In  counter- 
plotting ?  No,  his  eyes  were  directed  upward  to  the 
great  source  of  deliverance.  "I  said  unto  the 
Lord,  Thou  art  my  God ;  (and  because  thou  art 
my  God)  hear  the  voice  of  my  supplications,  0  Lord." 
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"  0  God  the  Lord,  the  strength  of  my  salva- 
tion, thou  hast  covered  my  head  in  the 
day  of  battle." 

It  was  the  day  of  battle  with  Christ,  while  he  so- 

{'ourned  in  this  world  ;  he  contended  with  principal- 
ities, and  powers,  with  the  rulers  of  the  darkness 
of  this  world  ;  with  spiritual  wickednesses  in  high 
places ;  not  so  much  directly,  as  through  the  me- 
dium of  men,  over  whom  they  had  control,  and 
whom  they  continually  incited  and  stirred  up  to 
conflict  with  him  :  "  for  they  be  many  that  nght 
against  me,  0  thou  Most  High  :"  but  God  covered 
his  head  during  the  whole  of  that  terrible  conflict ; 
and  that  covering  was  the  "  helmet  of  salvation :" 
"  the  hope  set  before  him ;"  by  which  he  endured 
the  cross,  despised  the  shame,  and  is  now  set  down 
at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

"  Grant  not,  0  Lord,  the  desires  of  the  wicked ' 
further  not  their  wicked  devices  ;  lest 
they  exalt  themselves." 

"  They  ask  and  receive  not,  because  they  ask 
amiss,  that  they  may  consume  it  on  their  lusts."  God 
will  frustrate  the  desires  of  the  wicked.  As  it  was 
with  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  when  the  Assyrian 
founded  it  for  them  :  "  they  set  up  the  towers  there- 
of;  they  raised  up  the  palaces  thereof;  and  God 
brought  it  to  ruin."  So  will  God  bring  all  the 
wicked  devices  of  men  to  nought,  and  make  their 
counsels  of  none  eflect.  "  The  Lord  hath  rejected 
thy  confidences;  and  thou  shalt  not  prosper  in  them ;" 
he  turneth  the  ways  of  the  wicked  upside  down  ;  and 
all  they  that  exalt  themselves  he  is  able  to  abase." 
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"  As  for  the  head  of  those  that  compass  me 
about,  let  the  mischief  of  their  own  lips 
cover  them." 

"  They  came  round  about  him  daily  like  water ; 
they  compassed  him  about  together;"  they  said, 
"  let  us  fight  against  him  with  words ;  and  surely 
we  will  prevail  against  him  ;  and  he  will  fall,  and 
so  will  we  have  our  revenge."  But  the  Lord 
Jehovah  was  with  him,  to  deliver  him,  and  frustrate 
their  wicked  devices,  and  put  them  to  silence  by 
causing  the  mischief  of  tneir  own  lips  to  cover 
them. 

"Let  burning  coals  fall  upon  them;  let  them 
be  cast  into  the  fire  ;  into  deep  pits,'  that 
they  rise  not  up  again." 

Many  reject  Christ  as  the  speaker  in  the  Psalms, 
on  account  of  such  texts  as  this,  being,  as  they 
suppose,  antagonistic  to  the  mild  spirit  of  the  gospel 
which  breatheth  "  good  will  towards  men  : '  and 
unlike  the  benevolent  heart  of  him  "  who  came  not 
to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them  ;"  but  they 
forget  that  Christ  spake   words   of   more   awful 
import  than,  any  recorded  in  the  Psalms;  as  for 
instance,  where  the  lost  are  shewn  to  be  in  positive 
torment,  without  any  prospect  of  relief,  or  of  the 
alleviation  of  their  sufferings ;  they  forget  his  awful 
denunciations    against  those   that  were    held    in 
highest  estimation  for  sanctity,  4<  Ye  serpents,  ye 
generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  dam* 
nation  of  hell  ?"     What  the  damnation  of  hell  is,  he 
plainly  declares  in  his  discourses,  saying,  that  **  he 
will  send  forth  his  angels,  and  will  sever  the  wicked 
from  among  the  just,  and  cast  them  into  a  furnace 
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of  fire;  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of 
teeth ;"  and  lest  it  should  be  supposed,  that  in  this 
furnace  of  fire  they  would  be  immediately  consumed, 
and  so  be  released  from  suffering,  he  declares  it  to 
be  perpetual,  "  the  worm  that  dieth  not,  and  the  fire 
that  is  not  quenched."  When  he  pronounces  the 
the  final  sentence  for  doom,  he  will  say,  "  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Does  not  the  history 
of  the  past  shew  that  God  can  be  severe  ?  Look 
at  the  flood,  which  overwhelmed  the  whole  world ! 
Look  at  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ; 
the  judgments  on  the  Egyptians  and  the  Canaanites; 
and  onward  through  successive  generations,  until 
the  final  catastrophe  to  the  people  whom  he  had 
especially  chosen  for  himself?  "Knowing  therefore 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men."  Be  assured 
that  this  is  the  prayer  of  Christ,  imprecating  doom 
on  his  enemies  (and  all  are  his  enemies  who  are 
found  unreconciled  to  God),  "  let  burning  coals  fall 
on  them :  let  them  be  cast  into  the  fire ;  into  deep 
pits,  that  they  rise  not  up  again." 

"  Let  not  an  evil  speaker  be  established  in  the 
earth ;  evil  shall  hunt  the  violent  man  to 
overthrow  him." 

The  word  "  established  "  in  scripture  signifies 
permanence  :  durability;  everlasting  continuance;  as 
it  is  written,  "  Thou  hast  established  the  earth,  and 
it  abideth  ;"  and  again,  "  The  world  also  is  estab- 
lished, that  it  cannot  be  moved;"  but  an  evil  speaker 
shall  not  be  established,  "for  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are 
set  against  them  that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remem- 
brance of  them  from  the  earth."     Evil  shall  be  to 
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him  that  evil  thinks ;  "  evil  shall  hunt  the  violent 
man  to  overthrow  him ;"  all  who  love  not  God  are 
evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually. 

"  I  know  that  the  Lord  will  maintain  the  caufie 
of  the  afflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor." 

Such  as  are  afflicted  for  righteousness9  sake; 
such  as  are  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth  ; 
these  are  they  whose  cause  God  will  maintain; 
they  are  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  he  will  cover  their 
head  in  the  day  of  battle ;  and  will  give  them  a 
name  and  a  place,  better  than  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters ;  an  everlasting  name,  which  shall  not  be  cut 
off. 

"  Surely  the  righteous  shall  give  thanks  unto 
thy  name ;  the  upright  shall  dwell  in  thy 
presence." 

"  Him  that  overcometh,  will  I  make  a  pillar  in 
the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more 
out ;  and  I  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my 
God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God, 
which  is  new  Jerusalem,  which  cometh  down  out 
of  heaven  from  my  God,  and  I  will  write  upon  him 
my  new  name."  When  the  righteous  shall  shine 
forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father, 
then  will  they  give  thanks  unto  his  name.  They 
will  dwell  in  his  presence,  where  there  is  fulness  of 
joy,and  pleasures  for  evermore. 


PSALM    CXLI. 

1.  Lord,  I  cry  unto  thee  :  make  haste  unto  me ; 
give  ear  unto  my  voice,  when  I  cry  unto  thee. 

2.  Let  my  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as 
incense,  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  as  the 
evening  sacrifice. 

3.  Set  a  watch,  0  Lord,  before  my  mouth ;  keep 
the  door  of  my  lips. 

4.  Incline  not  my  heart  to  any  evil  thing,  to 
practise  wicked  works  with  men  that  work  iniquity: 
and  let  me  not  eat  of  their  dainties. 

5.  Let  the  righteous  smite  me ;  it  shall  be  a  kind- 
ness; and  let  him  reprove  me;  it  shall  be  an 
excellent  oil,  which  shall*  not  break  my  head :  for 
yet  my  prayer  also  shall  be  in  their  calamities. 

6.  When  their  judges  are  overthrown  in  stony 
places,  they  shall  hear  my  words;  for  they  are 
sweet. 

7.  Our  bones  are  scattered  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth  wood  upon  the 
earth. 

8.  But  mine  eyes  are  unto  thee,  0  God  the  Lord: 
in  thee  is  my  trust;  leave  not  my  soul  destitute. 

9.  Keep  me  from  the  snares  which  they  have 
laid  for  me,  and  the  gins  of  the  workers  of  iniquity. 

10.  Let  the  wicked  fall  into  their  own  nets, 
whilst  that  I  withal  escape. 

"  Lord,  I  cry  unto  thee ;  make  haste  unto  me ; 

£'ve  ear  unto  my  voice,  when  I  cry  unto 
ee." 


696  KEEP  THE  DOOR  OF  MY  UPS. 

"  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice ;  with  my 
voice  unto  the  Lord  did  I  make  my  supplication." 
"  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  he  inclined 
unto  me,  and  heard  my  cry/'  Thus  did  the  Lord 
Jesus  offer  up  prayers  and  supplications. 

"  Let  my  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as 
incense ;  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands 
as  the  evening  sacrifice." 

When  the  prayers  of  all  saints  come  up  before 
God,  there  ascendeth  up  along  with  them  much 
incense,  which  gives  them  a  precious  fragrance 
before  God  ;  every  prayer  proceeding  from  tne  lips 
of  men  must  be  mingled  with  this  incense,  in  order 
to  its  acceptance  before  God;  and  this  incense  is 
Christ,  for  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
him  ;  his  prayer  alone  is  set  forth  before  him  as 
incense,  for  in  him  "  the  Father  is  well  pleased ;" 
*'  all  his  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cassia, 
out  of  the  ivoiy  palaces ;"  through  him,  we'  both 
(Jew  and  Gentile)  have  access  by  one  Spirit  unto 
the  Father. 

"  Set  a  watch,  0  Lord,  before  my  mouth :  keep 
the  door  of  my  lips." 

"  He  did  not  sin  with  his  tongue,  but  kept  his 
mouth  with  a  bridle,  while  the  wicked  was  before 
him :  he  was  dumb  with  silence  ;  he  held  his  peace 
even  from  good,  and  his  sorrow  was  stirred ;  bis 
heart  was  hot  within  him  ;  while  he  was  musing, 
the  fire  burned ;  then  spake  he  with  his  tongue." 
(Psalm  xxxix  1).  Then  did  his  words  drop  as  the 
honey-comb ;  full  of  grace  and  truth. 
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« 

"  Incline  not  my  heart  to  any  evil  thing,  to 
practise  wicked  works  with  them  that 
work  iniquity." 

"  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  testimonies,  and  not 
to  covetousness ;"  nor  to  any  evil  thing.  "Turn 
away  mine  eves  from  beholding  vanity,  and  quicken 
thou  me  in  thv  way."  Thus  ne  prayed,  and  thus 
was  his  soul  delivered  from  death ;  his  eyes  from 
tears,  and  his  feet  from,  falling:  thus  he  walked 
before  God,  and  was  without  spot  and  blameless ; 
"  for  he  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  did  not 
wickedly  depart  from  his  God;  for  all  his  judg- 
ments were  before  him,  and  he  did  not  put  away 
his  statute3  from  him ;  therefore  hath  the  Lord 
recompensed  him,  according  to  his  righteousness, 
according  to  the  cleanness  of  his  hands  in  his  eye- 
sight." 

•*  And  let  me  not  eat  of  their  dainties." 

If  he  did  eat  bread  with  publicans  and  sinners, 
or  if  he  accepted  the  occasional  invitation  of  the 
Pharisees  to  aine,  it  was  not  to  eat  of  their  dainties, 
but  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  doing  them  good, 
by  faithful  instruction.  His  meat  was  to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  sent  him,  and  to  finish  his  work  : 
he  came  to  seek  and  to  save  them  that  were  lost. 
The  Son  of  man  indeed  came  eating  and  drinking, 
and  they  said,  "  Behold  a  gluttonous  man,  and  a 
wine-bibber;"  but  wisdom  is  justified  of  all  her 
children,  and  of  this  the  chiefest  and  best. 


<« 


Let  the  righteous  smite  me :  it  shall  be  a 
kindness  :and  let  him  reprove  me  :  it  shall 
be  an  excellent  oil  which  shall  not  break 
my  head ;  for  yet  my  prayer  also  shall  be 
(for  them)  in  their  calamities," 
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The  righteous  indeed  never  had  occasion  to 
smite,  or  to  reprove  him  ;  and  to  his  keen-sighted 
enemies  he  said,  which  of  you  convinceth  me  of 
sint  Which  of  you  can  charge  me  with  evil 
speaking,  with  deceit,  or  with  any  departure  from 
pure  uprightness  ?  To  this  they  were  constrained 
to  be  silent,  for  they  found  no  evil  thing  to  say  of 
him  :  but  not  only  to  man  could  he  appeal  for  the 
purity  of  his  life,  but  to  God  also,  saying,  "  O  Lord 
my  God,  if  I  have  done  this  :  if  there  be  iniquity  in 
my  hands :  if  I  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that 
was  at  peace  with  me,  (yea  I  have  delivered  him 
that  without  cause  is  mine  enemy.)  Let  the  enemy 
persecute  my  soul,  and  take  it :  yea,  let  him  tread 
down  my  life  upon  the  earth,  and  lay  mine  honour 
in  the  dust.  (Psalm  vii.  4.;  Thus  did  he  imprecate 
vengeance  upon  his  own  head,  if  iniquity  could  be 
found  in  his  hands :  but  he  knew  no  sin,  neither 
was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  :  and  we  are  complete 
in  him,  who  is  "  the  Lord  our  Righteousness." 

"  When  their  judges  are  overthrown  in  stony 
places,  they  snail  hear  my  words ;  for  they 
are  sweet." 

It  is  of  the  righteous  he  is  speaking ;  concerning 
whom  he  had  said,  that  according  to  their  faithful 
dealing  with  him  in  reproof,  if  there  were  aught  in 
him  to  reprove,  so  should  his  prayer  be  lifted  up 
for  them  in  the  time  of  their  calamities,  and  so 
would  he  deliver  them  in  that  day  when  they  were 
overthrown  in  stony  places,  and  brought  down  to 
the  earth  by  the  strong  hand  of  their  enemies :  they 
would  hear  (or  remember)  his  words,  for  they  are 
sweet,  and  would  be  an  ample  solace  to  them  in  the 
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hour  of  deepest  affliction.  How  many  martyrs  for 
Jesus  have  found  it  so,  and  with  joy  have  yielded 
up  their  lives. 

"  Our  bones  lie  scattered  at  the  grave's  mouth 
as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth  wood 
upon  the  earth." 

Christ  contemplates  the  disregard  shewn  by  men 
to  their  remains  "  Our  bones  lie  scattered  at  the 
grave's  mouth,  as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth 
wood  upon  the  earth."  How  differently  are  they 
regarded  by  Him,  whose  servants  they  were,  and 
still  are,  though  now  disembodied :  he  who  had 
numbered  the  hairs  of  their  head,  when  alive,  now 
keepeth  all  their  bones,  and  though  they  be  scat- 
tered at  the  grave's  mouth,  his  eye  is  upon  them, 
and  he  will  honour  them  as  he  did  the  bones  of 
Elisha.  These  diy  bones  shall  live  :  God  will  bring 
skin  and  sinews  and  flesh  upon  them,  and  will 
breathe  upon  them,  and  they  shall  live.  God  shall 
say  unto  them,  "  Awake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in 
the  dust,  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs." 
While  the  wicked  continue  to  slumber  on  in  their 
graves,  until  the  day  when  they  shall  awake  to 
shame  and  everlasting  contempt,  the  righteous 
shall  be  alive  and  in  glorified  bodies,  reigning  with 
Christ  upon  the  earth."  "  The  upright  shall  have 
dominion  over  them  in  the  morning." 


u 
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But  mine  eyes  are  unto  thee,  0  God  the 

Lord :  in  thee  is  my  trust,  leave  not  my 

soul  destitute." 
Keep  me  from  the  snares  which  they  have 

laid  for  me,  and  the  gins  of  the  workers  of 

iniquity." 
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"Let  the   wicked  fall  into  their   own  nets, 
whilst  that  I  withal  escape." 

"  Mine  eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord,  for  he 
shall  pluck  my  feet  out  of  the  net."  It  was  to  God 
the  Lord  to  whom  he  looked,  and  in  whom  he  con- 
fided ;  therefore  his  soul  was  not  left  destitute  :  he 
was  protected  from  the  snares  and  gins  of  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  God  made  them  to  fall  into 
their  own  nets,  while  that  he  withal  escaped :  for 
they  said,  that  it  was  necessary  that  one  man  should 
die  for  the  people,  and  that  the  whole  nation  parish 
not.  so  they  put  to  death  an  innocent  man,  to  save 
the  nation  :  but  God  raised  him  up,  that  he  withal 
escaped,  while  their  deed  brought  upon  them  the 
ruin  of  their  nation :  and  thus  they  fell  into  their 
own  nets,  and  the  very  evil  which  they  dreaded. 
"Righteous  art  thou,  0  God,  and  upright  are  all  thy 
judgments."  "  God  will  choose  their  delusions  and 
bring  their  fears  upon  them,  because  when  he  called 
none  did  answer,  when  he  spake  they  did  not  hear, 
but  they  did  evil  before  his  eyes  and  chose  that  in 
which  he  delighted  not."  (Isaiah  lxvi.  4). 


PSALM    CXLII. 

1.  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice ;  with 
my  voice  unto  the  Lord  did  I  make  my  supplication, 

2.  I  poured  out  my  complaint  before  him;  I 
showed  before  him  my  trouble. 

3.  When  my  spirit  was  overwhelmed  within  me, 
then  thou  knewest  my  path.  In  the  way  wherein 
I  walked  have  they  privily  laid  a  snare  for  me. 

4.  I  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but 
there  was  no  man  that  would  know  me :  refuge 
failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  soul. 

«5.  I  cried  unto  thee,  0  Lord :  I  said,  Thou  art 
my  refuge  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

6.  Attend  unto  my  cry :  for  I  am  brought  very 
low :  deliver  me  from  my  persecutors;  for  they  are 
stronger  than  I. 

7.  Bring  my  soul  out  of  prison,  that  I  may  praise 
thy  name :  the  righteous  snail  compass  me  about ; 
for  thou  shalt  deal  bountifully  with  me. 

"  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice ;  with 
my  voice  unto  the  Lord  did  I  make  my 
supplication." 

"  I  poured  out  my  complaint  before  him ;  I 
showed  before  him  my  trouble." 

A  cry  indicates  distress ;  and  never  was  distress 
more  poignant  than  that  which  the  Son  of  man  en- 
dured ;  for  "  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him,  and 
to  put  him  to  grief,"  yet  in  all  his  afflictions  God  was 
46      *    '  vol.  n. 
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afflicted;  therefore  he  poured  out  his  complaint 
before  him  ;  he  showed  before  him  his  trouble. 

•'  When  my  spirit  was  overwhelmed  within  me 
then  thou  kneweet  my  path." 

In  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  his  spirit  was  over- 
whelmed within  him ;  and  being  in  an  agony,  his 
sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling 
to  the  ground.  If  it  had  been  possible,  the  cup  he 
was  required  to  drink  should  have  passed  from  him : 
but  that  was  not  possible,  even  with  God :  his  be- 
loved Son  must  drink  that  cup,  even  to  the  drees, 
or  the  whole  race  must  perish :  for  without  the 
shedding  of  (his)  blood,  there  could  be  no  remission. 
The  Lord  knew  his  path,  for  he  was  with  him  to 
support  him,  even  to  the  bitter  end. 

"In  the  way  wherein  I  walked*  have  they 
privily  laid  a  snare  for  me." 

He  went  to  Jerusalem  with  his  disciples,  to  the 
passover ;  he  went  out  with  them  for  prayer,  to 
the  garden  of  Gethsemane :  and  while  thus  engaged, 
his  enemies  came  upon  him  in  numbers,  in  the  dead 
of  night,  with  lanterns  and  torches  and  weapons ; 
thus  in  the  way  wherein  he  walked,  did  they  privily 
lay  a  snare  for  him. 

"  I  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but 
there  was  no  man  that  would  know  me  : 
refuge  failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  Hfe." 

Nowhe  is  on  the  cross :  and  as  at  his  apprehension, 
all  his  disciples  foorsook  him,  and  fled,  so  now, 
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"  lovers  and  friends  stand  aloof  from  his  sore,  and 
his  kinsmen  stand  afar  off."  Where  now  are  the 
multitudes  of  the  disciples,  who,  but  a  few  days 
previous,  rent  the  air  with  their  "  hosannahs  to  the 
Son  of  David  V9  Is  there  no  effort  made  to  save 
him  who  saved  so  many  others  t  Alas  no  I  the  fact 
of  his  being  in  so  humiliating,  so  degraded  a 
position,  is  a  fatal  blow  to  all  their  hopes,  and  ex- 
pectations, that  it  should  be  he,  that  would  redeem 
Israel;  for,  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  scripture, 
either  that  he  should  die,  or  that  he  should  rise 
again  from  the  dead ;  therefore  instead  of  help  in 
that  trying  hour,  their  suspicions  began  to  be 
awakened,  that  after  all  he  was  not  the  true  Messiah, 
which  should  come  into  the  world.  Because  he 
could  not  save  himself,  they  hid  as  it  were  their 
faces  from  him,  for  when  he  looked  on  his  right  hand 
and  beheld,  there  was  no  man  that  would  know 
him  :  refuge  failed  him :  no  man  seemed  to  care  for 
his  life.  "  0  all  ye  that  pass  by,  behold,  and  see  if 
there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow,  where- 
with the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me." 


"  1  cried  unto  thee,  0  Lord ;  I  said,  thou  art 

my  refuge  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of 

the  living." 
"  Attend  unto  my  cry ;  for  I  am  brought  very 

low ;   deliver  me  from  my  persecutors  ; 

for  they  are  stronger  than  I." 

The  Lord  of  glory  stooped  thus  low,  to  become 
as  the  oflscourings  of  the  world,  "  and  be  numbered 
with  transgressors,"  himself  in  the  centre,  as  if  he 
were  the  greatest ;  "  for  he  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  eroes ;"  and  on  that 
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croRS  he  looked  for  some  to  take  pity,  but  there 
were  none,  and  for  comforters,  but  he  found  none ; 
then  "  cried  he  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  Thou  art 
my  refuge."  "  Father,  into  thy  hands,  1  commend 
my  spirit."  God  delivered  him  in  a  new  and  un- 
expected manner,  in  answer  to  his  prayer. 

"  Bring  my  soul  out  of  prison,  that  I   may 
praise  thy  name." 

After  death  his  soul  went  into  prison,  "  he  was 
shut  up,  and  he  could  not  come  forth."  (Psalm 
lxxxvin.  8.)  He  descended  into  the  lower  parts  of 
the  earth ;"  he  truly  went  down  to  hell,  that  great 
prison-house  of  lost  souls :  he  was  the  great  state- 
prisoner  :  the  just  for  the  unjust,  having  made  his 
soul  an  offering  for  sin  ;  but  now  the  atonement  for 
sin  was  completed  ;  and  God  could  now  be  just,  and 
the  justifier  of  the  ungodly  who  believe  in  Jesus ; 
therefore  "he  did  not  leave  his  soul  in  hell,  nor 
suffer  his  holy  one  to  see  corruption :"  he  brought 
his  soul  out  of  prison,  that  he  might  praise  his  name: 
and  now — 

"  The  righteous  shall  compass  me  about ;  for 
thou  shalt  deal  bountifully  with  me." 

Christ  is  now  surrounded  by  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect ;  the  general  assembly  and 
church  of  the  first-born :  and  by  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels :  at  his  coming  he  will  give 
glorified  bodies  to  all  those  glorified  spirits  of 
just  men,  and  "  they  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in 
the  kingdom  of  their  father :"  so  shall  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  people  compass  him  about.    His  beloved 
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Israel  also  in  flesh,  as  described  in  the  14th  chapter 
of  Revelations,  they  also  shall  compass  him  about : 
and  their  numbers  at  first  comparatively  few,  (being 
but  a  remnant)  will  eventually  increase  into  number- 
less millions ;  all  of  them  taught  of  God  ;  "  the  plant- 
ing of  the  Lord,  and  the  work  of  his  hands ;"  all 
these  will  compass  him  about :  and  then  indeed  he 
will  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be  satisfied. 
When  the  congregation  of  the  peopleg  shall  thus 
compass  him  about,  he  will  judge  the  world  in  right- 
eousness, sitting  on  the  throne  of  his  glory ;  and 
"  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked,  shall  come  to  an 
end." 


PSALM    CXL1II. 

1.  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord,  give  ear  to  my 
supplications:  in  thy^faitbfolness answer  me,  and  in 
thy  righteousness. 

2.  And  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servant : 
for    in  thy  sight  shall  no  man  living  be  justified 

3.  For  the  enemy  hath  persecuted  my  soul ;  he 
hath  smitten  my  life  down  to  the  ground;  le 
hath  made  me  to  dwell  in  darkness  as  those  that 
have  been  long  dead. 

4.  Therefore  is  my  spirit  overwhelmed  within  me; 
my  heart  within  me  is  desolate. 

5.  I  remember  the  days  of  old;  I  meditate  on  all 
thy  works ;  I  muse  on  the  work  of  thy  hands. 

6.  I  stretch  forth  my  hands  unto  thee  :  my  soul 
thirsteth  after  thee,  as  a  thirsty  land.    Selah. 

7.  Hear  me  speedily,  0  Lord ;  my  spirit  faileth : 
hide  not  thy  face  from  me,  lest  I  be  like  unto  them 
that  go  down  into  the  pit. 

8.  Cause  me  to  hear  thy  loving-kindness  in  the 
morning ;  for  in  thee  do  I  trust :  cause  me  to  know 
the  way  wherein  I  should  walk ;  for  I  lift  up  my 
soul  unto  thee. 

9.  Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  mine  enemies :  I  flee 
unto  thee  to  hide  me. 

10.  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will ;  for  thou  art  my 
God  :  thy  spirit  is  good ;  lead  me  into  the  land  of 
uprightness. 

11-  Quicken  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  name's  sake ; 
for  thy  righteousness'  sake  bring  ray  soul  out  of 
trouble. 
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12.  And  of  thy  mercy  cut  off  mine  enemies,  and 
destroy  all  them  that  afflict  my  soul :  for  I  am  thy 
servant. 

"  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord,  five  ear  to  my 
supplications:  in  thy  faithfulness  answer 
me,  and  in  thy  righteousness." 

This  Psalm  is  a  continuation  of  the  former,  and  is 
part  of  the  prayer  wtich  he  poured  out  unto  God 
m  those  hours  of  darkness  when,  "  there  was  dark- 
ness over  all  the  land,  from  the  sixth  hour  unto  the 
ninth  hour,"  all  those  hours  he  was  employed  in 
silent,  deep,  and  fervent  prayer  unto  God:  the 
agony  of  his  bodily  suffering  was  outweighed  by 
the  fervour  of  his  soul :  he  did  not  hate  his  own 
flesh.  "  for  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flesh, 
but  nourisheth  and  cherisheth  it  :"  but  its  solicita- 
tion for  sympathy  was  overwhelmed  by  the  ardour 
of  his  soul  after  God :  that  he  "  in  his  faithfulness 
would  answer  him,  and  in  his  righteousness." 

"  And  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  ser- 
vant :  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  man  living 
be  justified." 

We  know  that  our  Lord  knew  no  sin,  that  he 
was  holy,  and  did  always  those  things  which  pleased 
God ;  yet  knowing  him  to  be  a  consuming  fire,  he 
is  pleased  thus  to  speak  to  his  Father,  and  say, 
"  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servant,"  and 
if  he,  the  true  and  faithful  witness  for  God,  thus 
speaks,  "  where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner 
appear  ?"  In  another  Psalm  he  says,  "  I  have  seen 
an  end  of  all  perfection  for  thy  commandment  is 
exceeding  broad."  "  In  thy  sight  shall  no  man 
living  be  justified." 
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"  The  enemy  hath  •persecuted  my  soul ;  he 
hath  smitten  my  life  down  to  the  ground ; 
he  hath  made  me  to  dwell  in  darkneaB  as 
those  that  have  been  long  dead." 

As  applied  to  David,  these  words  are  utterly  in- 
explicable. When  was  his  life  smitten  down  to  the 
ground  1  or  when  was  he  made  to  dwell  in  darkness 
as  those  that  have  been  long  dead?  There  is 
nothing  in  his  history,  which  even  with  the  most 
lax  interpretation,  will  admit  of  such  language: 
but  with  our  Lord  Jesus,  it  is  all  plain  and  easy  of 
understanding ;  he  was  persecuted,  and  eventually 
given  into  the  hand  of  his  persecutors,  by  whom  he 
was  condemned,  and  his  life  smitten  down  to  the 
ground;  i.e.  he  was  deprived  of  life,  and  thus 
indirectly,  they  made  him  to  dwell  in  darkness ;  for 

being  dead,  his  soul  went  down  into  the  lowest 
it,  in  darkness ;  in  the  deep."  (Psalm  Ixxxviii.) 

e  was  numbered  with  the  dead ;  and  was  now  in 
darkness,  like  to  those  that  have  been  long  dead* 

"  Therefore  is  my  spirit  overwhelmed  within 
me ;  my  heart  within  me  is  desolate." 


a 


s 


In  the  great  pit  of  destruction,  the  womb  of  the 
earth,  where  all  is  darkness  that  may  be  felt,  where 
despair  reigns  supreme,  there  was  he  shut  up ;  and 
could  not  come  forth:  therefore  his  spirit  was 
overwhelmed  within  him,  and  his  lieart  within  him 
was  desolate :  yet,  even  there,  his  confidence  in 
God  did  not  forsake  him ;  he  said,  "  I  cried  unto 
thee,  0  Lord,  and  unto  the  Lord  I  made  my  sup- 
plication ;  (I  said)  what  profit  is  there  in  my  blood, 
(now  that  I  have  gone  down  into  the  pit?)  Shall 
the  dust  praise  thee  ?  shall  it  declare  thy  truth  f 
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Hear,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me,  Lord,  be 
thou  my  helper."  (Psalm  xxx.  8).  Again,  while 
still  out  of  the  body,  he  said, — 

"  I  remember  the  days  of  old ;  I  meditate  on 
all  thy  works :  I  muse  on  the  works  of 
thy  hands." 

"  I  stretch  forth  my  hands  unto  thee  :  toy  soul 
thirsteth  after  thee,  as  (in)  a  thirsty  land." 

The  previous  history  of  Christ,  before  his  assump- 
tion of  humanity,  was  not  obliterated  from  his 
recollection  :  he  knew  where  he  was  before  his  ap- 

Searance  in  the  world,  as  he  said  to  the  unbelieving 
ews,  "  What,  and  if  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of  man 
adcend  up  where  he  was  before."  He  could  there- 
fore remember  the  days  of  old,  because  he  was 
himself  the  Ancient  of  days,  whose  history  had 
no  commencement ;  "  whose  goings  forth  were  of 
old  (even)  from  everlasting.  These  days  he  re- 
membered in  the  silence  of  the  dark  abyss :  there 
he  meditated  on  Jehovah's  works ;  he  mused  on 
the  works  of  his  hands.  Being  then  out  of  the 
body,  he  could  not  literally  stretch  forth  his  hands 
unto  God,  but  he  could  put  forth  that  deep  earnest- 
ness of  soul,  of  which  the  stretching  forth  of  the 
hands  to  God  is  the  indication,  and  thirsted  for  the 
bosom  of  God,  which  had  been  his  dwelling-place, 
before  there  yet  existed  any  living  thing.  The 
bosom  of  God  was  his  home :  his  strong  habitation, 
whereunto  he  continually  resorted,  in  a  dry  and 
thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is. 

"  Hear  me  speedily,  0  Lord :  my  spirit  faileth : 
hide  not  thy  face  from  me,  lest  1  be  like 
unto  them  that  (remain)  in  the  pit." 
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It  is  written  in  the  71st  Psalm,  "  Thou,  who 
hast  showed  me  great  and  sore  troubles,  shalt 
quicken  me  again,  and  shalt  bring  me  up  again 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth ;  thou  shalt  increase 
my  greatness,  and  comfort  me  on  every  side." 
Tnus  he  certainly  went  down  into  the  pit,  as  the 
Apostle  St.  Paul  also  testifies.  "  What  is  it  but 
that  he  also  descended  first  into  the  lower  parts  of 
of  the  earth,"  therefore  his  prayer  was,  tnat  he 
might  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  pit ;  to  dwell 
among  those  from  whom  God  has  hid  his  face, 
saving  unto  each  of  them,  "  Verily  I  say  unto  thee 
thou  shalt  not  come  out  thence,  until  thou  hast  paid 
the  uttermost  farthing."  It  was  necessary  that 
Christ  should  die,  and  also  go  down  to  hell :  but 
having  done  this,  the  atonement  was  complete: 
therefore,  when  "  out  of  the  belly  of  hell"  he  cried, 
"  Hear  me  speedily  0  Lord :"  speedily  was  his 
prayer  heard,  for  God  raised  him  up,  reuniting  soul 
and  body,  to  die  no  more. 

"  Cause  me  to  hear  thy  loving-kindness  in  the 
morning :  for  in  thee  do  I  trust :  cause  me 
to  know  the  way  wherein  I  should  walk ; 
for  I  lift  up  my  soul  unto  thee." 

"  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  saints  of  his,  and  give 
thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holiness:  for  his 
anger  endureth  but  a  moment :  in  his  favour  is  life : 
weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh 
in  the  morning."  (Psalm  xxx.  4.)  Truly  God  did 
cause  him  to  hear  his  loving-kindness  in  the  morning, 
in  the  early  morning  of  the  third  day,  the  angel  of 
the  Lord,  whose  "  face  was  like  lightning,  and  his 
raiment  white  as  snow,"  came,  and  rolled  away 
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the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre  :  and  out 
of  that  cave,  where  the  Lord  lay,  did  he  emerge 
to  die  no  more,  but  to  ascend  to  the  right  hand  of 
God,  where  he  ever  liveth.  to  make  intercession  for 
us. 

"  Deliver  me,  0  Lord,  from  mine  enemies :  I 

flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me." 
"  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will :  for  thou  art  my  God 

thy  spirit  is  good :  lead,  me  unto  the  land 

of  uprightness." 
"  Quicken  me,  0  Lord,  for  thy  name's  sake :  for 

thy  righteousness'  sake,  bring  my  soul  out 

of  trouble." 

He  prayed  for  deliverance  from  his  enemies,  and 
God  did  deliver  him,  and  set  him  up  upon  a  rock  ; 
"  and  now  his  head  is  lifted  up  above  his  enemies, 
round  about :  therefore  doth  ne  offer  in  the  hea- 
venly tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy ;  and  there  doth 
he  sing  praises  uuto  the  Lord.'  (Psalm  xxvii.  5.) 
"  Thou  art  my  God,"  "my  Father  and  your  Father, 
my  God  and  your  God."  His  God  did  bring  his  soul 
out  of  trouble,  and  did  quicken  him:  for  "he  both 
raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  will  raise  us  up  also 
by  Jesus,  and  quicken  us  together  with  him  :"  he 
desired  of  his  father  that  he  would  lead  him  to  the 
land  of  uprightness;  this  he  has  done,  inasmuch 
as  he  is  now  in  heaven,  where  "  his  will  is  done," 
hereafter  "  his  will  shall  be  done  on  earth  as  it  now 
is  done  in  heaven."  Then  the  earth  will  be  for 
ever  and  ever  the  land  of  uprightness,  for  "  there 
shall  be  no  more  curse :  but  the  throne  of  God  and 
and  of  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it :  and  his  servants 
shall  serve  him." 
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"  And  of  thy  mercy  cut  off  mine  enemies,  and 
destroy  all  them  that  afflict  my  soul ;  for 
I  am  thy  servant." 

This  final  portion  of  his  prayer  is  as  yet  un- 
answered ;  but  the  Father  hath  said  unto  him,  "  Sit 
thou  on  my  right  hand  until  (the  period  has  arrived 
that)  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool."  Then 
shall  they  be  cut  off  as  the  grass,  and  wither  as  the 
green  herb,  but  "  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth, 
and  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  of 
peace :"  "  yea,  the  righteous  shall  inherit  the  earth, 
and  dwell  therein  for  ever ;"  and  when  all  enemies 
are  laid  low,  then  shall  the  Son  deliver  up  the  king- 
dom to  the  Father,  and  for  ever  "  be  the  Fathers 
servant,"  while  God  shall  be  all  in  all. 


PSALM    CXLIV. 

1.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  strength,  which 
teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers  to  fight : 

2.  My  goodness,  and  my  fortress ;  my  high  tower, 
and  my  deliverer;  my  shield,  and  he  in  whom  I 
trust ;  who  subdueth  my  people  under  me. 

3.  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takest  knowledge 
of  him !  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  makest  account 
of  him. 

4.  Man  is  like  to  vanity :  his  days  are  as  a  shadow 
that  passeth  away. 

5.  Bow  thy  heavens,  0  Lord,  and  come  down : 
touch  the  mountains,  and  they  shall  smoke. 

6.  Cast  forth  lightning,  and  scatter  them  :  shoot 
out  thine  arrows,  and  destroy  them. 

7.  Send  thine  hand  from  above ;  rid  me,  and 
deliver  me  out  of  great  waters,  from  the  hand  of 
strange  children ; 

8.  Whose  mouth  speaketh  vanity,  and  their  right 
hand  is  a  right  hand  of  falsehood. 

9.  I  will  sing  a  new  song  unto  thee,  0  God : 
upon  a  psaltery  and  an  instrument  of  ten  strings 
will  I  sing-  praises  unto  thee. 

10.  It  is  he  that  giveth  salvation  unto  kings :  who 
delivereth  David  his  servant  from  the  hurtful 
sword. 

11.  Rid  me,  and  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of 
strange  children,  whose  mouth  speaketh  vanity, 
and  their  right  hand  is  a  right  hand  of  falsehood : 

12.  That  our  sons  may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in 
their  youth  ;  that  our  daughters  may  be  as  corner 
stones,  polished  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace ; 
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13.  That  our  garners  may  be  full,  affording  all 
manner  of  store ;  that  our  sheep  may  bring  forth 
thousands  and  ten  thousands  in  our  streets ; 

14.  That  our  oxen  may  be  strong  to  labour; 
that  there  be  no  breaking  in,  nor  going  out ;  that 
there  be  no  complaining  in  our  streets. 

15.  Happy  is  that  people  that  is  in  such  a  case ; 
yea,  happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  strength,  who 
teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers 
to  fight." 

The  last  two  Psalms  relate  to  the  sufferings  of 
Christ :  to  his  death,  to  his  imprisoument  in  Hades, 
concluding  with  a  prayer  that  God  would  quicken 
and  raise  him  up,  and  destroy  his  enemies.  God 
hath  answered  his  prayer  in  quickening  him  ;  and 
promised  to  cut  off  his  enemies,  saying,  "  Sit  thou 
on  my  right  hand  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy 
footrstool."  This  Psalm  is  one  of  thanksgiving  to 
the  Father  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  promise.  It  is 
anticipatory  of  the  coming  day,  when  he  shall  go 
forth  gloriously  as  a  man  of  war,  "  conquering  and 
to  conquer ;"  not  by  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  but 
by  the  sword  of  judgment,  which  proceedeth  forth 
from  his  mouth,  even  the  breath  of  his  lips,  with 
which  he  will  slay  the  wicked ;  and  the  whole  earth 
will  be  covered  with  the  slain.  In  that  day  he  will 
say,  "  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  my  strength,  who 
teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers  to  fight" 

"My  goodness  and  my  fortress;  mv  high 
tower,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  shield,  and 
he  in  whom  I  trust;  who  subdueth  my 
people  under  me," 
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When  Christ  shall  jarise  from  that  seat  which  he 
now  occupies  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  it  is  that  he 
may  come,  and  take  possession  of  his  own  eternal 
throne,  "  the  throne  of  his  glory."  He  does  not 
come  of  himself ;  he  comes  "  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,"  to  "  subdue  the  people  under  him."  Jehovah 
shall  gird  him  with  strength  unto  the  battle,  and 
will  subdue  under  him  them  that  rise  up  against 
him  (and  at  that  day  all  the  earth  shall  be  found  in 
determined  rebellion  ;  for  when  the  Son  of  man 
cometh,  he  shall  scarce  find  faith  on  the  earth) 
Jehovah  will  give  him  "  the  necks  of  his  enemies, 
that  he  may  destroy  them  that  hate  him  ;  and  he 
will  beat  them  small  as  the  dust  before  the  wind ; 
he  will  cast  them  out  as  the  mire  in  the  streets " 
(Psalm  xviii.  39).  He  comes  as  the  messenger  of 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  as  the  man  whom  God  delighteth 
to  honour,  the  Son  of  man  whom  he  hath  made 
strong  for  himself;  the  "  nobleman  who  had  gone  into 
a  far  country,  to  receive  for  himself  a  kingdom  and 
to  return  ;'*  now  he  is  returned,  with  full  powers  to 
take  the  kingdom  by  wresting  it  from  the  hands  of 
the  wicked;  "  that  all  (the  lands  of)  the  heathen 
may  be  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  his  possession :"  he  comes  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord ;  he  comes  to  rule  as  Jehovah's  vicegerent ; 
that  glorious  Being  whom  he  calls  his  goodness,  his 
fortress,  his  high  tower,  and  his  deliverer;  his 
shield,  and  he  on  whom  he  trusts;  by  whose 
almighty  power  the  people  are  subdued  under  him. 
"  Thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the  strivings  of  the 
people ;  and  thou  hast  made  me  the  head  of  the 
heathen ;  a  people  whom  I  have  not  known  shall 
serve  me ;  as  soon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they  shall 
obey  me;  the  strangers  shall  submit  themselves 
unto  me," 
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"  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takest  know- 
ledge of  him!  or  the  Son  of  man,  that 
thou  makest  account  of  him." 

"Man  is  like  to  vanity;  his  days  are  as  a 
shadow  that  passeth  away." 

These  words  seem  to  be  unconnected  with  those 

going  before.  The  Apostle  in  the  2nd  chapter  of 
:ebrews  explains  this  connection,  shewing  that 
Christ,  while  contemplating  the  dignity  to  which 
God  had  exalted  humanity  in  his  person,  and  con- 
trasting it  with  man's  humble  origin,  thus  exclaims 
"  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ? 
Thou  hast  made  him  equal  unto  the  angels :  thou 
hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour,  and  hast 
set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands ;  thou  hast 
put  all  things  in  subjection  under  his  feet."  All 
this  Christ  had  in  vision  before  him,  and  in  the 
words  following,  prays  for  its  accomplishment, — 

"  Bow  thy  heavens,  0  Lord,  and  come  down : 

touch    the    mountains,    and    they    shall 

smoke." 
"  Cast  forth  thy  lightning,  and  scatter  them ; 

(thine  enemies)  shoot  out  thine  arrows, 

and  destroy  them." 

The  present  inferiority  of  men  to  angels,  will  cease, 
when  the  Lord  shall  bow  the  heavens,  and  come 
down :  in  the  person  of  Christ  this  inferiority  has 
already  ceased,  for  all  the  angels  of  God  worship 
him  :  at  his  coming  the  spirits  of  just  men  become 
embodied :  then  tney  shall  be  "  equal  unto  the 
angels,  being  the  children  of  the  resurrection." 
For  this  we  wait,  and  pray,  saying,  "  Oh  that  thou 
wouldst  rend  the  heavens ;  that  thou  wouldst  come 
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down,  thst  the  mountains  might  flow  down  at  thy 
presence :  that  thy  name  may  be  known  to  thine 
adversaries  and  that  the  nations  may  tremble  at  thy 
presence." 

"  Send  thine  hand  from  above :  rid  me,  and 
deliver  me  out  of  great  waters,  from  the 
hand  of  strange  children." 

"  Whose  mouth  speaketh  vanity,  and  their 
right  hand  is  a  right  hand  of  falsehood." 

The  great  waters  are  the  multitudes,  peoples, 
nations,  and  tongues,  all  assembled  in  tumultuous 
masses,  in  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  on  the  day 
when  Christ  shall  appear  in  the  clouds  of  heaven : 
they  are  the  strange  children,  whom  the  Lord  will 
not  recognize  as  his  own,  because  their  mouth 
speaketh  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right 
hand  of  falsehood.  God  will  send  his  hand  from 
above,  and  will  rid  him,  and  deliver  him  ;  they  shall 
be  ashes  under  the  soles  of  his  feet:  then  he  will 
ascribe  glory  to  God,  and  will  say, — 

'*  I  will  sing  a  new  song  unto  thee,  0  God : 
upon  a  psaltery  and  an  instrument  of  ten 
strings  will  I  sing  praises  unto  thee." 

"  It  is  he  who  giveth  salvation  unto  (his) 
kings  :  who  delivereth  David  his  Servant 
from  the  hurtful  sword." 

The  kings  referred  to  are  his  brethren:  "they 

shall  sit  with  him  on  thrones  judging  the  tribes  of 

Israel,"  as  it    is  written   in  the  20th  chapter    of 

Revelation,  "  I  saw  thrones,  and  they  sat  upon 

47  vol.  n. 
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them."  He  himself  is  the  Beloved,  whom  God  will 
deliver  from  the  hurtful  sword,  and  from  all  the 
hurtful  appliances  of  war,  which  will  be  brought 
against  him  by  Antichrist  and  his  legions.  In  that 
day  Jehovah  will — 

"  Bid  me,  and  deliver,  me  from  the  hand  of 
strange  children,  whose  mouth  speaketh 
vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right 
hand  of  falsehood." 

There  will  be  an  effectual  riddance  of  the  whole 
multitude  of  the  wicked,  for  '•  God  will  destroy 
them  that  destroy  the  earth  :"  and  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  God 
and  of  his  Christ. 

"  That  our  sons  may  be  as  plants  grown  up 
in  their  youth :  that  our  daughters  may 
be  as  corner  stones  polished  after  the 
similitude  of  a  palace." 

"  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justified 
and  shall  glory."  "  They  shall  be  all  taught  of  God," 
and  shall  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their  youth, 
"  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  the  work  of  his  hands 
that  he  may  be  glorified  :"  the  daughters  of  Judah 
shall  be  no  more  haughty,  as  when  they  walked 
with  stretched  forth  necks,  and  wanton  eyes,  but 
they  shall  adorn  themselves  with  modest  apparel 
having  the  inward  adorning  of  a  meek  ana  quiet 
spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price  : 
they  shall  be  as  corner  stones,  polished  after  the 
similitude  of  a  palace. 
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"That  our  garners  may  be  full,  affording 
all  manner  of  store ;  that  our  sheep  may 
bring  forth  thousands  and  ten  thousand 
in  our  streets." 

"  That  our  oxen  may  be  strong  to  labour : 
that  there  be  no  breaking  in,  nor  going 
out ;  that  there  be  no  complaining  in  our 
streets." 

The  earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  and  Palestine 
shall  be  the  garden  of  the  Lord ;  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey.  "  In  the  day  when  God 
hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  ransomed  him  from  the 
hand  of  him  that  was  stronger  than  he.  Then 
shall  they  come,  and  sing  in  the  height  of  Zion, 
and  shall  flow  together  to  the  goodness  of  the. 
Lord,  for  wheat  and  for  wine,  and  for  oil,  and  for 
the  young  of  the  flock,  and  of  the  herd :  and  their 
soul  shall  oe  as  a  watered  garden ;  and  they  shall 
not  Borrow  any  more  at  all."  (Jer.  xxxi.  11.) 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Again  in  this  place, 
which  is  desolate  without  man,  and  w  ithout  beast, 
and  in  all  the  cities  thereof  shall  be  an  habitation 
of  shepherds,  causing  their  flocks  to  lie  down  ;  yea, 
the  flocks  shall  pass  again  under  the  hand  of  him 
that  telleth  them.  (Jer.  xxxiii.  12.)  "  Then  shall 
he  give  the  rain  of  thy  seed,  and  thou  shalt  sow 
the  ground  withal :  and  (thou  shalt  have)  bread  of 
the  increase  of  the  earth,  and  it  shall  be  fat  and 
plenteous ;  in  that  day  shall  thy  cattle  feed  in  large 
pastures ;  the  oxen  likewise,  and  the  young  asses 
that  ear  the  ground  shall  eat  clean  provender, 
which  hath  been  winnowed  with  the  shovel,  and 
with  the  fan."  (Isaiah  xxxi.  23.)  Thus  will  the 
garners  be  full,  affording  all  manner  of  store ; 
aod  thu*  will  there  be   peace  and  plenty,  yea, 
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abundance  of  peace,  for  ever  and  ever  ;w  for  there 
shall  be  no  more  curse. 


"  Happy  is  that  people  that  is  in  snch  a  case : 
yea,  haj 
the  Lor< 


yea,  happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is 
•a." 


"  Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord, 
and  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his  own 
inheritance.  That  nation  and  that  people  will  be 
the  literal  stock  of  Israel ;  for  then  they  will  obey 
hie  voice  indeed.  Therefore  they  shall  be  a  pe- 
culiar treasure  unto  him  above  all  people;  for  all 
the  earth  is  his  :  and  they  shall  be  unto  him  a  king- 
dom of  priests  and  an  holy  nation."  (Exod.  xix.  5.) 
"  Behold,  I  will  gather  them  out  of  all  countries, 
whither  I  have  driven  them  in  mine  anger,  and  in 
my  fury,  and  in  great  wrath  ;  and  I  will  bring 
them  again  into  this  place,  and  I  will  cause  them  to 
dwell  safely ;  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I 
will  be  their  God ;  and  I  will  give  them  one  heart, 
and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever,  for 
the  good  of  them,  and  of  their  children  after  them ; 
and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them, 
that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them 
good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  and 
they  shall  not  depart  from  me :  yea,  I  will  rejoice 
over  them  to  do  them  good :  and  1  will  plant  them 
in  this  land  assuredly,  with  my  whole  heart  and 
with  my  whole  soul."  (Jer.  xxxii.  27.>  The  Lord 
himself  in  person,  and  in  visible  majesty,  shall  be 
their  King,  their  lawgiver,  and  their  judge.  Jeru- 
salem shall  be  "  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
Elace  of  his  rest  for  ever ;  a  very  different  kind  of 
eaven  from  the  etherial  world  in  the  skies,  which 
the    imaginations   of  men  have  pictured  out   to 
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themselves ;  but  which  is  entirely  Utopian,  having 
no  existence  but  in  the  fancies  of  those  who  have  not 
searched  the  scriptures,  but  adopted  their  mistaken 
ideas  from  the  traditions  of  men.  The  Psalms  are 
now  nearly  ended;  the  times  of  trouble  are  regarded 
as  past :  the  kingdom  of  God  has  commenced  :  the 
Messiah  is  a  reigning  Messiah  ;  and  the  high  praises 
of  God  form  the  burden  of  all  that  now  remain ; 
with  which  our  labours  shall  be  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion. 


PSALM    CXLV. 

1.  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  0  King ;  and  I  will 
bless  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

2.  Every  day  will  I  bless  thee ;  and  I  will  praise 
thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

3.  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised; 
and  his  greatness  is  unsearchable. 

4.  One  generation  shall  praise  thy  works  to 
another,  and  shall  declare  thy  mighty  acts. 

5.  I  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy 
majesty,  and  of  thy  wondrous  works. 

6.  And  men  shall  speak  of  the  might  of  thy 
terrible  acts :  and  I  will  declare  thy  greatness. 

7.  They  shall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of 
thy  great  goodness,  and  shall  sing  of  thy  righteous- 
ness. 

8.  The  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion ; 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy. 

9.  The  Lord  is  good  to  all;  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 

10.  All  thy  works  shall  praise  thee,  0  Lord;  and 
thy  saints  shall  bless  thee. 

11.  They  shall  speak  of  the  glory  of  thy  king- 
dom, and  talk  of  thy  power. 

12.  To  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  his  mighty 
acts,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of  his  kingdom. 

13.  Thy  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and 
thy  dominion  endureth  throughout  all  generations. 

14.  The  Lord  upholdeth  all  that  fall,  and  raiseth 
up  all  those  that  be  bowed  down. 

15.  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee ;  and  thou 
givest  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 
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16.  Thou  openest  thine  hand,  and  satisfiest  the 
desire  of  every  living  thing. 

17.  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  his  works. 

^  18.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon 
him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth. 

19.  He  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear 
him :  he  also  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  save  them. 

20.  The  Lord  preserveth  all  them  that  love  him : 
but  all  the  wicked  will  he  destroy. 

21.  My  mouth  shall  speak  the  praise  of  the 
Lord :  and  let  all  flesh  bless  his  holy  name  for  ever 
and  ever. 

"  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  0  King ;  I  will 
bless  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever." 

"  Every  day  will  I  bless  thee  ;  and  will  praise 
thy  name  for  ever  and  ever." 

When  he  rose  from  the  dead,  he  said  to  his 
disciples,  "  Go,  and  tell  my  brethren,  that  I  ascend 
to  my  Father  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God  and 
vour  God."  This  relation  he  sustains  at  the  right 
hand  of  God ;  this  relation  he  will  sustain,  when  he 
comes  again  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory  ;  and 
this  relation  he  will  sustain  through  all  ages,  world 
without  end.  "  I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  0  King ; 
and  I  will  bless  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever."  As 
Christ  is  King  to  the  whole  universe,  so  is  the 
Father  King  to  him ;  for  "the  head  of  every  man  is 
Christ,  and  the  head  of  Christ  is  God."  "  Thou  art 
my  King, 0  God;  command  deliverances  for  Jacob;" 
and  again,  "  In  God  we  boast  all  the  dav  long,  and 
praise  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever."  Thus  will  the 
Son  be  ever  subject  unto  Him  who  put  all  things 
under  him ;  conducting  the  high  praises  of  God  for 
ever  and  ever. 
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"  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised; 
and  his  greatness  is  unsearchable. 

4<  Who  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  unto  the 
Lord?  who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  be 
likened  unto  the  Lord  V*  Who  among  the  hosts  of 
angels;  cherubim,  and  seraphim;  thrones,  dominions, 
principalities,  and  powers,  can  once  liken  himself 
unto  Jehovah  ?  All  these  glorious  dignitaries,  "great 
in  power  and  in  might,''  and  radiant  in  glory,  are 
the  creatures  of  his  production  ;  "  they  live,  and 
move,  and  have  their  being1  in  him,"  "  whose  great- 
ness is  unsearchable,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out." 

"One  generation  shall  praise  thy  works  to 
another,  and  shall  declare  thy  mighty 
acts." 

In  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  there  will  be  among  the  saints 
who  are  raised  at  his  coming,  "  no  marrying  and 
giving  in  marriage."  The  number  of  the  electbeing 
complete,  the  bnde,  the  Lamb's  wife,  will  have  no 
additions :  but  far  different  will  it  be  with  the  re- 
stored house  of  Israel,  who  will  still  be  in  mortal 
flesh  :  these  shall  marry  and  be  given  in  marriage ; 
generation  shall,  as  now,  succeed  to  generation, 
with  this  difference,  that  "  As  the  days  of  a  tree 
shall  be  the  days  of  my  people,  and  mine  elect  shall 
long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands."  There  will 
be  no  end  to  the  human  race ;  there  will  be  no 
period  through  a  coming  eternity,  when  mankind 
shall  cease  to  propagate, — generation  shall  succeed 
to  generation  for  ever  and  ever.  The  house  of 
Israel  will  literally  become  as  "  the  stars  of  heaven 
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for  multitude,  and  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the  sea 
shore,  which  cannot  be  measured  nor  numbered." 
But  where  shall  there  be  room  for  such  multitudes  ? 
To  this  question,  God  has  not  thought  fit  to  give 
an  answer ;  therefore,  "  as  secret  things  belong  to 
God,"  it  is  not  for  us  to  pry  into  the  unknown 
future.     This  we  know,  that  the  vast  bed  of  the 
deep  will  become  dry  land,  and  every  foot  of  it  will 
be  in  cultivation.     "  Every  wilderness  will  become 
a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for 
a  forest."     "  There  shall  be  an  handful  of  corn  in 
the  earth,  sown  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains;  the 
fruit  thereof  shall  f  be  so  abundant  as  to)  shake  like 
Lebanon."    The  wnole  world  will  be  full  of  verdure ; 
and  every  soil  will  be  so  rich  as  to  produce  a 
thousand  fold.     Still,  with  all  this  abundance,  and 
greatly  increased  space,  there  seems  to  be  a  limit 
so  far  as  mankind  is  concerned ;  for  they  shall  go 
on  multiplying  with  great  rapidity,  inasmuch  as  "  a 
little  one  will  (soon)  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small 
one  a  strong  nation ;"  for  "  they  of  the  city  shall 
flourish  (and  increase  with  such  rapidity  as  to  be) 
like  grass  of  the  earth."     When  many  millions  of 
years  have  revolved,  it  may  be  (although  this  is 
purely  conjecture,)  that  the  planets,  now  in  course 
of  formation,  may  become  the  habitations  of  men ; 
and  after  them,  those  more  distant  orbs  may  be  des- 
tined for  our  race  ;  and  thus  eventually,  the  universe 
be  peopled  with  creatures,  made  in  the  image  of 
God.     Be  this  as  it  may,  of  this  we  are  sure,  that 
there  shall  be  no  more  curse  ;  but  "  one  generation 
shall  praise  his  works  unto  another,  and  declare  his 
mighty  acts." 

"  I  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy 
majesty,  and  of  thy  wondrous  works." 
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"  The  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne, 
shall  feed  them,  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains 
of  waters."  He  will  be  their  great  instructor,  and 
will  speak  to  them  of  the  glorious  honour  of 
Jehovah's  majesty,  and  of  his  wondrous  works :  he 
will  open  up  to  them  the  wonders  of  his  creative 
power,  wisdom,  and  glory. 

"  And  men  shall  speak  of  the  might  of  thy  ter- 
rible acts :  and  I  will  declare  thy  greatness." 

There  will  thus  be  a  blessed  interchange  of  com- 
munication from  men  to  Christ,  and  from  Christ  to 
men.  Every  new  discovery  of  Jehovah's  goodness 
and  wisdom  will  draw  forth  new  themes  for  praise 
and  adoration  from  men  :  and  ever  as  their  powers 
of  mind  expand,  will  Christ  give  new  illustrations 
of  the  greatness  of  "his  Father  and  their  Father,  of 
his  God  and  their  God ;"  and  this  will  go  on  ad 
infinitum :  for  there  is  no  end  nor  limit  to  the  great- 
ness of  God  :  it  has  a  "  height  without  a  summit,  a 
depth  without  a  bottom:  a  breadth  without  a 
boundary :  a  length  without  an  end :"  therefore — 

"  They  shall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of 
thy  great  goodness,  and  shall  sing  of  thy 
righteousness. 

• 
All  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  human  mind 
are  capable  of  endless  enlargement :  aud  memory, 
now  so  treacherous,  will  be  mightily  strengthened, 
and  enlarged,  so  as  to  retain  impressions,  as  if  they 
were  engraven  "  with  a  pen  of  iron,  and  lead  in  the 
rock  for  ever."  They  will  remember  all  the  in- 
structions and  communications    of   their    Divine 
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Teacher:  and  "they  shall  abundantly  utter  the 
memory  of  thy  great  goodness,  and  shall  sing  oi 
thy  righteousness." 

"  The  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy. 

"  This  is  his  name,  and  his  memorial  to  all 
generations ;"  he  changeth  not;  what  he  is  to- 
day, he  was  before  the  world  began,  and  shall 
continue  to  be  for  evermore :  this  ought  to  be  a 
source  of  great  comfort  and  consolation  to  all  his 
intelligent  creatures  ;  that  he  is  without  variableness 
or  shadow  of  turning ;  "  a  just  God,  and  a  Saviour, 
there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him  :"  "therefore  let 
not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom,  neither  let 
the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches,  neither  let  the 
mighty  man  glory  in  his  might:  but  let  hitn  that 

florieth  glory  in  this,  that  he  understandeth  and 
noweth  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord  who  exercise 
loving-kindness,  judgment,  and  righteousness  in 
the  earth ;  for  in  these  things  I  delight,  saith  the 
Lord."     (Jer.  ix.  23.) 

"  Th9  Lord  is   good  to   all :  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works." 

"  He  maketh  his  sun  to  shine  on  the  just  and  on 
the  unjust,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  evil  and  the 
good."  The  pastures  are  clothed  with  flocks,  and 
the  valleys  are  covered  with  corn,  irrespective  of 
the  character  of  those  who  possess  them ;  for  the 
Lord  is  good  to  all ;  and  daily  loads  us  with  his 
benefits. 
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* 

"  All  thy  works  shall  praise  thee,  0  Lord ;  and 
thy  saints  shall  bless  thee." 

When  the  times  of  restitution  are  come,  the  times 
of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  when 
the  earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  then  the  nations 
shall  be  glad,  and  shall  sing  for  joy,  for  he  shall 
judge  the  people  righteously,  and  govern  the 
nations  upon  earth,  "  the  people  shall  praise  thee, 
0  Lord ;  yea,  all  the  people  shall  praise  thee." 
They  shall  say,  "Blessing  and  glory,  and  thanks- 

Eiving,  and  praise,  be  unto  our  God,  and  unto  the 
amb  for  ever." 

"  They  shall  speak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom 
and  talk  of  thy  power/' 

"I  saw  in  the  night  visions,  and,  behold,  one  Kke 
the  Son  of  man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought 
him  near  before  him.  And  there  was  given  him  do- 
minion, and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people, 
nations,  and  languiges  should  serve  him  :  his  do- 
minion is  an  everlasting  dominion,  which  shall  not 
pass  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not 
be  destroyed."  "  The  Lord  God  shall  give  unto 
him  the  throne  of  his  Father  David,  and  he  shall 
reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his 
kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end."  This  is  the  king- 
dom, of  which  it  is  said,  they  shall  speak  of  the 
glory  of  thy  kingdom,  and  talk  of  thy  power. 

"  To  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  his 
mighty  acts,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of 
his  kingdom." 
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"  The  Lord  my  God  shall  come,  and  all  the 
saints  with  thee."  But  what  do  they  come  to  do  ?" 
they  come  to  be  "  rulers  over  many  things ;"  they 
come  to  sit  with  him  on  thrones,  judging  (reigning 
over,  directing,  guiding,  and  governing)  the  tribes 
of  Israel :  they  come,  not  to  be  unemployed  (for 
there  will  be  no  idleness  in  the  kingdom  of  God) 
but  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  (in  mortal 
flesh)  his  mighty  acts,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of 
his  kingdom  :  they  come  to  make  known  to  future 
generations,  the  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kindness 
toward  us,  who  were  "at  one  time  disobedient,  de- 
ceived, serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures;  until 
the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward 
man  appeared."  The  saints,  in  their  glorified  and 
re-embodied  state,  are  to  be  the  instructors  of  Israel, 
through  all  generations :  they  are  the  pastors  of 
whom  God  spake  to  Israel,  saying,  "  I  will  give  you 
pastors,  after  mine  own  heart,  who  shall  feed  you 
with  knowledge  and  understanding." 

"  Thy  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and 
thy  dominion  endureth  throughout  all 
generations." 

"The  God  of  heaven  will  set  up  a  kingdom  which 
shall  never  be  destroyed;  and  the  kingdom  shall 
not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  shall  break  in 
pieces,  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and  it 
shall  stand  for  ever."  Thus  the  kingdom,  which 
the  God  of  heaven  is  to  set  up,  will  supersede  those 
kingdoms  which  it  is  to  break  in  pieces  and  de- 
stroy; and  its  duration  is  to  be  endless.  This 
is  the  "  world  to  come,"  to  which  St.  Paul  refers 
in  the  2nd  of  Hebrews,  and  the  "  world  without 
end"  mentioned  in  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah ;  not 
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another  world,  but  that  which  we  now  inhabit,  with 
all  the  evils  of  the  curse  taken  away.  "  The  kingdom 
and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom 
under  the  whole  heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the  people 
of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom  is 
an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions  shall 
serve  and  obey  him."  (Daniel  vii.  27.)  When  the 
kingdom  of  God  shall  come,  "  there  shall  be  time  no 
longer ;"  then  shall  be  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness 
of  tunes.  "God  will  finish  transgressions,  and  make 
an  end  of  sins,  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness, 
and  anoint  the  Most  Holy"  to  sit  on  his  eternal 
throne;  that  throne  which  is  to  be  for  ever  and  ever. 

"The  Lord  upholdeth  all  that  fall,  and 
raiseth  up  all  those  that  be  bowed  down." 

"  The  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the 
Lord ;  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way.  Though  he 
fall,  he  shall  not  be  utterly  cast  down,  for  the  Lord 
upholdeth  him  with  his  hand,"  (Psalm  xxxvii.  3.) 
Who  art  thou  therefore,  that  judgeth  another  man's 
servant  ?  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or  falleth ; 
yea,  he  shall  be  holden  up ;  for  God  is  able  to 
make  him  stand.  "  He  spnnkleth  our  consciences 
anew,  and  restoreth  peace  to  our  souls,  and  thus 
raiseth  us  up,  and  enableth  us  to  go  on  our  way  re- 
joicing. 

"  The  eyes  of  all  wait  on  thee :  and  thou  givest 
them  their  meat  in  due  season." 

"  Thou  openest  thine  hand,  and  satisfiest  the 
desire  of  every  living  thing." 

"  He  giveth  to  the  beast  his  food,  and  to  the 
young  ravens  who  cry."    He  causeth  the  grass  to 
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grow  for  the  cattle,  and  herb  for  the  service 
of  man,  and  bringeth  forth  food  out  of  the  earth  : 
"  for  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  itself,  first  the 
blade,  then  the  ear,  then  the  full  corn  in  the  ear." 
Thus  hath  the  great  Creator  made  ample  provision 
for  all :  he  openeth  his  hand,  and  satisfieth  the  desire 
of  every  living  thing :  he  giveth  to  all  liberally  and 
upbraideth  not. 

"  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and 
holy  in  aU  his  works." 

It  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie ;  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  do  wrong.  He  who  inhabiteth  eternity  and 
its  praises,  is  holy,  and  changeth  not.  "  Righteous 
art  thou,  0  God.  and  upright  are  thy  judgments ;" 
"the  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is  everlasting." 

"  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon 
him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth. 

"Draw  nigh  unto  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  unto 
you."  "Enter  into  thy  closet,  and  shut  to  thy  door, 
and  pray  to  thy  Father  who  is  in  secret ;  and  thy 
Father  who  seeth  in  secret  shall  reward  thee  openly;" 
"  for  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  saved." 

"  He  shall  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear 
him." 

"  Delight  thyself  in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  give 
thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart."  "  Whatsoever  we 
ask  we  receive  of  him,  because  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments, and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing 
in  his  sight,"  "This  is  the  confidence  that  we  have 
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in  him,  that  if  we  ask  anything  according  to  his 
will  he  heareth  us  ;  and  if  we  know  that  he  beareth 
us,  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the 
petitions  that  we  desired  of  him." 

"He  also  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  help 
them." 

"  Before  they  call  I  will  answer,  and  while  they 
are  yet  speaking  I  will  hear."  "  Gracious  is  the 
Lord  and  merciful,  yea,  our  God  is  righteous  :"  and 
it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God,  to  hear  the  cry  of 
all  such  as  trust  in  him,  and  to  help  them. 

"  The  Lord  preserveth  all  them  that  love  him." 

"  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the  things  which 
God  hath  {prepared  for  them  that  love  him."  "The 
Lord  will  preserve  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming 
in,  from  this  time  forth  for  evermore." 


« 


But  all  the  wicked  will  he  destroy." 


He  is  the  wicked  man  who  despiseth  the  grace 
of  God,  and  counteth  the  blood  of  the  cross,  which 
has  been  shed  for  him,  an  uncleansing  thing.  For 
such  as  reject  the  cross,  there  is  no  remedy ;  they 
must  of  necessity  perish.  '*  The  wicked  shall  be 
turned  into  hell,  even  all  the  nations  who  forget 
God." 


« 


My  mouth  shall  speak  the  praise  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  let  all  flesh  bless  his  holy  name  for 
ever  and  ever," 
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It  is  the  Lord  Jesus  who  saith.  "My  mouth 
shall  speak  the  praise  of  the  Lord,"  as  he  saith  in 
the  89th  Psalm,  "  I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the 
Lord  for  ever :  with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known 
thy  faithfulness  to  all  generations,"  and  again,  "  I 
will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people :  I  will 
sing  praise  to  thee  among  the  nations,"  and  again 
"I  will  greatly  praise  the  Lord  with  my  mouth, 
yea,  1  will  praise  him  among  the  multitude."  Our 
great  High  Priest  (who  is  to  act  in  that  capacity 
for  ever,)  will  throughout  eternity,  be  the  leader  of 
praise :  praise  belongs  to  God,  and  to  him  ex- 
clusively :  therefore  let  all  flesh  bless  his  holy  name 
for  ever  and  ever. 
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PSALM    CXLVL 

1.  Praise  ye  tke  Lord.  Praise  the  Lord,  0  my 
soul. 

2.  While  I  live  will  I  praise  the  Lord ;  I  will 
sing  praises  unto  my  God  while  I  have  any 
being. 

3.  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the  son 
of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help. 

4.  His  breath  goeth  forth,  he  returneth  to  his 
earth ;  in  that  very  day  his  thoughts  perish. 

5.  Happy  is  he  that  hath  the  Goa  of  Jacob  for 
his  help,  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God ; 

6.  Which  made  neaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and 
all  that  therein  is ;  which  keepeth  truth  for  ever ; 

7.  Which  executeth  judgment  for  the  oppressed; 
which  giveth  food  to  the  hungry.  Tne  Lord 
loo8eth  the  prisoners : 

8.  The  Lord  openeth  the  eyes  of  the  blind :  the 
Lord  raiseth  them  that  are  bowed  down  :  the  Lord 
loveth  the  righteous ;  i 

9.  The  Lordpreserveth  the  strangers;  he  relieveth 
the  fatherless  and  widow :  but  the  way  of  the 
wicked  he  turneth  upside  down. 

10.  The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever,  even  thy  God, 
0  Zion,  unto  all  generations.  .  Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord :  praise  the  Lord,  0  my 

soul." 
"  While  I  live  will  Ipraise  the  Lord ;  I  will  sing 

praises  to  my  God  while  I  have  my  being. 
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There  are  no  limits  to  the  praises  of  God,  foras- 
much as  there  are  no  limits  to  the  riches  of  his 
goodness,  wisdom  power,  and  glory.  Who  can 
utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord?  Who  can 
shew  forth  all  his  praise?  God  is  exalted  far 
above  all  praise :  yet  ne  humbleth  himself  to  receive 
the  praises  of  men,  and  angels:  and  in  offering 
praise  to  him,  will  consist  the  happiness  of  all 
creation  :  for  man's  chief  end  is  to  glorify  God,  and 
(in  being  thus  employed)  to  enjoy  him  for  ever. 

"  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the  son 
of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help." 

"  His  breath  goeth  forth,  he  returneth  to  his 
earth  ;  in  that  'very  day  his  thoughts 
perish/' 

"  Cursed  is  the  man  who  putteth  his  trust  in  man, 
and  maketh  flesh  his  arm  ;  for  he  shall  be  like  the 
heath  in  the  desert,  and  shall  not  see  when  good 
cometh."  The  Israelites  trusted  in  Egypt,  in  the 
day  of  the  siege  by  Nebuchadrezzar  ;  out  they 
"  leant  upon  a  spear  on  which  peace  bleeds,  and 
hope  expires."  "  They  strengthened  themselves  in 
the  strength  of  Pharaoh,  and  trusted  in  the  shadow 
of  Egypt ;  therefore  the  strength  of  Pharaoh  was 
their  shame,  and  the  trust  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt 
their  confusion."  "  Cease  ye  from  man,  whose 
breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  for  wherein  h  he  to  be 
accounted  of."  "  I,  even  I  am  he  that  comforteth 
you ;  who  is  he,  that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid  of  a 
man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the  son  of  man  who  shall 
be  made  as  grass?  and  forgettest  the  Lord  thy 
Maker,  that  hath  stretched  forth  the  heavens,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth."  The  Lord  our 
God  is  a  jealous  God,  and  would  have  us  to  trust 
in  himself  only. 
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"  Blessed  is  he  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for 
his  help." 

"  They  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust 
in  thee."  We  cannot  trust  in  an  unknown  God ; 
neither  can  we  trust  in  an  absent  God, — a  God  afar 
off,  and  not  nigh  at  hand.  Except  we  believe  that 
God  is  love,  we  cannot  trust  him  ;  and  except  we 
believe  that  he  is,  (that  is,  a  present  God,)  we  can- 
not trust  him :  but  thus  believing,  we  do  trust  in 
the  living  God ;  and  our  trust  is  rewarded  by 
inward  peace  and  joy.  "  Thou  dost  put  gladness 
in  our  heart,  more  than  they  whose  corn  and  wine 
abound." 

"  Whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God." 

Hope  is  the  expectation  of  future  good,  and  must 
have  an  unconditional  promise  for  its  foundation ; 
a  promise  from  one  who  is  both  able  and  willing  to 
perform.  "  Now  a  promise  is  left  us  of  entering  his 
rest,"  even  as  to  the  Israelites,  when  they  departed 
from  Egypt ;  but  they  could  not  enter  in  because 
of  unbelief.  God  said,  "  I  will  make  them  to  know 
my  breach  of  promise  :  and  he  sware  in  his  wrath 
that  they  should  not  enter  into  his  rest :"  but  they 
who  believe  do  enter  in,  for  God  is  faithful  who 
hath  promised,  and  will  not  fail  any  whose  hope  is 
in  the  Lord  their  God.  "  Trust  in  him  at  all  times 
ye  people  :  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him  :  God  is 
a  refuge  for  us,"  and  a  sure  ground  of  confidence. 
"  I  know,"  said  the  apostle,  "  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved, and  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  to  his  trust,  until  that  day." 

"  Who  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea, 
and  all  that  therein  is  :  who  keepeth  truth 
for    ever." 
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The  God  in  whom  our  confidence  is  placed,  and 
on  whom  our  hope  rests,  is  the  Creator  of  all  things: 
he  will  not  fail  us,  for  "he  keepeth  truth  for  ever." 
From  everlasting  to  everlasting,  he  is  the  very 
God  of  truth :  ana  his  word  is  sure  to  all  who  trust  in 
him. 

"  Who  executeth  judgment  for  the  oppressed ; 

who  giveth  food  to  the  hungry:     The 

Lord  looseth  the  prisoners." 
"  The  Lord  openeth  the  eyes  of  the  blind  :  the 

Lord  raiseth  them  that  are  bowed  down  : 

the  Lord  loveth  the  righteous." 
"  The    Lord   preserveth    tne    strangers :    he 

relieveth  the  fatherless  and  the  widow : 

but  the   way   of  the  wicked  he  turneth 

upside  down." 

When  he  cometh,  he  will  make  inquisition  for 
blood :  he  will  execute  judgment  for  the  oppressed, 
and  will  deliver  him  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppressor. 
"  The  prey  shall  be  taken  from  the  mighty,  and  the 
lawful  captive  delivered."  He  comes  to  "  heal  the 
broken  hearted,  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound ;" 
"  to  the  prisoners  he  will  say,  go  forth,  and  to  them 
that  are  in  darkness,  shew  yourselves :  they  shall 
feed  in  the  ways,  their  pastures  shall  be  in  all  high 
places  :  they  shall  not  hunger  nor  thirst."  As  at  his 
first  coming,  so  now,  he  shall  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind:  "  then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart:  the 
tongue  of  the  dumb  shall  sing :  in  the  wilderness 
shall  waters  break  out,  and  streams  in  the  desert 
and  the  parched  ground  shall  become  a  pool,  and 
the  thirsty  land  springs  of  water ;  in  the  habita- 
tion of  dragons  where  each  lay,  shall  be  grass 
with  reeds  and  rushes."  (Isaiah  xxxv.  6.)     "  He  will 
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judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  and  the  people 
with  his  truth :"  but  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  will 
he  destroy,  and  will  turn  their  way  upside  down. 

"  The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever,  even  thy  God 
0  Zion,  unto  all  generations:  Praise  ye 
the  Lord." 

The  concluding  verse  clearly  shews,  that  the 
Psalm  is  not  of  the  present,  but  of  the  future :  when 
"  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens  have 
received  (only)  until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  (of  which  times  of  restitution,  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets.)" 
"  Then  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion, 
and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriously," 
(yea)  the  Lord  shall  reign :  even  thy  God,  O  Zion 
unto  all  generations.  uO  that  men  would  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works 
unto  the  children  of  men  I" 


PSALM    CXLVII. 

1.  Praise  the  Lord ;  for  it  is  good  to  sing  praises 
unto  our  God ;  for  it  is  pleasant ;  and  praise  is 
comely. 

2.  The  Lord  doth  build  up  Jerusalem  :  he 
gathereth  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel. 

3.  He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bindeth 
up  their  wounds. 

4.  He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars  ;  he  calleth 
them  all  by  their  names. 

5.  Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power ;  his 
understanding  is  infinite. 

6.  The  Lord  lifteth  up  the  meek :  he  casteth 
the  wicked  down  to  the  ground. 

7  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving ;  sing 
praise  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God  : 

8.  Who  covereth  the  heaven  with  clouds,  who 
prepareth  rain  for  the  earth,  who  maketh  grass  to 
grow  upon  the  mountains. 

9.  He  giveth  to  the  beast  his  food,  and  the 
young  ravens  which  cry. 

10.  He  delighteth  not  in  the  strength  of  the 
horse ;  he  taketh  not  pleasure  in  the  legs  of  a  man. 

11.  The  Lord  taketn  pleasure  in  them  that  fear 
him,  in  those  that  hope  in  his  mercy. 

12.  Praise  the  Lord,  0  Jerusalem;  praise  thy 
God,  0  Zion. 

13.  For  he  hath  strengthened  the  bars  of  thy 
gates ;  he  hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thee. 

14.  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and  filleth 
thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat. 
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15.  He  sendeth  forth  his  commandment  upon 
earth :  his  word  runneth  very  swiftly. 

16.  He  giveth  snow  like  wool :  he  scattereth  the 
hoar-frost  like  ashes. 

17.  He  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels:  who 
can  stand  before  his  cold  f 

18.  He  sendeth  out  his  word,  and  melteth  them : 
he  causeth  his  wind  to  blow,  and  the  waters  flow. 

19.  He  sheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  statutes 
and  hisjudgments  unto  Israel. 

20.  He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any  nation  :  and 
as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known  them. 
Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord :  for  it  is  good  to  sing 
praises  unto  our  God ;  for  it  is  pleasant ; 
and  praise  is  comely." 

God  is  himself  the  source  of  all  beauty  and  ex- 
cellence; it  is  meet  to  praise  him,  "in  whom  we  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being." 

"  Praise  him  from  whom  all  blessings  flow, 
Praise  him,  all  creatures  here  below, 
Praise  him  above,  ye  heavenly  host — 
Praise  Father,  Sou,  and  Holy  Ghost." 

Music  is  ravishing,  when  employed  to  shew  forth 
"  the  praises  of  him  who  called  us  out  of  darkness 
into  his  marvellous  light."  It  is  comely,  and  well 
befitting  the  creature  to  glorify  the  Creator,  who 
is  blessed  for  ever. 

"  The  Lord  doth  build  Jerusalem :  he  gathereth 
together  the  outcasts  of  Israel" 
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"  The  city  shall  be  built  upon  her  own  heap ;" 
and  shall  become  the  "perfection  of  beauty,  the  joy 
of  the  whole  earth."  "  Do  good  in  thy  good  plea- 
sure unto  Zion  ;  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  ; 
then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacrifices 
of  righteousness ;  with  burnt  offering,  and  whole 
burnt  oflering :  then  shall  they  offer  bullocks 
upon  thine  altar."  (Psalm  li.  18.)  The  time  is 
near  when  the  Lord  doth  build  Jerusalem,  and 
when  he  doth  gather  the  outcasts  of  Israel ;"  for, 
"the  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of 
Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God."  "And  the  Lord 
shall  inherit  (in)  Jndah  his  portion  in  the  Holy  Land, 
and  shall  choose  Jerusalem  again.  "  Be  silent,  0 
all  flesh,  before  the  Lord,  for  he  is  (come)  to  his 
holy  habitation,"  (Zech.  ii.  4.)  "  then  shall  Jerusa- 
lem be  holy,  and  there  shall  no  strangers  pass 
through  her  any  more." 

"  He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bindeth 
up  their  wounds." 

When  Jesus  stood  up  in  the  synagogue  of  Na- 
zareth, he  found  the  place  where  it  was  written, 
"  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,"  &c.  and 
said,  "  This  day  is  this  scripture  fufilled  in  your 
ears ;"  but  there  is  a  future  day,  when  he  will  not 
close  his  reading  at  the  place  of  the  scripture  where 
he  then  stopped,  but  proceed  further  and  say,  "  The 
day  of  vengeance  of  our  God  :  to  comfort  all  that 
mourn ;  to  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion  ; 
to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  ashes  :  the  oil  of  joy 
for  mourning :  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit 
of  heaviness;  that  they  may  be  called  trees  of 
righteousness ;  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
may  be  glorified."  (Isaiah  bri.  2.)     Then  will  he 
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heal  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bind  up  their  wounds, 
for  "  The  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach  of  his  people, 
and  healeth  the  stroke  of  their  wound.**  (Isaiah 
xxx.  26.) 

"  He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars :  he  calleth 
them  all  by  their  names." 

"He  bringeth  out  their  host  by  number :  he  calleth 
them  all  by  names :  by  the  greatness  of  his  might ; 
for  that  he  is  strong  in  power,  not  one  failetL" 
It  is  he  who  bindeth  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades, 
and  looseth  the  bands  of  Orion.  It  is  He  who 
bringeth  forth  Mazzaroth  in  his  season,  and  who 
guideth  Arcturus  with  his  sons.  It  is  he  who  hath 
appointed  the  ordinances  of  heaven,  and  set  the 
dominion  thereof  in  the  earth :  who  stretcheth  out 
the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  and  spreadeth  them  a?  a 
tent  to  dwell  in  :  yea,  he  meteth  them  out  with  a 
span,  and  hath  appointed  unto  them  all  their  decreed 
place,  where  they  remain  from  age  to  age. 

"  Great  is  our  Lord :  and  of  great  power :  his 
understanding  is  infinite. 

He  only  is  uncontrolled,  and  independent :  able 
to  do  whatsoever  he  pleaseth,  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth : 
his  understanding  is  infinite :  his  power  to  execute 
what  his  understanding  dictates  is  limitless.  Great 
is  the  Lord ;  and  his  greatness  is  unsearchable. 

"  The  Lord  lifteth  up  the  meek :  he  casteth 
the  wicked  down  to  the  ground." 

The  meek  receive  injuries  without  resentment, 
"  bless  those  who  curse  them,  and  pray  for  those 
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who  despitefully  use  them,  and  persecute  them." 
Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  a  meek  and  a 
quiet  spirit :  he  shall  be  lifted  up  at  his  coming : 
"when  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth  and  dwell 
therein  for  ever :"  but  the  wicked  shall  be  cast 
down  to  the  ground,  "and  shall  not  be  able  to  arise." 
they  shall  "  be  cast  into  deep  pits,  that  they  rise  not 
up  again." 

•'  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving :  sing 
praise  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God." 

"Sing  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  saints  of  his,  and  give 
.thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holiness :  for  his 
anger  is  but  for  a  moment :  weeping  may  endure 
for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning."  The 
morning  of  the  resurrection  will  come;  we  shall 
then  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly,  and  sing 
unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiviug,  even  praises 
upon  the  harp  unto  our  God. 

"  Who  covereth  the  heaven  with  clouds,  who 
prepareth  rain  for  the  earth,  who  maketh 
grass  to  grow  upon  the  mountains." 

"  Who  giveth  to  the  beast  his  food,  and  to  the 
young  ravens  who  cry." 

"  The  earth  will  yield  her  increase ;"  there  will  be 
no  barrenness;  the  earth  will  never  become  im- 
poverished, but  be  like  the  seven  plenteous  years 
of  Egypt,  but  far  more  abundant ;  it  will  yield  by 
handfuLs ;  the  sower  will  rapidly  be  succeeded  by 
the  reaper,  who  will  gather  m  a  hundred-fold; 
"  God  shall  bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  world 
shall  fear/'  and  love,  and  obey  him. 
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"  He  delighteth  not  in  the  strength  of  an  horse ; 

he  taketh  not  pleasure  in  the  legs  of  a 

man." 
"  The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear 

him,  in  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy." 
"  Praise  the  Lord,  0  Jerusalem ;  praise  thy 

God,  0  Zion." 

It  is  when  the  Lord  reigneth  in  Zion,  when  her 
king  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  that  Jerusalem  shall 
praise  the  Lord ;  then  it  shall  be  said,  "  Break  forth 
into  joy,  sing  together,  ye  waste  places  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  for  the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  he 
hath  redeemed  Jerusalem."  "  Jerusalem  shall  be- 
come a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy."  "  And  I 
will  rejoice  in  Jerusalem,  and  joy  in  my  people ;  the 
voice  of  weeping  shall  be  no  more  heard  in  her,  nor 
the  voice  of  crying." 


"  He  hath  strengthened  the  bars  of  thy  gates  : 
he  hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thee." 

"  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and  filleth 
thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat." 

Then  it  shall  be  said,  "  We  have  a  strong  city, 
salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks ;" 
"violence  shall  be  no  more  heard  in  thy  land;  wasting 
nor  destruction  within  thy  borders  ;"  "they  shall  be 
all  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  the  peace 
of  thy  children." 

"He  sendeth  forth  his  commandment  upon 
earth ;  his  word  runneth  very  swiftly. ' 

Out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.     His  word  will  be  law 
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to  all  nations  for  ever  and  ever ;  he  will  send  forth 
his  commandment  upon  earth  ;  it  will  go  forth  with 
lightning  speed  from  nation  to  nation  ;  and  his 
mandates  will  receive  implicit  and  joyful  obedience 
by  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people,  for  "  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him." 
Every  knee  shall  bow  to  him,  and  every  tongue 
confess ;  they  shall  worship  no  longer  an  invisible 
God,  but  a  God  manifested  in  flesh  ;  they  shall  see 
his  face,  and  be  ravished  with  his  beauty,  "  for  he  is 
fairer  than  the  children  of  men :"  "the  chiefest  among 
the  tens  of  thonsands,  and  altogether  lovely." 


"  He  giveth  snow  like  wool ;  he  scattereth  the 

hoar  frost  like  ashes." 
"  He  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels ;  who 

can  stand  before  his  cold  V9 
"  He  sendeth  forth  his  word,  and  melteth  them ; 

he   causeth   his   wind  to   blow,  and  the 

waters  flow." 

In  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  there  will  be, 
as  now,  seasons,  alternating  from  cold  to  heat,  and 
from  heat  to  cold,  for  so  had  God  appointed  when 
"  he  said  in  his  heart,  I  will  not  again  curse  the 
ground  any  more  for  man's  sake ;  while  the  earth 
remain  eth,  (and  that  shall  be  for  ever)  seedtime, 
and  harvest,  and  cold  and  heat,  and  summer  and 
winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease."  The 
Song  of  Solomon  appertains  to  the  same  blessed 
era,  when  Christ  shall  have  returned  to  beautify  the 
meek  with  salvation  ;  ''to  be  glorified  in  his  saints, 
and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  who  believe."  In  that 
day  he  shall  speak  to  his  bride,  and  say,  "  Thou  art 
beautiful,  0  my  love,  as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jeru- 
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salem  ;  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.  Rise  up, 
my  love ;  my  fair  one.,  and  come  away ;  for  lo,  the 
winter  is  past ;  the  rain  is  over  and  gone ;  the 
flowers  appear  upon  the  earth  ;  the  time  of  the 
singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle 
is  heard  in  our  land :  the  fig  tree  putteth  forth  her 
green  figs,  and  the  vines  with  the  tender  grape 
give  a  good  fragrance.  Arise,  my  love,  my  fair 
one,  and  come  away."  (Chron.  ii.  10.)  "  The  Lord 
will  create  upon  every  dwelling  place  of  Mount 
Zion,  and  upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke 
by  day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night, 
and  the  glory  shall  be  for  a  defence ;  and  there 
shall  be  a  tabernacle  for  a  shadow  in  the  day  time 
from  the  heat,  and  for  a  place  of  refuge,  and  for  a 
covert  from  storm  and  from  rain."  "  My  people 
shall  dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation,  and  in  sure 
dwellings,  and  in  quiet  resting  places  ;  when  it  shall 
hail,  coming  down  on  the  forest,  and  the  city  lie  low 
in  a  low  place." 

"  He  showeth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  statutes 
and  his  judgments  unto  Israel." 

In  those  days,  when  the  wicked  shall  not  be, 
then  shall  Jacob  "  remember  the  law  of  Moses  his 
servant,  which  he  commanded  them  in  Horeb,  for 
all  Israel,  with  the  statutes  and  judgments." 

"  He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any  nation  ;  and 
as  for  his  judgments  they  have  not  known 
them.     Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

"This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself;  they 
shall  shew  forth  my  praise."  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen 
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Jacob  for  himself,  and  Israel  for  his  peculiar  trea- 
sure." The  Lord  hath  uot  cast  off  his  people,  but 
only  for  a  little  season :  with  everlasting  kindness  he 
will  return  to  them.  Jerusalem  shall  be  the  throne 
of  his  glory ;  and  *'  the  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  right- 
eousness, and  all  kings  thy  glory."  Truly  he  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  any  nation;  for  they  shall  be 
named,  The  Priests  of  the  Lord ;  and  men  shall  call 
them,  the  Ministers  of  our  God ;  the  holy  people ; 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord ;  and  their  city ;  Sought 
out,  a  city  not  forsaken  ;  the  city  of  the  great  King  : 
the  mountain  of  his  holiness. 


PSALM    CXLVIII. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  ye  the  Lord  from 
the  heavens :  praise  him  in  ths  heights. 

2.  Praise  ye  him,  all  his  angels  :  praise  ye  him  all 
his  hosts. 

3.  Praise  ye  him,  sun  and  moon  ;  praise  him  all 
ye  stars  of  light. 

4.  Praise  him,  ye  heavens  of  heavens,  and  ye 
waters  that  be  above  the  heavens. 

5.  Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  for  he 
commanded,  and  they  were  created. 

6.  He  hath  also  stablished  them  for  ever  and  ever : 
he  hath  made  a  decree  which  shall  not  pass. 

7.  Praise  the  Lord  from  the  earth,  ye  dragons, 
and  all  deeps : 

8.  Fire,  and  hail;  snow  and  vapour;  stormy 
wind  fulfilling  his  word : 

9.  Mountains,  and  all  hills ;  fruitful  trees,  and  all 
cedars. 

10.  Beasts,  and  all  cattle ;  creeping  things  and 
flying  fowl : 

11.  Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people;  princes, 
and  all  judges  of  the  earth. 

12.  Both  young  men  and  maidens ;  old  men  and 
children : 

13.  Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord :  for 
his  name  alone  is  excellent ;  his  glory  is  above  the 
earth  and  heaven. 

14.  He  also  exalteth  the  horn  of  his  people,  the 

{>raise   of  all   his  saints;  even  of  the  children  of 
srael  a  people  near  unto  him.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 
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"  Praise  ye  the  Lord  :  praise  ye  the  Lord  from 
the  heavens  :  praise  him  in  the  heights." 

"  Praise  ye  him,  all  his  angels :  praise  him  all 
his  hosts." 

When  God  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth, 
(and  unfolded  his  purpose,  to  make  another  crea- 
ture in  his  own  image,  and  make  the  earth  both  their, 
and  his  abode  for  ever,)  then  did  the  morning  stars 
sing  together,  and  the  sons  of  God  shout  for  joy : 
saying,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  and  good-will  toward  men.,,  "These  his 
angels  excel  in  strength,  and  do  his  commandments, 
hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word.  These  all 
are  his  hosts :  his  ministers,  that  do  his  pleasure :" 
"and  their  number  is  ten  thousand  times  ten  thou- 
sand, and  thousands  of  thousands."  u  Thy  will  be 
done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven." 


"  Praise  ye  him,  sun  and  moon :  praise  him, 

all  ye  stars  of  light." 
"  Praise  him,  ye  heavens  of  heavens,  and  ye 

waters  that  be  above  the  heavens." 
"  Let  them  praise   the   name   of  the  Lord : 

for    he    commanded,    and    they    were 

created." 

God  commanded,  and  they  were  created :  he  did 
not  need  to  set  to  work  an  army  of  artificers :  all  were 
made  without  hands :  "  he  spake,  and  it  was  done  ; 
he  commanded,  and  they  were  created."  God  said 
"  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light,"  and  so 
did  he  call  into  existence,  every  thing  which  exists: 
"  such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  us :  it  is 
high,  we  cannot  attain  unto  it." 

49  VOL.  n. 
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"  He  hath  also  established  them  for  ever  and 
ever  :  he  hath  made  a  decree  which  shall 
not  pass." 

The  earth  will  become  (as  at  the  beginning) 
"without  form  and  void :  and  the  heavens  will  give 
no  light,"  because  of  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord, 
when  the  day  of  vengeance  shall  be  in  his  heart ; 
but  this  shall  not  continue  but  for  a  few  days; 
when  the  earth  will  again  take  form,  and  become 
beautiful  and  glorious ;  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth 
be  excellent  and  comely,  for  them  that  are  escaped 
of  Israel.  The  heavens  also  will  be  altered  in  their 
position  with  respect  to  the  earth ;  or  rather  the 
earth's  position  with  reference  to  the  starry  canopy, 
occupying  a  glorious  centralization,  worthy  of  him 
who  will  choose  it  for  his  eternal  residence ;  there 
shall  be  "  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness ;"  and  these  shall  continue 
for  ever  and  ever :  he  hath  made  a  decree  which 
shall  not  pass.  The  ordinances  of  heaven  are 
immutably  fixed,  and  shall  remain  before  him ;  even 
as  the  seed  of  Israel  shall  not  cease  from  being  his 
people  for  ever. 

"  Praise  the  Lord  from  the  earth ;  ye  dragons, 

and  all  deeps." 
"  Fire  and  hail :   snow  and  vapours  :  stormy 

winds  fulfilling  his  word." 
"  Mountains  and  all  hills :  fruitful  trees,  and  all 

cedars ;" 
"  Beasts,  and  all  cattle ;   creeping  things,  and 

flying  fowl." 
"  Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people  :  princes, 

and  all  judges  of  the  earth." 
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"Both  young  men,  and  maidens;  old  men, 

and  children." 
"  Let  them  praise  the  name  of  Lord." 

All  who  dwell  in  heaven,  and  all  who  dwell  on 
earth  should  adore  and  praise  God,  because  he  is 
the  Creator  of  all,  and  because  he  only  is  worthy, 
"  His  name  alone  is  excellent,  his  glory  is  above 
the  earth  and  heaven."  He  will  not  give  his  glory 
to  another,  nor  his  praise  to  graven  images.  He 
made  us  that  we  might  behold  his  glory,  and 
adore  and  love  him :  as  the  waters  all  flow  to 
the  sea,  as  the  source  from  whence  they  come,  so 
must  we,  by  love  and  adoration,  be  likened  to  the 
Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever. 

"  He  also  exalteth  the  horn  of  his  people,  the 
praise  of  all  his  saints ;  even  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  a  people  near  to  him :  praise  ye 
the  Lord." 

Christ  is  the  horn  of  his  people.  When  the 
enemies  of  the  Lord  do  perish,  ana  all  the  workers 
of  iniquity  are  scattered,  then  (saith  the  Son)  "  my 
horn  shalt  thou  exalt,  like  the  horn  of  the  unicorn  : 
I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil."  "He  will  sit  upon 
my  holy  hill  of  Zion  :"  "with  my  holy  oil  have  I  an- 
ointed him:"  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
for  ever :  and  he  shall  for  ever  be  the  praise  of  all 
his  saints,  even  of  the  children  of  Israel,  a  people 
near  to  him :  for  he  will  dwell  among  them  and 
will  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  waters  :  and 
God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes. 


PSALM    CXLIX. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a 
new  song,  and  his  praise  in  the  congregation  of 
saints. 

2.  Let  Israel  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him :  let 
the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King. 

3.  Let  them  praise  his  name  in  the  dance  :  let 
them  sing  praises  unto  him  with  the  timbrel  and 
harp. 

4.  For  the  Lord  taketh  pleasnre  in  his  people : 
he  will  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation. 

5.  Let  the  saints  be  joyful  and  glory :  let  them 
sing  alond  upon  their  beds. 

6.  Let  the  high  praises  of  God  be  in  their  mouth, 
and  a  two-edged  sword  in  their  hand ; 

7.  To  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen,  and 
punishments  upon  the  people'; 

8.  To  bind  their  kings  with  chains,  and  their 
nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  ;  to  execute  upon  them 
the  judgment  written :  this  honour  have  all  his 
saints.    Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

" Praise  ye  the  Lord:  sing  unto  the  Lord  a 
new  song,  and  his  praise  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  saints." 

When  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid,  it 
was  a  new  song  which  the  morning  stars  sang  to- 

f  ether :  and  when  the  Redeemer  ascended  on  high 
aving  led  captivity  captive,  a  new  song  was  sung 
in  heaven.    They  sang  also  a  new  song  on  the  day 
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when  the  "book  of  Revelation"  was  given  to 
him,  as  alone  worthy  to  open  it,  and  unloose  the 
seals  thereof:  and  there  shall  be  a  new  song,  sung 
on  the  day  when  he  stands  on  the  Mount  Zion, 
with  his  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  the 
first  fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  They  shall 
sing  a  new  song,  and  his  praise  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  saints.  * 

"  Let  Israel  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him :  let 
the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their 
King." 

They  shall  look  on  him  that  made  them  :  not  on 
his  representative,  but  on  himself;  Emmanuel,  God 
with  us  1  they  shall  shout  for  joy,  saying,  "  Lo,  this 
is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him  :  we  will  rejoice 
and  be  glad  in  his  salvation."  The  children  of 
Zion  shall  be  joyful  in  their  King.  "The  Lord  is 
our  Law-giver,  the  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the  Lord  is 
our  King." 

"  Let  them  praise  his  name  in  the  dance  :  Let 
them  sing  praises  unto  him  with  timbrel 
and  harp." 

Singing  and  dancing  are  modes  of  expressing 
joy,  and  have  been  so  from  the  earliest  ages.  Thus, 
when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  was 
brought  to  Jerusalem,  it  was  an  occasion  of  great 
joy  to  Israel ;  and  they  brought  up  the  ark  with 
shouting,  and  with  sound  of  cornet,  with  timbrels, 
with  cymbals,  with  psalteries  and  with  harps.  King 
David  also  gave  expression  to  his  joy  in  playing  (of 
which  he  was  very  skilful)  and  in  dancing.  In  tne 
time  of  the  kingdom,  this  joy   and  felicity  will 
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greatly  abound ;  there  will  be  processions  forpaed, 
as  we  find  in  the  68th  Psalm,  "  They  have  seen 
thy  goings,  0  God,  even  the  goings  of  my  God 
and  King  in  the  sanctuary.  The  singers  went  be- 
fore; the  players  on  instruments  followed  after: 
among  them  were  the  damsels  playing  with  tim- 
bres. Bless  ye  God  in  the  congelations,  even  the 
Lord  from  the  fountain  of  Israel;  there  is  little 
Benjamin  (and)  their  ruler ;  the  princes  of  Judah, 
and  their  council;  the  princes  of  Zebulun,  and 
the  princes  of  Naphtali."  In  those  days  their  soul 
shall  be  as  a  watered  garden,  and  they  shall  not 
sorrow  any  more  at  all ;  then  shall  the  virgin  re- 
joice in  the  dance ;  both  young  men  and  old  to- 
gether; for  1  will  turn  their  mourning  into  joy, 
and  will  comfort  them,  and  make  them  rejoice 
from  their  sorrow ;  and  I  will  satiate  the  soul  of 
the  priests  with  fatness,  and  my  people  shall  be 
satisfied  with  my  goodness,  saitb  the  Lord.  ( Jer. 
xxxi.  13.)  Her  priests  shall  be  clothed  with  salva- 
tion :  and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy.  It 
will  be  the  calm  serenity  of  perpetual  peace :  the 
total  absence  of  care  and  sorrow,  as  the  unruffled 
sea  without  a  breath  of  wind  to  disturb  it :  "  everlas- 
ting joy  shall  be  upon  their  heads." 

"  The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  his  people :  he 
will  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation." 

As  the  Lord  will  be  the  delight  of  his  people,  so 
will  he  take  pleasure  in  them.  "  As  the  bridegroom 
rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so  will  thy  God  rejoice 
over  thee."  Israel's  ways  shall  please  the  Lord: 
therefore  "no  weapon  that  is  formed  against  him 
shall  prosper ;  and  every  tongue  that  shall  rise 
against  him  in  judgment  God  will  condemn." 
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"  Let  the  saints  be  joyful  in  glory :  let  them 
sing  aloud  upon  their  beds." 

John,  the  beloved  apostle,  in  his  vision,  saw 
many  of  those  saints,  who  "  are  joyful  in  glory :" 
he  saw  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  sitting  on 
thrones,  around  the  throne  of  the  Most  High, 
clothed  in  white  raiment,  with  crowns  of  gold  on 
their  heads :  he  saw  also  the  cherubim  in  the  midst 
of  the  throne,  who  take  the  highest  rank  among 
the  redeemed :  he  saw  the  souls  that  were  under 
the  altar,  to  all  of  whom  were  given  white  robes, 
and  palms  of  victory  in  their  hands.     They  are  all 

i'oyful  in  glory ;  and  that  joy  is  the  joy  of  their 
jord :  a  joy  which  no  man  shall  (ever)  take  from 
them,  "They  sing  aloud  upon  tneir  beds,"  the 
bed  is  the  place  of  rest :  and  is  here  a  simple 
figure,  intimating  that  "  they  rest  from  their  labours 
and  their  works  do  follow  them,"  they  now  rest 
from  their  works,  as  God  did  from  his,"  at  the  end 
of  the  six  days,  for  God  rested  on  the  seventh  day 
and  hallowed  it.  But  as  God's  completed  rest  shall 
not  be,  until  his  return  to  Zion  (as  it  is  written 
"  This  is  my  rest  for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell ;  for  I 
have  desired  it,")  even  so,  there  remaineth  (yet  to 
come)  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God,  when  they  shall 
be  again  men  (not  in  mortal,  but)  in  immorlal  and 
glorified  bodies  :  not  but  that  the  present  interval, 
between  death  and  the  resurrection,  is  a  season  of 
great  blessedness,  and  of  entire  rest,  for  Isaiah  de- 
clares, that  "  they  are  taken  away  from  the  evil ; 
they  enter  into  peace  :  they  shall  rest  in  their  beds 
each  one  walking  in  his  uprightness,"  (Isaiah  lvii. 
2.)  The  change  is  greatly  for  the  better  even  now 
"  for  one  day  in  Jehovah's  courts  is  better  than  a 
thousand"  (of  the  best  spent  days  here.)     Still  al- 
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though  a  season  of  rest,  it  is  not  the  rest  of  sleep, 
wherein  the  faculties  lie  dormant :  such  rest  is  not 
necessary,  neither  would  be  desirable  in  heaven, 
they  do  not  sleep  for  "  they  sing  aloud  upon  their 
beds,"  which  implies  activity  of  mind,  and  great 
blessedness ;  free  from  labour  such  as  necessitates 
rest  for  the  weary  frame,  with — 

"  Tired  nature's  sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep." 

They  sing  aloud :  they  give  full  expression  to 
the  joy  of  their  hearts  in  God  their  Saviour,  in  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel  their  Redeemer. 

"  Let  the  high  praises  of  God  be  in  their 
mouth,  and  a  two-edged  sword  in  their 
hand." 

"  To  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen, 
and  punishments  upon  the  people." 

"  To  bind  their  kings  with  chains,  and  their 
nobles  with  fetters  of  iron." 

"  To  execute  upon  them  the  judgment  writ- 
ten :  this  honour  have  all  his  saints  : 
Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

"  The  righteous  shall  rejoice  when  he  seeth  the 
vengeance,  he  shall  wash  his  feet  in  the  blood  of 
the  wicked."  "  They  gathered  themselves  together 
against  the  soul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemned 
the  innocent  blood  ;  but  God  shall  bring  upon 
them  their  own  iniquity,  and  shall  cut  them  off  in 
their  own  wickedness  :  yea,  the  Lord  our  God 
shall  cut  them  off:"  there  is  a  day  coming,  when 
He  who  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  upon 
them,  and  he  who  formed  them,  shall  shew  them 
no  favour.    Even  now  the  cry  of  the  souls  of  the 
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martyrs  is,  "  How  long,  0  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost 
thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth V  "And  shall  not  God 
avenge  his  own  elect  who  cry  day  and  night  unto 
him,  though  he  bear  long  with  them  ?  1  tell  you, 
that  he  shall  avenge  them  speedily."  When  that 
day  does  come,  then  will  that  promise  be  fulfilled, 
"  He  that  overcometh  and  keepeth  my  works  unto 
the  end,  to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations, 
and  he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  as  the 
vessels  of  a  potter  shall  they  be  broken  to  shivers  ; 
even  as  I  received  of  my  Father."  "A  two-edged 
sword  shall  be  in  their  hand,  to  execute  vengeance 
upon  the  heathen,  and  punishments  upon  the  people ; 
to  bind  their  kings  with  chains ;  and  their  nobles 
with  fetters  of  iron  ;  to  execute  upon  them  the 
judgment  written."  This  honour  will  be  partici- 
pated by  the  saints  now  in  glory,  and  by  the  re- 
deemed of  Israel  upon  earth. 
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1.  Praise    ye    the  Lord,     Praise    God    in  his 
sanctuary  :  praise  him  in  the  firmament  of  his  power. 

2.  Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts:  praise  him 
according  to  his  excellent  greatness. 

3.  Praise  him  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet : 
praise  him  with  the  psaltery  and  harp. 

4.  Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and  dance :  praise 
him  with  stringed  instruments  and  organs. 

5.  Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals:  praise 
him  upon  the  high-sounding  cymbals. 

6.  Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise  the 
Lord.    Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"  Praise  ye  the  Lord ;  praise  God  in  his  sanc- 
tuary ;  praise  him  in  the  firmament  of  his 
power." 

God's  sanctuary  is  in  heaven,  as  it  is  written,  «  I 
dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,"  "  the  true  taber- 
nacle which  the  Lord  pitched,  and  not  man,"  yet 
not  destined  to  remain  in  its  present  locality,  for 
thus  it  is  written  in  Ezekiel  xxxvii.  27.  "  My  taber- 
nacle also  shall  be  with  them ;  yea,  I  will  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people;  and  the  heathen 
shall  know  that  I  the  Lord  do  sanctify  Israel, 
when  my  sanctuary  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  them 
for  evermore."  God  is  in  his  sanctuary,  and  ever 
will  be  in  it ;  it  is  the  habitation  of  his  holiness ;  and 
in  it  there  is  no  temple,  for  the  Lord  God  and  the 
Lamb  are  the  temple  thereof;  it  is  also  the  firma- 
ment of  his  power,  for  from  thence  he  sendeth  forth 
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his  commandment  to  thrones,  dominions,  princi- 
palities, and  powers ;  for  he  ruleth  in  the  armies  of 
neaven,  as  well  as  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.  In  his  sanctuary  he  receives  the  continual 
homage  and  adoration  of  saints  and  angels  ;  "  the 
high  praises  of  God  are  ever  in  their  mouths." 

"  Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts ;   praise  him 
according  to  his  excellent  greatness." 

"  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised : 
and  his  greatness  is  unsearchable."  He  is  to  be 
praised,  for  all  his  mighty  acts,  in  creating  and  up- 
holding all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power :  he  is 
still  more  highly  to  be  praised  "for  his  wonderful 
works  unto  the  children  of  men:"  he  is  to  be  praised 
according  to  his  excellent  greatness,  for  who  is  like 
unto  the  Lord  our  God,  "  glorious  in  holiness,  fear- 
ful in  praises,  continually  doing  wonders  ?  Excel- 
lence m  the  highest  belongs  to  him  :  and  ever  shall 
do.  He  is  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  from 
his  fulness  we  shall  be  satisfied. 

"  Praise  him  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpets ; 

praise  him  with  the  psaltery  and  harp." 
"Praise  him   with  the    timbrel  and    dance; 

praise  him  with  stringed  instruments  and 

organs."        t 
"  Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals :  praise 

him  upon  the  high-sounding  cymbals." 

There  will  be  great  variety  of  instruments,  not 
played  apart  from,  but  in  connection  with  voices, 
Drought  to  the  highest  pitch  of  perfection,  in  pour- 
ing forth,  in  strains  of  richest  harmony,  the  high 
praises  of  God ;  and  everything  that  hath  breath 
shall  praise  him.     "  Praise  ye  the  Lord." 


